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WHY GO OUT IN THE COLD?

With our helpful suggestions for gift ideas for
all occasions... Do all your PRESENT SHOPPING
from the comfort of your armchair!
Find plenty of inspiration on pages 20-21 & 40.

ALL NEW
TOP NAMES

IN
HISTORICAL

FICTION
see page 7

Stay in the
warm...

THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF TOLKIEN
Deluxe Editions on page 8

A Gift For Every BIBLIOPHILE!

A TOUCH OF LITERARY CHARM - page 20

See page 18

97973 THE MAKING OF
STANLEY KUBRICK’S

2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY

NEW FROM TASCHEN £30

and the Team
(plus cats and whippet)

Hello, HAL  On the set of
2001: A Space Odyssey

Get closer than ever to the movie

ALL NEW
TOP NAMES

IN CRIME
FICTION

see page 16

“
”

98044 LOST LONDON 1870-1945
More than 500 photographs of
London’s wonderful buildings and

irreplaceable architecture £50 NOW £30
by Philip Davies  see page 13

   ... A record of destruction,
a haunting collection of relics and

a door into the past.

3 40 5ARCTURUS CLASSICSARCTURUS CLASSICSARCTURUS CLASSICSARCTURUS CLASSICSARCTURUS CLASSICS GIFTING IDEASGIFTING IDEASGIFTING IDEASGIFTING IDEASGIFTING IDEAS MOVIE POSTERSMOVIE POSTERSMOVIE POSTERSMOVIE POSTERSMOVIE POSTERS
Inspiration for all occasions

& budgets - more on pages 20-21

– The Sunday Times

With striking illustrated
page edges & illustrations.

Our lovely customers are our lifeline and it is
always special to receive letters and

notecards.  Very recently Gillian from Thurso
sent a picture and writes

“Just received my latest parcel – thrilled
with the Bible art book. I thought you’d like

this picture of my husband Bob being
interviewed by Jack the cat! He has black
splodges on his other side (Jack not Bob!)

All the best…”

You’re never alone with
a book.

And again, thank you for your continued
voluntary contributions towards free printing

and mailing as Royal Mail ever increases
their costs.

Very special pre-Christmas bargains include
a Paddington Bear soft toy, the Very Hungry

Caterpillar collection, collectible Disney
Christmas tree ornaments, reusable book

bags and totes, science-fiction and fantasy,
Tolkien research, ceramic Bibliophile

bookends, knitwear, vintage movie posters
in books by Tony Nourmand, cozy crime,

historic London and more to sink your
reading teeth into.

Happy bargain book browsing!

From world film imagery
authority Tony Nourmand

TRUE CRIME

FOOD AND DRINKGREAT BRITAIN & THE
ENVIRONMENT

98040 ENGLISH
CONVICT HULKS
1600s to 1868
by Mick Davis
Sub-titled ‘Transporting
Criminals to Australia’.  In
the 17th and 18th centuries,
Britain had eased its
problem of crowded jails
and surplus criminals by
packing them into ships and
sending them off to the
American colonies to be sold
as what amounted to slave
labour.  All this came to an
end with the revolution of
1775 and the legal system

was stuck with an ever-increasing army of desperate
felons.  As there was no national prison system, these
felons were crammed on to derelict sailing ships, the
hulks, and put to hard labour in appalling conditions,
mainly along the rivers Thames and Medway.  Their
story has been largely ignored by generations of
historians and here, for the first time, detailed accounts
of their plight, along with the lives and careers of the
quite extraordinary men who ruled over them, is
examined.  Duncan Campbell, for instance, was the
ship’s captain and plantation owner who first organised
the hulk system, and Aaron Graham the magistrate who
spied upon, and then defended, the leader of the Nore

98043 ICE CREAM MADE
EASY: Homemade Recipes
for Ice Cream Machines
by Annette Yates
This book is the answer to ice
cream lovers’ dreams. Resist it
at your peril!  Ice Cream Made
Easy shows how to make
luscious, creamy concoctions,
light-and-airy yogurt mixtures
and dairy-free ice creams, as
well as refreshing fruit-filled
sorbets, icy granitas and slushy
drinks.  And if that’s not

enough, there’s a selection of dreamy toppings and
sauces, plus some inspirational ideas for quick ice
cream desserts.  There are ices to suit any occasion
(simple or stylish) at any time of the year from classic
favourites like Vanilla or Chocolate to modern flavours
like Strawberry Pavlova Ripple, Toasted Apple and
Cinnamon, or Chunky Pecan and Maple.  Don’t worry
if you haven’t got an ice cream machine, as many of
the recipes can be made by hand.  Most are so easy to
make and so scrumptious that you may not want to
share them - you may want to indulge all by yourself!
128 page paperback.
£10.99 NOW £5

98054 ULTIMATE
SOUP MAKER: More
than 100 Simple,
Nutritious Recipe
by Joy Skipper
A recent rising trend, soup
makers are “the new
juicers” allowing users to
create fuss-free nutritious
meals at home. Even if
you don’t own one, the
recipes here are all doable
with a blender to bring the
joy of homemade soup
back into the kitchen.

Featuring over 100 simple, easy-to-make recipes this is
the perfect companion to your soup maker. They are
organised by skinny, super simple, hearty, all-time
classics, and something special, and there is a useful
index and glossary.  Save time in the kitchen, cut costs
and create delicious, nourishing bowls of soup at home.
Why use a Soupmaker?  Versatility - from light lunches

98052 STORYLAND:
A New Mythology of
Britain
by Amy Jeffs
Cambridge academic,
artist and art historian
specialising in the Middle
Ages, Amy Jeffs has
worked at the British
Library’s department of
Ancient, Medieval and
Early Modern
manuscripts and here is
her elegantly designed
and beautifully illustrated
first book which is
soaked in mist and old
magic.  It begins
between the Creation

and Noah’s Flood, follows the footsteps of the earliest
generations of giants from an age when the children of
Cain and the progeny of fallen angels walk the earth,
to the founding of Britain, England, Wales and
Scotland, the birth of Christ, the wars between Britons,
Saxons and Vikings, and closes with the arrival of the
Normans.  These are retellings of medieval tales of
legends, landscape and the yearning to belong,
inhabited with characters now half-remembered -
Brutus, Albina, Scota, Arthur and Bladud among them -
embellished with stunning artworks and an erudite
commentary.  We visit beautiful and sacred places like
Stonehenge and Wayland’s Smithy, from the
archipelago of Orkney to as far south as Cornwall.
Mountains and lakes such as Snowden and Loch Etive
and rivers including the Ness, the Soar and the story-
silted Thames have vivid, beautiful tales steeped in the
mythology of homeland, exile and migration, kinship,
loyalty, betrayal, love and loss.  Chapters include The
Naming of Albion, Woden and the Peopling of the
North, The Naming of the Humber and the Severn,
Bath and Bladud’s Fall, Dragons Under Oxford, Joseph
of Arimathea, The Deception at Tintagel, Havelok the
Dane, The Death of Merlin, Elfrida and Edward the
Martyr and Gogmagog Rises Again among them.
Together they illuminate a collective memory that still
informs the identity and political ambition associated
with these places and a landscape brimming with
wonder.  Lovely woodcut illus, 361 page paperback.
£12.99 NOW £6.50

CONTINUED OVER PAGE CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Great Britain

97938 PHILIP’S NAVIGATOR CAMPING & CARAVANNING ATLAS OF
BRITAIN  by Philip’s Maps
 From Aberdeen and Aberystwyth to Wrexham and York with key to map symbols,
route planning maps, distances and journey times, and urban approach maps for all
the major cities, this is one of the best full colour classic atlases we have ever come
across. It is described on the front cover by The Sunday Times as ‘the reigning
champion of road atlases.’ The lure of the open road and British countryside has
never waned and the appeal of independent exploration has surely grown in recent
years.  However, the adventurous need practical information about what lies ahead -
from bridge heights, widths and weights to places to stop and enjoy.  Philip’s
Navigator Camping and Caravanning Atlas of Britain is the No. 1 Choice of Road
Atlas for the independent travelling motorist and camper van owner.  Scale: 1.5 miles
to 1 inch = 1:100,000 (Northern Scotland: 3 miles to 1 inch = 1:200,000).  Over 1640
approved campsites located, plus essential advice from The Camping and
Caravanning Club.  Includes essential information for caravanning motorists: 6000
bridge height limits, 1500 bridge weight limits and 260 bridge width limits, no other

road atlas of Britain offers this level of detail and clarity with Britain’s best road mapping in a great spiral format.
Every street in Britain is marked on the maps with over 3000 main roads named, 100 indexed town-centre maps plus
approaches to 12 major urban areas.  Super-detailed 6-page route-planning section.  Exceptional road detail, from
motorways to country lanes, with every junction, roundabout and slip-road shown, thousands of individually named
farms, houses and hamlets, it includes a special feature by The Friendly Club, which is packed with essential camping
and caravanning information.  28 x 35cm.  Well made very heavy spiral bound softback, 400 pages.
£26.99 NOW £12.50

98055 UPON A WHITE HORSE: Journeys in Ancient Britain and Ireland
by Peter Ross
A Financial Times Best Book of 2025 and Radio 4 Book of the Week. The prehistoric sites
of Britain and Ireland are places of wonder and wondering. Who made these structures?
What did they mean to them? What do they mean to us now?  Author of the bestseller
Steeple Chasing and prize-winning A Tomb With a View (code 97606), Peter Ross journeys
from midwinter at Stonehenge to midsummer at Sycamore Gap.  Along the way he
encounters bog bodies in Dublin, a wooden goddess in Edinburgh and a chalk giant in
Dorset.  He asks what it is like to live within the great stone circle at Avebury, what rituals
occurred in an Anglesey tomb and what draws volunteers to care for the Uffington White
Horse.  These objects and structures speak of the long human story.  They offer the
comfort of recognition and the pleasure of mystery.  There is something about ancient
places that fills a hollow in our souls.  The book is a celebration of landscape and people and
all that is beautiful, strange and old.  Small photos, 355 page paperback.
£10.99 NOW £6

98089 BLACK
PLAQUES: LONDON -
Memorials to
Misadventure
by John Ambrose Hide
The perfect antidote to run-
of-the-mill guidebook spiel on
such sites as Covent
Garden, Regent Street or
Banqueting House, this book
besmirches the reputation of
umpteen less prominent
addresses.  The author
discovered that at Saint
Paul’s Cathedral in 1514 a

man was murdered by virtue of a red hot needle
thrust up his nose and the perpetrators of this
impolite enterprise were churchmen who
endeavoured to make it look like suicide!  Black
Plaques are not to be found proudly mounted on a
wall, and for good reason.  What with their
commemoration of a brutal execution outside
Westminster Abbey, the selling of sex toys in St
James’s Park and an intruder at Buckingham Palace
with Royal undergarments stuffed down his trousers,
this is not sort of historical subject matter that
authorities choose to grace a building’s facade or
depict on a visitor information board.  But this book
jogs such artful lapses of memory and at more than
100 locations across London, Black Plaques lift the
carefully placed rug to discover an unsightly, but
strangely beckoning, stain. The author gleefully
shines a spotlight on women’s breasts offered up to
the caresses of a dead man’s hand, and boy’s
buttocks yielding to the vigorous attentions of the
Bishop of London. Nicley illus 360 page paperback.
£12.99 NOW £6

98107 SEAFRONT
by Allan Brodie
This big quality book
produced in association
with Historic England is
devoted to the seafront,
the space between the
seaward ends of seaside
piers and the first line of
buildings.  We are
welcomed with ice cream
and open arms into three
centuries of seaside
holidays, the geography
of the seafront, working

life, preparing for tourists, the pursuit of health, fun and
games, the buildings, civic and cultural spaces and the
challenges facing the sea front today.  The seafront is ever-changing, depending on the time of day, the state of
the tides and the month of the year.  Themes range from the engineering of sea defences to the provision of
tourism infrastructure and from facilities for sea bathing to the fun factories and fun fairs of the 20th century.  The
many and diverse aspects of its history, geography, character, function and meaning will be explored and while
this study will also seek to capture something of the spiritual and cultural character of the seafront, its activities,
people and memories.  ‘Generously illustrated from both historical and present-day sources...covers the British
waterfront in all its glorious architectural eclecticism. His infectious but scholarly enthusiasm for the seaside
embraces Regency elegance, mid-twentieth-century kitsch, and such outbursts of contemporary boldness as
Thomas Heatherwick’s East Beach Café at Littlehampton... a fascinating blend of social and architectural history
that makes one look again at our rich littoral heritage.’ - Peter Parker, A Magazine.  Photos of beach huts at
Hastings, boats, artworks at Bridlington, Shanklin clock tower, Clifton Baths at Margate, and the ubiquitous
elderly man with rolled up trousers, golf clubs, roadside inns and cafes, the exotic style of a Scarborough
amusement arcade, the West Cliff railway at Bournemouth and more. Maps, colour and archive photos such as
gas lamps on the promenade in front of Blackpool Tower in 1900 contrasted with a modern colour photo. Glossy
large paper, 22 x 28cm, 274 pages.
£60 NOW £8  SAVE £52!

97845 BEHIND CLOSED
DOORS
by Seth Alexander Thevoz
Sub-titled ‘The Secret Life of
London Private Members’
Clubs’.  The traditional image of a
London Club involves a Mayfair
location, a grand staircase, a
formidable porter repelling
gatecrashers, and of course the
smoking room, a perpetual reminder
that Lady Bracknell herself considered
smoking a sufficient occupation for a
gentleman. There will also be a
dining room, but according to this
author good food has been a rarity
since the heyday of clubs in Georgian
times, when roast meat was left out
for several days for members to pick

at. A plus for members has always been the option of deferring
payment indefinitely by putting food and drink orders on a tab.
Blackballing enabled members to pursue vendettas or keep out
bores, though it was always said that if you couldn’t name the club
bore, it was probably you. Founded in 1693, White’s club was the
first and was subsequently inherited by Elisabetta Bianco, the
founder’s wife, who ran it herself for 18 years. A possibly
apocryphal ruling asked members not to bring their mistresses to
dine unless they were the wives of other members. Women’s clubs
developed early, replacing all-female salons, and Boodle’s had a
ladies’ branch called The Female Coterie, although their husbands
were also automatically entitled to membership. In the mid-19th
century a club culture spread through all classes, promoting
working men’s clubs, with the Athenaeum’s impressive architecture and library marking it out as a solid middle-
class institution. Many military clubs had mixed race members, for instance a son of the opium trader Sir
Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy was a member of the East India United Services Club. Professional women’s clubs
developed in parallel with degrees for women. The satire boom of the 1960s gave rise to members-only venues
to avoid censorship, notably Peter Cook’s Establishment Club, and modern clubs often hire out unused function
rooms, though Reform Club members were startled to find out too late that Paula Yates had hired their premises
for a nude photo shoot for Penthouse magazine.  375pp, colour photos and cartoons, many satirical.
£25 NOW £9  SAVE £16!

98057 WILD: Tales
From Early Medieval
Britain  by Amy Jeffs
From the bestselling author
of Storyland (code 98052
on page 1), in Wild, Amy
Jeffs journeys, on foot and
through medieval texts,
from landscapes of
desolation to hope, offering
the reader an insight into a
world at once distant and
profoundly close to home.
The seven chapters,
entitled Earth, Ocean,
Forest, Beast, Fen,
Catastrophe, Paradise,
open with fiction and close

with reflection.  They blend reflections of travels through
fen, forest and cave, with retelling of medieval texts that
offer rich depictions of the natural world.  From the Old
English elegies and poems of the Exeter Book to the
Welsh Englynion
and Immrama of
the Irish tradition,
these are stories
that largely
represent figures
whose voices are
not generally
heard in the corpus
of medieval
literature: women,
outcasts, animals.
Illustrated with
original wood
engravings,
evoking an
atmospheric world
of whales, wolves,
caves, cuckoos
and reeds, Wild
will leave readers
with a feeling of ‘westendream’: delight in the
wilderness.  ‘Marries words and images to create a
special echo of this country’s rich past’ - The Times.  229
page paperback.
£12.99 NOW £6.50

MORE ON PAGE 4

96490 LONDON MAP OF DAYS
by Mychael Barratt
A lively miscellany of facts and fictions about the
capital. Based on an original eight-plate etching shown
at the 2015 Royal Academy Summer Exhibition, the
book features 366 date-specific entries highlighting
events and people throughout London’s history.
Highlights include the first bowler hat created on 17
December 1849, Pink Floyd’s inflatable pig escaping
Battersea Power Station on 3 December 1976, and the
unveiling of Edwin Lutyens’ Cenotaph on Armistice
Day 11 November 1920. By tweeting each entry daily
from January 2015, Barratt gained an international
following for his playful take on The Big Smoke’s
fascinating past. Paperback, 408 pages.
£20 NOW £4  SAVE £16!
97053 LONDON CEMETERIES: An Illustrated
Guide and Gazetteer
by Hugh Meller and Brian Parsons
This sixth edition of the classic guide explores 154
cemeteries across Greater London - more than 50
additional sites compared with the original edition - and
offers a richly detailed record of the city’s burial
landscapes.  Each entry includes notable individuals
buried or commemorated there, together forming an
index of over 2,000 names, alongside a separate listing
of artists, architects and sculptors. The book also traces
the history of London’s cemeteries, from the
overcrowded churchyards of the 1830s to the rise of
the garden cemetery movement, beginning with
Kensal Green in 1832.  It explores changing burial
practices, the growth of cremation, and the challenges
of neglect and vandalism, as well as the rise of
“cemetery tourism.” Along the way, it highlights
striking monuments, symbolic grave art, and
remarkable sites such as Highgate and Abney Park.
The iconic Highgate Cemetery is adorned by some
extraordinary architecture, for instance the monumental
Egyptian Avenue and the low-level catacombs, though
the authors consider that the standard of monuments is
disappointing and easily outclassed by those at Kensal
Green, where Mary Gibson’s Corinthian Temple with
its Baroque angels is a well-known focus of interest. A
compelling blend of social history, architecture and
cultural memory. 450 pages, paperback, over 250
archive photos.  Illus. below.
£25 NOW £9.50  SAVE £15.50!

An advertisement for Brookwood Cemetery
with an artist’s impression of the railway
through the cemetery c.1900

The Great Fire of 1666 expunges
reminders of an awkward episode at St.
Paul’s.

View of Blackpool by Edward Finden 1840

French-Peruvian travel writer Flora
Tristan gave a unique insight into
Clubland in the 1830s, when she
successfully gatecrashed several
men’s clubs in drag, and published
her acerbic impressions.
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97560 LEGEND OF KING
ARTHUR: Idylls of the King
by Alfred, Lord Tennyson
A stunning edition of Tennyson’s
epic adaptation with a gold-
embossed cover, Gustave Doré
illustrated printed edges in forest
green and beautiful scenic
endpapers.  Tennyson’s epic
retelling of the legends of King
Arthur is full of timeless magic. Here
we meet Merlin, the wizard with
mysterious knowledge of Arthur’s
birth, who brings him to the people
of England at their greatest time of
need, but who is himself overcome
by an act of foolishness; Lancelot,

flower of knighthood and model
to the younger Knights, yet
ravaged by guilt, torn between
his passion for Guinevere and
love for his Lord King Arthur;
Guinevere, beautiful and
queenly, yet scornful of her
husband whom she finds too
cold beside Lancelot. Vivid
characters surround the main
figures: Elaine, the Lily Maid of Astolat who dies for love of Lancelot; Geraint
and Enid, lovers facing many dangers; the wily Vivien, ruthless and seductive,
whose hatred of Arthur leads her to seduce and overcome Merlin himself;
Galahad, reputedly the son of Lancelot, whose purity enables him alone of all
the knights to be granted a clear vision of the Holy Grail; and Modred, the
foxy-faced schemer, Arthur’s nephew consumed by envy and spite who
proves to be the King’s final nemesis. Covering the rise and fall of Camelot
and the exploits of the knights of the Round Table, Tennyson’s verse captures
all the mythical grandeur of these enduring tales, from the illicit passion of
Lancelot and Guinevere and the confusion of the Last Battle, to the heroism of
King Arthur himself, the legendary founder of England.  In this handsome
collector’s edition, Tennyson specialist Valerie Purton has set episodes from the
poem alongside the exquisite full page engraving illustrations of Gustave Doré,
who creates in them a world of towering cliffs, magnificent castles, visions and
enchanted forests.  24 x 29.7cm.  256 large pages, decorated borders, exquisite

typography and design.  New, full price by arrangement with the publisher Arcturus.
ONLY £24.99

97550 ART MASTERS: FRIDA KAHLO
by Caroline Bugler
A vibrant full-colour guide to the life and legacy
of Frida Kahlo, alongside a selection of her most
celebrated artworks. Widely revered for as a
feminist icon and as a ground-breaking Mexican
artist, Frida Kahlo led a fascinating life.
Through a near-fatal road accident at the age of
18, failing health, a turbulent marriage,
miscarriage and childlessness, she nevertheless
transformed the afflictions into revolutionary
art.  In this insightful guide, the author takes a
look at the influences on Kahlo’s work: her
early childhood; her slightly older handsome
and brilliant boyfriend who later became an
important political activist who was with her
during the collision with the trolleybus, her spine

broken in three places, two ribs
and her collarbone fractured; the
fascination with the mythology of
earlier Mexican civilisations and
Mexicanidad, With Cubism,
Futurism and the German art
movement; surrealism and portraiture as well as exploring the
works for which she became so renowned.  Showcasing her full-
colour artwork throughout including beautiful portraits of her sisters,
herself with Diego Rivera in 1931, her affair with Trotsky and
divorce from Diego are all noted together with the many self-
portraits, skeleton figures, monkeys, a Judas figure, a pet fawn and
more, this is a great introduction to one of the 20th century’s most
popular female artists. Also includes some of the many curious
garments such as her Mexican embroidered flowered dresses. 23 x
28.5cm, timeline.  96 pages in Art Masters series.  New, full
price by arrangement with the publisher Arcturus.
ONLY £14.99

NEW from Taschen

Il Divino Meet the Renaissance master For the Love of Trees The illustrated encyclopedia
of wood types97514 MICHELANGELO PAINTINGS, SCULPTURES,

ARCHITECTURE  by Frank Zöllner and Christof Thoenes
If a visit to the Sistine Chapel is not on the cards, this magnificent book is the next
best thing.’ - Sunday Express. Before reaching the tender age of 30, Michelangelo
Buonarroti (1475-1564) had already sculpted Pietà and David, two of the most
famous sculptures in the entire history of art.  As a sculptor, painter, draftsman,
and architect, the
achievements of this
Italian master are unique
- no artist before or after
him has ever produced
such a vast, multifaceted,
and wide-ranging oeuvre.
For him ‘the nude was
art.’ This fresh Taschen
edition traces
Michelangelo’s ascent to
the cultural elite of the
Renaissance.  Ten richly
illustrated chapters cover
the artist’s paintings,
sculptures, and
architecture, including a close analysis of the artist’s tour de force frescoes in the
Sistine Chapel.  Full-page reproductions and enlarged details many across double
page spreads allow readers to appreciate the finest details in the artist’s repertoire,
the symbolism and iconography such as the Dance of Death or the pruned bough
for the sprouting of new life. The book’s biographical essay considers
Michelangelo’s more personal traits and circumstances, such as his solitary nature,
his thirst for money and commissions, his immense wealth, and his skill as a
property investor. 16 x 22cm, 512 pages.  New from Taschen.
ONLY £30

97519 THE WOODBOOK : THE COMPLETE PLATES
by Romeyn Beck Hough
The pine family, beeches, maple, legume, laurel, holly, elm, dogwood, cypress,
walnut and a gallery of 100 more types of woods printed on black shiny paper to
show the grain and explain other names, habitat and uses whether a strong hard
and tough wood or more pliable,
this is a visually stunning gallery.
Assembled between 1888 and
1913 in what still remains an
unparalleled achievement,
‘American Woods’, originally
published in 14 volumes, with
actual specimens mounted on
card stock, is a work of
breathtaking beauty that has set
the standard for study of trees
and wood.  Taschen’s Wood
Book reproduces, in painstaking
facsimile, all of the specimen
pages in spectacular wood grainy
colour from the original volumes.  For this purpose they have obtained the use of an
extremely rare original set of volumes in very good condition, with minimal damage
to the wood cuts.  For each tree, three different cross-section cuts of wood are
represented (transverse, radial, and tangential sections), demonstrating the particular
characteristics of the grain and the wealth of colours, shades and textures to be
found among the many different wood types.  Also included in this special edition
are lithographs by Charles Sprague Sargent of the leaves and nuts of most trees, as
well as geographical origins and physical characteristics.  Shiny golden and black 760
pages, 14.3 x 20cm. New from Taschen.
ONLY £24

97549 ALICE’S ADVENTURES
IN WONDERLAND AND
THROUGH THE LOOKING
GLASS  by Lewis Carroll,
Illustrated by Sir John Tenniel
With all of the classic full-colour
illustrations and stencilled page edges.
Follow Alice down the rabbit hole in
this enchanting work by Lewis
Carroll, featuring a cast of
unforgettable characters from the
Mad Hatter and the Cheshire Cat, to
Humpty Dumpty and the Queen of
Hearts, Tweedledum and
Tweedledee, Humpty Dumpty, the Lion and the Unicorn and scenes like the mad
tea party, the lobster quadrille and questions like Who stole the tarts? Also includes
an Easter greeting and a Christmas greeting. A perennial bestseller, Alice’s
Adventures in Wonderland has remained a beloved children’s classic for over 150
years, praised for its hilarity, absurdity and clever linguistic play. This edition
features Alice’s first adventure in Wonderland, as well as the additional tales
Through the Looking Glass and What Alice Found There.  This collector’s edition
features the unabridged text, Sir John Tenniel’s classic illustrations, colorised by
Katy Jackson, as well as two letters written by Lewis Carrol to his young readers:
‘An Easter Greeting to Every Child Who Loves Alice’ and ‘A Christmas Greeting
from A Fairy to a Child’. With colour illustrations of Alice looking up at the
caterpillar on the stencilled page edges, beautiful endpapers (White Rabbit) and
ivory pages, this deluxe hardback makes a wonderful for all fans of these beloved
tales. First published in 1865, it is a lasting classic that plays with logic and the
bizarre and cannot fail to delight readers with its mix of prose and poetry.
Illustrated with John Tenniel’s iconic original whimsical drawings, this spectacular,
large-format green hardback edition has gold foil titles, and collectable decorated
page edges.  256 pages in Arcturus Deluxe Children’s Classic.  New, full price by
arrangement with the publisher.
ONLY £24.99

97564 SHERLOCK HOLMES
COLLECTION: Arcturus
Decorative Classic  by Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle
A thrilling casebook of villainous
crimes, this very handsome
collection brings together Arthur
Conan Doyle’s most celebrated
novels and short stories, presented
in a stunning gift edition with printed
page edges themed with pipe-
smoking consulting detective
Sherlock Holmes, and his faithful
companion Dr Watson, two of
fiction’s most intriguing figures.
Facing down Victorian villains and elusive criminals with nothing more than his

formidable powers of observation, Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes
still has an unmatched ability to entertain.  This volume brings together all
four Sherlock Holmes novels - A Study in Scarlet, The Sign of the Four, The
Hound of the Baskervilles and The Valley of Fear - as well as all the short
stories originally collected in The Adventures of Sherlock
Holmes and The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes.  Gorgeous
colour front cover of the sleuths under gaslight,
inspired by Victorian-era bookbinding, clothbound
in a beautiful dark green autumnal shade and
gold-foil embossing, and the characters actually
depicted in colour painting on the edges of eth
very pages of eth book, top bottom and along

the side.  Night shopping Victorian street scene on endpapers, 15.3 x 24cm.  927
pages. New, full price by arrangement with the publisher Arcturus.
ONLY £19.99

97556 CLASSIC HORROR COLLECTION  by H. P. Lovecraft
This striking brand new hardback collection brings together over 35 classic short stories

by masters of the horror genre, presented with silver foil cover accents and very
dramatic blood red and black illustrated page edges including a skull, creepy forest and

necromancer images across the pages.  Ranging from the efforts of classic literary
writers like Mary Shelley and Robert Louis Stevenson to pulp icon H. P. Lovecraft,

these masters of the dark arts knew how to create suspense and an impending sense
of dread.  Whether the threat comes from accursed artefacts, supernatural villains, or

deadly rituals, there is always some unknowable evil lurking around the corner waiting
to pounce.  15.5 x 24cm.  928 pages Reaper endpapers.  New, full price by

arrangement with the publisher Arcturus.
ONLY £19.99

Portrait of a Lady in
White c.1929

Henry Ford Hospital, 1932.

The marriage of King Arthur to
his queen, Guinevere.

During Arthur’s boyhood
Merlin watched over him.
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96739 PALACES OF POWER

by Stephen Hoare
Subtitled ‘The Birth and Evolution of London’s

Clubland’. St James’s - dating from the late 17th
century after the Restoration - became home to clubs,
coffee houses, and institutions shaped by enterprise,
politics, and Britain’s rise as an imperial power.  Over

300 years, Clubland has spread across Piccadilly,
Mayfair, Bond Street, Covent Garden, and Westminster.
Ever discreet, the clubs’ influential members - leaders in
politics, law, and media - have shaped London society

while maintaining an aura of exclusivity.  Chapters
explore Royal St James’s, Learned Societies, Whig and
Dandy Clubs, Wellington’s War Heroes, gambling halls,

gender identity, military clubs, and even   harlots,
multimillionaires, and teas at the Ritz. 16 pages of colour

and black-and-white plates. 264 page large softback.
£17.99 NOW £3  REDUCED

97038 SUNDAY BEST: Travels Through the
Day of Rest  by Daniel Gray
An affectionate, witty celebration which explores the
rhythms, rituals and quirks of Britain’s “People’s Day.”
From roast dinners that demand a nap to crisp packets at
the pub, from bulky newspapers slowly disintegrating in
your hands to the unmistakable hum of lawnmowers
and kettle refills, it’s a day of gentle routines, last bursts
of freedom, and the creeping realisation that Monday is
lurking nearby. Travelling from the Hebrides to Hyde
Park and via Sunderland, Scarborough and the Peak
District the book mixes memory, observation and
humour with a lively history.  Charming, nostalgic and
quietly funny. 212 pages.
£12.99 NOW £5
97715 LOST CORNWALL
by Joanna Thomas
Cornwall’s spectacular shoreline, with its brutal cliffs,
desolate moors and pre-historic coastal settlements, has
long held a source of fascination for those who cross the
Duchy’s boundary line.  Chapters cover Methodism, and
pioneer preachers, rural life and domestic arrangements,
mining and the Tinner’s home, mineral tramways and
declining years, fishing, rail transportation, the Newlyn
School, Elizabeth Forbes, rail links, sea trading, mail
coaches, electric tramcars, pilot gigs, quarrying, smelting,
cobblers, shops, free traders and smuggler’s tales. This
book is an exploration of some of the region’s hidden
facets and lesser known places which are testament to a
way of life experienced just a couple of generations ago.
Large paperback, archive images, 194 pages.
£14.99 NOW £6
97676 EYOTS AND AITS: Islands of the River
Thames  by Miranda Vickers
Discover the hidden islands and wild shores of the
River Thames, from the estuary to the river’s source.
Despite the urban sprawl of South Essex and London,
remarkable stretches of marshland, wildlife and historic
landscape survive along Britain’s least-explored coastal
river.  Over 10,000 years, the Thames has constantly
shifted, throwing up mudbanks and carving channels
that created around 180 islands. Some are reached by
footbridge or road, while others, including Pharaoh’s
Island and Garrick’s Ait, can only be reached by boat.
Around 30 are inhabited by tiny communities,
individual houses or houseboats, making them highly
sought-
after
retreats.
Wildlife
thrives
here too,
from
grass
snakes,
lizards
and
butterflies
to
wading
birds and
avocet
chicks on
Two
Tree
Island.
The islands also have wonderful stories: Oliver’s Eyot
sheltered Oliver Cromwell during the Civil War, Lot’s
Ait appeared in The African Queen, and legendary Eel
Pie Island became a landmark in British popular music.
Packed with hundreds of colour and archive images,
the journey passes the Isle of Dogs, Richmond,
Hampton Court, Windsor, Cookham, Henley, Reading,
Abingdon and Lechlade. Along the way are forgotten
photographs, riverside villages, churches, spring
flowers, copper beeches and graceful willows. 144
large softback pages, 25.4 x 22.9cm.
£25 NOW £8.50  SAVE £16.50!

Alexis Soyer adds the finishing touches to a
sauce in the kitchen of the Reform Club.

The picturesque inner channel at The
Island, Hythe End.

True Crime
98040 ENGLISH CONVICT HULKS 1600s
to 1868  cont...
mutiny and employed William Bligh of the ‘Bounty’
mutiny to captain his ships.  There are biographies
of some of the colourful rogues, children and
gentleman thieves who were crammed together
and condemned to spend years in despair,
starvation and degradation, often with their arms
and legs manacled and subject to vicious
punishments for minor infringements of the
regulations.  In theory, the hulks were simply
holding pens until convicts could be shipped off to
the new colonies in Australia, but many sentenced
to be transported for terms of between seven years
to life were destined to serve most of, if not all,
their term onboard.  Those that did make it to the other side of the world after a harrowing journey were seldom
better off and their story is told in the final chapter.  12 pages of photos and woodcuts including a vagrant being
whipped through the streets 16c. woodcut (see illus. above) and the hanging of Guy Fawkes.  212 pages.
£25 NOW £9  SAVE £16!

97841 ACCIDENTAL
ICON: How I Dodged a
Bullet, Spoke Truth to
Power and Lived to
Tell the Tale
by Norman Scott
Norman Scott had his 15
minutes of world fame in
1979 during the notorious
Jeremy Thorpe trial, and he
returned to the public eye
more recently with a spate
of films about the scandal.
Growing up with horses,
Norman Josiffe, to use his
real name, took a job as a

stable apprentice in the early 1960s where his boss,
Van, introduced him to MP Jeremy Thorpe, showing him
compromising letters from Thorpe which Scott later stole.
Meanwhile Thorpe told Scott to get in touch if he ever
needed help. After a row with Van, Scott left the stable
without his National Insurance cards which he needed
for future employment, then headed for Westminster to
ask Thorpe to help him retrieve them. According to
Scott, Thorpe took him to his mother’s house where he
raped him, and when Scott wrote a 17-page letter to
Thorpe’s mother describing their relationship, Thorpe’s
friend Peter Bessell was employed to keep an eye on
Scott and pay him a retainer. There followed ten years
during which Scott, increasingly mentally fragile, had a
series of dead-end modelling and stable jobs as Thorpe
rose on the political scene. During this time Scott married
and divorced, fathering a child with his wife Sue and
also with another female lover, although he was
primarily homosexual and writes of liaisons with such
famous people as the gay artist Francis Bacon. Things
came to a head when Andrew Gino Newton took Scott
onto the moors in his car, killed his dog Rinka and
pointed the gun at Scott. Fortunately the gun jammed.
Newton, who described himself in court as a hit-man,
was jailed but the story refused to go away and finally
in 1979 Thorpe and three friends were tried for
conspiracy to murder, with Scott being described by the
judge as a warped, hysterical fraud, a scrounger, a
whiner, and a spineless neurotic. Thorpe was acquitted
but his career was finished. In the book Scott admits to
lies and deceptions but maintains that the core story is
true. Read it and decide for yourself. 328pp, colour and
other photos. Remainder mark.
£22 NOW £8

97929 KILLER
COLLECTIONS: Dark
Artifacts from True
Crime  by Paul Gambino
Warning, this fascinating and
macabre book contains over
200 pages of photos and
information on incredible
artifacts, a compendium of
‘murderabilia’, collections of
ephemera relating to some of
the world’s most infamous
criminals and criminal acts.
There are photos of actual
bodies, vicious wounds,

poisonings, murder scenes, eyeball theft, gifts from
psychopaths, an original photograph of the Babes in the
Wood crime scene.  From an 18th century hangman’s
noose to Charles Manson’s cremation ashes, a document
signed by Lizzie Borden, and the circular saw confiscated
from the home of The Kansas City Butcher, many of
these pieces will be shown outside private collections for
the very first time.  This unique book offers a rare
opportunity to explore numerous personal archives,
showcasing murder weapons, crime scene photography,
police files, diaries, letters and other criminal ephemera,
alongside the fascinating and often disturbing stories
behind them.  Meet the collectors with unique and
privileged access to dozens of dangerous and disturbed
perpetrators, including Gacy who stated that he
eventually lost count of how many young men were
buried in his crawl
space, Bundy,
Dahmer, Ramirez,
Berkowitz and
Shawcross, and
discover new
insights into their
troubling
psychology and
infamous crimes.
Fully illus., 206
pages.
£25 NOW £15

98033 ADVENTURES
OF A VICTORIAN CON
WOMAN
by Mick Davis and
David Lassman
Sub-titled ‘The Life and
Crimes of Mrs Gordon
Baillie’, known throughout
her life as Annie, she was
born in the direst poverty in
the small Scottish fishing
town of Peterhead in 1848.
Illegitimate and illiterate,
her beauty and intelligence
nevertheless enabled her to
overcome her circumstances
and become a charming and

wealthy socialite living a life of luxury whilst raising
money for worthy causes and charitable works.  Behind
her supposed perfect and contented life, however, lay
one of the most notorious and compulsive swindlers of
the Victorian Age.  Her fraudulent fundraising and larger-
than-life schemes played out across four decades and
three continents, Europe, America and Australasia, and
involved landowners, crofters, aristocrats, politicians,
bankers, socialist revolutionaries, operatic stars and the
cultural icons of the day.  She became mistress to a rich
aristocrat, married a world-renowned male opera singer
and later took as a lover a vicar’s son with anarchist
tendencies.  For most of her ‘career’ she kept one step
ahead of the law and her nemesis, Inspector Henry
Marshall of Scotland Yard, but finally becoming undone
through her own compulsion for petty theft, despite her
amassed fortune.  During her life she used more than 40
aliases, produced four children and spent her way
through millions of ill-gotten pounds, dollars and other
currencies.  But at the turn of the 20th century, her
notoriety was such that she took refuge in America and
disappeared from history.  Read the true crime story of a
master swindler and charming con-artist who became
one of the most notorious female criminals of the
Victorian Age. 350 pages.
£25 NOW £8  SAVE £17!

97935 MURDER OF THE
WHITECHAPEL MISTRESS
by Neil Watson
Sub-titled: ‘Victorian London’s
Sensational Murder Mystery’ by the
author of ‘The Denham Massacre’.  This is
the true story of respected businessman,
Henry Wainwright, who had everything he
needed in 1871: a loving wife and five
children, a delightful London townhouse and
successful family business, but just one
year later, Henry’s life would be turned
upside down.  He embarked on a risky
affair, setting his mistress, Harriet Lane, up
in lodgings with an allowance to look after
herself and the couple’s two children as
they pretended to be husband and wife.  It

was at this time that Henry’s finances tumbled out of control; with
gambling debts and a failing business, bankruptcy loomed.  His world
started to crumble and what happened next as he tried to regain control
involved a scandalous conspiracy which ended in murder and ruined the
lives of three families.  This fast-moving story will transport the reader
to the East End of Victorian London, revealing information on the lives
of those involved and detailing the police investigation and the subsequent Old Bailey trial.  14 years before the
infamous Jack the Ripper Murders, it was the original ‘Whitechapel Mystery’ and probably the most sensational
criminal case of the 1870s.  It’s a story of love, weakness and devious, desperate liars.  The author has 30 years
of policing experience. Many illus, 265 pages.
£25 NOW £10

97627 MEN WHO WERE SHERLOCK HOLMES
A True-Life Victorian Murder Mystery

by Daniel Smith
Before Sherlock Holmes, there were Joseph Bell and

Henry Littlejohn, brilliant Victorian medics whose powers
of observation helped shape modern forensic

investigation, and inspired Bell?s young medical student,
Arthur Conan Doyle. In 1893, their skills were put to a

dramatic test when 20-year-old army officer Cecil
Hambrough was murdered. His tutor, Arthur Monson,

was deeply in debt and had secretly taken out two life-
insurance policies on Hambrough worth £20,000. A

mysterious shooting companion, shady financial dealings
and a vanishing bookie added further intrigue. With

fingerprinting and blood analysis still in their infancy, Bell
and Littlejohn relied on meticulous observation,

photography and painstaking investigation to uncover
the truth. Their evidence helped bring Monson to trial in
a gripping courtroom drama. Reveals the real forensic
pioneers whose methods helped create the legendary

world of Sherlock Holmes. 254pp, paperback,
monochrome photos.
£10.99 NOW £5

97049 FATE DEALS A
HAND
by George Behe
The Slippery Fortunes
of Titanic’s
Professional Gamblers.
A fascinating true-crime angle
on the Titanic, uncovering
the shadowy world of
professional gamblers and
con-men who targeted
transatlantic voyages.  Long
before the iceberg, luxury
liners like the Titanic
attracted card sharps who
made a living by cheating

wealthy passengers at games of chance. This book
follows three such figures - George Brereton, Charles
Romaine and Harry “Kid” Homer - as they infiltrate first-
class society, using charm, deception and sleight of hand
to move among businessmen, politicians and social elites
in the ship’s smoking rooms and salons.  When disaster
strikes on the night of 14 April, their story takes an even
stranger turn, as they continue playing even as the ship
begins to sink, before making a dramatic escape aboard
a “sneak boat”. The narrative then traces their later lives
and enduring legends.  225 pages, illus.
£20 NOW £6.50

96740 PRIVATE INQUIRIES
by Caitlin Davies

The female private detective has been a staple of
popular culture for over 150 years, from Victorian lady
sleuths to ‘busy-body spinsters’ and gun-toting modern
PIs, but what about the real-life women behind these

fictional tales?  We meet Antonia Moser, the first woman
to open her own agency, Annette Kerner, who ran the

Mayfair Detective Agency on Baker Street in the 1940s,
and Liverpool sleuth Zena Scott-Archer who became the

first woman president of the World Association of
Detectives. A terrific caseload including peephole

servants, secret watchings, straight-shooting women, the
Case of the Disappearing Whiskey, rogue daters, She-
lock Holmes, the art of shadowing and how the best

disguise is a woman. 320 pages, illus.
£20 NOW £3.50 REDUCED

96402 REAL TED HASTINGS
by Robin Jarossi
Line of Duty is widely regarded as today’s defining TV
crime drama. This book explores how the series draws
on real-life crimes, events, and figures - most notably
Robert Mark, the inspiration for Ted Hastings. In the
1970s, Mark confronted widespread corruption in the
CID, overseeing the departure of 478 officers during his
nearly five-year tenure, compared to an average of 16
per year in the previous decade. The author also shows
how the character Dot Cottan echoes the real-life
Detective Chief Superintendent Bill Moody, who was
jailed for corruption. 235 pages, paperback.
£9.99 NOW £2.75

97694 TRULY CRIMINAL:
Anthology of True Crime
by Martin Edwards
A compelling collection of
essays from leading members of
the Crime Writers’ Association,
revisiting some of the most
notorious and intriguing cases in
British criminal history - with
plenty of surprises along the
way.  Contributors include Peter
Lovesey, Andrew Taylor, Kate
Clarke, Paul French, Linda
Stratmann, Kate Ellis, Catherine
Aird, Quentin Bates and Jim

Doherty. Particularly fascinating is an unpublished essay
by Margery Allingham on the Wallace case, a mystery
that has fascinated crime writers for more than 80 years.
Explore fresh perspectives on the Brides in the Bath,
Maybrick and Moat Farm mysteries, the Rouse case,
and lesser-known crimes from Shetland and Kent.
There’s even the extraordinary case of Catherine Foster,
who murdered her husband with poisoned dumplings -
proof that crime can lurk in the most unexpected places!
292pp, paperback.
£14.99 NOW £6 MORE OVER PAGE

!!!!!

Henry shooting Harriet Lane,
Famous Crimes Magazine.
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97926 HOLLYWOOD BOUND
by Tony Nourmand and Peter Doggett
A Marilyn Monroe lookalike with tight cropped
pants, high heels, big bust squeezed into a silky
bra, and platinum blonde hair pouts suggestively
at the camera, bound in chains, on the front cover
of this rare find, a photographic ride through the
history of movie bondage.  Hollywood was a city
of extremes: not for Tinseltown the carefully
judged subtleties of shot and tone that were the
hallmark of the art-house auteurs.  It demanded
passion, thrills, suspense, violent outbursts of
emotion and movement - and so for every
protagonist sweeping his way across the screen
with a silvery rapier or a sensuous leer, there had
to be a victim, waiting to be tossed aside with

contemptuous ease or devoured whole in a paroxysm of lust. And so
it was that innocent maidens were pinned down by rapacious
seducers; monstrous villains chained to receive their just desserts;
valiant heroes manacled or trussed or viciously tied, awaiting the
cruellest of tortures, physical or psychological - only to free
themselves in the final reel, and carry off the equally endangered
heroines to safety and starry-eyed romance.  Among the high-
quality glossy mono images are Charlton Heston from the 1956 The
10 commandments and again in 1968 in Planet of the Apes, Sidney
Poitier and Tony Curtis bound together in The Defiant Ones of 1958,
and Marlon Brando in One -Eyed Jacks 1961. And not forgetting
Tarzan and the Mermaids, Burt Lancaster in the Crimson Pirate 1952
and Sherlock Holmes’ House of Fear with a rare glimpse into the
exotic private lives of Watson and Holmes.  And not forgetting of

course King Kong and other scenes with gorillas, Superman and Captain America, the Bride of Frankenstein and
Alan Ladd kidnapping Veronica Lake in the classic noir film This Gun for Hire of 1942. Lots of gagging and lassos and
binding.  Researched and collated with typical stylish flair by editor Tony Nourmand and featuring insightful text by
author Peter Doggett, this is a photographic guide to the history of movie bondage. Includes over 100 photographs
reproduced to the highest quality.  23 x 28cm.  128 pages, full price.
ONLY £19.95

97943 X-RATED ADULT MOVIE
POSTERS OF THE 60s AND 70s
by Tony Nourmand, Graham Marsh
and Peter Doggett
“Presented in Throbbing Colour, Explicitly
Informative, Vividly Graphic” Sex sells!
Sea wild, wild parties of sex sophisticates
with scenes in blushing colour, the orgy at
Lil’s place, the nude Art class, the
swappers, the whipping scene, strip dice
game, beautiful girls wrestling, Is there
sex after marriage? Don’t ask the wife,
ask Julie! While husband is away wife will
play! Busty girls in tiny thongs, ankle
boots and whips, blonde hair and beautiful
face alive, here are odd tastes and bizarre
and intimate journeys for adventurous
adults. A busty blonde in a pastiche the

famous Uncke Sam US poster wants you to enlist in the army of love!
Since moving pictures were invented, nothing promotes a movie better
than unashamedly sexual advertising.  Featuring over 350 orgasmic
posters, pressbooks and stills from the Golden Age of the X-rated movie,
this volume is an inspiration for graphic designers and creatives alike, an
invaluable time-capsule for historians, and an irresistible page-turner for
everyone else.  Scantily-clad forms abound suspended above screaming taglines and provocative titles, like the not-
so classic Flesh Gordon, Kiss Me Mate, Hot Lunch and Oh! so many more. Very occasionally, this formula was
broken: when the soft-core masterpiece Emmanuelle was released in 1974, one of the most respected designers in
the business, the original Mad Man Steve Frankfurt, was even persuaded to work on the poster campaign.  Of
course, such sophistication was an exception.  As Peter writes, “Variations on the same glamour-mag approach -
women, breasts, buttocks - were routine, with pictures and typography that often looked as if it had been thrown at
the poster rather than artfully arranged.”  Gloriously retro featuring the crème de la crème of X posters, it is destined
to become a cult classic.  17.27 x 23.62 cm.  288 pages.
£29.95 NOW £19.95

97917 100 MOVIE POSTERS: The
Essential Collection by Tony Nourmand
For the first time, world vintage movie poster
authority Tony Nourmand shares his personal
selection of the 100 essential movie posters of all
time.  For 30 years, Nourmand has been
instrumental in redefining 20th century movie
posters as an art form and a valuable collectible.
He brings his vast experience and wealth of
knowledge to these pages, defining a great or
essential movie poster as the most effective in
terms of design and impact.  Noted for their
humour and bright colours here is the work of
Mauzan who produced over 2000 posters often
starring the beautiful Acrobat Musidora in her
iconic black bodysuit, the original vamp character
and leader of a criminal gang.  Other posters are
for ultramodern science fiction melodramas which
were a comment on art and technology, on the
silent era experimental film Berlin, a German poster for Metropolis of 1927 with a
staggering futuristic gothic opera theme, enlightened portrayals of female
sexuality and steamy movies marketed as educational.  The collection features
stunning images from famous designers like Saul Bass, Paul Rand and Bill Gold;
renowned photographers like Philippe Halsman, Eddie Adams and George
Hurrell and celebrated artists like Al Hirschfeld, Alberto Vargas and Richard
Amsel.  It features classic posters from King Kong, Breakfast at Tiffany’s and
Metropolis, as well as more unusual and lesser-known works from Eastern
Europe or the silent era. The beautiful and diverse imagery from around the
world is reproduced in magnificent quality and is accompanied by Nourmand’s
fascinating commentary and an insightful introduction by Christopher Frayling,
who writes: “Nourmand has the eye, the persistence, the enthusiasm and the
experience to select a ‘hundred best’ that actually means something.” Big full
page colour posters and explanatory text, one of the best is a double page
spread of the French poster for From Here to Eternity 1953 and see also
Casablanca, Cabin in the Sky, Gilda, Brief Encounter, Invasion of the
Bodysnatchers and dozens more. 25 x 29.5cm.  223 pages.
£29.95 NOW £22

Tony Nourmand is the world’s leading authority on original vintage movie
posters. He co-owned the prestigious Reel Poster Gallery in London for over

twenty years and was Christie’s, London, consultant for Vintage Film Posters. He
has produced over twenty books on the subject of movie posters and film. They

are worldwide best-sellers and are recognized as authoritative texts.

97675 DARK SIDE OF THE CUT
by Susan C. Law
Step into the dark side of Britain’s canals, where isolated
waterways became scenes of murder, violence, drunkenness
and rough justice during the Industrial Revolution. Chapters
cover Water Gypsies, Perks of the Job, Desperate Remedies
and dangerous liaisons, Atrocious Crimes and Gruesome
Facts, A Cry from the Boat Cabins and A Gang of Ruffians
among them. Far from today’s peaceful towpaths, these
waterways had their own tough culture, shady reputation
and sinister characters - with bodies sometimes turning up in
the water.  A brutal murder in 1839 caused a national outcry
and saw boatmen branded as outlaws by the press. Yet
behind the sensational headlines lies a fascinating world of
Water Gypsies, dangerous liaisons, atrocious crimes,
desperate remedies and gangs of ruffians.  Discover the
chaos when Leicester & Northampton Union Canal labourers
attacked guards attempting to recapture two army deserters,
sending villagers into panic. It is a rattling journey through
poverty, violence, hard drinking and everyday canal life -
with a warning to steer clear of the gin!  260 pages, historical
illus., engravings and photos, including the traditional method
of ‘legging’.
£20 NOW £7.50
97391 GALLERY OF MIRACLES AND MADNESS  by Charlie English
Subtitled ‘Insanity, Art and Hitler’s First Mass Murder Programme’, a gripping and unsettling history that connects
art, psychiatry and ideology in Nazi Germany, revealing how culture was drawn into the earliest stages of Hitler’s
vision of “cleansing” society.  Focusing on the remarkable Prinzhorn Collection - artworks created by psychiatric
patients in Weimar Germany - the book shows how these raw, expressive works astonished artists such as Paul
Klee, Max Ernst and Salvador Dalí, while later becoming entangled in Nazi propaganda and persecution. It traces
Hitler’s war on modern art through the infamous “Degenerate Art” exhibitions, alongside his broader campaign
against those deemed “unfit.”  Moves between art history, biography and political horror to show how creativity,
madness and ideology collided with devastating consequences. Includes maps, artist listings and colour and b/w
images. 304 pages.
£9.99 NOW £3.50

97689 ROSE, THE BASTARD AND THE SAINT
KING: The Murder of Henry VI  by A. W.
Boardman
In May 1471, London became the dramatic battleground of
the Wars of the Roses, as the Bastard of Fauconberg and
thousands of Lancastrian supporters launched a desperate
assault to free the imprisoned Henry VI. Their failure
helped seal the fate of the Lancastrian dynasty and
secured Edward IV’s remarkable return to the throne.
This forgotten siege throws new light on Edward IV, the
young Richard, Duke of Gloucester - later Richard III - and
the extraordinary influence of the Earl of Warwick, whose
plans survived even his death at Barnet. It also reveals
why rebellion spread across southeast England and why
Henry VI continued to be revered as a saint long after his
death.  Drawing on contemporary evidence, this first full-

length study reconstructs where the fighting took place and explores one of history’s
most intriguing questions: was the future Richard III responsible for Henry VI’s
murder?  264 pages, maps.
£22.99 NOW £8.50
97085 INTELLIGENT SPY’S HANDBOOK  by Robin Renwick
From Francis Walsingham born 1532, Sir George Downing, poets and playwrights like Christopher Marlowe and
Andrew Marvell, Cromwell’s other spymaster John Thurloe, and Wellington’s code breaker George Scovell, T.E.
Lawrence to James Bond, intelligence work has always drawn an eclectic mix of personalities - ideological zealots,
master manipulators, egotists, and cold-blooded. Here are too Bolshevik agents and femmes fatales like Catherine
Walston for Graham Greene and Ann Rothermere for Ian Fleming. We hear, for instance, of how Kim Philby, to
have fun at the expense of his colleagues, kept a photograph in his office of Mount Ararat, taken from the Soviet
side.  And rom the chemical castration of Alan Turing to the personal sacrifices Oleg Gordievsky made to become
Britain’s most successful Soviet mole. Colour and mono plates, 256 pages.
£20 NOW £8
97121 LIVING IN EARLY VICTORIAN LONDON  by Michael Alpert
London in the 1840s was a city of dramatic contrasts: vast, smoky, and restless, where immense wealth coexisted
with crushing poverty.  Against this charged urban backdrop unfolded one of the most sensational crimes of the
age: the 1849 murder of Patrick O’Connor by Frederick and Maria Manning. Drawing on the trial transcripts
alongside  other sources we see how Londoners worked, shopped, cooked, clothed themselves, fell ill, and died;
how they worshipped, read, sought entertainment, and struggled to educate their children; and how they
navigated the hopes and anxieties of life in an overcrowded and rapidly changing metropolis.  Londoners enjoyed
the conveniences of the Penny Post and the omnibus and benefited from the growing presence of an organised
police force.  Yet much of the city still retained a medieval character.  By weaving crime, social history, and urban
transformation together, Alpert captures a society caught between innovation and brutality, progress and
persistence. 214 pages, photos including cartoons.
£22 NOW £11
97055 POOR BICKERTON: A Journey to the Dark Heart of Georgian England
by Stephen Haddelsey
The extraordinary life and tragic decline of John Bickerton is revealed through the records of his 1833 inquest, opening
a window onto the harsher realities behind the elegant world of the Jane Austen era.  Born in 1755 into a Shropshire
farming family, Bickerton moved through Oxford and Cambridge, briefly pursued ordination, and drifted into a life
marked by instability, imprisonment and periods of apparent mental illness. At various points he described himself as a
“Reverend”, was detained after attempting to approach the King, and was later confined in Coldbath Fields prison
under harsh conditions that reflected the era’s brutal treatment of poverty and madness.  Following his release, he
briefly re-emerged in legal circles and even attached himself, in highly unusual circumstances, to Hertford College,
Oxford, before ending his life in poverty and neglect in 1833. His death, while carrying letters from former prime
ministers, became a talking point that exposed the fragile boundaries between insanity, criminality and destitution in
early 19th-century Britain. Debtor’s prison and steady decline soon followed. 240 pages, illus.
£20 NOW £7.50
97658 SCOTLAND YARD  by Simon Read
A History of the London Police Force?s Most Infamous Murder Cases, this riveting true-crime history follows Scotland
Yard from its creation in 1829 through to the Second World War, revealing the gruesome cases that helped shape
modern policing. Chapters cover A Murder in the Manor, A
Death in Duddlewick, Chasing Crippen, The Brides in the Bath,
War Crimes, and Human Wickedness of All Kinds, and begins
with Ratcliffe Highway Murders among the tenements, taverns,
shops on the crowded narrow byway that ran from the Tower of
London past Wapping to Shadwell. As the world?s first modern,
professional and centrally organised police force, Scotland Yard
pioneered techniques including fingerprinting, bloodstain analysis,
ballistics and systematic evidence collection, even making early
attempts at criminal profiling. Its extraordinary detective work
captivated audiences on both sides of the Atlantic - sometimes
seeming more incredible than fiction.  From the chilling Ratcliffe
Highway Murders among the crowded streets and taverns of
Wapping and Shadwell, to Chasing Crippen, The Brides in the
Bath, War Crimes and Human Wickedness of All Kinds, these
cases reveal the darker side of London and the relentless pursuit
of justice.  Drawing on court transcripts, investigative files and
meticulous research, this is a fascinating blend of crime, police
history and gripping storytelling. 470pp, well illus.
$35 NOW £7.50

True Crime

The traditional method of ‘legging’
through a tunnel was exhausting work for
boatmen, such as these on the Cromford
Canal in Derbyshire.

A gruesome discovery is made beneath
the kitchen flagstones at No.3 Miniver
Place, Bermondsey.

Edward IV redrawn
from an original
painted c.1510.
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98054 ULTIMATE SOUP
MAKER cont...

FROM ICE CREAM, SOUPS, TAPAS & APPETISERS TO FUN DRINKS AT HOME!

to something more substantial -
soups can be healthy, comforting,
hearty and nourishing, as well as
easy to incorporate into your daily
diet.  Super Quick - prepare
family favourites such as Roasted
Tomato and Leek and Potato soup
in half the time.  Economical -
soup makers not only reduce food
waste but also precious time spent
slaving over the hob and doing
the washing up. Affordable models are stocked widely.  Healthy - the average spend on fresh soup has doubled in the
past 10 years. All recipes can be made from beginning to end in soup makers featuring a sauté function or otherwise
prepared in a pan before transferring to a soup maker. Each recipe serves four people and includes suggestions for
additional garnishes.  Colour illustrated, 18.8 x 24cm.  128 page paperback with every recipe photographed.
£10.99 NOW £6

98053 TAPAS AND
OTHER SPANISH
PLATES TO SHARE
by Ryland Peters & Small
Bring an authentic taste of
Spain to your table with this
collection of more than 60
mouth-watering recipes for
small plates to mix, match
and share.  Traditionally
served as a bar snack with a
glass of sherry or a cold beer, tapas have become a firm favourite thanks to its wide
variety and versatility.  Whether you are serving a starter before a meal, enjoying
some small bites with drinks, or going all out and filling the table with multiple dishes to

feast on, there is no bad time to indulge in these flavour-filled dishes.  This book includes all the classics from the
perennially popular Patatas Bravas and Spanish Omelette, Meatballs in Tomato Sauce, Stuffed Mushrooms to
Chorizo in Red Wine and Peppers Stuffed with Salt Cod.  Or try your hand at stuffed mussels, Spanish clams with
Serrano ham, marinated anchovies, hot sandwiches, ham and chicken croquettes, chicken with garlic, chickpea
tortilla, baked eggs flamenco style, potato fritters with chorizo, vegetable saute, Spanish flatbread or marinated
peppers. All are colourful healthy and delicious.  Many of these dishes can be made in advance for ease, so you
too can enjoy time with your friends - Buen Provecho!  144 pages, delicious full page colour photos.
£14.99 NOW £9.50

98032 500 BEST EVER RECIPES: APPETISERS  by Anne Hildyard
Sub-titled ‘The Ultimate Collection of First Courses and Finger Food, Snacks and
Starters, Dips and Dippers, Shown in 500 Stunning Photographs’.  A superb collection
of 500 recipes featuring an appetizer for every type of occasion, from first courses and
finger foods to party bites, including dips, hot and cold soups, salads, pâtés, terrines
and mousses, cheese and eggs, poultry and meat, fish and shellfish, and hearty
vegetable dishes.  Whether you want appetizers to start off a meal or to serve as a
buffet spread or nibble like TAPAS, this collection of recipes will fit the bill, an
incredible choice of delectable little morsels to whet the appetite.  The recipes are
drawn from across the world,  classics such as French Onion Soup or Roasted
Tomatoes and Mozzarella with Basil Oil; Mediterranean delights such as Tapenade and
Aioli with Vegetables, crisp fried aubergine, vegetable tempura, courgette fritters, sea
trout moose, Fragrant Spiced Lamb on Mini Poppadums, Baba Ganoush with Lebanese
Flatbread, and Fish and Chermoula Mini Pies; Scallops Wrapped in Prosciutto for a
stylish dinner; tasty party bites such as deep fried onion rings, tortilla wrap with
tabbouleh and avocado, Mini Saffron Fish Cakes and Fiery Tuna Spring Rolls, and

Crab Dim Sum with Chinese Chives; and more substantial snacks and first courses such as Beef Empanadas,
Mexican chicken fajitas, Peking duck,  spicy fish rosti, Chicken Flautas, or Halloumi and Grape Salad.  Illustrated
with over 500 photographs and explained with clear step-by-step instructions and nutritional notes help you to plan
a healthy menu, handy hints and advice on ingredients, as well as suggestions for quick and easy variations.  256
glossy wipe clean page softback, colour.  17 x 22cm.
ONLY £4

98051 SPIRITED: How To Create Easy, Fun Drinks
at Home  by Signe Johansen
With chapters on drambling (the joy of winter walks and
whisky), creative and delicious drinks to serve at gatherings,
warming nightcaps and non-alcoholic ‘soothies’ to calm an ailing
spirit, there is a tipple here for every occasion.  They are
organised by rise and shine, tea and coffee, savoury, weekend
projects, wild things, parties, stiffeners, cupboard cocktails,
restoratives and winter warmers and with a few food and drink
pairing ideas.  A flavour-focused drinks recipe book with a
feminist slant, Spirited opens up the ‘boys’ club’ world of serious
cocktails and features 50 drinks, both alcoholic and booze-free, all
fuelled by a cook’s palate and a love of creative ingredients.
Signe Johansen’s recipes play with a wide range of flavours such
as fresh, floral, herbal and spicy notes, and encourage you to
think like a cook not a bartender.  Examples include lemon

vanilla barley water, iced coffee horchata, smoothies with berries, rosehip vodka, strawberry daiquiri, mint melon and
lime, and Irish hot spiced port. There is also a collection of recipes called Cupboard Cocktails made from staple
ingredients you may already have in your kitchen and more ambitious weekend projects for gifts or special occasions.
We celebrate the convivial and social experience of healthy hedonism and raising a glass together.  Prettily colour
decorated 144 pages.
£14.99 NOW £5

98038 COMPLETE AGA COOKBOOK
by Mary Berry and Lucy Young
Over 150 recipes for every kind of oven, there’s
plenty of time and energy saving tips, great
combinations and colour of food, prep time and
serving simple four point instructions and a huge,
delicious colour photograph to the side.  Favourites
include baked fennel with red peppers and
parmesan, pork steaks with a quick mushroom and
mustard sauce, chicken breasts with leek, potatoes
and thyme, glazed lamb with sauce paloise, and lots
of ideas for afternoon teas and cakes like a
chocolate fudge tray bake, apricot and pumpkin
seed oat bites or banana and yoghurt cakes, a
treacle pudding or meringues.   Whether you are an

AGA aficionado or have never cooked on an AGA before, Mary Berry and Lucy
Young’s new AGA cookbook is just what you need by your side.  It is 30 years
since AGA first got in touch with Mary Berry about producing the AGA
handbook and now she has combined, improved, updated and revamped the
pervious books with Lucy’s help.  There have been many new trends in cooking
in the intervening years, and a plethora of new ingredients, and Mary explores
them in new recipes, adapting many ideas to the Aga way of cooking, on every
type and size of AGA.  As Mary herself says, an Aga rapidly becomes the
centre attraction of the kitchen, acting as a warm focus for family, friends and
animals. Tips from melting chocolate on the back shelf, to frying drop scones on
the Boiling Plate and slow roasting overnight in your Simmering Oven.  A few
recipes will be familiar, adapted old favourites, which Mary just couldn’t bear to
leave out!  19.4 x 25cm, 270 pages.
£30 NOW £14  SAVE £16!

Food & Drink
98103 PERFECT
TONIC
by Camper English
Sub-titled ‘The
Remarkable Medicinal
History of Beer, Wine,
Spirits and Cocktails’
and shortlisted for the
André Simon Food & Drink
Book Award, an
intoxicating interconnected
history of booze and
medicine from one of the
world’s foremost cocktail
writers.  The intertwined
stories of medicine and alcohol stretch back to the ancient world, and involve alchemy,

madness and monks, not to mention microbiology, biochemistry and germ theory.  Consider the Negroni. The
bittersweet cocktail dating to the early 1900s is made of equal parts gin, sweet vermouth and Campari.  Gin takes
its name and flavour from the juniper tree, which medieval doctors burned to ward off bubonic plague and other
miasmas. ‘Vermouth’ comes from the German word for wormwood, a herb famous for its ability to rid the body of
intestinal parasites.  Campari is a brand of liqueur dating to 1860 with a secret recipe probably containing gentian
(effective against indigestion) and rhubarb root (used as a laxative).  The perfect cocktail of curative ingredients is
now self-prescribed as an aperitif.  Now Camper English reveals how and why the contents of our medicine and
liquor cabinets were, until surprisingly recently, one and the same.  Line art and advertising. 348 page paperback.
£10.99 NOW £5

WHAT A GREAT IDEA - CHEERS!

!!!!!

97447 RECIPES FROM THE
WOODS: The Book of Game
and Forage
by Jean-François Mallet
“Old-style roasts rediscovered for
the modern table.” - Sunday
Telegraph. 100 delicious recipes
featuring game and foraged
ingredients showcase the pleasure of
cooking from the woods. Respected
French chef and writer Jean-François Mallet turns ingredients such as chestnuts, nettles,
dandelion leaves, mushrooms, wild strawberries and snails into wonderfully tempting
dishes.  Chapters cover furred game - venison, wild boar and hare; feathered game -
partridge, pheasant and quail; plus mushrooms, herbs, snails, nuts and berries. Try
Sautéed Venison with Port and Chestnuts, Hare Spring Rolls, Tagliatelle with Ceps,
Duck with Cherries and Olives, Wild Asparagus with Walnut Sauce, Partridge with
Kale, or Wild Strawberry Tartlets.  With vibrant photography, a useful foraging and
mushroom glossary and plenty of inspiration, this is a delicious invitation to explore the

woods, discover new ingredients and bring their wild flavours home.  Tall tartan cover, pagemarker, 18.7 x 27.6cm.
240 pages. Illustrated in colour. Quality UK publication from Phaidon.
£29.95 NOW £14  SAVE £15.95!

“I thought foraging for food was
just a passing fad until I read this...
The recipes are so beguiling and
the beauties of autumn in the

photographs so evocative that I’m
converted...” - Countrylife.co.uk

97359 WINE BOTTLE CADDY 25 x 12.5cm
by CraftMedley
It’s Wine o’clock! Use this fun, convenient
wooden caddy to carry a wine bottle and two
glasses with one hand!  It is ready to decorate
with paints, stains, glitter, pens, embellishments
and more!  Its lightweight design makes it easy to
carry, while providing secure support for the bottle and is
suitable for standard sized wine bottles, ideal for gifting, taking wine to parties,
picnics, or other social gatherings.  Compact for easy storage with a practical and
functional design. 4.9" x 9.8" (25 x 12.5cm) decorated with the outlines of the
words ‘Wine Time’ and bunches of grapes on their vines. Cheers!
ONLY £2.50

97161 MY NEW ROOTS: Plant-Based & Vegetarian Recipes for Every Season
by Sarah Britton
A vibrant celebration of modern vegetarian cooking, this collection brings together over 100 fresh, flavour-packed
recipes, which include Black Lentil Salad with Tzatziki, Avocado and Pea Shoots, Grain-Free Black Kale Sushi Rolls,
and Roasted Parsnips with Pomegranate Glaze and Za’atar, alongside soups, drinks, and desserts such as Courgette
and Coconut Noodle Soup, Homemade Ginger Ale, Chocolate Chilli, and Chai-Spiced Upside-Down Plum Cake.  With
options that are dairy-free, sugar-free, gluten-free, low-carb, and nutrient-rich, the book emphasises balance, flavour,
and accessibility. Colour photography, 256 pages, extra-large softback.
£16.99 NOW £6

97401 MEDITERRANEAN SMALL PLATES: Platters and Spreads from the
World’s Healthiest Cuisine  by Clifford Wright
Mediterranean food expert and James Beard Award winner Clifford Wright presents a
mouth-watering collection of recipes for tapas from Spain, meze from Greece, Turkey and
the Balkans, hors d’oeuvre from France, antipasti from Italy, mazza from the Middle
Eastern North Africa, and other small plates. Enjoy making and sharing: Catalonian
Spinach Empanadas with Raisins and Pine Nuts, Puff Pastry Crescents with Saffron
Chicken and Almonds, Pizza style frittata, Tomato and Avocado Salad, Baked Zucchini
Stuffed with Shrimp in the Provencal Style, Artichoke and Mozzarella Crostini, Fresh
Favas, Young Artichokes and Spring Peas in the Sicilian Style Lamb empanadas, Grilled
Feta Cheese in Grape Leaves, Grilled Moroccan-Style Skewers of Spicy Ground Beef
Prosciutto with peaches and many more. Stunning colour photography, with
measurement equivalents, 192 pages in large softback.
£12.99 NOW £5.50  BACK IN STOCK

95931 COOKING WITH MUSHROOMS: A Fungi Lover’s Guide  by Andrea Gentl
Nearly 100 inventive mushroom recipes take you from adaptogen-spiced granola to schnitzel made with king
trumpets. Start the day with Soupy Eggs with Chanterelles, enjoy a lunch of Mushroom Larb or Crispy Shiitake
‘Bacon’ Endive Wedge Salad, and elevate dinner with Mushroom Ragu or Roast Chicken with Miso Mushroom Butter.
Desserts, like Maple Mushroom Ice Cream, offer unexpected, delicious twists.  Familiar dishes - lasagna, risotto,
bourguignon, brownies - are transformed with bold flavours and surprising ingredients. Illustrated with colour photos of
each dish and colour-coded page edges. 240 pages, 19 × 26cm.
£25 NOW £3.50  SAVE £21.50!
96643 AIR FRYER INSTANT POT COOKBOOK  by Sara Quesenberry
Balsamic Beef Short Ribs, Pulled Pork Sandwiches, Everything Bagel Mozzarella Sticks, Falafel, Pastrami-Spiced
Chicken, Crab Cakes, Pork Katzu, Avocado Fries with Spicy May Dip, Baked S’mores Bananas, Baby Back
Memphis Ribs, Crispy Tofu with Thai Noodles. A versatile cookbook packed with 100+ recipes for every kind of
eater - vegetarian, vegan, keto, meat-loving and more. It features easy, flavour-rich dishes for both the Air Fryer
and Instant Pot, from Breakfast Chimichangas and Avocado Fries to Double Chocolate Cheesecake. Clear
instructions, bright photos, and helpful guidance on prep time, serving sizes and essential appliance tips make fast,
healthy cooking simple. 160 pages, 20 × 24 cm.
£12.99 NOW £4
97413 STUFFED: A History of Good Food and Hard Times In Britain
by Pen Vogler
Every dish or chapter has an essential ingredient - the strawberry, the turnip, potatoes, goose, herring, jam, cheese,
oatmeal, salt beef, Yorkshire pudding, gruel, wine and ale, pickles, mustard, beans, sugar and confectionery are the
main characters in the bigger story of Enclosures, children and families, sharing and crises. Each ingredient opens a
window onto larger themes including enclosure, poverty, family life, war, trade, social change and national identity.
Drawing on cookbooks, literature and historical records, Vogler traces how food has influenced everything from
medieval inns and Victorian food scandals to post-war supermarkets and modern food banks. Along the way she
uncovers the stories behind beloved dishes, seasonal traditions and the nation’s enduring obsessions with bread,
puddings and a good cup of tea. A Sunday Times Book of the Year and Waterstones Best Food & Drink Book of 2023,
an all-consuming read about food, health and power, scholarly and extremely funny. 454 pages
£22 NOW £8  SAVE £14!
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HISTORICAL FICTION

97870 REVENGE OF
ROME
by Simon Scarrow
Rome and Boudica - a duel
to the death.  In AD61,
Britannia is divided.  The
rebel horde has been
defeated but their leader
Boudica is still at large,
together with her remaining
warriors, and a cadre of
Rome-hating druids.  With
them is the glorious eagle
standard of the Ninth Legion,
taken in ambush, flaunted
now as proof that Rome can

yet be beaten.  The toll on Rome has been heavy.
Besides the countless men lost, three major towns of
the province lie in ruins. The charred bodies of the
dead are strewn along the streets and across the
surrounding countryside.  For Centurion Macro, there is
the scarring knowledge that his mother perished in the
attack on Londinium.  He and his long-standing
comrade-in-arms Prefect Cato are tasked by the
Governor to hunt down the remnants of the enemy
army.  Death or enslavement are the only options for
the last of the rebels, and there can be no peace until
the queen is captured or killed. Roman honour will only
then be restored when the eagle of the Ninth Legion
has been recovered.  411 page elegant hardback, tiny
remainder mark, fairly large print.
£22 NOW £8.50

97940 TYRANT OF
ROME: Eagles of the
Empire
by Simon Scarrow
AD 63. The City of Rome.
The most dangerous place in
the Empire.  The fates of
military heroes Macro and
Cato lie in Emperor Nero’s
bloody hands. Under the
reckless and tumultuous
leadership of Emperor, Rome
is descending into near-
anarchy and conspiracy.  The
brutal execution of 400 slaves
has led to rioting and

discontent.  Only the strongest soldier could maintain
control.  Nero turns to Prefect Cato to help save his
reign from collapse.  Cato has been lying low after a
heroic campaign to quash the Boudica uprising. Now he
is called upon to serve again. As the new Prefect of the
Urban Cohorts in Rome, Cato needs a loyal and proven
officer by his side. Centurion Macro is willing to step up.
War and rebellion hold few fears for these seasoned
veterans but the politics and intrigue of Rome make
every day as perilous as the battlefield, and the fates of
both men, and of the empire, lie in the hands of the
most volatile emperor of the age.  Death awaits anyone
who dares to defy Nero.  Cato and Macro will need to
call on all their experience, native cunning and
bottomless courage to survive in this epic new
adventure of Roman military heroism.  Paperback,
403pp.
£9.99 NOW £5.50

98060 BOLEYN TRAITOR
by Philippa Gregory
A thrilling story of ambition,
power and the dark side of the
Tudor court from the Sunday
Times bestselling author and
winner of the Fiction Book of
the Year at the British Book
Awards 2026.  She rose as a
favourite. Will she fall as a
traitor?  In the dazzling,
dangerous world of the Tudor
Court, nothing is more
powerful than a secret, or
more deadly.  Jane Boleyn has

mastered many masks: loving wife, devoted sister,
and obedient spy.  But as the king’s rule advances into
tyranny, Jane must decide - keep playing her part, or
use the only power she really has, her voice.  The
novel opens in Greenwich Palace, 1534. Philippa
Gregory brings the Boleyn traitor into the light in an
explosive story of one woman’s survival in the
treacherous heart of the Tudor court.  ‘An immersive
visit to the Court of Henry VIII with its magnificence
and machinations, its pageantry and plotting’ - Saga.
Family tree, superb characterisation and historic
atmosphere. 488 luxury hardback pages.
£25 NOW £10  SAVE £15!

98059 BLOOD ON THE
TIBER
by B. M. Howard
When Rome falls, so too will
the world.  Murder, kidnap and
treachery stalk Rome’s winter
streets.  Christmas, 1797.
Erstwhile magistrate Felix
Gracchus wakes in the French
embassy beside the Tiber after
a serious bout of malaria.
Despite his poor health, the
intricate puzzle of a local
inheritance scandal proves

irresistible.  To his delight Lieutenant Vanderville has been assigned to the embassy intelligence section, tasked with
pacifying the rabidly pro-revolutionary local patriots who seek to overthrow the state and install a republic in Rome.
But a sudden, terrible development threatens to bring disaster upon the whole embassy.  Can the pair resolve it
before Napoleon Bonaparte brings the full force of the republic down upon Rome in vengeance? Will Vanderville
succeed in persuading the patriots from setting the city aflame? And why, amidst all this chaos, is Gracchus more
interested in finding a missing nurse and solving the intricate puzzle of a local family?  A totally engrossing historical
mystery rich in period detail and fascinating characters, perfect for fans of Steven Saylor and C. J. Sansom.  360 page
paperback.
£9.99 NOW £6

97843 AGAINST ALL GODS  by Miles Cameron
The gods are at war with humans in a cataclysmic conflict and the storm-god Enkul-Anu is
in a towering rage, because somewhere in the east he senses a disturbance cause by a
mortal who should be dead. Enkul-Anu is chief of the powerful rebel divinities who have
overthrown the old order of demons and titans, enslaving humanity in the process, and in a
demonstration of his insatiability he couples with his consort Sypa, goddess of lust, even as
they are fighting the monsters. He does not trust Nisroch, his son by Sypa who now acts as
chamberlain, and secretly prefers the offspring of his exiled wife Arrina. To his annoyance
Gamash of Weshwesh is looking for revenge for the death of his daughter Irene, slain by
Resheph, another of Enkul-Anu’s sons. As the scene switches to Gamash and his quest for
justice, the Furies arrive beating their red-black wings, incarnations of those unjustly killed
and now sent by Gul from the Underworld to drink deep of mortals’ rage and despair.
Gamash summons the Blue Deity, who speaks through the animated corpse of Gamash’s
daughter, vowing revenge as she takes Irene’s child. Gamash saddles his horse and starts
on a quest that takes him to the terrors of the Empty Lands, home of the Dry Ones, where
he learns the lies he has been fed and the secrets of the future. As the war gets under way

in the first of this series set in the age of Bronze, truth is the first casualty as deceit, spying and double-crossing
destroy families and friendships. ‘Featuring an expansive cast, an engaging plot, and a detailed eye for combat.’
496pp.
£22 NOW £6.50

97864 MARRIAGE OF FORTUNE  by Anne O’Brien
During the Wars of the Roses in 1469, three women of the Paston family must choose
between love and duty as they navigate marriage, scandal and political turmoil.
England, 1469.  Margaret Paston, matriarch of the family, knows that a favourable match
for one of her unruly daughters is the only way to survive the loss of their recently
acquired Caister Castle. But as the war rages on, dangerous enemies will threaten even
her best laid plans.  Margery is her eldest daughter, who has always strived to uphold the
Paston name and do her mother proud. But when she loses her heart to a man below her
station, she must make a terrible choice.  Anne Haute, first cousin to the Queen, is
embroiled in a longstanding betrothal to Sir John Paston, the eldest son and heir to the
Paston seat.  But despite his promises, Anne can’t help but doubt that he will ever keep
his word and make her his wife.  Magnificently researched, an enthralling story of strong
women and advantageous marriages by the Sunday Times bestselling author.  466pp in
elegant hardback with family trees of the Pastons and the Royal Houses of Lancaster and
York.
£14.99 NOW £7.50

97856 EMPEROR’S SWORD  by Christian Cameron
1373 and all of Europe is a battleground - England against France, Milan against the Pope,
Genoa against Venice.  In the East, the Ottomans are gradually swallowing what remains
of the Byzantine Empire.  The Chivalry series follows young William Gold who runs away
from London to follow the Black Prince, from the killing fields of France, through life as a
routier and criminal, and to redemption with the Knights of Saint John, further disillusion
and an eventual career as a professional soldier and knight.  Rich in the details of life in the
High Middle Ages, the story deals with modern issues about the role of violence in society,
rules of conflict and war, and the price that people pay for using violence.  As the wars
grind down into stalemate, Gold must find employment for his band of mercenaries, but as
sides change and treason becomes the order of the day, Gold faces hard choices about
chivalry, loyalty and the purpose of war.  326 pages in glamorous hardback.
£22 NOW £7
97876 VENETIAN HERETIC  by Christian Cameron
Sub-titled ‘The Adventure of the Red Mask’, in a city of masks, no one is what they seem
while Venice is alive with the magic and bustle of Carnevale.  Venice 1651.  A former
galley slave turned fencing master becomes entangled in a conspiracy involving assassins
and the Vatican while investigating murders of the city’s Libertini.  Swordsman Richard
Hughes has arrived on the banks of the Grand Canal looking for a simpler life, only to be
plunged into the thick of the murkiest, most dangerous European politics at a moment when
someone is trying to destroy the opera and Venice itself.  A city of mysterious masks and
gorgeous palaces, of riches, patricians, intellectuals and artists, amidst it all something rich
and glorious is being born - magnificent voices are soaring above the spires and domes,
astonishing costumes are being crafted, and audiences are being transported for the first
time by the power of the Opera.  But beneath it all is espionage, organised crime and
murder.  Hughes is plunged alongside Phillip de Chambray, a remarkable woman unable to
show her true self, deep into the time of the Inquisition of Venice with its wide powers,
midnight missions and many arrests.  384 pages in elegant hardback.
£22 NOW £7

97862 KING’S JEWEL  by Elizabeth Chadwick
Wales, 1093.  Meet Nesta, a woman trying to survive in a man’s world, where the men
who would protect her are dead and banished.  The warm, comfortable family life of young
Nesta, daughter of Prince Rhys of Deheubarth, is destroyed when her father is killed and
she is taken hostage.  Her honour is further tarnished when she is taken as an unwilling
concubine by King William’s ruthless younger brother Henry, who later ascends the throne
under suspicious circumstances.  Here we get into a tale of duty and desire and survival
between Norman and Welsh powers.  It is Nesta’s marriage that will really change the
course of her life.  Gerald FitzWalter, an ambitious young knight, is rewarded for his
unwavering loyalty to his new King with Nesta’s hand.  He
is delighted, having always admired her from afar, but
Nesta’s only comfort is her return to her beloved Wales.
There she cannot help but be tempted by the handsome,
charismatic and dangerous son of a Welsh prince, Owain.
When he offers her the chance to join him in his plan to
overthrow Norman rule, she must choose between duty
and desire.  From the bestselling author, a heartbreaking
tale and a stunning evocation of a turbulent age in the
history of Wales.  448 page elegant hardback with fairly
large print and Cast of Characters.
£20 NOW £8
97871 ROYAL REBEL  by Elizabeth Chadwick
A epic love story set against the tumultuous backdrop of
high chivalry, deadly warfare, devastating plague and
savage rivalry in the 14th century, the first of two parts
telling the remarkable story of a woman who rose from
rural rebel to crownless queen.  Based on true events and people, this is one to devour,
rich in historical detail and emotion.  In 1338, England has declared war on France, and
Jeanette of Kent, cousin to King Edward III, says goodbye to her family and travels
overseas with the royal court for the first time. Once in Antwerp, she is captivated by
talented household knight Thomas Holland, just as he in turn is powerfully drawn to her.
Both know their romance is forbidden and they marry in secret, but before they can
make their tryst known, Thomas has to leave for war, and in his absence, Jeanette is

forced into a second marriage and locked away from the world.  Then Thomas returns and the real fight begins as
hostile family members battle to keep Jeanette and Thomas apart, but the defiant lovers vow to be reunited
whatever the cost.  464 pages in elegant hardback with fairly large print.
£22 NOW £7

98068 SKELETON ARMY
by Alis Hawkins
The Dreaming Spires: 1882.  A
new force is on the march, and
why should the devil have all
the best tunes?  The Salvation
Army has come prancing and
singing from the slums of
London to the poorest quarters
of Oxford, but along with its red
hot gospel preaching and music
hall songs it brings a prohibition
message which sparks
immediate opposition and
violence.  An Army soldier an

ex-drunk is brutally killed and a note suggests that the
Salvation Army’s shadowy enemy, the Skeleton Army,
is responsible.  With the police unwilling to come
between the two forces, Non Vaughan, aspiring
journalist and great hope of the Oxford women’s college
movement, and Basil Rice, Jesus College fellow and
union-sanctioned guardian of the dead man’s family, are
compelled to investigate.  But as the threats from both
sides escalate, resulting in a second death, Non and Basil
realise that they must stop the fighting before it results in
an outright war.  For with the University’s annual
commemoration week fast approaching, the entire city
could be engulfed in fire and blood.  An utterly
compelling historical mystery, and a fascinating portrait
of Victorian Oxford, with themes of inequality, forbidden
love and personal responsibility.  423 page paperback.
£10.99 NOW £5

98070 SPY: A Regency
Romance
by Cynthia Keyes
The perfect spy needs the
perfect cover story.  Love
wasn’t part of the plan.
Lady Alexis knows only the
pampered life of an elite
debutant.  That soon changes
when she is forced to run away
from her posh existence.
Accidentally boarding the wrong
ship, she is stranded in the
French smuggling port of
Gravelines.  Unable to go back,

she naively stows away in the wagons of a merchant
bound for Paris.  But England is at war with France,
Napoleon rages on the continent, and Alexis finds herself
facing even deadlier peril.  Aran Forsythe is an English
spy, playing the decadent rake in Paris.  When he finds
the beautiful Alexis in his cargo, he reluctantly becomes
her protector.  But the notorious spymaster Joseph
Fouche has him under surveillance, and his pretence in
Paris has begun to crumble.  To avoid Fouche’s clutches,
Alexis must play the part of Aran’s mistress and play it
well.  Inevitably the lines between reality and the role
of lovers begin to blur, and their passion for each other
ignites.  When the maniacal General de Sole decides he
must have Alexis, and nothing, even murder, will stand
in his way, the game becomes doubly dangerous.
Alexis’s coming of age is a journey that takes her from
innocent girl to heroic woman, in a battle to save herself
and the man she loves...The Spy. 300 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £4.50

98076 WIDOW’S HOPE
by Evelyn Hood
A Scottish saga of loss, love
and hope from Sunday Times
bestselling author.  Can a
widow find hope again after
tragedy?  Portsoy Harbour,
Scotland 1865.  After tragically
losing her husband at sea, Eppie
Watt must support herself, her
daughter Charlotte and mother-
in-law and sets to work packing
and selling herring in Portsoy
Harbour.  When her mother-in-
law passes, poor Charlotte is

sent home to be cared for by Eppie’s family.  Estranged
from those she loves, Eppie battles dreadful loneliness.
Eppie is thrilled when offered a housekeeper position to
Alexander Geddes, a wealthy widower, businessman
and father to headstrong Duncan and cloistered Lydia.
But Andrew’s mother, old Mrs Geddes, is set against
Eppie, and as her interfering intensifies Alexander is left
with no choice but to ask his mother to leave.  Although
well cared for, spiteful Mrs Geddes seeks her revenge
by spreading scandalous rumours that her son and Eppie
are having an affair.  Alexander trying to shield Eppie
from gossip proposes, but Eppie is unwilling to marry
without love.  But when Charlotte finally comes to live
with them, old conflicts are addressed and a new sense
of calm finally descends on the Geddes family.  After
loss, can there be peace and happiness and will Eppie
find her happy-ever-after?  351pp, paperback.
£9.99 NOW £5

98071 STORYTELLER’S
DAUGHTER
by Victoria Scott
Discover a delightfully
unsettling, gorgeously
evocative, heartfelt beautiful
historical novel from Victoria
Scott.  A secret buried for
decades... A story that will
change everything.  1940:
When 21-year-old Nita Bineham
is offered the chance of
independence, away from the
high walls of her family’s
Surrey estate, she grasps it

with both hands.  But her new role at a local newspaper
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coincides with the emergence of a sinister rumour in their
quiet village: that there is a traitor in their midst.  Nita is
determined to prove herself by uncovering the truth, but
is she prepared for revelations that could change her life
forever?  2008: Following the death of her great aunt,
Beth flees London for the privacy of rural Surrey.  Within
the confines of her family’s dilapidated manor house, she
hides from the dual wreckage of her career and her
marriage.  But when her aunt’s dying words lead her to
a stack of old newspaper articles, Beth finds herself
drawn into a decades old mystery - about a long-buried
secret, and an enemy dangerously close to home.
Perfect for fans of Kate Morton. 366 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £5

97387 FANATIC HEART
by Thomas Keneally
A powerful literary adventure
story from the master of
historical fiction which tells of the
first potato famine, Mitchel’s rise
to rebellion against the British in
the 1950s, his arrest, separation
from wife of family, and forced
expulsion along with several
famous cohorts to a penal
colony in Tasmania.  He wanted
to reopen the transatlantic slave
trade 50 years after its abolition
and argued against rights for

Jews who suffered similar restrictions as Catholics did in
Ireland.  His wife Jenny also comes to life on the page,
bringing her family by sailing ship around the world to
join the rebel in exile only to support his daring escape to
America and their final road to freedom. 453 page
paperback.
£9.99 NOW £2.75

Historical Fiction

97721 THREE FIRES
by Denise Mina
As heard on BBC Radio 4.
Award-winning author Denise
Mina brings the notorious Bonfire
of the Vanities vividly to life in
this gripping reimagining of
Girolamo Savonarola, the
fanatical Dominican friar who
seized control of Florence in the
late 15th century.  Savonarola?s
fiery sermons attacked
corruption, luxury and sin,
culminating in the infamous
bonfires where Florentines were

urged to burn books, fine clothes, paintings, mirrors,
musical instruments and other ‘vanities.’ He helped drive
the powerful Medici family from Florence before turning
his crusade against corruption in the Catholic Church
itself.  But the preacher?s triumph was short-lived.
Excommunicated, imprisoned and finally executed by
hanging and burning, Savonarola became a symbol of
both religious extremism and the dangerous power of
moral certainty.  Mina draws parallels between
Renaissance Florence and today?s culture wars,
inequality, wealth and battles over freedom of speech
and  ‘cancel culture’, and a warning about where
righteous certainty can lead. 136 pages.
£10 NOW £4
96419 BEASTS OF A LITTLE LAND
by Juhea Kim
1917, Seoul under Japanese occupation. Ten-year-old
Jade is sold to a Pyongyang courtesan school as famine
threatens her family, where she meets orphan JungHo.
Their chance friendship grows as JungHo joins the

Korean independence movement, forcing Jade to choose
between her ambitions and risking everything for love.
From the perfumed chambers of the school to Seoul’s
glamorous cafés, their story unfolds across five decades
of Korean history. 400 pages.
£16.99 NOW £2

97716 NOTHING LEFT TO
FEAR FROM HELL: A
Surreal Chronicle
by Alan Warner
In the aftermath of the
disastrous Battle of Culloden, a
lonely figure takes flight with a
small band of companions
through the islands and
mountains of the Hebrides.  His
name is Charles Edward Stuart:
better known today as Bonnie
Prince Charlie.  He had come to
the country to take the throne.

Now he is leaving in exile and abject defeat.  In prose
that is by turns poetic, comic, surreal, macabre, haunting
and humane, multi- award-winning author Alan Warner
traces the frantic last journey through Scotland of a man
who history will come to define for his failure.  ‘Written
in carefully crafted prose... this reimagining of Charles
Edward Stuart’s escape from Culloden is a triumph.’ -
Stuart Kelly, The Scotsman.  146 pages.
£10 NOW £4
97708 BEYOND SUMMERLAND
by Jenny Lecoat
Jersey, summer 1945. Liberation has arrived, but
another war is beginning, one of suspicion, accusation
and revenge.  As a child, Jean Parris watched her

beloved father being taken away by the Nazis. Now, as
she and her mother await news, everything she thought
she knew about her family begins to unravel.
Meanwhile, Hazel Le Tourneur has never fitted the
island’s idea of the perfect woman. But could she be
something far worse, a collaborator and informer?
Beneath the courage and sacrifice are darker stories of
betrayal, corruption and secrets.  With Jersey’s gun
towers and bunkers still scarred by occupation, its people
must face another painful wound: the search for truth.
Paperback, 264 pages.
£9.99 NOW £5

97655 PROTECTOR: A Novel of Ancient
Greece  by Conn Iggulden

A gripping historical novel of the Greco-Persian Wars,
bringing the ancient battlefields vividly to life through

the eyes of the men who fought for survival.  At
Salamis, Persian King Xerxes stands over the smoking

ruins of Athens, backed by a vast army and
determined to crush Greek resistance forever.

Outnumbered on land, veteran soldier Themistocles
turns to cunning at sea. Distrusted by Athens?s elite,
he must battle the Persian invaders, hostile allies and
political enemies while fighting to save his city. Over
three bloody days, the greatest naval battle of the
ancient world unfolds - democracy against tyranny.

Less than a year later, the Persians return at Plataea.
Tens of thousands prepare for another colossal

confrontation. For Sparta, it is a chance to avenge
Thermopylae; for Athens, the survival of democracy
itself hangs in the balance. Once again, Themistocles
must risk everything for his country.  With spectacular
battles and unforgettable characters. 397pp. Includes

military terms and map.
£29 NOW £7.50  SAVE £21.50!

ENTER THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF TOLKIEN

Author and good friend of
Bibliophile, David Day,

visiting our Office.

A set of four stunning illustrated gift editions, indispensable guides to the rich,
mythical world of Middle-earth from acclaimed Tolkien scholar David Day.

97578 DICTIONARY OF
TOLKIEN: Deluxe Edition
by David Day
David Day expert researcher and
historian has for over 30 years
worked with the finest illustrators
like Lidia Postma and Victor
Armbrus to produce original art
exclusively for his publications like
A Tolkien Bestiary of 1979.  This
was an illustrated guide to Middle-
earth and the Undying Lands with
a complete listing of all its nearly
200 races and species as well as
over 300 biographical and
geographic entries.  It appeared
just two years after the

posthumous publication of J. R. R. Tolkien’s The Silmarillion, a book that for the
first time gave readers of The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings some indication
of the immense scope of Tolkien’s mythology and cosmology.  A Dictionary of
Tolkien and its companion volume An Atlas of Tolkien were the first two books
in a uniformly designed seven-volume reference library.  In addition Bibliophile
also offers The Ring Legends of Tolkien and The Dark Powers of Tolkien in the
same special series which incorporates hundreds of gothic and atmospheric line
art and beautiful full page and other colour illustrations, satin bookmarks and
mock leather bindings with gold tooling.  This is a complete dictionary of all the
flora and fauna in Tolkien’s writings, every species and sub-species of flower,
tree, plant, or birds, beasts, insects and every kind of spirit, spectre, ghost,
demon and monster.  It is also a complete guide to all the races, nations and
tribes of Men, Elves, Dwarves, Hobbits, Ents, Maiar and Valar that ever
populated Tolkien’s world of Arda.  There is an A-Z of all the prominent cities,
countries, mountains, forests, lakes, seas and rivers and a complex 37,000 year
history and geographic evolution through its Ages of Creation, Ages of Lamps,

Ages of Trees of Light, Ages of Stars and Ages of Sun.  One of the most entertaining reference works you will
ever find.  Stunning colour illustrations, satin bookmark, mock leather binding with gold tooling and gilt-edge pages,
embossed gilded cover.  254 pages, 18.5 x 23.5cm.
£25 NOW £14

97570 AN ATLAS OF TOLKIEN: Deluxe
Edition  by David Day
First published in 2015, An Atlas of Tolkien was
created as a geographical and chronological guide
for readers of The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings
who wish to know more of the vast imaginary
world in which these books are set.  It all began
with an enormous investment in original art
exclusively commissioned for the publication of A
Tolkien Bestiary of 1979.  This special edition of
2025 has been expanded to include further research
and study as well as work from a new generation
of talented artists.  It covers the creation of Arda,
the Undying Lands, Middle-earth, Beleriand
Kingdoms in the First Age, Numenorean Empire in
the Second Age, Dunedain Kingdoms in the Third
Age and

The Fourth Age ending
with the departure of the
Ringbearers.  Artists
include Victor Armbrus,
Michael Foreman, Mauro
Mazzarra, Ian Miller and
Jamie Whyte as well as
our favourite here at
Bibliophile, Lidia Postma.
There are maps and globes
and depictions such as the
Destruction of the Trees
and the Flight of the
Noldor, ferocious monsters

like the Balrogs and dwarves exploring wondrous caves here in technicolour
artwork.  256pp, 18.5 x 23.5cm. Stunning colour illustrations, satin
bookmark, mock leather binding with gold tooling and gilt edge pages,
embossed gilded cover.
£25 NOW £14

97596 RING LEGENDS OF TOLKIEN:
Deluxe Edition
by David Day
Just as J. R. R. Tolkien’s Withered Gandalf set out
to discover the history of the Hobbit’s Ring, so too
will this book search out the history and journey of
Tolkien’s epic One Ring.  Tolkien combined a
natural storyteller’s ability and inventiveness with a
scholar’s capacity to draw from the deep well of
myth, legend, literature and history.  This book is
designed, page after page, image by image to
open a broader
investigation into
this symbology.
Tolkien once
described how the
discovery of the

One Ring in an Orc cavern by Bilbo Baggins was
as much a surprise to him as it was to his Hobbit
hero.  This latest 2025 edition by scholar David
Day covers Norse mythology, Arthurian legends,
Carolingian legends, Celtic and Saxon myths,
German romance, the Nibelungenlied, Greek and
Roman myths, Judeo-Christian legends, Eastern
mythology, the Alchemist’s Ring, Wagner’s Ring
and Tolkien in the 20th century.  Wonderfully
illustrated as with all in the series by Victor
Armbrus, Lidia Postma, Michael Foreman, Mauro
Mazzarra et al.  256pp, satin bookmark, gilt-edge
pages, mock leather binding with gold tooling,
embossed gilded cover as all in the series. 18.5 x
23.5cm. Stunning colour illustrations.
£25 NOW £14

All with illustrated inside front covers.

97577 DARK POWERS OF TOLKIEN:
Deluxe Edition  by David Day
2026 new publication we are thrilled to offer from
our dear friend the Tolkien expert and one-time
Canadian lumberjack David Day.  Here he
examines the mighty antagonistic forces at work
in Tolkien’s writing and the very nature of evil
itself.  As a Christian medieval scholar, J. R. R.
Tolkien’s profound moral and philosophical
convictions deeply inform the narrative that plays
out in his books The Hobbit and The Lord of the
Rings.  In five parts, David looks at Melkor,
Morgoth the Dark Enemy and Ungoliant, the
Dark Terror, Gothmog, Lord of the Balrogs,
Boldog, the Trolls of Angband, Draugluin Father
of Werewolves, and Ancalagon the Winged Fire-
Drake among them, all exquisitely depicted in

glorious artworks, many commissioned especially for this publication by the likes of
Mauro Mazzarra, Lidia Postma, Kip Rasmussen, Alan Curless and others.  Other
chapters cover Sauron
the Necromancer in the
Third Age and The War
of the Ring, charting
the battles and the
Black Riders of the
Shire, the Great Spider
of Cirith Ungol and the
Witch-King among
them.  Dark artwork on
the endpapers, glowing
colour and other
exquisite artistry
throughout.  256pp,
18.5 x 23.5cm.

Stunning colour illustrations, satin bookmark, mock
leather binding with gold tooling and gilt-edge pages,
embossed gilded cover.
£25 NOW £14

98112 TOLKIEN DELUXE EDITIONS: Set of Four  by David Day
A glamourous set of gift edition books all with stunning colour illustrations and illustrated inside front covers.

Buy all four and save even more.  Set of four.
£100 NOW £49  SAVE £51!
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TRAVEL AND PLACES

98110 VIENNA: The
International Capital
by Angus Robertson
Vienna is unique amongst
world capitals in its consistent
international importance over
the centuries. A melting pot
of nationalities, it attracted
the finest composers,
performers and artists and
was the Christian bulwark
against two Turkish sieges,
leading Catholic resistance to
the Reformation and
opposition to revolutionary
and Napoleonic France. In

1814 Charles-Joseph said that the Vienna Congress does
not move forward, it dances.  From the ascent of the
Habsburgs to the end of their monarchy more than 600
years later, as Europe’s leading dynasty to the Congress
of Vienna which reordered Europe after Napoleon, to
bridge-building summits during the Cold War, it is the
Austrian capital that has been the scene of key moments
in European and world affairs.  History has been shaped
by scores of figures influenced by their time in Vienna,
including Empress Maria Theresa, Count Metternich,
Bertha von
Suttner,
Theodore
Herzl,
Gustav
Mahler,
Adolf Hitler,
Josef Stalin,
John F.
Kennedy
and many
others.  In a
city of great
composers
and thinkers
it is here
that both the
most
positive and
destructive
ideas of
recent
history have
developed -
among them
Klimt,
Mozart,
Beethoven,
Mahler and
Freud.
From its
time as a
garrison
town at the
edge of the
Roman
Empire to the capital of an imperial superpower, through
war, dissolution, dictatorship to democracy, Vienna has
reinvented itself and its relevance to the rest of the
world.  Tells the story of Vienna’s diplomatic and
historical significance in a new, complete history of the
city.  Copiously illustrated with colour plates and maps.
448 pages.
£25 NOW £9  SAVE £16!

A wee tune by Lake Pontchartrain in
Louisiana, USA.

97868 RAMBLING MAN: My Life on the Road  by Billy Connolly
The UK’s most widely-acclaimed stand-up comedian and a national treasure, Sir William
Connolly CBE is an outsider by temperament, going against the flow and so often saying
what you yourself always wanted to say but never had the nerve. Being alone gave him
security, never worrying about getting lost, walking as a child round Kelvingrove and
Victoria parks in his native Glasgow. Anyone with that faraway look in their eyes can be
a Rambling Man, whatever their gender, and this rumbustious celebration of the rambling
life is a rollercoaster of observations and anecdotes, some of them from his stand-up
shows and some less familiar. Rambling can also take place on a bike or trike, for instance
Connolly’s purple Harley-Davidson three-wheeler which he rode reclining in the “bad boy”
position. His trike ride down Route 66 from Chicago, home of rock’n’roll’s precursor the
Chicago Blues, to Los Angeles, detouring via
Monument Valley sacred to the Navaho,
makes a page-turning read. Brought up a
Catholic, Connolly also enjoyed spending
time with some Amish, who “wore their

religion like comfortable clothes”. Connolly likes American roadside
food, and his typical breakfast on the Route was a double hamburger
with a cheeseburger and a cup of tea, although he admits the habit of
serving a cup of lukewarm water with a teabag on the side is not
what the British expect. Other favourites are crawfish pot pie and
gumbo. Tales include eating witchetty grubs to being serenaded by a
penguin in New Zealand and swapping secrets in a sweat lodge in
Canada, playing elephant polo in Nepal, dancing naked in snow and
playing his banjo on all modes of transport. Connolly has not had
much luck with cars, crashing his iridescent green Volkswagen near
Weston-super-Mare, birthplace of John Cleese, for whom he was once
mistaken when dining with Eric Idle.  Sex has featured in his life as a major source of comedy, from his cousin
John’s phrasebook for chatting up girls with the lines like “Is there any fluctuation in the price of eggs?” to the perils
of hotel rooms with mirrors in the ceiling, but Connolly’s devotion to Pamela, his wife of 40 years, is always
evident.  310pp, colour and many other photos. A wonderful read.  Remainder mark.
£25 NOW £8  SAVE £17!

97448 SEA
JOURNAL:
Seafarers’
Sketchbooks
by Huw Lewis-
Jones and Don
Walsh
In this remarkable
collection dive into
the illustrated

private journals, log books, letters, and diaries
of historical figures like William Bligh, Francis
Chichester, Francis Drake, Vasco de Gama,
Horatio Nelson, Antonio Pigafetta, an Italian

who sailed with Magellan; Tupia, a Tahitian who
joined Captain Cook’s first voyage; buccaneer
Bartholomew Sharp who menaced the Spanish Main;
and Jeanne Baret, the first woman to circumnavigate
the globe.  With over 60 biographical portraits
accompanied by exquisitely coloured sketches and
maps, each story unfolds in an exciting way.  Explore
adventures from the frozen polar wastes to the South
Seas paradise islands and meet a fascinating cast of
officers and crew, cooks and whalers, surgeons and
artists, explorers and adventurers and the sea creatures
they encountered and drew.  For map enthusiasts,
artists, journal-keepers, coastal tourists and anyone
with an adventurer’s spirit.  Cloth bound, landscape
format 8 x 11", 304 pages, colour.
£35 NOW £14  SAVE £21!

97653 OCEAN: A History of the Atlantic
Before Columbus  by John Haywood
A magisterial cultural history of the pre-Columbian
Atlantic seas, a story that begins with the formation
of the mid-Atlantic ridge some 200 million years ago
and ends with the Castilian conquest of the Canary
Islands in the 15th century. Haywood argues that
the perception of Atlantic history beginning with the
first voyage of the celebrated Genoese navigator
Christopher Columbus is a mistaken one, and that
the seafaring and shipbuilding skills that enabled
European global exploration and expansion did not
arrive fully formed in the 15th century.  Crossing
Newfoundland’s Grand Banks, the Sea of Darkness,
and the weed-covered Sargasso Sea, and populated
by a colourful cast of seafarers, fishermen, monks,
merchants, and dreamers, the book is an in-depth
history of a neglected subject, fusing geology,
geography, mythology and early history of
exploration. 530pp, colour photos.
£30 NOW £6  SAVE £24!

A coin from the Phoenician port of Sidon shows a
galley on one side and the god Melqart on the
other.

97373 AFRICA DANCES: A Journey Through
West Africa in 1934  by Geoffrey Gorer

Gorer takes the reader on an odyssey across West
Africa, in the company of Feral Benga, one of the great

black ballet stars of 1930s Paris. He witnesses men
diving for three-quarters of an hour without coming up
for breath, witch-doctors conjuring thunderstorms out of
clear blue skies, and chameleon fetishists whose skin

changes from a dirty white to almost black. “Benga had
already made a reputation for himself as a dancer at the
Folies Bergères, a reputation that was enhanced by the

“mystery” surrounding his private life... He had love
affairs that were not known about...”  With themes of
sex and missionaries, the church and childbirth, and the

kingdoms of Africa, mystic cults, wicked men, permits of
government officers, here is the French colonies the Gold

Coast and a Negro’s paradise. 304 page paperback,
maps.

£14.99 NOW £5
97372 WHITE LADDER  by Daniel Light
Subtitled ‘Triumph and Tragedy at the Dawn of
Mountaineering’, this is the true story of the thrill-
seekers, map-makers, soldiers, occultists, artists and
porters who paved the way for modern mountain
climbing. There are the devout Incan priests who,
scaling the Andes’ icy slopes to pay tribute to each
mountain’s ‘Great Lord’, travelled higher than any
European would for centuries.  The Gurkha riflemen who
joined their commanders in canvassing the Karakoram,
admiring the distant summits of Broad Peak and K2 with
gleeful anticipation.  The tweed-clad Victorian
mountaineers who made the first serious assaults on
Everest in the Himalaya, roped together as they
ventured into the frozen unknown, hauling yards upon
yards of battered rope through the cold.  Tracing the
world altitude record from the ashy slopes of the sacred
volcano Llullaillaco to the icy crags and crevasses of the
Karakoram, Daniel Light takes a panoramic journey
through the storied history of mountaineering before
Everest. 412 pages, 29 illus., 19 archive photos, maps.
£25 NOW £7

98104 PLANTING THE WORLD:
Joseph Banks and His Collectors
by Jordan Goodman
Sub-titled ‘An Adventurous
History of Botany’, a bold new
history of how botany and global plant
collecting, centred at Kew Gardens and
driven by Joseph Banks, transformed
the earth.  In a rip-roaring global
expedition, based on original sources in
many languages, Goodman gives a
momentous history of how the
discoveries made by Banks and his
collectors advanced scientific
understanding around the world.
Botany was the darling and the

powerhouse of the 18th century.  As European ships ventured
across the Atlantic, Indian and Pacific oceans, discovery
bloomed.  Bounties of new plants were brought back, and their
arrival meant much more than improved flowerbeds - it offered a
new scientific frontier that would transform Europe’s industry, medicine, eating and drinking habits, and even
fashion. As botanist for James Cook’s great voyage to the South Pacific on the Endeavour, Banks collected plants
on a vast scale, armed with the vision, as a child of the Enlightenment, that to travel physically was to advance
intellectually.  His thinking was as intrepid as Cook’s seafaring: he commissioned radically influential and physically
daring expeditions such as those of Francis Masson to the Cape Colony, George Staunton to China, George Caley
to Australia, William Bligh to Tahiti and Jamaica. Read about Botany Bay, the first circumnavigation of Archibald
Menzies, the brothers Duncan in Canton, the Madras naturalists, Mr Nelson’s unfortunate Bounty voyage, the
gardeners of Providence, Macartney, Staunton and the China Embassy, among many others.  Jordan Goodman’s
epic history follows these high seas adventurers and their influence in Europe, as well as taking us back to the
early years of Kew Gardens, which Banks developed devotedly across the course of his life, transforming it into
one of the world’s largest and most diverse botanical gardens.  It is also a deeply researched insight into the
realities of imperial trade, a marvellous history packed with naval explorations. Many colour and black and white
plates plus 7 maps. 520 page paperback.
£10.99 NOW £5

96236 NEW YORK TIMES CULTURED
TRAVELER  edited by Barbara Ireland
100 Trips for Curious Minds invites readers on a globe-
spanning journey from Agadir to Yogyakarta. From
Mozart in Vienna to Hamlet in Elsinore, Picasso on the
French Riviera to Le Corbusier in India, travellers follow
in the footsteps of Georgia O’Keeffe, Jackie Kennedy,
and even Jesus. Times travel writers and photographers
share 100 stories of discovery - kayaking in Germany’s
Spreewald, tasting maple syrup in Quebec, octopus
snacks at a Japanese baseball game, or sipping Cognac
in Cognac. Historic and colour photos accompany Times
- quality journalism, with tips on what to read and watch
for inspiration. 16.8 x 24cm, 680 pages, Taschen.
ONLY £18 REDUCED

96733 BORN ADVENTURER
by Stephen Haddelsey

Frank Bickerton, engineer on Douglas Mawson’s
Australasian Antarctic Expedition (AAE) of 1911-14, was
a true polymath: explorer, treasure-hunter, fighter pilot,

entrepreneur, big-game hunter, and occasional
Hollywood adventurer. He piloted the expedition’s air-

tractor, established Antarctica’s first crucial wireless link,
and discovered one of the continent’s earliest meteorites.
Recruited by Shackleton for the Endurance Expedition,

Bickerton also survived dogfights over the Western Front
and searched for pirate gold on Robert Louis Stevenson’s
Treasure Island. Historian Haddelsey draws on family

papers, journals, and letters to tell the story of this
remarkable and adventurous life. 318 pages, illus

softback.
£14.99 NOW £3

97071 CITY RUNS THROUGH THEM: Dublin
and Its Twenty River Bridges by Fergal Tobin
Today, the 20 bridges spanning the tidal Liffey reflect
the city’s development, each marking a stage in its
growth.  From early crossings like Church Street Bridge
to modern additions such as Rosie Hackett Bridge (2014),
the book follows this chronological progression to reveal
how bridges have shaped Dublin’s geography, trade,
and identity. Along the way, notable crossings including
Grattan, O’Connell, Ha’penny, Loopline, James Joyce
and Samuel Beckett bridges feature as landmarks in the
city’s unfolding story.  Richly illustrated with colour
plates, woodcuts and other images, 304 page paperback.
£10.99 NOW £3

Qianlong’s court - showing George Thomas
Staunton on one knee in front of the
Emperor 1793.

The Big Yin!

Statue of the composer Johann
Strauss, the ‘waltz king’, in Stadtpark.

The Secession building, with its
motto: ‘To every age its art, to every
art its freedom’.

97442 HUNT FOR
MOUNT EVEREST
by Craig Storti
The height of Mt. Everest is
40 miles. The Hunt for Mt.
Everest tells the story of the
71-year quest to find the
world’s highest mountain.
It’s a tale of high drama, of
larger-than-life characters -
George Everest, Francis
Younghusband, George
Mallory, Lord Curzon,
Edward Whymper and a few
quiet heroes: Alexander
Kellas, the 13th Dalai Lama,

Charles Bell. Encountering spies, war, political intrigues,
and hundreds of mules, camels, bullocks, yaks, and two
zebrules, Craig Storti uncovers the fascinating and still
largely overlooked saga of all that led up to that
moment in late June of 1921 when two English climbers,
George Mallory and Guy Bullock, became the first
westerners - and almost certainly the first human beings
- to set foot on Mt. Everest, and thereby claimed the
last remaining major prize in the history of exploration. A
colourfully cast detective story about the empire-building
British surveyors, explorers, and mountaineers. 8 pages
of photos, 320 pages.
£20 NOW £8
97421 TRAPPED IN HISTORY: Kenya, Mau
Mau and Me  by Nicholas Rankin
A fascinating memoir that functions as a shrewd and
brilliant investigation that tells how the British colonised
Kenya and how African nationalism arose under Jomo
Kenyatta and describes the terrifying first attacks by the
guerrilla freedom fighters known as Mau Mau.  Though
defeated, the Mau Mau hastened the end of British rule
in Kenya.  The book explores the effect the uprising had
on the author, who grew up as a child in the Kenya
colony and of the end of Empire. With nonjudgemental
insight and written by a consummate storyteller with a
flair for drama who worked for the BBC World Service
for 20 years. 560 page hefty softback, photos and maps,
18 illus.
£12.99 NOW £5.50

97420 TRACKS ON THE
OCEAN by Sara Caputo
A wide-ranging history of
how journeys have been
recorded, understood and
transformed through maps,
the book explores the
powerful idea of the voyage
as a line across space,
subtitled ‘A History of
Trailblazing, Maps and
Maritime Travel’. From their
first appearance on
Renaissance maps, linear
tracks representing maritime
voyages have shaped the
way we see the world. But

why do we depict journeys as lines, and what is their
deeper meaning? Ferdinand Magellan’s route to the
Pacific embodied the promise of adventure and
colonisation, while the scientific charts of the Royal
Navy inspired others to plan conquests, navigate
treacherous waters and establish settlements across the
oceans.  Caputo charts a hidden history taking us from
ancient Greek itineraries to 21st century digital mapping,
via the voyages of Drake and Cook, the decks of
Napoleonic warships and the boiler rooms of ocean liners
and reveals how marks on maps have changed the
course of modernity. 310 pages, drawings plus colour
images.
£30 NOW £6  SAVE £24!
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98037
CHRISTOPHER
DRESSER: Design
Pioneer
by Max Donnelly
Christopher Dresser
(1834-1904) is one of
the most influential
British designers of all
time and he is widely
regarded as Britain’s first
independent industrial
designer.  His works still
look remarkably modern

more than a century later.  Like his contemporary
William Morris, Dresser advocated for an ‘honesty of
materials’, but unlike Morris he fully embraced
industrial techniques, designing for the growing
consumer market.  His fascination with the arts of
Japan and his advocacy of Owen Jones’s principle that
ornament should be geometrical in form resulted in a

range of designs
that look
surprisingly
minimal for their
time.  Affordable,
well-designed,
functional and
commercially
successful, the
objects that
Dresser designed
- wallpapers,
textiles, carpets,
ceramics, teapots,
oak and iron
chairs, colourful
vases,  dressers,
decanters, jugs,
furniture and,
most famously,
metalwork - were
industrially

produced by manufacturers across the UK, the US and
continental Europe.  This compact, beautifully produced
book on the work of Christopher Dresser begins with a
brief introduction to his life and work before presenting
75 of his most important pieces, each accompanied by
a narrative-style caption. With 117 illustrations in colour
from the Artists in Focus series by Thames & Hudson.
144 pages, 17 x 19.5cm.
£16.99 NOW £6.99

98106 ROSSETTIS
by Carol Jacobi and
James Finch
A visually stunning book
devoted to the radical Rossetti
generation.  The Rossettis’ approach to
art, love and lifestyles are considered
revolutionary.  Ever since their
astonishing paintings were first
exhibited in 1849 they have been
regarded as the first avant-garde
movement in British art. This is
explored by a range of short thematic
essays containing fresh, and surprising
research, accompanied by beautiful

and iconic Pre-Raphaelite illustrations. Featuring artworks and writings
by Dante Gabriel, Christina and Elizabeth (née Siddal), and Lucy (born
Madox Brown), the book distinguishes the Rossettis from Victorian
culture and foregrounds their countercultural roles. The publication
accompanies the first retrospective of Dante Gabriel Rossetti at Tate
Britain and the largest exhibition of his iconic pictures in two decades,
and what was  the most comprehensive exhibition of Elizabeth
Siddal’s work for 30 years, featuring rare surviving watercolours and
important drawings.  It opens with Gabriel’s early masterpiece Ecce
Ancilla Domini or The Annunciation for which Christina and William
Michael modelled for the Virgin and the Angel, sharing space with extracts of Christina’s poetry. Here are two of
Gabriel’s most enigmatic works, the Beloved and the unfinished Found. The exhibition assembled the largest collection
of drawings and watercolours since a 1991 exhibition, and Jan Marsh has contributed an essay.  The book takes a
fresh look at the fascinating myths surrounding the unconventional relationships between Dante Gabriel Rossetti,
Elizabeth Siddal, Fanny Cornforth and Jane Morris. Chapters include the pre-Raphaelite brotherhood, myth busting of
Elizabeth Siddal, love in a Capitalist climate, the new woman’s sisterhood, fiction, and portrayals of modern beauty.
23 x 27.5cm, 240 pages.  Copiously illus in colour, paperback.
£30 NOW £15  SAVE £15!

97928 JAMES TISSOT
by Thierry Grillet
Jacques Joseph Tissot, better known as
James Tissot, was a French painter,
illustrator and caricaturist who
incorporated elements of realism, early
Impressionism and academic art into his
work.  Born in 1936 he is best known
for his paintings of fashionable women
and society life in the late 19th century.
At the Ecole des Beaux-Arts in Paris he
befriended James McNeill Whistler and
Edgar Degas.  Tissot’s career defies
categorisation - an astute businessman,
he garnered commercial and critical

success on both sides of the English Channel while defying traditional
conventions.  This compact monograph summarises his youth and
education, as cartoonist for Vanity Fair, the London years, return to Paris
1882-85, and his Bible illustrations together with recommended literature and
museums where his works are now on view.  One of the most evocative
biblical paintings is Jesus Ministered to by Angels, the white-robed figure
laying prone on the ground and dozens of angels’ helping hands and guiding
lights surrounding him.  With his earthy tones, we are invited into the harem
with Samson and Delilah, and to see the beautiful, ornately dressed Jephthah’s Daughter playing her drum, the
mournful line of women and children emerging from the River Nile in the evocative The Sojourn in Egypt, plus society
portraits in bright colours and beautiful costumes, Parisian women reading newspapers or taking a stroll, and just a
mile from where we sit here at Bibliophile on the River Thames the absolutely superb Trafalgar Tavern at Greenwich,
still exactly the same today but without the steamboats on the river.  Hundreds of colour images, 216 pages.
ONLY £14

97512 REMBRANDT THE PAINTINGS  by Volker
Manuth, Marieke de Winkel and Rudie van Leeuwen
From Belshazzar’s Feast, The Night Watch, The Return of the
Prodigal Son, The Jewish Bride, The Abduction of Europa,
Still Life with Peacocks, the miracle of Jesus calming the storm
on the Sea of Galilee to The Anatomy Lesson of Dr. Nicolaes
Tulp, we discover Rembrandt’s painted oeuvre like never
before.  Rembrandt van Rijn, commonly known as
‘Rembrandt,’ produced some of art’s most diverse and
impactful works across portraiture, biblical, allegorical,
landscape, and genre scenes.  Biblical scenes, like Bathsheba
at her Bath, become vehicles for meditations on human
longing. He was the most sought-after painter in the
prosperous trading city of Amsterdam yet died completely
impoverished.  Though he never left his homeland,
Rembrandt Harmensz van Rijn’s (1606-1669) work extends far
beyond the confines of his personal experience, constituting some of the most effective and multifaceted works in
art history, forever engraved on the collective memory - The Night Watch, epitomising the flowering of Dutch
urban culture in the 17th century, or Self-Portrait as Zeuxis, which remains enigmatic to this day. Stunning
reproductions all in dramatic colour. 16 x 22cm, 512 pages, Taschen.
ONLY £25

96868 VERMEER THE COMPLETE WORKS
by Karl Schütz

In The Hague, crowds gather to see the enigmatic Girl
with a Pearl Earring, often called the ‘Dutch Mona
Lisa.’ In Vermeer’s lifetime, however, Johannes

Vermeer (1632-1675) was little known beyond Delft
and a handful of patrons, and after his death his work
was largely forgotten or misattributed. It was not until

the mid-19th century that the world recognized his
genius: the subtle narratives, the shimmering textures,

and his luminous mastery of light.  This monograph
presents all 35 surviving works by Vermeer, including

The Milkmaid, Lady Standing at a Virginal, A Girl
Reading a Letter by an Open Window, and The Music

Lesson. Each plate captures the quiet drama and
delicate storytelling that make his paintings so

enduring, while essays explore his life, career, and
unparalleled ability to convey a story in a single look
or gesture. Close-up details reveal his extraordinary
skill and technique.  Hardcover with fold-out, 25 ×

34cm, 258 pages, Taschen.
ONLY £80

96858 O’KEEFFE: Flowers in the Desert
by Britta Benke
Georgia O’Keeffe (1887-1986) was a defining figure in
modern American art, celebrated for transforming
natural forms into bold, abstract compositions. This
volume showcases key works, including Corn,
Poppies, My Shanty, Gerald’s Tree, In the Patio and
New York Night, highlighting her iconic magnified
flowers, desert landscapes, and bone studies.  Certain
works went on for decades, producing 12 or more
variations of an original image.  The book traces her
pioneering career, her travels - from New Mexico’s
vibrant landscapes to Southeast Asia and India - and
her relationship with photographer Alfred Stieglitz,
offering insight into her inspirations, innovations, and
enduring influence. 21 × 26cm, 96 pages, full colour,
Taschen.
ONLY £12

96807 CELLARIUS ATLAS HARMONIA MACROCOSMICA  by Robert Van Gent
Often celebrated as the most beautiful celestial atlas ever published, Harmonia Macrocosmica is a 17th-
century masterpiece from the Golden Age of Dutch map-making. Andreas Cellarius’s 29 double-folio maps
trace the heavens of Ptolemy, Copernicus, and Tycho Brahe, capturing the motions of the sun, moon, and
planets. Each plate is a vision of wonder, with constellations set against radiant skies and framed by ornate
borders, cherubs, astronomers, and instruments of discovery.  This exquisite reprint includes an illustrated
introduction by scholar Robert van Gent, detailing the atlas’s cultural, historical, and astronomical significance, as
well as the craftsmanship of its publisher, Johannes Janssonius. A detailed appendix explains constellation myths,
star names, and technical terms, enhancing every page of this visual and intellectual journey.  For dreamers,
scholars, and stargazers alike, Cellarius’s heavens remain awe-inspiring a portal to the cosmos as it was once
imagined.  248 pages, 29 × 48cm, full colour, English/French/German text, hardcover in protective box.
£95  REDUCED SAVING £30!

96276 ENGLAND’S POST-WAR LISTED BUILDINGS
by Elain Harwood and James O. Davies
Produced in association with Historic England, this comprehensive guide explores over 500 notable post-
war architectural landmarks across the UK, from private homes to public buildings, schools, churches,
military sites, monuments, and parks.  Humble prefabs sit alongside modernist masterpieces like Sir Basil Spence’s
Coventry Cathedral and the striking brutalism of Denys Lasdun’s Royal Naval Theatre, while sites such as
Greenham Common Airbase showcase historical significance beyond architecture. The book highlights works by Sir
Leslie Martin, Ralph Erskine, and others deserving wider recognition, including the Mies van der Rohe-inspired
Ferrum House, with its steel frame, Swedish white glass mosaic floors, and Sitka spruce details, still impeccably
preserved.  Pop culture landmarks of the 1960s, like Centre Point, share pages with modern icons such as Stirling
and Gowan’s Leicester Engineering Building and Foster + Partners’ offices for Willis, Faber & Dumas in Ipswich.
Each entry features photographs, dates, architects, and listing information, all arranged regionally for easy
reference.  Fully updated and expanded, this 608 page volume is an indispensable guide to the post-war
architectural landscape of Britain. 608 pages 23cm square approx.
£40 NOW £12  SAVE £28!

96458 SPELLBOUND BY MARCEL: Ducamp,
Love, and Art

by Ruth Brandon
A lively group biography which charts the triangulated
love affair between Marcel Duchamp, Beatrice Wood

and Henri-Pierre Roché, tracing their tangled
relationships, artistic collaborations and shifting loves

across early 20th-century Paris and New York.
Beginning with the 1913 Armory Show - where

Duchamp’s Nude Descending a Staircase caused a
sensation - it follows a circle of artists who met,
debated, socialised and fell in and out of love,

especially around the Arensbergs’ famous New York
apartment.  Roché later wrote Jules and Jim, Beatrice
Wood became a celebrated ceramicist, and Duchamp
continued to reshape modern art through works like

Fountain. Drawn from letters, diaries and memoirs, this
is a vivid portrait of art, friendship and desire in

motion. 241pp, 28 illus.
£20 NOW £3  SAVE £17!

96865 ROTHKO: 1903-1970: Pictures As
Drama   by Jacob Baal-Teshuva
Mark Rothko was a pivotal figure among the Abstract
Expressionists, transforming the very language of
modern painting. An intellectual and lover of music,
literature, and philosophy, Rothko brought thought and
feeling to every canvas.  This beautifully illustrated
volume presents over 100 works spanning his career,
from early figurative pieces to the iconic, luminous
colour blocks that define his legacy. Reds, yellows,
ochres, maroons, blacks, and greens shimmer across
the page, inviting viewers to experience the emotional
power of pure colour. Each work is accompanied by
details of title, date, size, medium, and current location,
offering insight into his revolutionary approach and the
depth of his intellectual vision. Colour illus, 21 × 26cm,
96 pages, Taschen.
ONLY £14

97232 CHARLES RENNIE MACKINTOSH:
Glasgow Style

by Charlotte and Peter Fiell
Scottish architect, designer, and painter Charles Rennie

Mackintosh (1868-1928) was one of the earliest
pioneers of modern architecture and design of furniture,

graphic design, landscapes, and flower studies.
Blending strong lines, elegant proportions and natural
motifs with the influence of Japanese art, Mackintosh

developed the distinctive “Glasgow Style”, often
working in close collaboration with his wife, Margaret
Macdonald.  Featured projects include the celebrated
Willow Tea Rooms, the Glasgow School of Art, Hill

House, Scotland Street School and 78 Derngate,
alongside furniture, textiles, posters and decorative
interiors. Richly illustrated with colour photographs,
architectural drawings and archive images from his
iconic high-backed chairs and stained glass to his

refined interiors. 96 pages, 21 × 26cm.
ONLY £18

96859 PHOTO ICONS: 50 Landmark
Photographs and Their Stories
by Hans-Michael Koetzle
This era defining volume celebrates 36 of
history’s most influential photographers, arranged
chronologically with brief biographies and iconic
images. From Nicéphore Niepce’s 1827 rooftop
photograph to Man Ray’s Noire et Blanche (1926) and
Robert Mapplethorpe’s Lisa Lyon series (1980s), it
traces the evolution of photography as both art and
historical witness.  The book explores experimental
Surrealist shots of the 1920s, Dorothea Lange’s Migrant
Mother, Doisneau’s joyous Kiss in Front of City Hall
(1950) and the heartbreakers (Marilyn Monroe) and the
haunting power of Nick Ut’s Napalm Against Civilians,
showing nine-year-old Phan Thi Kim Phúc running
naked toward the camera from South Vietnamese
napalm. Rare variations and lesser-seen images
complement the masterpieces, giving a rich, immersive
view of the medium’s social, artistic, and historical
impact. Colour photos, 14 × 19.5cm, 432 pages,
Taschen.
ONLY £16
96217 EDWARD S. CURTIS: THE NORTH
AMERICAN INDIAN
The Complete Portfolios Slipcased
by Peter Walther (Author), Edward S. Curtis
(Photographer)
Published on 18th February, 2025.  All 20 volumes in
one huge impressive collection with beautiful motifs,
decorations and the famous photographic archive.
Edward Sheriff Curtis (1868-1952) dedicated his entire
life to use a camera to preserve the cultural heritage of
the indigenous peoples of North America. Include tribes
such as the Apache and Navajo Papago, Mohave, the
Teton Sioux, Mandan, Cheyenne, Klickitat, Salishan
tribes of the interior and off the coast, the Nootka, the
Hopi, the Hupa, the Shasta, the Kato, the Yuki, the
Pomo, Shoshoneans, the Tiwa, the Zuni, the Indian
Indians of Oklahoma, the southern Cheyanne, the
Comanche, the Peyote cult, the Alaskan Eskimo, the
Nunivak, the Eskimo of Hooper Bay, of King Island
and Cape, and the Selawik. There are gloriously
colourful artworks of the shadow catcher, of masks and
elaborate feathered costumes, of babies in papouses,
and moccasins and Thunderbird dances and lost rituals,
and of course beautiful landscapes of mountains and
plains. The earliest dates from 1903, the last 1928 plus
the book holds a selection of photographs from the text
volumes. New from Taschen. Golden clothbound
sturdy burnt orange attractive slipcase and artworks on
chiefs on inlays. 26.1 x 7.3 x 32.3 cm, 696 pages.
£90  REDUCED

MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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Dante Gabriel Rossetti, Mary
Magdalene at the Door of Simon the
Pharisee 1858

Vase designed by Christopher
Dresser and manufactured by
Josiah Wedgwood & Sons 1867
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97231 JAPANESE WOODBLOCK PRINTS  by Andreas Marks
In all its sensuality, freedom, and effervescence, the Japanese woodblock print is
a phenomenon of which there exists no Western equivalent.  They were invented
in Japan in the 1700s and expressed like never before in the designs of such
masters as Hokusai, Utamaro, and Hiroshige.  This book presents 200 of the most
exceptional Japanese woodblock prints in their historical context, ranging from the
17th century development of decadent ukiyo-e, or “pictures of the floating world,”
to the decline.  From mystical mountains to snowy passes, samurai swordsmen to
sex workers in shop windows, each piece is explored as a work of art in its own
right, revealing the stories and people behind the motifs.  We discover the four
pillars of the woodblock print - beauties, actors, landscapes, and bird-and-flower
compositions - alongside depictions of sumo wrestlers, kabuki actors, or enticing
courtesans who populated the “floating world”.  We delve into the horrifying and
the obscure in prints where demons, ghosts, man-eaters, and otherworldly
creatures torment the living, stunning images that continue to influence Japanese
manga, film, and video games to this day.  We witness how, in their incredible
breadth, from everyday scenes to erotica, the martial to the mythological, these
works are united by the technical mastery and infallible eye of their creators and

how, with tremendous ingenuity and tongue-in-
cheek wit, publishers and artists alike fought to
circumvent government censorship.  This two-
volume edition is in a box with wooden toggle
fastener, crafted with traditional folded paper and
Japanese binding with extensive descriptions
guide us through this frantic period in Japanese
art history.  Features the work of 89 artists from
1680 to 1938, 17 fold-outs, which had to be
hand-folded due to their size.  Listing all artists
and works. Text in English, French and German.
Japanese binding, 2 vols, 25 x 34cm, 630 pages.
Stunning colour, Taschen.
£125

96851 HOKUSAI  by Andreas Marks
At six, Hokusai reportedly painted his first
picture; by the time he died at 89, he had
left a vast legacy, with designs for illustrated
books published posthumously. The (Almost)
Complete Hokusai traces his prolific career,
from early actor portraits to the 1,300 works
created in his final years under the name
Manji.  Reproducing 746 woodblock prints,
paintings, sketches, and book illustrations in
fine detail, this edition goes far beyond the
iconic Great Wave off Kanagawa, exploring
landscapes like the Kirifuri Waterfall, large-
format maps, illustrated books from sensual
shunga to the fifteen-volume Hokusai
Manga, and depictions of animals from birds
and flowers to tigers in snow.  Sourced from
over 100 institutions worldwide-including

Europe,
the U.S.,
and Japan-
these high-
quality images are accompanied by texts from
Andreas Marks that place Hokusai’s work in
historical context and highlight his influence on
Western artists such as Degas and Gauguin.
Featuring extra-large reproductions, four fold-
outs, and a ribbon bookmark, this spectacular
722-page clothbound hardback (green or purple)
measures 29 × 39.5cm, weighs 6.95kg, and is
boxed for safe delivery. A visual carnival of
Edo-period Japan and a major scholarly
reference from Taschen.
£175

97483 ALBRECHT DÜRER:
The Complete Paintings
by Christof Metzger and Julia
Zaunbauer
Paintings, Selected Drawings and
Prints.  Albrecht Dürer (1471-1528)
is the undisputed genius of the
Northern Renaissance, a visionary
unbound by a single medium.  He
carved a career spanning painting,
printmaking, drawing, and art
theory, mastering each with

dazzling skill. Famous in his own lifetime for
his portraits of princes and patricians, his
luminous drawings and watercolours
transformed the sketch such as Young Hare
and the chiaroscuro Praying Hands.  He
was native to the bustling city of
Nuremberg, but his travels brought him
face-to-face with Renaissance humanism,
Venetian colour, and classical ideals of beauty. As court artist to Maximilian I,
and confidant of humanists like Erasmus, he moved easily among the great
minds of his age, his musings on measurement and proportion establishing
him as one of Europe’s great thinkers. Featuring every known painting -
many reproduced with brand-new photography - and nearly 500 drawings,
this graceful extra-large volume captures the sweep of Dürer’s genius.  From
monumental altarpieces to intimate portraits, from delicate studies of the
world around him to bold experiments. Hardcover with black paper to make
the images shine, fold-outs, 29 x 39.5cm, 7.76 kg, 798 pages, satin
pagemarker. Huge colour full page reproductions and double page spreads.
Taschen.
£150

96735 HOUSE HISTORIES: The Secrets Behind Your Front Door
by Melanie Backe-Hansen
Updated second edition (2011), which sees Britain’s leading house historian uncovering the hidden stories and
secrets of ordinary and extraordinary homes across the country, from workers’ cottages to aristocratic
mansions, Tudor farmhouses, Georgian mansions and 20th century modernist designs.  St Benedict’s Priory
Lincolnshire, Whitehall Court Westminster, The Harrods Depository Barnes, 12 Mornington Crescent Camden, 10
Wellington Place Little Venice, 23 Royal York Crescent Bristol, 47 Downshire Hill Hampstead, Ryton House
Gloucestershire, The Royal Arsenal Woolwich, 143 Talgarth Road Fulham, The Beeches Nottinghamshire, 11 The
Circus Bath, The Old Sweet Shop Kent, The Old Police House Dorset, Cheyne Walk Chelsea, 37 Wapping Wall
Wapping, Westlands Farm Sussex, Sherdington Court Gloucestershire and many more. 224 pages, 19.4 x 26.3cm
softback, colour and other illus.
£20 NOW £8

94927 NORMAN FOSTER
edited by Philip Jodidio

For the first time, Sir Norman Foster’s complete body
of work is presented in a monumental two-volume

edition, offering an unparalleled view into the mind and
methods of one of the world’s most influential

architects. This extra-large monograph reveals Foster’s
creative approach, his inspirations, and the ways his

passions - such as aviation - intersect with his
architecture.  The first volume showcases his

architectural projects across six decades, featuring
nearly 1,000 illustrations, many unpublished and

selected from Foster’s personal archives. From the
Apple Park campus in California to the Reichstag in
Berlin, the British Museum’s enclosed court to the

Millau Viaduct in France, Foster + Partners’ celebrated
landmarks are explored for their innovation, elegance,
and sustainable design.  The second volume collects
eight essays by Foster himself, illuminating his ideas,
design philosophy, and the enduring dialogue between
art and architecture. Designed by Fernando Gutierrez

over three years in close collaboration with Foster, this
monograph is both a visual feast and an intimate

insight into a lifetime of extraordinary achievement.
Two hardbacks in slipcase, 30.8 x 39cm, 1064 pages,

9.74kg, Taschen.
£250  REDUCED SAVING £100!
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98101 OUR LITTLE
FARM: Adventures in
Sustainable Living
by Peter and Miriam
Wohlleben
From Peter Wohlleben,
the New York Times-
bestselling author of The
Hidden Life of Trees, and
his wife, Miriam, comes
an inspired, practical
memoir of creating a
sustainable homestead
amongst the trees.  Called
“a veritable tree
whisperer”, Peter
Wohlleben is known across

the world for his illuminating books about forests and
how to help them thrive.  Now, the German forester
invites readers into his home for the first time.  Peter
and Miriam moved from the city to a remote forest
lodge in the early nineties.  Amidst juggling careers
and raising a young family, they learned how to plant
and rotate crops, harvest and preserve nature’s
bounty, and tend to the unique needs of their animals
and environment.  They soon discovered the joys and
challenges of raising a wide range of animals and plants
from sheep to goats, goji berries to potatoes and
currants to cabbage. They began to appreciate all that
nature has to offer for both the body and the mind and
they share their practical homesteading tips and recipes
from their decades of experience. Along the way, they
made mistakes and abandoned some projects (sheep
raising was not their thing) but maintained a sense of
joy in their shared goal.  Brimming with insights,
wisdom, and tips on everything from constructing farm
buildings to choosing the perfect chicken, the book
shows that, with a little grit, humour, and self-
compassion, it’s possible to live according to our values
and to care for the earth even as we care for
ourselves, our homes, and our families.  Line art, 216
pages.
£17.99 NOW £7.99

98047 NEXT TO
NATURE: A Lifetime in
the English
Countryside
by Ronald Blythe
‘The greatest living writer
on the English
countryside... Blythe’s
writing dances with self-
deprecating wit, rebellious
asides, sharp portraits of
fellow writers and notes
of worldliness.’ - Patrick
Barkham, Guardian.  With
all the charm, wonder and
eccentricity, here is
country life in which to

immerse yourself in an East Anglian year as we are
reminded of why we love and value the rhythms and
realities of rural life.  Ronald Blythe lived at the end of
an overgrown farm track deep in the rolling countryside
of the Stour valley on the border between Suffolk and
Essex. His poem was Bottengoms farm, a sturdy
yeoman’s house once owned by the artist John Nash.
Here he spent almost half a century observing the slow
turn of the agricultural year, the church calendar, and
village life in a series of rich, lyrical rural diaries.
Beginning with the arrival of snow on New Year’s Day
and ending with Christmas carols sung in the village
church, Blythe invites us to witness a simple life richly
lived.  He meditates on his life and faith, on literature,
art and history, and our place in the landscape.  With
many biblical and literary references from the
enthusiastic church warden, author of Akenfield and the
Word column in Church Times.  472pp woodcut
illustrations.
£12.99 NOW £6.50

98100 OAKLORE:
Adventures in a World
of Extraordinary
Trees
by Jules Acton
Woodland Trust
Ambassador Jules Acton
explores the incredibly
diverse history of the ‘king
of the woods, the oak
tree’.  From a source of
food and shelter to its use
in literature as a plot
device and muse, and in
folklore and mythology as
a sacred plant and precious
resource, his book invites
readers to embark on a

journey of discovery, unveiling the role of oaks in
English literature, and the myriad of life that thrives
within their branches and bark like wasps and beetles
and its other little helpers: from their feathered denizens
to the intricate communities of insects, fungi, and lichens
alongside scientific insights and cultural histories.
Meeting fellow oak-lovers along the way, and trees like
Sherwood Forest’s Medusa Oak, the gargantuan Marton
Oak in Cheshire and Lincolnshire’s Bowthorpe Oak in
which some estimates say is more than 1,000 years old.
Acton encourages a deeper connection during our own
woodland walk by learning to recognise bird songs and
observing the moss and butterflies that thrive in the
presence of oaks.  The narrative inspires readers to
engage in conservation efforts (only 13% of the UK is
covered by trees) and foster a deeper appreciation for
the oak’s vital role in the delicate web of life.  Line art
and photos, 260 pages.
£18.99 NOW £8.99

97857 FALLING
INTO AUTUMN: A
Printmaker’s View
by Angela Harding
Angela Harding’s striking
prints of the natural world
are instantly recognisable
on cards, calendars, tea
towels and crockery. With
a main home in Rutland,
the acclaimed illustrator
and her husband also
keep a boat, Windsong, in
Martlesham Creek in
Suffolk. This beautifully

illustrated book of autumn prints and reflections is one
of a series of four celebrating the seasons. “Night Fox”
shows the sleek animal silhouetted against water lit
by the moon, and like most of the prints in this book
the scene combines lino and silkscreen techniques.  On
the Butley river Harding observes kingfishers and
seals and describes how she and Mark sit beer in hand
“watching great honking clouds of geese skim over
the boat”. Twilight at Knepp estate in Sussex gives
her the privilege of watching huge red deer at close
quarters, captured in the print “The Common” with its
glowing reddish brown shades and a touch of green in
the sky. Back in Suffolk, “Pigeons and Pears” is
inspired by the gardens at Gainsborough House,
Sudbury, and “Blackbirds and Mulberry Tree”
celebrates Angela and Mark’s own garden at home in
Rutland. Angela finds rooks magical, and chooses
black and white for a dynamic study of a flock near
her home, while the lovely pink and green shades of
“Bullfinch and Pear Tree” is another home-based
study. 77pp, colour illustrations on every double
spread, 14.5 x 19.5cm.  Remainder mark.
£12.99 NOW £6.50
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96086 HIGH SEAS  by Olive Heffernan
The book is sub-titled ‘Ambition, Power and Greed on
the Unclaimed Ocean’.  Owned by all nations and no
nation simultaneously, these waters are home to some
of the richest and most biodiverse environments on the
planet, but also industry and economic progress rule,
and lax enforcement and apathy are the status quo. A
battle rages to control, profit from, protect, or obliterate
the world’s largest, wildest commons.  Olive Heffernan
sets sail on a journey to uncover the truth behind
deeply exploitative fishing practices, investigate the
potentially devastating impact of deep-sea mining, and
hold to task the Silicon-valley interventionists whose
solutions to climate change are often wildly optimistic,
radically irresponsible, or both.  The result is a forceful
manifesto which alternates science with historical
nuggets. 344 pages.
£22 NOW £2.50  SAVE £19.50!
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97314 RARE TREES
by Sara Oldfield and Malin
Rivers
Discover the secrets, beauty
and astonishing survival stories of the
world’s rarest trees. From conifers to
magnolias, oaks, ashes, palms,
dipterocarps, and sapotaceae, from
tropical rainforests and cloud forests to
deserts, savannahs, boreal forests and
remote islands, this spectacular book
explores 60 of the planet’s most
fascinating and threatened species.  Did
you know the resin of the dragon tree
was so prized that the Roman Empire
traded it as medicine? Or that Bornean

ironwood is one of the few timbers dense enough to sink in water? Trees have evolved extraordinary ways to
survive, from steep mountain slopes and misty cloud forests to parched deserts and tropical wetlands.  Explore
conifers, magnolias, oaks, palms and many more, discovering trees valued for medicine, poisons, perfumes,
precious timber, music, fruit and nuts. Our own history and future are inseparable from these remarkable plants,
whose cultural importance stretches across generations and continents.  With around 300 huge glossy colour
photographs, maps. 9 x 10.25". 400 pages.
£35 NOW £15  SAVE £20!  BACK IN STOCK

97427 AUDUBON’S BIRDS OF
AMERICA
by John James Audubon
With gold blocking and rarely-seen
beautiful printed page edges, this dazzling,
heavyweight luxury large-format hardback
presents John James Audubon’s classic Birds of
America in a brand-new collector’s edition,
boldly presented in full-colour. Naturalist and
painter John James Audubon published his
magnificent work on the birds of North America
over 11 years between 1827 and 1838, in
Edinburgh and London. Today, it is considered
one of the best-known natural history books
ever produced and a benchmark of drawing
skills for natural painters.  This beautiful new
edition includes all 435 of Audubon’s hand-

coloured prints, created from engraved plates, arranged in their modern
taxonomic order as agreed by the International Ornithological Congress
(IOC). It begins with Ducks, geese and swans, gliding through nighthawks,
cranes, terns, loons, vultures, owls, kingfishers, falcons, parrots, jays, larks,
swallows, wrens, gnatcatchers, dippers, pipits, cardinals and icterids and more. The set of plates is accompanied by
a full index of the birds, including the name given by Audubon, their modern name and scientific name.  Imitation
cloth illustrated binding and endpapers 384 glossy pages with tiny silhouette images in top corners as well, 23.5 x
29cm. New, full price direct from the publisher.
ONLY £35  BACK IN STOCK

Chuck-Will’s Widow

97016 BIRDLAND: A
Journey Around
Britain on the Wing
by Jon Gower
Poet, broadcaster and bird
supremo, Jon Gower’s
descriptions often refer to
music, and the wren is a
jazz saxophone. His search
for the rare turtle dove
takes him to a private
nature reserve in Kent.
The Abernethy Forest is
home to the capercaillie, a
huge woodland grouse
covered in thick, inky
black, and now standing on

the verge of extinction for a second time. Sea level rise
is another threat, and the soil excavated from London’s
new underground Elizabeth Line was brought by ship to
Wallasea Island to shore up the defences and create
new habitats on the saltmarsh and mudflats. Another
conservation site, Ynis Enlli or Bardsey Island, is one
of Britain’s magical places, home to shearwaters and
woodcock. Oxford, Salisbury Plain, the Sussex Downs
and Gibraltar Point are some of the habitats the author
explores. 306pp, colour photos.
£22 NOW £6  SAVE £16!

97722 UNDER THE
RADIANT HILL:
Life and the Land in the
Remotest
Highlands
by Robin Noble
Assynt is one of Britain’s last
truly wild places, a spectacular
corner of north-west Scotland
where the mountains of
Quinag and Suilven rise above
a landscape of white hills,
rugged crags, bogs, lochs and
tumbling burns.  Westwards,
the land meets a dramatic

coast of deep fjords, soaring cliffs and sandy beaches,
while native woodlands thrive around the crofting
townships. It is a haven for wildlife, from golden eagles,
otters and badgers to elusive pine martens, many of
which visited author Robin Noble’s cottage beneath
Quinag, the ‘long mountain’.  Having known Assynt all
his life, Noble offers an intimate celebration of its
landscape, wildlife, history and people. He explores
community land ownership, fishing and the sea,
archaeology, ancient woodland, peatlands, sporting
estates and the many wild encounters that have shaped
this extraordinary place.  He also recalls the shepherds
and crofters he came to know in the 1960s, and the
generations who followed, sharing the challenges and
rewards of life in a remote, fragile Highland community.
Paperback, 238 pages. Colour photos.
£10.99 NOW £4.75

97021 GHOST LAKE  by Wendy Pratt
A memoir of grief, nature and ancestry in rural Yorkshire,
a deeply personal, lyrical and stirring meditation on local
history and changing landscapes. Paleolake Flixton is an
extinct lake in North Yorkshire; human occupation of the
site dates back thousands of years, but today all that
remains is a watermark. Wendy Pratt brings readers on a
pilgrimage around its periphery, to locations that have
acted as journey markers in her own life.  While
traversing forests and fenland, she reflects on being a
working-class writer, an infertile woman in a fertile world,
and a bereaved mother in a society focused on children.
Brave and mesmerise writing. 256 page paperback.
£10.99 NOW £4
96542 DUCKS, GEESE AND SWANS FOLD-OUT
ID CHART
by Marianne Taylor and Stephen Message
RSPB ID Spotlight: Ducks, Geese & Swans is a handy
fold-out chart for wildlife enthusiasts, combining accurate
colour illustrations with clear, accessible text. Compare
species side by side - can you tell a Goosander from a
Red breasted Merganser, or a Pink footed Goose from a
Greylag? The chart also covers habitats, behaviour, diets,
life cycles, and conservation issues, making it easy to
learn about both resident and visiting birds across the UK.
Eight reversible pages in softback fold-out.
£4.50 NOW £2
96748 BIRDS IN CHESHIRE AND
WIRRAL: A Breeding and Wintering
Atlas by David Norman
The Cheshire and Wirral Ornithological Society
(CAWOS) promotes the study and recording of
birds from the internationally important estuaries of the
Dee and Mersey to the high moors of the Peak District.
Between 2004 and 2007, over 350 volunteers spent
50,000+ hours surveying every 2x2 km square,
documenting breeding and wintering species. This Atlas
reveals dramatic changes since the first county survey
(1978-84) and, for the first time, provides detailed
wintering distributions.  Lavishly illustrated with 300
colour photos and more than 500 maps, it offers full
accounts of 186 species, with brief notes on 31 more.
704pp, large format, colour maps and photos.
£50 NOW £4  SAVE £46!
96810 100 NATURE WALKS: Discover Britain’s
Wild Side by The National Trust
100 easy-to-moderate walks across the UK, organised by
region. Highlights include a puffin trail in Scotland, the
Giant’s Causeway in Northern Ireland, Formby in the
northwest, the Sugar Loaf circuit and Capability Brown’s
Dinefwr in Wales, bluebell woods and ancient trees in the
Midlands, Blakeney coastal walks in East Anglia,
parkland and woodland trails on the Isle of Wight,
Betjeman’s Kipling countryside walk in the southeast, and
the Lizard Rarity and Stourhead trails in the southwest.
Each walk comes with maps, clear directions, distance
and time guidance, nearby cafés, seasonal highlights, and
colour photos. 264pp, softback, 15 x 21cm.
£12.99 NOW £3

97635 SHETLAND WAY
by Marianne Brown
When Marianne flew to Shetland for her father’s funeral in February 2020, she packed a
small bag for a short stay. Instead, lockdown stranded her there for six months with her
husband Josh and daughter Esme, living in her father’s remote ‘Kirkhoose’ with few of the
comforts they were used to.  At first, Esme resents island life, but everything changes
when they discover an old plate while digging in the garden. Mother and daughter begin
exploring Shetland?s hidden histories, wild landscapes and folklore, from underground
secrets to the lonely uplands. Two years later, Marianne returns as a journalist to
investigate a proposed giant onshore wind farm. Many islanders oppose the development,
fearing its impact on wildlife, habitats and the precious sense of empty space. How do we
protect the planet without destroying the wild places we love? Set against Shetland’s bogs,
skies, wildlife and extraordinary warmth of community, this is a thoughtful, deeply
engaging story of family, place and finding a way forward.  327pp.
£16.99 NOW £6.50

97711 FRESH AND THE SALT: The Story of the Solway  by Ann Lingard
From mudshrimps and mudflats, song and painting, saltworks and wildfowl, basking sharks and pinkfooted geese to
quarriers, trawlermen, peat-cutters and haaf netters, there are many storis to tell.  The Solway Firth in Cumbria, the
crooked finger of water that both unites and divides Scotland and England, is a beautiful yet unpredictable place and
one of the least-industrialised natural large estuaries in Europe.  Firths and estuaries are liminal places, where land
meets sea and tides meet freshwater.  Their unique ecosystems support a huge range of marine and other wildlife:
human activity too is profoundly influenced by their waters and shores.  Its history as deep as the estuary itself,
geology and turbulent character have long affected the way its inhabitants, both human and non-human, have learnt
to live along and within its ever-changing margins. 307 page paperback, colour photos.
£12.99 NOW £5.50
97500 POCKET CLOUD BOOK: How to Understand the Skies
by Richard Hamblyn in association with the Met Office
Learn how to understand the skies with this comprehensive pocket guide to cloudspotting. This definitive, updated
edition includes the 12 new cloud types only recently officially recognised by the World Meteorological
Organization. Many of these previously only had informal names, but their new Latin classification brings them into
the fold of officially adopted global meteorological terms.  It also includes an updated section on climate change and
the role that clouds might play in shaping future conditions on Earth.  Whether you are looking at a giant
cumulonimbus or a tiny shred of stratus factus, an everyday occurrence or a fleeting rarity, your cloudspotting will
be expertly informed and enable you to not only identify individual clouds and skies as they might appear at any
given moment, but also to track their likely changes over time, and thus predict weather patterns. 147 x 112mm.
144 pages, stunning colour photography.
ONLY £9.99
97585 WALKER’S GUIDE TO OUTDOOR CLUES AND SIGNS  by Tristan Gooley
What does the colour of mud mean?  How can I use trees as a compass? How can I tell the time using the stars?
Why are there cafés on only one side of the street?  Voted the BBC Countryfile Book of the Year and a Sunday
Times Top 10 Bestseller, here are 850 outdoor clues for weather forecasting, tracking, city walks, coast walks, night
walks, bird spotting and animal tracking, the moon, sun and stars, the sky, a walk with rocks and wild flowers, plants
and trees and what to spot on the ground beneath our feet.  Line illus, 438pp in paperback.
£12.99 NOW £6.25

97634 RSPB BIRDING YEAR by Sian Duncan and Dominic Couzens
Seasonal Tips and Activities to Learn About Bird Behaviour.  This must be the most
readable bird book ever written, breezing through the months of the year in engaging
style, and conjuring up numerous seasonal scenarios for meeting birds and emphasising the
ways you can get involved. Each section features several Birds of the Month, with photos,
identification tips, and advice on where and when to keep watch. September’s Bird of the
Month is a Knot, with flocks of them swirling round estuaries such as Morecambe Bay as
they return from their Arctic summer. Each month also has a Challenge Bird, one that may
be difficult to spot, and Monthly Musings feature a range of topics, for example the
domestic habits of blue tits, how they disinfect their nests with herbs like lavender and
ground ivy, or an explanation of how you can tell a bird’s diet from its beak shape, for
instance the broad conical bill of a seed eater, good for crushing. June’s To-dos are taking
part in a peregrine city watch and listening to a nightjar, the only British bird to coordinate
its breeding cycles with the full moon. 224pp, softback, colour photos.
£16.99 NOW £8

96466 WILD GREEN WONDERS: A Life in Nature by Patrick Barkham
From peregrine falcons nesting by the Thames to a conversation with Sir David Attenborough, from protests against
the HS2 railway to an encounter with Britain’s last lion tamer, Patrick Barkham draws on 20 years’ worth of writing
for the Guardian and forms a joyful, fascinating and enlightening chronicle of nature today.  He paints a portrait of
contemporary wildlife, bearing witness to the many changes imposed upon the planet and the challenges that lie
ahead for the natural world. 420 page paperback.
£10.99 NOW £3

97496 LITTLE WILD LIBRARY: NETTLE Simple Things to Do with the
Plants Around You  by Clare Gogerty
Discover how to make the most of this tenacious plant and learn how to identify and
how to safely forage for nettles.  Discover easy recipes that make use of fresh and
sweet nettle tips that appear in spring.  Through the book, learn all about the nettle
including how it got its name, and discover some of the myths, legends, and folklore
attached to this fantastic plant.  With Botanical Information Get to Know Nettle -
Common names: devil’s plaything, hokey-pokey, jinny nettle, stinging nettle, burn-
nettle, burn-weed.  Why not try Nettle Pesto, Nettle Shampoo, Nettle Facial Steam,
Nettle Ink - make this in spring when the nettles are still young and fresh and have
more chlorophyll to deepen the colour, and Nettle Fertiliser, one of the best ways to
enrich your soil, and therefore your plants, and can be found in the nettles at the bottom
of your garden!  148 x 113mm.  Colour photos. 112 pages.
ONLY £8.99

96860 REDOUTÉ ROSES: The Complete Plates 1817-1824
by Pierre Joseph Redouté
You can almost smell the delicate scents and touch the thorns on the stems of these beautiful blooms of variegated
and classic roses in all shades of red, pink, white, yellow in buds or in full bloom. Each species is named in English
and French and its Latin full name whether it is the Melody Rose, the China Rose, the May Rose, the semi double
musk rose or the Redoute rose on page 63. With a remarkable skill that captured the most intricate subjects in
nature, Pierre-Joseph Redouté is widely considered the best painter and engraver of botanical illustration. He was
also an innovator in printing techniques, introducing “stipple-engraving” to France, always striving for greater
exactitude in his art. Over the course of his career, he produced more than 2,000 meticulously observed paintings.
Originally published in three volumes between 1817 and 1824, it remains his most famous and celebrated work.
Exquisite new compact edition new from Taschen. 192 pages, 14 x 19.5 cm.
ONLY £15

96893 ELEPHANTS: Birth, Death & Family in the Lives of the Giants
by Hannah Mumby
If you love Planet Earth, you will certainly appreciate the birth, death and family
lives of giant elephants.  Watching a family herd of elephants out for a swim on a
hot day, Hannah Mumby sees grandmothers, mothers and sisters exchanging noisy
greetings and affectionate touches, keeping up a constant stream of chat as they
play with their young children and frequently pause for snack breaks.  In this family
the adults way several tonnes each and the babies wave trunks playfully at one
another. Intelligent, sentient beings, much about their day to day lives and abilities
remains unknown.  How do they communicate with one another over seemingly
impossible distances?  How do males spend their lives once they have left their
mothers’ herds?  How much do elephants really remember?  Combining lyrical
writing with popular science and sensibility, chapters include Samburu Families,
Oozies and Elephants, Sex and Baby Hannah, Elephant in the Mirror, Growing Old,
and Death and Ivory.  Hannah Mumby reverently describes her own elephant
encounters alongside an exploration of the most up-to-date discoveries about how
elephants live, travel, have sex, raise children and relate to one another as we gain

a sense of how they think and feel.  296pp, photos in colour.
£20 NOW £6
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Our Editor Annie with author
Philip Davies at a London book

launch at Apsley House.

93713 LONDON: The Great
Transformation 1860-1920
by Philip Davies
After ten years’ exclusive research,
the author has assembled over 800
carefully restored historic full plate
images taken by pioneering
photographers of the period,
brought here together for the first
time.  The medieval buildings of
the City of London and the ancient
coaching inns of Southwark, the
squalid alleys and yards teeming
with the destitute and outcasts, the

riverside warehouses and
wharves of Bankside and
Lambeth contrast with the
grand commercial buildings of the
City and West End as well as the
emerging middle-class suburbs
spreading out beyond. Theatres,
bridges, advertising, Westminster
Abbey and the Clock Tower of the
Palace of Westminster with a silk top
hatted gentleman accompanying two
ladies in a bustling street scene, the
many monuments, Buckingham
Palace blackened with soot, Leicester
Square to drunken factory girls
fighting on a roof top and the Muffin
Man carrying his wares on his head.
Hours of wonderful moving
browsing. 480pp, 29.8 x 25.5cm.
Hundreds of illus.
£50 NOW £22  SAVE £28!

98044 LOST LONDON 1870-1945  by Philip Davies
The compelling photographic archive of the former London County
Council has been in the possession of English Heritage for over 25
years. Author Philip Davies is the organisation’s Planning and
Development Officer for London and here he has selected over
500 of the best images from that vast archive.  Depicting the
yards and alleys of Georgian and Victorian London, the maze of
medieval streets around Drury Lane before the construction of
Kingsway, the transformation of Regent Street and the lost
buildings of the City, Bankside, Bermondsey and the East End,
most were taken to provide a permanent record of areas which
were vanishing, particularly those taken after the Blitz, prior to the

sites’ rebuilding or
flattening.  The quality
of the images are of the
highest quality
manageable at the
time, and are pin-sharp
in their clarity even by
modern standards. The
faces at many of the windows are haunting.  Primarily the book is
concerned with the lost buildings and streets of London, and why some
have remained and flourished, whilst others have been swept away,
and opens windows onto a vanished past. The 75 years it covers
were a period of great transition, from the early railways, coaching
inns and horse-drawn travel of the late Victorian age through the
arrival of the car, the Underground and buses to the devastation of
WWII.  Images range from Little Dorrit’s lodgings in Marshalsea Prison
to the Baldwins’ bedroom at 10 Downing Street, the opulence of St
James’s to the squalor of the East End slums, expensive shops in the
West End to the Docks, and the mansions of Whitehall and their offices
of state to Mary Smith of Limehouse, paid sixpence a week to shoot
dried peas at the windows of market workers who had an early start
in the morning. Here too is the maze of medieval streets west of
Lincoln’s Inn and the lost churches, docks, wharves and other buildings
of the City, Wapping and Bermondsey. Fit for any St James’s
gentlemen’s club coffee table. 368 glossy quality pages, 25 x 29.5cm.
Published in association with Historic England.
£50 NOW £30  SAVE £20!
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97865 MOMENTICON
by Andrew Caldecott
In a toxic world where
humanity survives in
domes, curator Fogg
discovers a mysterious pill
that triggers a desperate
fight against dark forces
threatening mankind’s
remnants.  This is a dark
and offbeat adventure from
the bestselling author of
Rotherweird and Lost Acre,
this one beautifully
illustrated with line art
throughout.  The world has
become a dangerous place -

the atmosphere toxic destroying almost all life and most
of humanity too.  Survivors live in domes protected by
chitin shields, serving one or other of the last two great
companies. A long period of uneasy collaboration
between Tempestas and Genrich is about to end, and
they have very different visions for mankind’s future.
Far from these centres of power stands the Museum
Dome, home to mankind’s finest paintings and artefacts
and their curator, a young man Fogg, who has laboured
for three years without a single visitor.  Then the
momenticon, a single mysterious pill, appears in the
Museum and triggers a series of bewildering events,
embroiling Fogg and his unexpected new companions in
a desperate fight against the dark forces which threaten
to overwhelm all that remains.  Time is running out.
This is whimsical science fiction at its best in a dystopian
post-apocalyptic world with a whole new cast of
characters.  Illus. 362 elegant pages.
£16.99 NOW £7

97877 WYNTERTIDE
by Andrew Caldecott
Welcome back to
Rotherweird - Baroque,
Byzantine and beautiful.
For 400 years, the town has
stood alone, independent
from the rest of England to
protect a deadly secret.  Sir
Veronal Slickstone is dead,
his bid to exploit that secret
consigned to dust, leaving
the town to resume its
abnormal normality after the
travails of the summer, but
someone is playing a very
long game.  An intricate
plot, centuries in the

making, is on the move.  Disturbing omens multiply.  A
funeral delivers a cryptic warning.  An ancient portrait
speaks.  The Herald disappears, and democracy
threatens the uneasy covenant between town and
countryside.  Geryon Wynter’s intricate plot is on the
move.  Everything points to one objective - the
resurrection of Rotherweird’s dark Elizabethan past, and
to one date - the Winter Equinox.  Wynter is coming...
Illustrated, 476 pages. A companion to 97865
Momenticon.
£14.99 NOW £7

97923 EXTERMINATE/
REGENERATE: The Story
of Doctor Who
by John Higgs
A book dedicated to My
Whovian Family!  Chapters
include the conception 1962-
63 the unforgettable opening
titles to the TV series, the
exiled wanderer, the unlikely
hero, the trickster 1966-69,
the fourth Doctor and The
Tom Baker show 1978-81,
the reckless innocent 1982-84,
the target, the mystery, the
romantic 1996-2003, the

survivor, the lonely God 2006-2009, the time traveller
2010-13, the death and resurrection of the show 2014-17
and finally the foundling 2018-22. With its unique ability
to evolve and adapt more radically than any other
fiction and in a time when superheroes were rare, Doctor
Who has acted as a mirror to more than six decades of
social, technological and cultural change.  In the first
biography of this central fixture of the British imagination,
John Higgs invites us into the Doctor’s TARDIS on a
journey to discover how ideas emerge and survive
despite the odds, how failed monks and war heroes
created one of the most successful TV shows in history
and why this wonderful wandering time traveller means
so much to so many. ‘Captures much of the warmth, wit
and worthiness of this thoroughly British institution’ - The
Times.  Crammed with fascinating nuggets, 454pp.
Paperback.
£12.99 NOW £6.50

SCIENCE FICTION

97543 WORLD
CLASSICS LIBRARY: H.
G. WELLS  by H. G. Wells
This spectacular bright red
mock leather look hardback
collector’s edition brings
together five
classic novels
by H. G.
Wells,
presented with
striking gold
cover
embossing
with fitting
symbols like a
clock face, and

a striking design along the spine of the
pages in colour - a rich blue War of the
Worlds invader spacecraft with pink/red
lights looming over black, earthly
buildings.  H.G. Wells is often referred to
as ‘father of science fiction’. This beautiful
compendium assembles four of his most
iconic novels: The War of the Worlds, The
Invisible Man, The First Men in the Moon
and The Time Machine. Whether
concerning alien invasion, time travel or
the risks of scientific development, these
tales examine the potential futures of
humanity which are at once thrilling and
terrifying. New edition, imitation cloth,
640 pages.
ONLY £19.99

97640 ULTIMATE SCI-FI MOVIE QUIZ BOOK
by Chris Farnell
Westworld of 1973, The Stepford Wives 1975, Bladerunner 1982, The Terminator 1984,
Bill & Ted’s Bogus Journey 1991, and of course Data from Star Trek: The Next
Generation, whether you are breaking out of the Matrix or escaping the Terminator, there
are 10 categories of quizzes, each split into three difficulty levels.  They will test even the
most knowledgeable sci-fi fans’ acumen of science fiction films.  Categories include Robots
and AI, Monsters and Mutants, First Contact, Space Exploration, Time Travel, Virtual
Realities, Dystopias, The End of the World Catastrophes, Zombies, Incredible Super
Powers, Clones and Mad Scientists among them. 1000 questions, 320pp, line art.
£12.99 NOW £4.75
96563 FLUKE  by James Herbert
A stringy mongrel wanders the city, driven by hunger and a memory of what he once
was - a man. Follow Fluke from birth through failed homes, an animal rescue, life on
the streets, and his final quest to find his human family. Along the way, he meets

Rumbo the streetwise dog, Victoria the bitchy cat, a sly fox, and a friendly badger. Heartwarming and
poignant. 215pp, paperback.
£9.99 NOW £3.75

96846 GARDEN
EDEN:
Masterpieces of
Botanical
Illustration by H.
Walter Lack
Merging art and science,
this stunning catalogue of
botanical illustration
showcases exquisite works
from the National Library of
Vienna, spanning 6th
century manuscripts to 19th
century masterpieces.

Featuring peonies, callas, chrysanthemums, and more,
the reproductions celebrate both the skill of the artists
and the richness of the natural world, capturing the
delicate textures, colours, and forms of flora with
remarkable precision. This new edition includes many
new images, offering a visual feast for lovers of plants
and art alike. Text in English, French, and German. 512
pages, 15.6 x 21.7cm.
ONLY £18
97467 PLANT WORDS: A Book of 250
Curious Words for Plant Lovers
by Joe Richomme and Emma Wayland
What is a perennial plant? What grows in herbaceous
borders? Why are fungi not plants? And what would
you find growing in a Wardian case?  Plant Words is an
eclectic collection of 250 botanical terms curated by the
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. This treasury of
horticultural terminology will introduce you to terraria,
tulip mania and taxonomy, making you an expert in
everything from arboreta to the wood-wide web.
Describing the meaning, relevance, fascinating
background and usage of each term, it will give you
the vocabulary to understand and talk about plants,
while sharing fascinating botanical facts and stories and
broadening your horticultural knowledge. Beautifully
illustrated with over 80 images from Kew’s collection.
208 pages.
£12.99 NOW £3

97095 SEA FEVER: A Seaside Companion
by Meg Clothier and Chris Clothier
Sub-titled ‘From Buoys and Bowlines to Selkies and
Setting Sail’. Can you interpret the shipping forecast? Do
you know your flotsam from your jetsam? Or who
owns the foreshore? Can you tie a half-hitch or would
you rather splice the mainbrace? Mixing advice on
everything from seasickness to righting a capsized boat
with arcane marine lore, the mysteries of riptides,
weather and its myths, sea fever, sea shanties, saints
and sandcastles, the Gulf of Corryvreckan, sea level
rise,tidal islands, smuggler stories, selkie-spottings,
recipes. Charming illus, 306 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £3.50
97097 SLEEPING BEAUTIES: The Mystery of
Dormant Innovations In Nature and Culture

by Andreas Wagner
An accessible and information-packed primer on

evolutionary biology, taking the reader from the complex
details of DNA and proteins to some of humanity’s most
intriguing successes and failures. Looking at the book of

life, from apex predators to keystone crops, and
informed by his own cutting-edge experiments,

renowned scientist Andreas Wagner demonstrates that
innovations can come frequently and cheaply to nature,
well before they are needed. We have found prehistoric
bacteria that harbour the remarkable ability to fight off

21st-century antibiotics. Illus, 336 page paperback.
£11.99 NOW £2.75

97099 TWELVE SHEEP: Life Lessons from a
Lambing Season
by John Connell
For John Connell, the lambing season on his County
Longford farm begins in the autumn. In the hard work of
livestock rearing, in the long nights in the shed helping
the sheep to lamb, he can reflect on what life truly
means. As spring returns and the sheep and their lambs
are released into the fields, skipping with joy, John
recalls the words of Henry David Thoreau, reminding us
to ‘live in each season as it passes.’  Full of quiet
wisdom and gorgeous descriptions of the wonder of
nature, the redemption it holds, and how the landscape
is charged with meaning. 177 pages.
£12.99 NOW £3.25

Science Fiction
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97969 CHILDREN’S 42 PIECE
ART SET WORLD OF ERIC
CARLE
by the World of Eric Carle
Encourage your budding young artist
with this bumper 42-piece art set
featuring The Very Hungry
Caterpillar. Children will love
choosing from the selection of paints
and crayons in the set of 12 x paints,
1 x mixing palette, 1 x paintbrush, 1 x
pencil, 1 x pencil sharpener, 1 x
eraser, 1 x tube of glue, 12 x oil
pastels and 12 x crayons.  Each
securely stored in its own compartment in a green plastic tray inside a
colourful box - paints, pastels and crayons of greens, blues, black, browns,
reds, pink, yellow.  The crayons, oil pastels and eraser are all decorated
with official Eric Carle character artwork.  Paint, draw and glue: let your
child’s imagination run free and see what they can create with this art kit.
Encourage creative screen-free time.  All the pieces are safety tested and
suitable for children.  A beautifully decorated box set, ages 3+ - but of
course not just for the kids!
ONLY £15

97957 MY FIRST SOFT TOY THE VERY HUNGRY
CATERPILLAR  by the World of Eric Carle
Everyone loves now classic popular children’s book The Very
Hungry Caterpillar and little ones will adore this soft toy from
the official merchandise collection. 7 x 25.5 length x 8.5cm high
with 6 tiny brown feet and cotton soft spikes along his back,
it’s the HUGE green eyes embroidered on which get you!
Different textures of fabric for tiny hands to explore and
rainbow and stipes segments to enjoy.  Based on Eric Carle’s
wonderful and hugely successful picture books, it is bright and
colourful, with different patterns and a the renowned
multicoloured spine providing visual stimulation for baby, and
its velvety soft texture encouraging sensory play.  This baby-

soft toy will make an eye-catching addition to a nursery or playroom, and is a perfect gift for any newborn or fan of
the story, or as company with you on the sofa every day.  Or use as a small draught excluder!  Part of a very
special official Eric Carle trademarked The Very Hungry Caterpillar collection we are thrilled to offer.
ONLY £21

97966 VERY HUNGRY
CATERPILLAR RING THROW
GAME Children’s Wooden
Ring Toss Set
by the World of Eric Carle
Fun for all the family - who will hit
the target and be the winner with
this fun wooden ring toss set?  It is
the perfect size all the family to
use for parties and in the garden.
With beautiful design, children will

adore the iconic Eric Carle character artwork.
Easy to learn and play it’s great fun and easy to play

and will encourage children’s concentration and hand-eye
coordination and addition. The set comes with five real twisted rope tossing rings
with colour bands on and full instructions for play.  The quoits bases and pegs
are crafted from hard wearing wood so you can enjoy the set for years to come.
Great outdoor fun perfect for children’s parties, the set includes five numbered
quoits bases with colourful bases (yellow, green, blue, orange and purple) and
pegs topped with a small shiny painted ball in matching colours and each base
has colourful character images from the official artwork of the classic children’s
book The Very Hungry Caterpillar and five rope tossing rings each with a
different colour marker.  Trademarked official merchandise, boxed, ages 3+.
ONLY £25

97967 VERY HUNGRY
CATERPILLAR SET OF 8 JUMBO
CRAYONS
by the World of Eric Carle
A box set of eight chunky Jumbo
colourful crayons to encourage your
budding young artist featuring beloved
character The Very Hungry Caterpillar.
The pack includes eight different colour
crayons: red, purple, brown, orange,
yellow, black, blue and green.
Children will love choosing from the
selection of coloured crayons designed
for children as the large size offers the

perfect grip for little hands. Let your child’s imagination run free and see what they can create and encourage
creative screen-free time for children by promoting imaginative skills with drawing and colouring. A beautifully
decorated box, ages 3+.
ONLY £8.50

97968 MY FIRST FINGERPRINT ART
KIT
by the World of Eric Carle
Fun fingerprint art for little ones, let the child in
your life explore their creativity with this
adorable fingerprint art set featuring The Very
Hungry Caterpillar.  Ideal for introducing
toddlers to arts and crafts the complete activity
set includes 10 beautifully illustrated colouring
sheets and three pots of finger paints in red,
yellow and green.  Each sheet has a colourful
picture at the ready along with plenty of white
space and circles to add your own finger paint!
Colourful sheets with images of different fruits
and plenty of the Very Hungry Caterpillar
walking in the sunshine, next to a huge flower
or sat on a green leaf. Encourages colour
recognition, hand-eye coordination, creativity,
and fine motor development in a fun and
engaging way.  Safe and washable, these
specially formulated finger paints are safe for
young children aged 12 months+ and easily
wash off hands and surfaces for happy and fun
playtime.  Inspired by the authorised and
timeless artwork of Eric Carle, this activity set
offers screen-free, sensory play that supports

early learning.  A beautifully decorated box set for ages 12 months+.
ONLY £15

CHILDREN’S

97934 MR. MEN
LITTLE MISS:
SUMMER CARNIVAL
by Roger and Adam
Hargreaves
Join the Mr Men and
Little Miss for joy,
laughter and silliness at
the Happyland
Carnival!  This year,
the Mr Men and Little
Miss are having a
celebration like no
other. Summer was a
washout, so what
better time than to
organise a carnival?
With each of them
creating their own
carnival float, it’s a
chance for them all to
shine.  Watch Mr silly
stretch his famous

Elastic Band to the limit in their practice sessions and
laugh at the gurning faces as the characters play
bagpipes, horns and a stringed broom. A positive
story, the Mr Men and Little Miss have been delighting
children for generations with their charming and funny
antics.  Bold rounded colourful illustrations and funny
stories, the perfect story time experience for children
aged two and up.  Have you met them all?  Familiar
colour illus, 32 page paperback.
£7.99 NOW £4

97860 HERE’S THE
NAUGHTIEST GIRL
by Enid Blyton
As Cressida Cowl says in her
Introduction, ‘Like so many,
many children before me and
after me, Enid Blyton’s books
played a crucial role in
turning my nine year old self
into a passionate reader.’
Blyton could tap into
children’s dreams, desires and
wishes and she knew that
every child, however good
and well behaved they might
look on the outside, secretly

longed to be Elizabeth Allen, the naughtiest kid in the
school.  For many of us the Naughtiest Girl books
were your favourites because of Whytelease, a very
different school from Malory Towers.  What if there
were a school in which discipline was administered by
the children rather than the adults?  In which all money
was given in at the start of term and distributed among
the children along socialist lines?  There’s a new boy at
the school.  Patrick is sulky and rude and he can’t bear
for anyone, especially Elizabeth, to be better than him.
Soon the two of them come to blows.  Then Patrick
disappears and the Naughtiest Girl starts to panic.  Will
she be able to make things right?  Slim paperback with
Quiz.
£6.99 NOW £3.75

97919 ANGEL ON THE
ROOF by Shirley Hughes
A timeless story.  Shirley
Hughes has illustrated more
than 200 children’s books and
is one of our best loved
writers, winner of the Kate
Greenaway Medal twice and
awarded an OBE and CBE.
When Lewis Brown spots a
golden feather floating down
from the sky, he discovers
that an angel has landed on
the roof of Number 32
Paradise Street.  So begins a

friendship as the angel takes Lewis under his wing and
teaches him to look at the world in a different way.  It
now seems that everyone at Number 32 has been
touched by the angel’s message, as neighbourly acts of
goodwill and understanding begin to light up the building.
‘But Lewis’s Mum was delighted that he had made a
friend. She knew from his face that he was happier and
more complete in himself than he had been for a long
time.’  ‘Mr Gantry seemed more cheerful, at least he did
not grumble so much. Mr and Mrs Sharples went on
shouting at each other, but their voices lost the jarring
edge of anger. They even turned their radio down when
Miss Ridezski was asleep.’  A tale glowing with hope
and exquisitely drawn in line art with golden angel wings
and endpapers.  7-9 years, 64 page paperback.
£8.99 NOW £4.50

97867
PETIT
COLLAGE
NURSERY
MOBILE
by Lorena
Simonovich
Featuring four
cheeky leaping
monkeys in
foliage to swing
from the trees in
this jungle
scene, there are
nine hanging
mobile pieces,
string and two
metal wires and
20 x 20" wide
when
assembled.

Why not let these little monkeys hang around your
home in any room with this safari style mobile, an
ideal centrepiece for a jungle-themed room or nursery?
Designed with safety in mind, it is durable and long-
lasting, and the gentle swaying motion of the
monkeys will capture a child’s attention and even
support early visual tracking.  It is a calming sensory
experience for people of any age.  It is perfectly
balanced and easy to hang, gender-neutral, and all
ready to go by just looping the string provided.  CE
safety approved, keep out of baby’s reach.  Colour.
£12.99 NOW £7

97198 BIG AND EASY
COLOURING BOOK: FROG
by Angela Hewitt
Angela Hewitt is one of those
adults who has kept her vivid,
childlike imagination, and this is
reflected in her illustrations.
Designed for ages 3 to 7 years,
each large page has a simple
outline of an object like a cat,
teddy bear, elephant, parrot,
tree, toothpaste, dolphin,
policeman, hairbrush, stack of

books, aeroplane, pair of socks and many more.  Follow
the bold outlines as children colour in and stimulate their
hand-eye coordination and motor skills and build their
confidence. Extra large size softback. First time
discounted.
£5.99 NOW £4
97647 A DRAGON USED TO LIVE HERE
by Annette LeBlanc Cate
Noble children Thomas and Emily have always known
their mother to be sensible, the lady of the castle, and if
anything, a bit boring.  But then they meet Meg, a
cranky scribe who claims that she was a friend of their
mother’s back when the two were children, even before
the dragon lived in the castle.  A dragon?  Unsure
whether to believe Meg, the siblings return again and
again to hear the fantastical story of their mother’s
escapades, while putting their funniest penmanship to
work, and getting caught up in a quest to reunite the
one-time friends.  Kidnapping, fighting, a ferocious
dragon, loyal elves, and true love - coupled with
squabbling siblings, archery practice gone amiss, and ill-
fated dives into the moat, this is a multilayered story
blending adventure and humour, medieval tropes and
modern sensibility. Fabulous artwork, 256 pages aimed
for ages 7-10 years, 16 x 21cm.
$17.99 NOW £5.50

97649 HANGING WITH
VAMPIRES
by Insha Fitzpatrick
Sink your fangs into the weird
and wonderful world of
vampires! Packed with terrific
illustrations, gruesome facts
and fun activities - including
making bad-breath garlic bread
- this hilarious handbook
explores legendary
bloodsuckers and the vampire
panic of the 1700s.  Who was
Vlad the Impaler? Do vampire

bats really bite humans? How would you fight a
vampire and win? Discover vampires through the ages,
bloodsuckers around the globe, Dracula, and how
vampires conquered Hollywood.  Packed with bizarre
supernatural facts, perfect for brave kids who love
monsters and things that go bump in the night! 124
pages, softback, colour illus. Remainder mark. Ages 8-
12.
£13.99 NOW £4
97158 MARIA’S ISLAND by Victoria Hislop
Inspired by The Island, this beautifully retold children’s
edition introduces young readers to the moving story of
Maria Petrakis and her connection to the island of
Spinalonga.  Set between the Cretan village of Plaka
and the once-isolated leper colony on Spinalonga,
Maria’s story explores themes of family, friendship,
courage, and hope. It gently explains the history of
leprosy, while addressing ideas of stigma and difference
in a way that is thoughtful and accessible for younger
readers.  With rich, atmospheric full-page illustrations by
Gill Smith, the book vividly captures the beauty of the
Greek landscape and sea.  A beautifully decorated 128-
page edition, both poignant and uplifting.
£10.99 NOW £4

MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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96817 REBEL ROSE: The
Queens Council
by Emma Theriault
The first in a thrilling series that
reimagines Disney Princesses as
powerful rulers. Belle’s story
picks up after she breaks the
Enchantress’s curse, returning the
Beast to human form and
restoring life to their castle in
Aveyon. But 1789 France
teeters on the brink of revolution,
and the fires of change soon

reach their doorstep. Torn between her past as a
commoner and her new royal responsibilities, Belle
must protect everything she loves while confronting
violent factions after a magical mirror with a dire

warning. Adventure, danger,
and political intrigue await as
Belle embraces her destiny as
queen. 396 page paperback.
£7.99 NOW £1.25
REDUCED

96818 HOCUS POCUS & THE ALL-NEW
SEQUEL by Walt Disney
The Sanderson sisters are back to wreak havoc on
Salem - twice! First, young Max Dennison accidentally
unleashes the witches from the afterlife, and he, his
sister, and a group of human (and not-so-human)
friends must stop them from
staying on Earth forever. 25
years later, Max and Allison’s 17
year old daughter, Poppy, faces
the sisters’ dark magic during a
Hallowe’en gone wrong. A
thrilling tale of witches, mischief,
and daring heroics, this novel is
aimed at young adults 10-13,
though adults will love it too.
522-page illustrated paperback.
£8.99 NOW £1.50
REDUCED

IDEAL STOCKING
FILLERS 2 BOOKS

AT JUST £2.75!

Children’s / Hobbies
97132 ALICE’S ADVENTURES IN
WONDERLAND Little Folks Edition
by Lewis Caroll
First published by Macmillan in 1907, Alice’s
Adventures in Wonderland: Little Folks Edition is a
charming miniature edition a sixth of the length of the
original 1865 edition.  It features 32 brightly coloured
illustrations by Sir John Tenniel, uniquely featuring
Alice in a red dress for the first and only time rather
than her blue dress.  Faithfully reproduced from a rare
archive copy, this unique little gem of a book retains all
the charm of the historic original.  With luxurious red
Wibalin binding and gold sprayed edges for every
collector’s bookshelf. “Once upon a time there was a
little girl named Alice, and she had such a funny
dream...”  Large print, 128 pages.
£9.99 NOW £5
96483 HANDFUL OF HORRID HENRY: 3
BOOKS IN 1 by Francesca Simon & Tony Ross
Horrid Henry creates havoc wherever he goes.  To his
well-meaning parents and to every adult whose path he
crosses, he is the ultimate nightmare child.  His
naughtiness is of the kind all children secretly admire and
few dare to aspire to.  He doesn’t always mean to be
bad, but the best- laid plans have a habit of going wrong.
This bumper 3-in-1 collection contains Horrid Henry,
Horrid Henry and the Secret Club and Horrid Henry
Tricks the Tooth Fairy.  Illustrated by the marvellous
Tony Ross.  Ages 7-9.  288 page chunky paperback.
£8.99 NOW £3
95866 WINNIE THE POOH’S MOST GRAND
ADVENTURE DVD  by Disney
The Search For Christopher Robin treasured tale has
been reissued on Winnie the Pooh’s 80th anniversary to
captivate a whole new generation. With summer
nearly over, Christopher Robin prepares for an exciting
event, his very first day at school. But he hasn’t had
the chance to tell Pooh, and when Christopher Robin
doesn’t show up to play at the usual time, Pooh sets
off with Piglet, Tigger, Eeyore and Rabbit on a brave
quest across the Hundred Acre Wood to find him.
Overflowing with laughter, original songs and fun.
Disney, colour DVD. 1 hour and 13 minutes.
ONLY £1.50

97859 GREAT
BRITISH PUZZLE
BOOK
by Dr Gareth Moore
From queuing habits to tea
breaks, food and drink
through to language and
literature, people and
places to sports and
entertainment, here are
word and logic puzzles of
all kinds through to relaxing
dot-to-dots and spot the
differences.  They are all
designed to take us on a
unique and intriguing tour
of our fascinating island

celebrating every aspect of Britishness from Britain’s
King of Puzzles.  The great outdoors, transport, Scots
and English, pub puzzles, unusual names, crenelated
castles, the Tube, a birdsearch wordsearch, the weather
and rivers, daisy chains and the mighty oak, British
slang, Cornish connections and much more, put the
kettle on and enjoy.  256pp, well illustrated and with
Answers.  Paperback.
£12.99 NOW £5

HOBBIES
97440 GAMES ROOM
LUDO
by Ridley’s Games
Room
The stylish box set includes
a colourful Ludo board
made from sexy, sturdy
jet black FSC wood, 16
wooden pieces in orange,
green, yellow and blue, a
six-sided die and
instructions.  Simply move
your pieces across the
board according to the
number rolled on the die,
get back to home base
before your opponents to
be the winner.  Fun, fast-
paced, and easy to play,
Ludo will have your friends

and family racing to win!  Ages 8 to adult, 2-4 players
with an average game time of 20 minutes.  Beautifully
packaged classic game 27cm square, stylish zippy green,
yellow and blue geometric design box, it’s an update to
this classic game that can be displayed anywhere in
your home. Instruction leaflet included.
£29.95 NOW £10

97588 LORD OF
THE RINGS
MOUNT DOOM
FAMILY BOARD
GAME
Evade the relentless
pursuit of the Dark
Lord Sauron and
guide the
Fellowship to Mount
Doom and destroy

the one Ring! Take control of a member of the
Fellowship and race through treacherous terrain, battle
deadly foes, sail the Anduin, witness the fall of Isengard
and climb the slopes of Mount Doom.  Manage your
resources, plan your moves and prepare for battle while
trying to stay beyond Sauron’s relentless gaze. The first
player to reach Mount Doom wins, but if Sauron gets
there first, everyone loses! Cooperation, strategy and a
willingness to improvise are essential as the adventure
unfolds.  With colourful artwork and plenty of
opportunities to relive favourite Middle-earth and film
moments, this is a beautifully presented game that looks
as good on the coffee table as it is fun to play.  30
minutes. 2-4 players, ages 10 to adult. Includes 45 Path
Tiles, 60 Battle Cards, 60 Player Cards, 4 character
tokens, Sauron’s Tower, Mount Doom standee, 3 boards
and rules.
ONLY £14 A GREAT GIFT IDEA

96785 CHAUCER’S BIBLICAL POETICS
by Lawrence Besserman
Besserman demonstrates how Chaucer’s complex, often
self-reflexive engagement with the Bible responded
creatively to the religious, literary, and philosophical
upheavals of 14th century England. He explores biblical
quotations in works such as the Parson’s Tale and
Melibee, and examines how characters like the Wife of
Bath, the Summoner, and the Pardoner use - or misuse -
the scriptures, with further reference to the Nun’s Priest’s
Tale.  The book provides a bibliographical survey, a
review essay on studies of Chaucer’s biblical references,
and an index of the pervasive biblical diction, imagery,
and themes throughout his works.  352 pages,
paperback.
£24.95 NOW £2.50  SAVE £21.95!
97306 LETTERS FROM A STOIC by Seneca
One of the most influential works of practical philosophy
ever written.  In these personal, insightful letters to his
friend Lucilius, Seneca explores how to live with calm,
discipline, courage, and clarity in a world filled with
distraction and uncertainty.  Covering themes such as
saving time, discursiveness in reading, true or false
friendship, the terrors of death, crowds, old age, good
company, travel, diseases of the soul, healing power of
the mind, drunkenness, managing fear, cultivating
character, understanding desire, handling setbacks, and
strengthening the mind, these letters offer direct,
actionable wisdom that resonates as powerfully today as
it did 2000 years ago.  A clean, readable format ideal for
study, reflection, gifting, or everyday inspiration both
volumes in one omnibus 714 page paperback.
£12.99 NOW £5
97381 DEVIL’S BEST TRICK: A History of Evil
by Randall Sullivan
Sullivan investigates historical, religious and cultural
conceptions of evil, from Biblical times to European witch
hunts to the devil-worshipping ‘Black Mass’ ceremony.
He travels to Mexico to participate in the ‘Hour of the
Witches’, an annual ceremony in which hundreds of
people congregate in the jungle south of Vera Cruz to
negotiate terms with El Diablo.  He takes us through the
most famous exorcism in American history and delivers
original reporting on the shocking story of a small town
in Texas that, in 1988, unravelled into paranoia and
panic after a 17 year-old boy was found hanging from a
tree and rumours about Satanic worship and cults
flourished.  Nimble historical commentary with a
suspenseful true-crime narrative also looks at exorcisms
and atrocities in recent times including the capture and
rape of Catholic nuns in Bosnia and apparitions of the
Virgin Mary. 333 pages.
£20 NOW £6

97624 GREAT CHURCHES OF LONDON
by Derry Brabbs
Discover the hidden architectural treasures of London’s
churches, as renowned photographer Derry Brabbs
explores 42 remarkable buildings, revealing breathtaking
details that are easily missed.  The Great Fire of 1666
transformed the City, giving Christopher Wren and his
brilliant assistant Nicholas Hawksmoor the chance to
create a succession of masterpieces. Yet some medieval
survivors remain,
including St
Bartholomew the
Great, founded in
1123, with
magnificent
Romanesque arches
and artwork ranging
from medieval
treasures to Damien
Hirst’s controversial
St Bartholomew.
Explore the rare
round Temple
Church, Wren’s
glorious St Stephen’s
Walbrook,
Hawksmoor’s
striking St Mary
Woolnoth, and the
richly decorated
Victorian churches All Saints, Margaret Street and St
Augustine’s, Kilburn. Later masterpieces include Lutyens’s
St Jude on the Hill and the striking modernist Lumen
United Reformed Church. From medieval stonework and
Baroque grandeur to Victorian Gothic and bold 20th
century design, this beautifully illustrated journey
reveals the astonishing variety, history and hidden
beauty of London’s churches. 272pp, colour photos.
£35 NOW £15  SAVE £20!
96974 THE JOURNEY: Big Panda and Tiny
Dragon  by James Norbury
A Sunday Times bestseller and a beautifully calming
companion, this uplifting follow-up to Big Panda and
Tiny Dragon offers a moment of peace in a busy world.
Life in their mountain-top temple is quiet and content,
yet Tiny Dragon feels a small but persistent tug -
something is missing.  And so Big Panda and Tiny
Dragon set out together on a journey to faraway places,
discovering along the way that everything they truly
need is already within them.  As they face unfamiliar
landscapes, dangers, and gentle challenges, their
adventures reveal timeless truths: that change can feel
daunting, that patience opens doors, and that even the
smallest step forward can lead somewhere brighter.
With a touch of ancient Buddhist insight, printed on bright
white paper, the watercolour illustrations of Panda and
Tiny Dragon are utterly endearing - delicate, expressive,
and reminiscent of the tenderness between Pooh and
Christopher Robin. Pair with code 96955 for the
complete set. 160 pages.
£18.99 NOW £8  BACK IN STOCK

RELIGION AND
PHILOSOPHY

97933 MOUNTAIN BACKGAMMON: The
Classic Game of Speed and Strategy

by Lily Dyu and Jean Mallard
The game you know and love has reached new heights!
In Mountain Backgammon, the gameplay is exactly the
same as classic backgammon, but each of the 24 points
on the board has been replaced with an awe-inspiring

peak. Spot skiers on Whistler, free climbers on El
Capitan and even the yeti of Kangchenjunga as you try

to get your counters home first.  The race around the
world is on!  A family favourite, challenge grandad to a

game or teach your kids a childhood favourite!  Play and
learn: each point on the backgammon board is

represented by one of the world’s most incredible
mountains as we enjoy the detailed illustrations and

learn more in the accompanying booklet.  Screen-free
fun for two players aged 8 and up playing time 20

minutes.  Something to treasure, this is a quality product
made to last, with real wooden pieces and sleek and
stylish packaging.  Contents: 1 x gameboard, 30 x
counters, 2 x dice, 1 x rules booklet. 36.5 x 26cm.

£24.99 NOW £14.99

98045 MEDIEVAL
SAINTS & THEIR SINS
by Luke Daly
Sub-titled ‘A New History of
the Middle Ages through
Saints and their Stories’
experience the gripping
anxiety, fear, and paranoia
that accompanied threats to
the kingdom of heaven, as
these saints fought to defend
and restore their faith.
Chapters look at Rome
questions and Byzantine
answers, caliphs iconoclasts
and usurpers, heresy on the

fringes of Christendom, martyrdom and paganism.
During the Golden Age we look at intellect, faith and
finally a rift with Rome, heresy and revolution, forbidden
friendships and the end of Sainthood.  Uncover the
incredible history of Ethiopia, once a magnificent empire
that fell into despair at the hands of Christianity; delve
into the history of gender and sexuality through the
misogynistic St Cuthbert and an unusually high number
of male pilgrims and worship of Wilgefortis; and witness
the fight for equality in indigenous populations in the
Americas through St Louis Bertrand.  We read about St
Gerald of Aurillac an aristocrat turned saint, and jostle
with their thoughts about whether the church and state
should become one. Through these stories, saints
become a lens to examine the attitudes and complexities
of their time. 230 pages.
£22 NOW £8

98094 ESV PEW BIBLE
(BLUE): English
Standard Version
by Crossway
The ESV Holy Bible is an
affordable and durable Bible
Containing the old and new
testaments, specially
designed for regular use in
homes and churches.  This
refreshed edition contains
the full ESV Bible text with
8-point Lexicon type, double-
column, paragraph format,
black-letter text and the
same typesetting as the
ESV Thinline Bible and
Smyth-sewn binding.  A

very attractive dark navy blue with gold lettering on the
front and spine. 13.8 x 22cm, 1043 pages.
£14.99 NOW £7.50 With illustrated Page Edges

97668 SCENES
FROM THE BIBLE
illustrated by
Gustave Doré
Experience the Bible
through the
extraordinary vision of
Frenchman Gustave
Doré, one of the 19th
century’s greatest
engravers. This
sumptuous deluxe
edition brings together
180 of his magnificent
Bible illustrations, paired
with passages from the
Old and New
Testaments and
Apocrypha in the King
James Version of 1611.

From the breathtaking clouds of The Creation of Light
and the dramatic angel driving Adam and Eve from
Eden to the Baptism of Jesus, Sermon on the Mount,
Judas Kiss, Passion and Crucifixion, Doré captures the
Bible’s most powerful and unforgettable moments.  Each
full-page engraving is accompanied by a short KJV
passage and an engaging explanation, bringing context
and fresh life to familiar stories. Highlights include Christ
Feeding the Multitude, Lazarus at the Rich Man’s House
and The Erection of the Cross, with the three Marys
looking on.  Beautifully presented in a dark blue, gold-
embossed cover, with striking blue stencilled illustrated
page edges, decorative endpapers and superb detailed
woodcuts, this is an art book with a difference, a
magnificent celebration of Doré’s timeless imagery and
the epic stories of the Bible. 24 x 30cm. 384 pages.
Arcturus Epic Classics.
ONLY £24.99  BACK IN STOCK
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CRIME FICTION

97920 BLACKOUT: A
Criminal Inspector
Schenke Thriller
by Simon Scarrow
‘A terrific depiction of the
human world within the chilling
world of the Third Reich.’ -
Peter James. Berlin, December
1939.  As Germany goes to
war, the Nazis tighten their
terrifying grip.  Paranoia in the
capital is intensified by a rigidly
enforced blackout that plunges
the city into oppressive
darkness every night, as the

bleak winter sun sets.  When a young woman is
murdered, Criminal Inspector Horst Schenke is under
pressure to solve the case, swiftly.  Distrusted by his
superiors for his failure to join the Nazi Party, Schenke
walks a perilous line because disloyalty is a death
sentence.  The discovery of a second victim confirms
Schenke’s worst fears and he must uncover the truth
before evil strikes again.  As the investigation takes him
closer to the sinister heart of the regime, Schenke
realises there is danger everywhere and the warring
factions of the Reich can be as deadly as a killer stalking
the streets.  Paperback, 424pp.
£10.99 NOW £5.50

97921 DEAD OF NIGHT:
A Criminal Inspector
Schenke Thriller
by Simon Scarrow
An outsider hero in jeopardy, a
world of brooding danger, and
an entirely, terrifyingly
believable denouement.
Berlin, January 1940.
Germany has conquered
Poland.  The world is praying
for peace.  At home, the Nazi
Party’s hold on power is
absolute.  One freezing night,
an SS doctor and his wife

return home from an evening out.  By sunrise, the
doctor will be lifeless in a pool of blood.  There is
pressure to record the incident as a suicide, but the first
evidence uncovered by Criminal Inspector Horst
Schenke points to a chillingly staged murder.  The
investigation is swiftly blocked by Schenke’s superiors,
but he can’t let it go.  When he uncovers links to the
mysterious death of a child, a terrifying secret begins to
emerge.  In times of war, under a ruthless regime, there
are places no man should ever enter, and Schenke fears
he may not return alive.  Paperback, 422pp.
£10.99 NOW £5.50

98061 BOOK CLUB
KILLER
by Ross Greenwood
A new, edge-of-your-seat DI
Barton thriller from bestselling
author Ross Greenwood.  The
next chapter could be your
last... The annual December
gathering of the local book club
is usually a relaxed affair, a
chance for old acquaintances to
catch up.  But this year, the
convivial evening takes a
sinister turn.  Detective
Inspector Barton is called to
investigate and quickly

uncovers a web of dark secrets and long-held
resentments hidden beneath the club’s friendly façade.
When murder is confirmed, Barton finds himself in a race
against time to unmask the killer before they strike
again.  But with every clue he uncovers, the truth
becomes more twisted than he could ever have
imagined.  In a group where everyone knows
everyone, trust is a dangerous game, and this cold-
blooded killer is ready to fool them all...  363 page
paperback.
£9.99 NOW £5

98098 MICHAELMAS
MURDERS: The No. 2
Feline Detective Agency
by Mandy Morton
As the Town’s annual flower
and produce show approaches,
it’s all doom and bloom up on
the allotments.  Prize
vegetables are going missing
and a dead body is found
fertilizing Bonny Grub’s onion
patch.  Baronial landowner
Fluff Wither-Fork is beside
herself and calls in the No. 2

Feline Detective Agency.  Who is trying to sabotage
the scarecrow competition?  Will Hettie Bagshot and her
sidekick Tilly get to the bottom of this murky compost
heap before judgement day arrives?  Amid a sea of
binder twine, bindweed and raised beds, a spiteful
killer cat is on the prowl.  Who will be next, as the
allotment community shake in their wellington boots?
‘Original and intriguing... a world without people which
cat lovers will enter and enjoy.’ - P. D. James.  278
page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £5

97851 DEADLY GAME
by Michael Caine
With all the charm of many of
Michael Caine’s screen roles,
think The Ipcress File, and The
Italian Job, and told with his
trademark ironic humour, here is
a novel with an old-school hero
and a twisty turny plot.  DCI
Harry Taylor has no respect for
red tape or political reputations,
but he’s great at catching
criminals.  All his unorthodox
skills will be needed as an
extraordinary situation unfolds

on his doorstep.  A metal box of radioactive material is
found at a dump in Stepney, East London, but before
the police can arrive, it is stolen in a violent raid.  With
security agencies across the world on red alert, it’s Harry
and his unconventional team from the Met who must hit
the streets in search of a lead.  They soon have two
wildly different suspects - aristocratic art dealer Julian
Smythe in London, and oligarch Vladimir Voldrev in
Barbados.  But the pressure is on.  How much time does
Harry have, and how many more players will join the
action before the missing uranium is lighting up the sky?
324 pages in elegant hardback with fairly large print.
£20 NOW £8

97866 NO QUARTER
GIVEN
by Neil Broadfoot
Connor Fraser investigates his
girlfriend’s hit-and-run accident,
uncovering a violent gang war
and dark family secrets in
Central Scotland.  In a novel
described by Helen Fields as:
‘Beautifully crafted...There’s no
filler, no exposition, just action,
dialogue and layering of tension
that’ll hold you breathless until
the very end.’ And not to
mention the disturbing political

unrest and psychological horror.  She was lying in the
road when he found her, crumpled and broken, the car
that hit her screaming away from the scene in haze of
tyre smoke and exhaust fumes.  Jennifer MacKenzie
being hit by a car was a tragic accident - or so it
seemed.  Until Connor is summoned to a meeting with
his girlfriend’s dad, Duncan McKenzie.  He claims that
Jen’s accident was actually a message intended for him,
and a way to force him to kill his trusted lieutenant
Paulie King who has now mysteriously disappeared.  His
request to Connor is simple.  Find Paulie and the men
who hurt his daughter and do whatever it takes.  As an
all-out gang war threatens to explode across Central
Scotland, Connor begins a journey that forces him to
confront some uncomfortable truths about his girlfriend
and the family he is connected to through her.  But
Connor is also driven by a vow - to find Paulie.  And
when he does, no quarter will be given.  Bloody and
fast-moving by the acclaimed journalist.  298pp.
£19.99 NOW £7

ELLY GRIFFITHS

97931 MAN IN BLACK &
OTHER STORIES
by Elly Griffiths
This collection of tales by the
No 1 bestselling author
features all her best-loved
characters: Dr Ruth
Galloway, Harry Nelson,
Max Mephisto, Detective
Harbinder Kaur and more.  It
features several stories never
published before, including a
brand-new Ruth and Nelson
story.  A must for all her

fans.  Have you been wondering what happened to
your favourite characters Ruth Galloway and Harry
Nelson?  Dive into this fabulous collection of stories
and find out.  Here are stories to suit all tastes. There
are ghost stories and mini cosy mysteries; tales of
psychological suspense and poignant vignettes of
love and loss. There’s a creepy horror story to make
you shiver and a tale narrated by Flint, Ruth
Galloway’s cat, to make you smile.  There is truly
something for everyone in this collection of bite-sized
morsels for all thriller fans.  310pp.  Paperback.
£9.99 NOW £5.50

97924 GREAT
DECEIVER
by Elly Griffiths
It starts with a magician and
a murder in a Brighton
boarding house; throw in a
show on Brighton pier, a
sinister radio personality and
a potential serial killer, and
you’ve got the next gripping
book in the Brighton
Mysteries series.  Magician
Max Mephisto is hailed by a
voice from the past, fellow
performer Ted English, aka

the Great Deceiver.  Ted’s assistant, Cherry, has
been found dead in her Brighton boarding house and
Ted is convinced that he’ll be accused of her murder.
Max agrees to talk to his friend, Superintendent

Edgar Stephens, who is investigating the case.  What
Max doesn’t know is that the girl’s family have hired
private detective duo Emma Holmes (Edgar’s wife) and
Sam Collins to do some digging of their own.  When a
second magician’s assistant is killed, Edgar persuades
Max to perform one last time - with a female assistant as
decoy.  But who will he choose for the role?  Strong on
period detail. 344 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £5.50

92248 OUTCAST DEAD: A
Dr Ruth Galloway Mystery
by Elly Griffiths
Forensic archaeologist Ruth
Galloway has excavated a
body from the grounds of
Norwich Castle, once a prison.
The body may be that of
Victorian murderess Jemima
Green.  Called Mother Hook for
her claw-like hand, Jemima was
hanged for the murder of five
children.  DCI Harry Nelson
has no time for long-ago killers.
Investigating the case of three

infants found dead, one after the other in their King’s
Lynn home, he’s convinced that their mother is
responsible.  Then a child goes missing.  443pp,
paperback.
£9.99 NOW £5  BACK IN STOCK

92243 LOCKED ROOM
by Elly Griffiths
Ruth Galloway is in London
clearing out her mother’s
belongings when she makes a
surprising discovery - a
photograph of her Norfolk
cottage taken before Ruth lived
there. Her mother always
hated the cottage, so why does
she have a picture of the
place?  The only clue is written
on the back of the photo -
Dawn, 1963.  Meanwhile
Nelson is investigating a series

of deaths of women that may or may not be suicide
when he links the deaths to an archaeological
discovery. 399pp, paperback.
£8.99 NOW £5  BACK IN STOCK

97936 NAMING OF THE
DEAD  by Ian Rankin
A murder has been committed,
but as the victim was a rapist,
no one is too concerned about
the crime, that is until DI John
Rebus and DS Siobhan Clerk
uncover evidence that a serial
killer is on the loose.  When
Rebus also starts looking into
the apparent suicide of an MP,
he is abruptly warned off the
case, not least because the G8
leaders have gathered in
Scotland and Rebus’s bosses

want him well out of the way.  But Rebus has never
been one to stick to the rules and when Siobhan has a
very personal reason for hunting down a riot cop, it
looks as though both of them may be up against their
own side.  Well received on publication with its eye for
detail.  515pp in paperback.
£10.99 NOW £5.50

97932 MIDNIGHT AND
BLUE  by Ian Rankin
‘Rebus in jail and better than
ever ... Surprising, gripping and
witty. Rankin has taken the
police procedural and
transformed into an epic
character study of a man and
his city ... Nobody does it
better.’ - The Times. John
Rebus spent his life as a
detective putting Edinburgh’s
most deadly criminals behind
bars.  Now, he’s joined them.
As new allies and old enemies

circle, and the days and nights bleed into each other,
even the legendary detective struggles to keep his head.
That is, until a murder at midnight in a locked cell
presents a new mystery.  They say old habits die hard.
However, this is a case where the prisoners and the
guards are all suspects, and everyone has something to
hide.  With no badge, no authority and no safety net,
Rebus walks a tightrope - with his life on the line.  But
how do you find a killer in a place full of them?  ‘A taut,
claustrophobic thriller, that puts a Golden Age twist on a
modern-day tale. The perfect book to keep Rebus fans
clanging their tin cups against the prison bars, until the
riot kicks off...’ - Stuart Macbride. 328pp.  Paperback.
£9.99 NOW £5.50

97869 REALM OF
DARKNESS
by Paul Doherty
One of the highly acclaimed
Sir Hugh Corbett medieval
mysteries set in 1312. Corbett
investigates murders at St
Michael’s Abbey while
intercepting French plots
against Edward II, as Satan
walks through God’s Acre and
a precious diamond vanishes.
It is spring, and the King is
absorbed with his favourite,
Peter Gaveston, while his

young wife Isabella is about to give birth. Isabella’s
father, the ruthless Philip of France, dreams of a
grandson wearing the Crown of the Confessor and
starts to meddle, even if that means murder.  Amaury
de Craon, Philip’s Master of Secrets, is despatched to
carry out his deadly deeds, and Edward II summons
Sir Hugh Corbett, Keeper of the Secret Seal, to
intercept.  Both master spies lodge at the Benedictine
abbey in the forest of Ashdown.  Supposedly a house
of prayer, the abbey holds sinister secrets and
treasures which include the world’s most exquisite
diamond, the Glory of Heaven. However shortly after
their arrival, the diamond is stolen and its guardian
murdered.  Other macabre incidents follow: Satan is
seen walking through God’s Acre, and a nearby tavern
is burnt to the ground and no one escapes.  Corbett,
assisted by his henchmen, prepares to investigate.
356pp in elegant hardback with fairly large print.
£21.99 NOW £8

97852 DEATH’S DARK
VALLEY
by Paul Doherty
One of the excellent Sir Hugh
Corbett medieval mysteries
and a companion to 97869
Realm of Darkness.  The year
is 1311.  It is four years since
the death of King Edward I, but
his reign of terror has cast long
shadows over the kingdom.  At
Holyrood Abbey, sheltered in
the depths of the Welsh march,
the old king’s former
bodyguards protect his secret

relics and watch over a mysterious prisoner who is kept
in the abbey’s dungeon.  But their peaceful existence is
shattered when Abbot Henry is poisoned.  Summoned
to Holyrood, Sir Hugh Corbett, Keeper of the Secret
Seal, finds the fortress in chaos. Brothers Anselm and
Richard have been brutally slain by nails driven deep
into their skulls.  No one knows who could be behind the
gruesome killings, and the news attracts the attention of
two unwanted guests - the sinister Marcher Lord
Mortimer and King Philip of France’s devious envoy De
Craon.  As more mysterious deaths occur, and a violent
snowstorm sweeps through the valley, Corbett must act
quickly to identify the malevolent demon who has arisen
from hell to turn the abbey into a house of murder.
Dark and suspenseful, ‘An opulent banquet to satisfy the
most murderous appetite’ - Northern Echo.  It is clear
that the author’s fascination for history comes off the
page in this scrupulously researched and popular series.
342pp in elegant hardback with fairly large print and
Character List. Remainder mark.
£20.99 NOW £8

97719 RIZZIO   by Denise Mina
Longlisted for the 2022 CWA Ian Fleming Steel Dagger

Award.  It’s Saturday evening, 9 March 1566, and
Mary, Queen of Scots, is six months pregnant.  She’s

hosting a supper party, secure in her private chambers,
here for a Parliament that will take Scotland by the

shoulders and turn it from England to face Europe.  She
doesn’t know that her Palace is surrounded - that, right

now, an army of men is coming to murder David
Rizzio, her friend and secretary, the handsome Italian
man who is smiling across the table at her.  Mary’s
husband, Lord Darnley, wants it done in front of her
and he wants her to watch.  The novel opens with
Rizzio playing tennis with his assassins, the cork ball

soaring across the court in elegant strokes, watched by
Henry Yair the Calvinist and fanatic. Denise Mina

brilliantly portrays the recent Reformation, the sexual
dynamics and politics of power. 118 pages.

£10 NOW £4
96571 ZERO HOUR
by Tom Clancy and Don Bentley
Korea is on the brink of chaos, and Jack Ryan Jr. is in
the middle of it. When the North Korean leader is
incapacitated, a ‘dead-man’s switch’ activates sleeper
agents across South Korea, sparking a deadly succession
struggle. Jack’s visit to Seoul to interview a potential
Campus recruit turns into a fight for survival as violence
erupts in the capital. A mysterious North Korean voice
offers a way to stop war - but at a cost Jack may not be
willing to pay. 481 page paperback.
£10.99 NOW £3
95977 COMEDY IS FINISHED
by Donald E. Westlake
Writing as Richard Stark, Donald E. Westlake delivers a
gripping Parker thriller. In 1977, aging comedian Koo
Davis is kidnapped by five radical members of the
People’s Revolutionary Army, who want to revive their
cause. A veteran of countless USO tours and friend to
generals and presidents, Koo is their ideal pawn. They
demand ten hostages released and safe passage to
Algeria, while the story weaves reflections on family,
society, love, sex and human connection. 351 pages.
£18.99 NOW £1.50

96291 PERFUME: The Story of a Murderer
by Patrick Suskind
Set in 18th Paris, this dark classic follows Jean-Baptiste
Grenouille, a misanthropic genius with an extraordinary
gift for scent. Obsessed with creating the perfect
fragrance, he rises to fame as a perfumer - but there is
one aroma he cannot replicate: that of a young virgin.
Consumed by this obsession, Grenouille embarks on a
chilling spree of murder, blending artistry, sensuality, and
horror in equal measure. 264 pages, paperback.
£9.99 NOW £1.75 MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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Cosy CrimeCosy CrimeCosy CrimeCosy CrimeCosy Crime
Introducing some new Cosy

Crime selected for our readers.
98102 PEANUT
BUTTER MURDERS
by Corinne Holt
Sawyer
Senior citizens turn sleuths
in this cosy crime mystery.
Gray-haired sleuths Angela
Benbow and Caledonia
Wingate investigate the
death of a new neighbour
who fell or was pushed into
the path of an oncoming
train.  The dead man was
a mere 50, too young to
have much in common
with the well-heeled

oldsters at the beautiful Camden-sur-Mer retirement
community in southern California.  His death looks like
an accident, but when ever-alert Angela and Caledonia
discover that he was courting one of their neighbours,
they can’t help hoping they’ll luck into a nice murder
investigation.  A second murder confirms their
suspicions that a dangerous killer is on the loose, but
between Angela’s shameless curiosity and Caledonia’s
blitzkrieg, a mere murderer hasn’t a chance. Unless he
can eliminate them too.  283 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £5

98099 MURDER BY
OWL LIGHT
by Corinne Holt
Sawyer
The murder of the gardener
at posh Camden-sur-Mer is
a break in routine for
Angela Benbow and
Caledonia Wingate’s
retirement community.
Unfortunately, a bad-
tempered police officer
warns the ladies to stick to
knitting, yet Angela and
Caledonia refuse to be
intimidated.  They’re off

and running, bird-dogging a murderer as resourceful as
themselves, and as shadowy as the owl light of dusk
that conceals his deadly work.  A companion to
Peanut Butter Murders code 98102.  292 page
paperback.
£9.99 NOW £5

98091 DEATH IN LE
JARDIN  by Ian Moore
From the bestselling author
of Death and Croissants
comes a unputdownable
cosy murder mystery
perfect for fans of Richard
Coles.  Encore, a sore jaw!
On the surface, Richard
Ainsworth has life where he
wants it.  Middle-aged
navel gazing and Olympic
levels of procrastination are
exactly what rural life in
France should be about.
Then crisis hits his posh

B&B when redoubtable housekeeper, Madame Tablier,
is accused of murder.  Even more surprisingly, it’s the
murder of a former fiancé, turned brother-in-law, none
of which the stubborn old woman denies.  Valérie
d’Orçay is having none of it and their investigation
leads them to a strange tourist garden village, where
backbiting, recriminations and even former colleagues
provide a deadly scenario more tangled than
knotweed.  Fairly large print, 324 pages.
£14.99 NOW £6.50

98075 VILLAGE
DETECTIVES AND THE
POISON PEN LETTERS
by Fiona Walker
The next instalment in the
Village Detectives Cozy
Mystery Series from Fiona
Walker.  We regret to
announce the tragic death
of Phoebe Fredericks...
When crime novelist
Phoebe opens the post and
receives an invitation to her
own funeral, she’s horrified.
Not least because the date
of her death is marked as

tomorrow.  Deciding it’s nothing more than a prank
from an enemy from her past, she determines to put it
to the back of her mind.  But the next morning, when
her completely infuriating postman (who likes to think
himself her no.1 literary critic) rings her doorbell, a
parcel of poisoned pen-nibs explodes in his face.
Forced to confront the fact her correspondence is more
RIP than RSVP, Phoebe realises someone must want
her dead.  Together with the newly-formed Village
Detectives - Juno, Mil and Felix - Phoebe resolves to
find out who is behind the poison pen letters before
they strike again and her fate is signed, sealed and
delivered!  A totally hilarious, modern cozy crime
mystery, from million-copy bestselling author Fiona
Walker, perfect for fans of Richard Osman, Janet
Evanovich and Janice Hallett.  364 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £5

97308 MURDER ON THE
LINKS
by Agatha Christie
The second thrilling novel
featuring the ingenious Belgian
detective Hercule Poirot. When
Poirot and his trusted
companion Captain Hastings are
summoned to a tranquil French
village by a wealthy
businessman in fear for his life,
they arrive too late - the man is
found dead on a golf course,
stabbed in the back.  With a

host of enigmatic suspects, hidden motives, secret
identities, hidden pasts, treacherous love affairs and
shocking twists, Poirot must untangle a web of deception
to uncover the truth.  This classic whodunit and immortal
literary masterpiece.  223 page paperback.
£11.99 NOW £5  BACK IN STOCK
97309 MYSTERIOUS AFFAIR AT STYLES
by Agatha Christie
In her first published mystery, this novel introduces
readers to the heroic detective Hercule Poirot in a classic
murder mystery set in the outskirts of Essex. In the
quiet English countryside, the peace is shattered. The
victim is the wealthy mistress of Styles Court. As
tensions rise and secrets unravel, the list of suspects is
long and includes her gold-digging new spouse and
stepsons, her doctor, and her hired companion.  Can the
truth be found before the killer strikes again? First
published in 1920, the mystery of the novel is the one of
who poisoned wealthy heiress Emily Inglethorp and
how did the killer get in and out of her locked bedroom.
Mystery fans will rejoice and find great fun in the first
instalment of Agatha Christie’s famous series of Poirot
mystery novels where nothing is at it seems.
Paperback.
£9.99 NOW £5
97710 DARK HUNTER by F. J. Watson
A brilliantly researched and gripping novel.  A town
under seige. A killer within.  The year is 1317, and
young squire Benedict Russell has joined the English-held
garrison of Berwick-upon-Tweed after the spectacular
Scottish victory at Bannockburn three years earlier.
Serious and self-doubting, he can’t wait for his time there
to come to an end. Living on the disputed territory
between Scotland and England is a precarious existence,
and as the Scots draw ever closer and the English king
does nothing to stop them, Benedict finds himself in a
race against time to solve the brutal murder of a young
girl and find the traitor who lurks within Berwick’s walls.
Map and useful list of canonical hours.  326 page
paperback.
£8.99 NOW £4.50
97218 MURDER ON LINE ONE by Jeremy Vine
Darkness looms over sunny Sidmouth, when an
unsolved murder comes to the attention of late-night
radio talk show host Edward Temmis.  Recently sacked
from his beloved job, Edward meets Stevie, whose
grandmother, a devoted listener, died in a suspicious fire
last year.  Well, nobody hurts his listeners and helping
Stevie might just give him the purpose he needs.
Reinvigorated, Edward joins forces with Stevie and his
old fling, Kim, only to uncover a sinister plot.  Can they
get to the bottom of this mystery before it’s too late?
Because this is just the tip of the iceberg, and Stevie’s
grandmother wasn’t the only one of his listeners
targeted.  But who is pursuing his aging audience and
why?  392 page hardback.
£20 NOW £8

97100 WHERE THE MISSING GATHER
by Helen Sedgwick

An archaeological dig exposes a brutal history and a
witness finally speaks. It seems the wickedness swirling
in the harsh sea air of Burrowhead might be excised at
last, but before DI Georgie Strachan can lift the veil of

evil, a black horse is slaughtered on an altar in the
woods and human remains begin to surface. Sinister

rituals connect past and present but no one wants to see,
or tell, or hear, the truth. Soon Georgie must face the

question: where do the missing souls of the village
gather?  A masterful blend of crime and psychological

suspense, and the faint whisper of the supernatural. 403
page paperback.

£8.99 NOW £3
95702 COTSWOLD KILLING by Rebecca Tope
Duntisbourne Abbots is a quintessentially English village
nestled in the stunning Cotswold hills.  Recently
widowed Thea Osbourne fears three weeks house-
sitting there may prove a little dull, but her first night’s
sleep at Brook View is broken by a piercing scream.
She assures herself it was only a fox and nothing more
sinister, but then a body turns up.  As a woman with no
experience of detective work, Thea knows she shouldn’t
get involved, but in questioning neighbours she uncovers
more tragedy and intrigue than she thought possible.
351pp paperback.
£9.99 NOW £3
97075 FAMISHED HEART: Vincent Swan
Mysteries  by Nicola White
The Macnamara sisters hadn’t been seen for months
before anyone noticed. It was Father Timoney broke
down the door to find a horrifying scene: Berenice was
sitting in her armchair, surrounded by religious tracts,
Rosaleen had crawled under her own bed, her face frozen
in terror, both had starved themselves to death.
Francesca Macnamara returns to Dublin after decades in
the US to find her family in ruins. Meanwhile, Detectives
Vincent Swan and Gina Considine are convinced that
there is more to the deaths than suicide. Because what
little evidence there is, shows that someone was
watching the sisters die. 368 page paperback.
£8.99 NOW £3.50

97215 MISSING YOU
by Harlan Coben
From the bestselling author and
creator of the hit Netflix drama
Fool Me Once comes a thrilling
and emotional ride about the
ties we have to our past - and
the devastating lies that bind us
together. Surfing an online
dating site, NYPD detective Kat
Donovan feels her whole world
explode.  Staring back at her is
her ex-fiancé, the man who
shattered her heart, and whom
she hasn’t seen in 18 years.

But when Kat reaches out to the man in the profile, an
unspeakable conspiracy comes to light.  As Kat begins to
investigate, her feelings are challenged about everyone
she’s ever loved - even her father, whose cruel murder
so long ago has never been fully explained.  With lives on
the line, including her own, Kat must venture deeper into
the darkness than she ever has before and discover if she
has the strength to survive what she finds there. By the
master of the multiple twist. 456 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £5
97415 IN CROWD  by Charlotte Vassell
Winner of the Edgar Award for Best Novel 2025, this
witty and sharply observed mystery opens at a sunlit
Richmond garden party where everything looks
effortlessly perfect - until it isn’t.  Calliope Foster is raising
a glass of Pimms beneath tasteful bunting, celebrating her
best friend’s engagement, when a body is pulled from the
nearby Thames. What first appears to be a tragic accident
quickly draws Detective Inspector Caius Beauchamp into
a far more complicated web, where the victim’s
connections reach deep into the lives of London’s social
elite.  As secrets begin to surface, Calliope and her circle
find that charm, status and celebration can’t keep scandal
- and danger - at bay. Darkly comic, stylish and fast-
moving. 424 pages, paperback.
£9.99 NOW £4
97375 APPOINTMENT WITH YESTERDAY
by Celia Fremlin
A classic seaside psychological thriller from ‘Britain’s
Patricia Highsmith’.  FOUND IN FLAT was all she could
see of the headline, but it was enough: enough to freeze
her hovering hand...  Milly Barnes has just arrived in the
seaside town of Seacliffe.  Between windswept walks on
the beach, she settles into lodgings and finds work as a
Daily Help.  Except this isn’t her real name - ‘Milly’ is on
the run from her past life, escaping a nightmare marriage.
Abandoned by her first husband for another woman, she
took revenge by marrying Gilbert: but this proved a
terrible mistake.  Trapped in a London basement flat, she
became a victim of his increasingly paranoid delusions.
But what really happened in that underground dungeon?
And is somebody on her trail, the hunter in a game of
cat-and-mouse...? 256 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £4
97388 FORGER’S DAUGHTER
by Bradford Morrow
When a scream shatters the summer night outside their
country house, reformed literary forger Will and his wife
Meghan find their daughter Maisie shaken and bloodied,
holding a parcel her attacker demanded she present to
her father.  Inside is a literary rarity the likes of which
few have ever handled, and a letter laying out
impossible demands regarding its future. Will finds
himself drawn back to forgery, ensnared in a plot to
counterfeit the rarest book in American literature: Edgar
Allan Poe’s first publication, Tamerlane.  Facing threats
to his life and family, coerced by his former nemesis and
fellow forger Henry Slader, Will must rely on the artistic
skills of his other daughter Nicole to help create a
flawless forgery of this 1827 publication regarded as the
Holy Grail of American letters. The novel flits
evocatively from upstate New York farmhouses to
Manhattan auction houses. 269 page paperback.
£8.99 NOW £3.50
97707 BERLIN GAMBIT by David O’Donnell
A page-turning WWII thriller based on true events.
‘Those who begin by burning books will end by burning
people.’ - Heinrich Heine. 1941, Berlin.  After Police
Chief Investigator Rolf Schneider is summoned to a
meeting with Himmler and tasked with investigating the
assassination of Heydrich, he exposes a web of
corruption and secrecy involving the highest-ranking
figures in the Reich.  Schneider is faced with an
agonising dilemma, for the secret he discovers is both
the only thing that can save his life and what will mark
him down for certain death.  His choice propels him into
a desperate race against the clock, one in which he must
travel to the very heart of darkness.  For fans of Philip
Kerr, Robert Harris and Volker Kutscher.  Paperback,
378 pages, fairly large print.
£9.99 NOW £5
97093 RAVAGE & SON by Jerome Charyn
A master storyteller’s novel of crime, corruption,
and antisemitism in early Manhattan, the novel reflects
the lost world of Manhattan’s Lower East Side in a dark
mirror.  Abraham Cahan, editor of the Jewish Daily
Forward, serves as the conscience of the Jewish ghetto
teeming with rogue cops and swindlers.  He rescues Ben
Ravage, an orphan, from a trade school and sends him
off to Harvard to earn a law degree. But upon his return,
Ben rejects the chance to escape his gritty origins and
instead becomes a detective for the Kehilla, a quixotic
gang backed by wealthy uptown patrons to help the
police rid the Lower East Side of criminals.  Charged
with rooting out the Jewish ‘Mr. Hyde’, a half-mad
villain who attacks the prostitutes of Allen Street, Ben
discovers that his fate is irrevocably tied to that of this
violent, sinister man.  254 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £3.25

97709 COLUMBA’S BONES by David Greig
The Isle of Iona, 825.  In a bloody, brutal raid, Abbot
Blathmac is slain on the steps of his monastery for
refusing to give away the location of the sacred relics of
St Columba, the missionary who first brought
Christianity to Scotland. Following a night of rampage
and mayhem, one Viking wakes up the next morning to
find himself alone, hungover, and abandoned by his
crew mates.  He can’t swim, there are no boats, and the
only surviving monk on the island has taken his sword.
With only his wits, he must survive long enough not
only to rejoin his Viking comrades, but also to find the
location of the elusive relics that brought him here in the
first place.  Rooted in the real history of Iona and its
early monks, this is a thrilling read, exploring the clash of
early Christianity and paganism. 184 pages.
£10 NOW £5

97031 MURDER IN TINSELTOWN A
Hollywood Era Choose-Your-Own-Story

Mystery  by Max Nightingale
Set in Los Angeles, 1958, this interactive mystery places

you in the role of an LAPD homicide detective
investigating the murder of Hollywood starlette Blanche
Aikerman at the Royale Premiere Hotel on the eve of a
major awards ceremony.  With a long list of suspects,

shifting motives, and misleading clues, you must
interview characters, gather evidence, and make critical

decisions to uncover the truth. Blending classic hard-
boiled detective fiction with a choose-your-own-

adventure format, the story offers multiple paths and
outcomes, with only one leading to the real killer.

Immersed in the glamour and intrigue of Hollywood’s
Golden Age, this novel challenges your judgement and
deduction skills.  Who did it? Von Hiltz? Botti? Walter?

212 pages.
£16.99 NOW £4.50

97657 SAFE ENOUGH And Other Stories
by Lee Child
Crime stories by the author of the Jack Reacher series,
we now meet 20 more heroes and heavies from the
brilliant mind of the legendary crime author.  A drug-
dealing hit man feels that he must unburden his fears
and guilt to a stranger.  A rookie cop is assigned to a
department’s file room where he makes connections to
historic dates that could lead to solving crimes. A
methodical bodyguard quits his job when he’s
outsmarted.  A military mission is planned to perfection.
A potential worker for the Manhattan Project is carefully
surveilled by an FBI agent.  A killer preys on other
killers.  Together these stories are a riotous calamity of
criminals and crime fighters, each expertly crafted. 20
intriguing and rapid-fire fictions which are sure to please.
237pp.
$28.99 NOW £6

97478 UNRAVELLED KNOTS: The Teahouse
Detective  by Baroness Orczy

Baroness Orczy (1865-1947) was a Hungarian-born
British author, best known for her Scarlet Pimpernel

novels. There are three books in the collection: The Old
Man in the Corner, The Case of Miss Elliott and

Unravelled Knots. It has been 20 years since Polly
Burton last saw the Teahouse Detective, but one foggy

afternoon she stumbles into a Fleet Street café and
chances upon the cantankerous sleuth again. The years
have not softened his manner, nor dulled his appetite for
unravelling the most tortuous of conspiracies, shedding

light on mysteries that have confounded the finest minds
of the police.  How did Prince Orsoff disappear from his
railway carriage in-between stations?  How could the
Ingres art masterpiece be seen in two places at once?
What is the truth behind the story of the blood-stained

tunic that exonerated its owner?  From the comfort of his
seat by the fire, the Teahouse Detective sets his brilliant

mind to work once more. “The first and greatest
armchair detective.” - Ellery Queen. 284 page

paperback.
$14.95 NOW £5

96930 RIVERS OF TREASON by K. J. Maitland
From the stark Yorkshire landscape to the dark
underbelly of Jacobean London, Daniel Pursglove’s new
mission sees him fall prey to a ruthless copycat killer.
London, 1607.  As dawn breaks, Daniel Pursglove rides
north, away from the watchful eye of the King and his
spies.  He returns, disguised, to his childhood home in
Yorkshire with his own score to settle.  The locals have
little reason to trust a prying stranger, and those who
remember Daniel do so with contempt. When a body is
found with rope burns about the neck, Daniel falls under
suspicion.  On the run, across the country, he is pursued
by a ruthless killer whose victims all share the same
gallows mark.  Has Daniel become embroiled in a
bigger, and far more sinister, conspiracy?  A new river of
treason is rising, flowing from the fields of Yorkshire right
to the heart of the King’s court. 422 pages.
£20 NOW £5
96952 BEST CRIME STORIES OF THE YEAR,

VOLUME 2  by Sarah Paretsky
Edited by the legendary Otto Penzler, this impressive
collection brings together 20 of the most thrilling and

puzzling short stories from some of today’s finest crime
writers including Michael Connelly, Doug Allyn, Susan
Frith, Stefon Mears, Gwen Mullins, Annie Reed, Anna
Scotti, Joseph S. Walker, Michael Wiley, Jo Nesbø, and
Joyce Carol Oates. Adding a touch of literary history, it

also features a vintage mystery over a century old,
showcasing the roots of the genre - from Edgar Allan

Poe’s invention of the detective story to Arthur Conan
Doyle’s sharp deductions and Agatha Christie’s perfected
twists.  Every story is a compact puzzle: within a few

pages, clues appear, secrets are revealed, and the
tension builds to a satisfying, edge-of-your-seat

resolution. 534 pages.
£20 NOW £6

Gripping thrillers & Cosy Crime Mysteries full of twists.

!!!!!
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98088 AN IRON GIRL
IN A VELVET GLOVE:
The Life of Joan Rhodes
by Triona Holden
With her hourglass figure and
Marilyn Monroe looks, Joan
Rhodes would leave
audiences speechless as she
bent steel bars with her
teeth, ripped large phone
books into quarters, and
lifted two men at a time.
And what she did was real.
Joan had a superstrength,
forged out of desperation to
survive.  Born into poverty

in 1920s London and
abandoned by her
parents, Joan endured
a spell in the
workhouse and earned
scraps busking on the
streets.  Despite the
worst possible start,
she made it to the top
of her profession to
rub sequined shoulders
with the likes of Fred
Astaire, Bob Hope and
Sammy Davis Jnr.
Joan’s crowning glory
was to perform for the
Queen and Prince
Philip at Windsor
Castle, and along the
way she forged
lifelong friendships
with Marlene Dietrich,
Quentin Crisp and Dame Laura Knight, kindred spirits
who lived as fearlessly as she did.  Biographer Triona
Holden met Joan in her later years.  When Joan passed
away, Triona set out to secure her beloved friend’s
place in history.  She appeared on the BBC television
show The Repair Shop to tell the strongwoman’s story
and sifted through archives to retrace her journey to
stardom.  Joan saw herself as a freak, but in truth she
was a champion for the so-called fairer sex.  Set at a
time when most women were still groomed for
marriage and motherhood, the book tells the fascinating
and tumultuous story of a woman who followed her
own unique path. Well illus., 278 page paperback.
£14.99 NOW £5.50

97855 DON’T LOOK
BACK, YOU’LL TRIP
OVER: My Guide to Life
by Michael Caine
The legendary boy from
Elephant and Castle worked
his way up from working
class roots to global stardom
and two Oscars, and this
engaging memoir, written in
the form of an interview
with Matthew d’Ancona,
sweeps us along with him on
his fascinating journey. The
teenage Michael Caine
joined a drama group to

meet girls, then after National Service and a dead-end
job, a colleague told him the way to get into acting
was to apply for dogsbody roles in local theatres and
work his way up. The discipline of playing a range of
parts was invaluable, and hanging out with playwrights
John Osborne and Harold Pinter, before they were
famous, gave him contacts that would be important
later on. Caine’s own breakthrough was as the officer
in Zulu, and after that Harry Saltzmann cast him in The
Ipcress File as Harry Palmer, the anti-Bond secret

service hero.
Ironically, Caine
and his wife
Shakira later
became close
friends with Sean
Connery and his
wife and also
Roger and Luisa
Moore. In the
age of ensemble
theatre in the
seventies he was
one of the stars
of the blockbuster
A Bridge Too

Far, one of the military roles for which he abandoned
his cockney to assume an upper class accent. After a
move to Los Angeles in 1979, Cary Grant and Gregory
Peck became great friends, and on the set of The
Italian Job he got to know Noel Coward, relishing his
talents as a raconteur. There were rejections too, but
Caine has always cultivated resilience and never gives
up, taking opportunities where he can. At one point he
owned seven restaurants, employing Marco Pierre
White and Gordon Ramsay. The eight movies he did
with Christopher Nolan were the high point of his
career, but Caine thinks Educating Rita was his best
performance. The final section focuses on Caine’s
philosophy of life, and an amusing piece of wisdom
gives the book its title. 257pp, colour photos.
£25 NOW £10

97973 MAKING OF STANLEY
KUBRICK’S 2001: A SPACE
ODYSSEY  by Piers Bizony
‘Moon children, polka-dot aliens,
suckling ape suits, and many more
intergalactic wrong turns ...
magnificent.’ - Vanity Fair. Stanley
Kubrick’s 2001: A Space Odyssey
was a groundbreaking collaboration
with Arthur C. Clarke, combining
meticulous scientific research,
innovative visual effects, and
pioneering filmmaking techniques to
create a cinematic masterpiece. Get
closer than ever to the movie that

changed the movies. This behind-the-scenes spectacular sheds
light on the lead actors, senior production designers, special-
effects experts and masterminds of Stanley Kubrick and Arthur
C. Clarke.  Kubrick assembled a team of experts to ensure
scientific accuracy. Fred Ordway, a space scientist, served as a
consultant, while illustrators Roy Carnon and Richard McKenna
created concept art influenced by Chesley Bonestell’s space
illustrations. Detailed pre-production paintings, sketches, and
models were developed to visualize spacecraft, lunar bases, and
futuristic technology.  This comprehensive visual record includes
on and off set photographs, pre-production paintings, and conceptual designs from the Kubrick archives.  Douglas
Trumbull supervised a team of about 200 artists and technicians to create realistic space sequences. Techniques
included Front projection for the “Dawn of Man” sequence, blending live-action apes with African landscapes,
rotating centrifuge sets built by Vickers-Armstrong Engineering, simulating artificial gravity inside the Discovery
One spacecraft and miniature spacecraft models filmed with long exposures to achieve photorealistic realism.
These dazzling images offer insight both into Kubrick’s meticulous directorial methods, and into the mysteries and
magnetism of a film at once vast in scope and intricate in its exploration of our relationship to technology.  The
making of 2001: A Space Odyssey was a monumental achievement, blending scientific rigor, artistic vision, and
technical innovation.  Written and researched over several years by the outer space, special effects, and
technology journalist Piers Bizony, in collaboration with the Kubrick Estate and Warner Bros, this compendium is an
exhaustive labour of love. 16 x 22cm, 512 pages. Otherworldly colour photos throughout.  New from Taschen.
ONLY £30

94521
MARVEL
COMICS
LIBRARY
SPIDER-MAN.
VOLUME 1
1962-1964
by Ralph Macchio
The Amazing Spider-
Man: The Original

Stories.  Peter Parker wasn’t your typical superhero - he lived in
Queens, was always broke, worried endlessly about Aunt May,
and struggled with love and a demanding boss at the Daily Bugle.
As Spider-Man, he had the wit and daring Peter often lacked, yet
mastering his powers was never easy.  This edition presents the
first 21 classic stories (1962-1964), featuring his unforgettable
rogues’ gallery: Vulture, Doctor Octopus, Sandman, Lizard, Electro,
Kraven the Hunter, Mysterio, and the Green Goblin. Much of
Spider-Man’s enduring appeal comes from co-creator Steve Ditko,
whose art captured the everyday struggles of teenagers like no
other.  With original artwork, rare photos, and behind-the-scenes
gems. 710 pages, 21 × 30cm, Taschen.
ONLY £60  BACK IN STOCK

97516 ANDRE DE DIENES
MARILYN MONROE
by Steve Crist
One day in 1945, fashion photographer
André de Dienes met a lovely young
aspiring model named Norma Jeane
Dougherty.  He instantly fell in love
with her innocence and charm and the
two were briefly engaged to be married.
He soon built up a huge portfolio of
stunning photographs of the smiling
brunette which helped to launch her
model career and, a few years later, a
film career that was to make her a
legend as Marilyn Monroe.  de Dienes’s

secret typescript memoirs, which were discovered when Monroe
fans ravaged his home after his death in 1988, are reproduced in
facsimile, complete with handwritten amendments.  From their trip
to see Norma Jeane’s mother in a mental hospital to Marilyn’s visit
a few days before her death, de Dienes’s emotion-laden archive
offers a deeply personal account of Monroe’s transformation from a
sensitive, ambitious girl into a deeply troubled global star and makes
for an unprecedented, personal exploration.  16 x 22cm, 480 pages.
New compact edition from Taschen packed with glossy colour
photos of this beautiful girl and then blonde bombshell of a woman.
ONLY £30  BACK IN STOCK

97517 AUDREY HEPBURN
PHOTOGRAPHS 1953-
1966  by Bob Willoughby
In his distinguished career as a
Hollywood photographer, Bob
Willoughby captured Marilyn
Monroe, Elizabeth Taylor and
Jane Fonda, but remains
unequivocal about his favourite
subject: Audrey Kathleen
Ruston, later Edda van
Heemstra Hepburn-Ruston, best
known as Audrey Hepburn.
Willoughby was called in to
photograph the new starlet one

morning shortly after she arrived in Hollywood in 1953. As
Hepburn’s career soared following her Oscar-winning US debut in Roman Holiday, Willoughby became a trusted
friend, framing her working and home life and times in Paris, on location for Green Mansions and best of all bonding
with the tiny fawn Ip (Pippin) which lived in her home for nearly three months and even went to the supermarket
with her and more.  His historic, perfectionist, tender photographs seek out the many facets of Hepburn’s beauty and
elegance, as she progresses from her debut to her career high of My Fair Lady in 1963. 14 x 20cm, 192 pages.
Entirely rich colour and mono photos. Taschen.
ONLY £18  BACK IN STOCK

TOP PICK FOR
MARVEL FANS!

With acrobats at the
Finsbury Park Empire

95458 EROTIC
VAGRANCY
by Roger Lewis
Sub-titled Everything
About Richard
Burton and Elizabeth
Taylor and 13 years in
the making, this
sweeping biography
captures one of cinema’s
most extravagant and
explosive love stories.
David Hare called it “a
hot thunderstorm of a
book.”  It traces the
legendary relationship
between Burton and
Taylor - passionate,

volatile, and endlessly public - charting their rise as
Hollywood’s most glamorous couple and their descent
into excess, addiction and repeated breakups. It is also
about celebrity, creativity, being flawed, being brilliant,
sexuality and the intermingling of a low and a highbrow
existence, pride, insecurity, attraction and repulsion,
and devilry. From Burton’s emergence from Wales to
Taylor’s child-star beginnings, to their meeting during
Cleopatra, the book moves through a world of jewels,
jet-set excess and 1960s spectacle, before inevitably
turning darker as fame, alcohol and conflict take their
toll.  Eccentric, baroque and often darkly funny. 645
pages.
£30 NOW £7  SAVE £23!
95530 PARACHUTE WOMEN
by Elizabeth Winder
Sub-titled ‘Marianne Faithfull, Marsha Hunt, Bianca
Jagger, Anita Pallenberg, and the Women Behind the
Rolling Stones’.  The first woman to take the young
Rolling Stones in hand and glam them all up was Anita
Pallenberg with her cosmopolitan chic and fluency in
languages. Brian Jones was leader of the band in those
days, sexually knowing and well into the drugs scene.
Anita introduced him to glam rock, and to Eton-
educated art dealers and other aristocratic hipsters.
When he and Anita hit the headlines as Chelsea’s
coolest couple Brian was debating going solo because
the two songwriters, Keith Richards and Mick Jagger,
were getting all the attention. Mick was the puritan of
the group, hating mess, initially refusing to drop acid
and keeping Chrissie away from what he saw as
unsuitable friends. But in 1965 he met Marianne
Faithfull and the dynamics of the group changed again
as Keith fell in love with Anita, Marianne fell in love
with Keith, while Mick was becoming keen on
Marianne. In 1970 Marsha Hunt was pregnant with
Mick’s child, though that did not stop him from
marrying the severe Bianca the following year. The
author describes how these strong women struggled
free of the misogyny. 276pp, photos.
£25 NOW £6  SAVE £19!

97697 WHERE
MADNESS LIES: The
Double Life of Vivien
Leigh
by Lyndsy Spence
Star of ‘Gone with the
Wind’, this revealing
biography explores
Vivien Leigh’s battle with
bipolar disorder, a
troubled marriage to
Laurence Olivier, and her
resilient spirit.  She was
one of the greatest film
and theatrical stars of the
20th century and her
Oscar-winning

performances including in A Streetcar Named Desire
have cemented her status as an icon.  Her meteoric
rise to fame launched her into the gaze of fellow rising
star Olivier and a tempestuous relationship ensued that
would last for 20 years capturing the imagination of
people worldwide.  Behind the scenes however Leigh’s
personal life was marred with her undiagnosed
condition until 1953.  Largely misunderstood and
subjected to barbaric mistreatment at the hands of her
doctors, Leigh also suffered the heartbreak of Olivier’s
infidelity.  Contributing to her image as a tragic
heroine, she died at the age of 53. 256 pages, photos.
£22 NOW £8.50
97299 BING CROSBY: Swinging on A Star: The

War Years, 1940-1946
by Gary Giddins

Bing Crosby dominated American popular culture from
the dizzy era of Prohibition through the dark days of
the WWII, he was a desperate nation’s most beloved

entertainer.  He redefined the very foundations of
modern music, from the way it was recorded to the
way it was orchestrated, interpreted, recorded and
performed.  Gary Giddins focuses on Crosby’s most

memorable period, the war years and the origin story
of White Christmas and Swinging on a Star.  Holiday
Inn, Going My Way, The Bells of St Mary’s and the
first four road movies was accomplished. Seeds of

change on broadcasting and the music business were
planted and showbusiness helped define society,

manhood and responsibility.  Set against the backdrop
of a Europe on the brink of collapse, this

groundbreaking work traces Crosby’s skyrocketing
career as he fully inhabits a new era of American

entertainment and culture.  Endpapers decorated with
colour movie posters, 32 pages of illus. 724 pages.

£35 NOW £9.50  SAVE £25.50!

MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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96845 FILM NOIR
by Paul Duncan and Jürgen Müller
Step into a shadowy world of private eyes, gangsters, psychopaths, and
femmes fatales, where deception, lust, and betrayal rule. This first-ever film-by-
film photography book on film noir and neo-noir is an essential visual and analytical guide
to the genre, tracing its roots from German and French silent cinema to Hollywood’s
golden age.  Explore the quintessential noir Double Indemnity, accompanied by in-depth
analysis of classics such as Human Desire, The Lady From Shanghai, and The Postman
Always Rings Twice.  Other chapters delve into: The Fatalistic Nightmare, The Caper
Film, Docu-Noir, Love on the Run, Male Violence (A Double Life, Murder by Contract,
The Blue Dahlia), Women in Film Noir, The Private Eye (The Maltese Falcon, What
Ever Happened to Baby Jane?), The Darkness and Corruption (The Big Heat, The
Prowler, The Third Man, Touch of Evil).  Richly illustrated with hundreds of noir film
stills, technicolor posters, and iconic star portraits including Joan Crawford and Vincent
Price. 648 high-quality pages, 14 x 19.5cm, complete with a bookmarker.
ONLY £20

97681 LIFE THROUGH AN APERTURE  by Keith Hamshere
For more than five decades, Keith Hamshere helped create some of
Hollywood’s most unforgettable images, working on legendary films from
Oliver Twist and 2001: A Space Odyssey to Battle of Britain, Superman, Star
Wars, Indiana Jones and eight James Bond adventures.  In this fascinating
memoir, Keith lifts the curtain on life behind the camera, sharing colourful
stories, Hollywood gossip and insider secrets alongside his superb photographs,
film posters and production stills. Meet Harrison Ford filming Patriot Games in
Greenwich, Roger Moore enjoying his role as the blind piano tuner in Bullseye!,
and the famously ‘tyrannical’ Michael Winner.  Keith’s extraordinary journey
began in the late 1950s as a child actor. After learning the ukulele for his ninth
birthday, he discovered photography and became a society photographer at
the heart of Swinging London. His big break came when unit photographer
Johnny Jay invited him to help on Stanley Kubrick’s 2001: A Space Odyssey -
an opportunity he seized immediately.  His career then rocketed through
Superman II and the first of his eight Bond films, The Spy Who Loved Me,
along with The Wind in the Willows, The Madness of King George and King
David. Packed with hundreds of colour photographs and monochrome stills, this
is a wonderfully entertaining backstage journey through five decades of movie-
making and Hollywood history.  280 large pages, 19 x 24.5cm.
£30 NOW £9  SAVE £21!

97449 STEVEN SPIELBERG ALL THE FILMS
by Arnaud Devillard, Olivier Bousquet and Nicolas Schaller
Sub-titled ‘The Story Behind Every Movie, Episode, and Short’, this
remarkable book celebrates the inimitable Hollywood icon and his illustrious
film career, from his earliest homemade movies to the 2022 release of his latest
feature, The Fabelmans, via his more than 30 feature length-films. Spanning more
than 50 years, this book details the creative processes that resulted in numerous classic
films like E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial, Jaws, Jurassic Park, The Color Purple, Schindler’s
List, Indiana Jones, Catch Me if You Can, and Saving Private Ryan, Minority Report,
War of the Worlds (to name just a few).  Newer work like Lincoln, The Post, and The
Fabelmans is also featured alongside synopses, awards stats, original release dates,
box office totals, casting details, and other insider scoops that will keep fans turning
pages. Fabulous colour photographs, explanations of themes and motifs, shadows and
lighting, and fact boxes for addicts throughout, especially the filming of Jaws, Raiders
of the Lost Ark, Poltergeist, War Horse  and visiting Herge’s studios for The

Adventures of Tintin and work with DreamWorks.  Index, heavyweight quality 21.5 x 27.5cm, 504 pages.
£50 NOW £22.50  SAVE £27.50!
96708 MYSTERIES OF CINEMA: Movies and Imagination  by Peter Conrad
A thematic journey through film history exploring how cinema shapes perception, desire, and imagination.
Beginning with the innovations of silent film and moving through surrealism, expressionism, and popular Hollywood
genres such as the Western, horror, and musicals, the book examines how filmmakers and critics have understood
the ‘vision’ of the medium.  Drawing on contributions from writers, artists, and composers, it reflects on cinema’s
fascination with speed, movement, and psychological depth, as well as its ability to alter our sense of time and
reality. Peter Conrad’s analysis considers how the movie camera has transformed the way we see the world, with
chapters such as Fantastic Voyages, Wheels and Wings, Dark Rooms, The Physics of Film, Meta-Movies and
Seeing Other Worlds. 61 illustrations, colour plates, 312 pages.
$39.95 NOW £5.50
96738 MAKING MOVIE MAGIC  by John Richardson
John Richardson: A Lifetime Creating Special Effects for James Bond, Harry Potter, Superman and More.  Oscar-
winning special effects supervisor John Richardson has worked on over 100 films, including nine James Bond
adventures, all eight Harry Potter movies, Aliens, Superman, The Omen, Willow and more. From massive explosions
and daring stunts to fantastical creatures and futuristic gadgets, Richardson has helped bring some of cinema’s most
iconic moments to life - long before CGI.  Son of pioneering FX technician Cliff Richardson, John learned his craft at
the feet of a master and here shares his fascinating career, revealing the clever engineering, trickery, and artistry
behind movie magic. See behind-the-scenes shots, full-page colour posters, and dozens of black-and-white stills
illustrating how skill and imagination create epic adventures. Softback, 288 pages, 19 × 24.5cm.
£20 NOW £6

97414 TASTEMAKER: My Life with the Legends and Geniuses of Rock Music
by Tony King

From the Beatles to Elton John, Rolling Stones to Freddie Mercury, Tony King tells his extraordinary life story at
the heart of pop music’s golden era.  Starting at Decca Records in 1958 at just 16, and later working with George
Martin’s AIR Music in the late 1960s, King became a trusted confidant, creative muse and behind-the-scenes fixer
for some of the world’s biggest artists. He helped rekindle relationships, eased tensions between bandmates, and
stood close to legends during defining - and sometimes difficult - moments.  Set against decades of cultural change

in London and New York’s music and gay scenes, warm, candid and richly detailed, this memoir offers a vivid
insider’s view of the people and moments that shaped modern music. 259 page paperback, photos.

£12.99 NOW £4  REDUCED
97139 BLOOD ON SATAN’S CLAW OR, THE DEVIL’S SKIN  by Robert Wynne-Simmons
A chilling novelisation of the cult folk-horror 50 year old classic Blood on Satan’s Claw, this book revisits the eerie
tale of a rural village slowly consumed by ancient evil. Written by original screenwriter Robert Wynne-Simmons, it
reimagines the descent into superstition, possession, and ritual, where children are drawn into a growing cult and
everyday life is overtaken by darkness.  Set alongside landmark films such as The Wicker Man and Witchfinder
General, it captures the unsettling atmosphere that helped define the folk-horror genre. Enhanced with Richard
Wells’s new illustrations, this atmospheric retelling preserves the slow-burn dread and haunting tone of the original.
Includes a blood-red satin page marker, 228 pages.
£16.99 NOW £6.50
95997 KATHARINE HEPBURN: Star as Feminist  by Andrew Britton
Britton studies Katharine Hepburn’s career, significance and meaning, the star system, the Director/Auteur, and the
genre.  His analysis of her films prefer for example Stage Door and Holiday to The Philadelphia Story and even
Adam’s Rib (the most consciously ‘feminist’ of the films. He never loses sight of Hepburn-as-star and how the
image developed, of the series of films made with Spencer Tracy, illuminated by comparisons with other
celebrated male/female partnerships - not only Hepburn’s own films with Cary Grant (notably the 30s masterpieces
Holiday and Bringing Up Baby), but also William Powell/Myrna Loy, Bogart/Bacall and especially Astaire/Rodgers.
264 page well illus large softback. Thin remainder mark.
$24.95 NOW £2.75

96385 OUT OF CHARACTER  by Alison Steadman
The first memoir of one of Britain’s most beloved performers. From her working-class Liverpool childhood to

becoming a national treasure, Alison Steadman’s journey is full of humour, daring, and determination.  Known for
unforgettable roles - Beverly in Abigail’s Party, Mrs Bennet in Pride and Prejudice, Betty in Fat Friends, Sue in
Here We Go, and Pamela in Gavin & Stacey - Alison pushed boundaries from the very start, embracing bold,
groundbreaking female characters and even tackling onstage nudity early in her career.  She shares stories of
marriage to Mike Leigh, her theatre and TV triumphs, and the behind-the-scenes magic of shows like Gavin &

Stacey, including her warm friendships with Ruth Jones and James Corden. Packed with colour photos, this memoir
celebrates a career that has charmed generations.  320 pages.

£25 NOW £6.50  SAVE £18.50!

Entertainment

97861 JUST
DIFFERENT: A Memoir
by Wayne Sleep
Wayne Sleep starts his
memoir in typically
flamboyant style, giving a
tea party for Princess Diana,
his near neighbour in
Kensington. Wayne
struggled to afford his well-
located flat and served the
Princess’s tea on a sheet of
glass supported by breeze
blocks. They were both
outsiders, she as a modern
girl in an ancient institution
and Wayne as a working

class boy in the iconic Royal Ballet, where he was the
shortest principal dancer. As the child of a single mother,
he was devastated at the age of eight to uproot from
Devon to Hartlepool to join his stepfather, who luckily
was willing to pay for Wayne’s dance classes. Often
overlooked at school, at the age of 12 he was awarded
a scholarship with the Royal Ballet, one of five males in
a class of 21. Here he started his professional career with
an opportunity to perform with the Bolshoi Ballet and the
great Vasiliev.
Little did he
realise that in
the future he
would share a
stage with
Nureyev,
whom he first
saw
rehearsing
Giselle with
Fonteyn in
1962 and who later made a pass at him. Wayne avoided
coming out as gay, though he joined the camp set and
was introduced to his first long-term partner by David
Hockney. Wayne’s lack of height was an anxiety but it
led to his big break in 1965 when he was asked to play
a diminutive Napoleon in Frederick Ashton’s Cinderella,
and with money in his pocket he became a natty
dresser. Pressures in the company were severe but
Wayne was determined to succeed and finally created
his signature role as Puck in A Midsummer Night’s
Dream, with Nureyev’s Nutcracker following. When he
started to move into light entertainment some classical
colleagues disapproved, but Wayne went on to star with
Judi Dench in Cats and is also pictured here with icons
such as Freddie Mercury, Elton John, Princess Margaret
and of course Princess Diana. 322p, colour and mono
photos from the author’s own collection, many with
astounding balletic leaps.  Remainder mark.
£25 NOW £8  SAVE £17!

98092 DIRTY BIRD
BLUES
by Clarence Major
A classic blues novel of
1950s America, here in
Penguin Classic 25th
anniversary edition.  Set in
Chicago and Omaha, the
novel features Manfred
Banks called ‘Man’, a young
harmonica-blowing blues
singer who creates colourful
and amazing music.
Painfully torn between his
friendship with fellow
musician Solly and his great

love for and a responsibility to his beautiful wife Cleo
and daughter Karina, while struggling with the
constraints of racist America, Man seeks relief in ‘Dirty
Bird’ whiskey.  He also relocates to Omaha with hopes
of better opportunities as a blue-collar worker and
singer, but the blues in his heart and mind keep
bringing him back to face himself.  After a nightmarish
descent into his own troubled depths of alcoholism,
Man emerges with fresh awareness of the possibility of
renewal.  He faces responsibilities to the rhythm and
rhyme of his lyrics that groove a hollow in his mind
and his family, and beneath both is the awful grinding
racism he meets daily on the streets which pluck
opportunity from his grasp.  One of the most influential

novels and an extraordinary portrayal of 20th century
Black reality, and also an ode to the richness and
power of blues music.  Remainder mark, 288 page
Penguin paperback.
£12.99 NOW £4

97850 CLEAN LIVING
UNDER DIFFICULT
CIRCUMSTANCES
by Eddie Piller
Sub-titled ‘A Life in Mod
from the Revival to
Acid Jazz’.  In this highly
readable memoir, the DJ
Eddie Piller celebrates his
lifelong fascination with all
things Mod, taking us through
his formative years to the
creation of the label Acid Jazz
and the whole concept
surrounding it. As a
schoolboy into punk, Piller

realised the cool kids wearing parkas and Hush Puppies
were new-style Mods, looking back to the sixties with its
mixture of classic heroes like Small Faces and The Who
alongside the seventies revival with The Jam and
Generation X. When Eddie’s suburb of Woodford became
the Mod capital of the east London fringe, Eddie was
soon the underage owner of an iconic Vespa scooter,
much to his dad’s initial disapproval, and when a big
new group Secret Affair launched the legendary Mods
Mondays in Canning Town, Eddie blagged for him and
his mates to be extras in their video. Later the gang
were flagged down in Leicester Square by a journalist
writing a feature for the Observer. Soon Purple Hearts
were the ultimate Mod band, releasing the anthemic
“Millions Like Us” and benefiting from Paul Weller’s
endorsement, while the movie Quadrophenia was
another milestone, based on Peter Townshend’s
conceptual rock opera. Eddie was into Mod fashion and
his dad took him to his personal tailor to get a bespoke
suit with the regulation three buttons and 15-inch
bottoms. During the fitting, he noticed his tailor’s
concentration camp tattoo, causing him to think seriously
about the War for the first time. As a DJ Eddie learned
to recognise where the vibe was travelling and think
four records ahead, going from strength to strength as a
DJ, fanzine founder, music publisher and creator of Acid
Jazz. He finally understood that Mod was a set of
soundbites and icons representing a culture that never
really existed, but it was also a way you lived your life.
By the age of 23 he had had three record labels,
managed three bands and owned 20 or so scooters.
446pp, playlist, retro ads and snazzy photos to take you
right back.  Remainder mark.
£25 NOW £6.50  SAVE £18.50!

97417 SHOW THAT
NEVER ENDS: The Rise
and Fall of Prog Rock
by David Weigel
Progressive rock was
epitomised by such classic
rock bands as Yes, Genesis,
Pink Floyd, Jethro Tull and
Emerson, Lake & Palmer,
along with successors such
as Rush, Marillion, Asia,
Styx, and the stagecraft
lampooned in the brilliant
spoof movie This is Spinal
Tap.  The book looks at the
music’s complexity,

experimentalism and creativity and  traces Prog’s
popularity from the massive success of Procol Harem’s
Whiter Shade of Pale and the Moody Blues’ Nights In
White Satin in 1967.  He reveals how the bestselling
epochal albums were made including The Dark Side of
the Moon, Thick as A Brick and Tubular Bells, and
explores the rise of new instruments such as the
synthesiser, melotron and famously the double-neck
guitar.  There are contributions by producers, impresarios
and technicians, the likes of Richard Branson, Brian Eno
and Bob Moog.  Along the way, he explains exactly how
it arose from psychedelia and heavy metal, why it
dominated the album charts, and what fuels its resurgent
popularity today. 346 pages, eight pages of action stage
and studio photos.
£20.99 NOW £6.50

97385 EVERYBODY’S
DOIN’ IT
by Dale Cockrell
Subtitled ‘Sex, Music and
Dancing In New York, 1840-
1917’, shake your booty
along with this energetic
book.  It is the eye-opening
story of popular music’s 70-
year rise in the brothels,
dance halls, and dives of
New York City.  The
Virginia Minstrels, Juba,
Stephen Foster, Irving
Berlin and his hit
“Alexander’s Ragtime Band,”
and the Original Dixieland

Jass Band all played a part in popularising startling new
sounds. Musicologist Dale Cockrell recreates this
ephemeral underground world by mining tabloids,
newspapers, court records of police busts, lurid exposés,
journals, and illuminates the how, why, and where of
America’s popular music and its buoyant journey from
the dangerous Five Points of downtown to the interracial
black and tans of Harlem. With an appendix on songs
identified by Committee Fourteen Agents 1913-1917.
270 pages, well illus.
£19.99 NOW £5 CONTINUED ON PAGE 22

MUSIC AND DANCE

“I enjoyed talking to Brad Pitt
about photography during
the filming of Spy Game.”

95461 MAJESTIC HOLLYWOOD: The
Greatest Films of 1939  by Mark Vieira
No year in Hollywood history before or since
matched the sheer concentration of cinematic
classics released in 1939, and this richly illustrated
volume celebrates them month by month. Covering 50
landmark films, from The Wizard of Oz and Mr. Smith
Goes to Washington, The Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn, Gunga Din, Wuthering Heights, Goodbye, Mr.
Chips, The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes, Babes in
Arms, and The Cat and the Canary to Gone With the
Wind, the book explores a year of extraordinary
storytelling, star power and studio ambition. Alongside
engaging commentary on each film’s cultural impact and
production, it features rare stills, posters, behind-the-
scenes photography and insights from the directors,
actors and cinematographers who shaped Hollywood’s
golden age. Packed with rarely seen images, behind-the-
scenes candid portraits, poster art and distinctive and
evocative photographs many very large and full page.
224 pages, 23.2 x 28cm.
£16.99 NOW £8.50
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97434 DA VINCI 2027 SLIMLINE
CALENDAR
by Red Robin Publishing Ltd
16 month slim wall calendar with holidays
and observances, religious dates and
astrology dates.  The genius that is
Leonardo da Vinci in a stunning artwork for
each month - Mona Lisa, The Virgin of the
Rocks, The Annunciation, The Virgin and
Child with Saint Anne, Baptism of Christ,
Ginevra de’ Benci, Lady with An Ermine,
The Last Supper, Saint John the Baptist,
Profile of a Young Fiancée, Salvator Mundi
and Madonna Litta - all breathtaking.  High
quality images each month come to life
with vivid colours and stunning details,
making this calendar a perfect centrepiece
for any room.  Each month of 2027 is
featured on a separate page, with a
beautiful masterpiece at the top and a day-
by-day breakdown below.  A very
convenient size 16 x 6" (410 x 150mm).
Perfect for art lovers without taking up too
much space.  All in stunning colour and wire
bound with built in hanging hook to make this calendar easy to hang.  It arrives in a

beautiful printed cardboard envelope, replicating front and back cover designs.
ONLY £8

97433 FUNNY CATS 2027
SLIMLINE CALENDAR
by Red Robin Publishing Ltd
16 month slim wall calendar with holidays
and observances, religious dates and
astrology dates.  Funny cats in very
funny poses - tongues poking out, wearing
rainbow cool shades, in a chef’s attire, a
very regal pose with red robe and ermine
trim, wearing a knitted sombrero hat (and
not looking at all impressed!), fast asleep
on a soft pillow wearing a knitted stripy
nightcap and even dressed as Santa
himself beside a Christmas tree - purrrrfect!
Each month of 2027 is featured on a
separate page, with a cute cat to bring a
smile at the top and a day-by-day
breakdown below.  A very convenient
size 16 x 6" (410 x 150mm).  Perfect for
cat lovers without taking up too much
space.  All in bright colours and wire bound
with built-in hanging hook to make this
calendar easy to hang.  It arrives in a
beautiful printed cardboard envelope, replicating front and back cover designs.
ONLY £8

97970 DINOSAUR
BALLPOINT PEN IN GIFT
BOX  by the Natural History
Museum, London
Upgrade your stationery with our
roar-some dino-design Natural
History Museum Pen in a Gift Box!
With a classy gold top, clip, centre strip and tip, a fabulous design of dinosaur
skeletons including flying ones of all shapes and sizes against varying shades of
brown leaves on a chestnut brown background.  A smooth writing experience,
enjoy easy writing with a comfortable grip and smooth-flowing black ink, the pen
is perfect for everyday use at home, work or school.  The easy twist-action nib is
a convenient retractable twist mechanism making the pen ideal for everyday
notetaking and journaling.  Presented in a charming matching gift box, this is ideal as a stocking filler, or back-to-
school stationery essential.  Boxed and ready to be an usual and tasteful gift.
ONLY £7.50

97854 DOG LOVER’S 500 PIECE JIGSAW
PUZZLE  by Ridley’s Games
Sharp images and vibrant colours made from thick,
high quality paper board with precise die-cutting, this
sturdy and reusable jigsaw puzzle comes in a rather
elegant circular cannister.  We counted 54 different
breeds and were delighted to see that in the top
lefthand corner was the greyhound!  Next to him is
the Shiba Inu described as bold and spirited? and for
each breed there is a very short description of their
traits.  The Border Collie, Papillon, Great Dane,
Cavalier King Charles Spaniel, Dalmatian, Border
Terrier, Old English Sheepdog, Dachshund,
Pembroke Welsh Corgi, Labradoodle, Parson Jack
Russell and more.  Pale blue background, colourful
images, the puzzle measures 35 x 50cm or 13.8 x
19.7" when finished after we have spent hours of

fun with man’s best friend.  You’d be barking mad to miss this bargain
quality product.
ONLY £8.50

97322 YOGA WITH YOUR
CAT: Purr-fect Poses for
You & Your Feline Friend
by Sam Hart, illus. by
Tetiana Svirska
Cats are natural-born yogis -
they know this - and when
you’re practising your poses, be
it downward dog, cobra, pigeon,
cow or crow, you’d better be
ready for your kitty to upstage
you. With charming illustrations
and easy-to-follow yoga poses,
this delightful guide will help
you perfect the “cat stretch” and
maybe even impress your
flexible feline friend.  The book
combines simple yoga pose
instructions with common and
Sanskrit names and witty
insight like where your cat can
rest his chin or climb your leg
while you stretch!  Colour
artwork, 96 pages.
£6.99 NOW £3

97846 BIBLIOPHILE CERAMIC BOOKENDS  by Jane Mount
Every literary lover will have read the classics depicted on these very stylish,
gold-foiled, heavyweight ceramic bookends.  Charming and colourful they
feature hand painted book covers of Pride and Prejudice, Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland, Moby Dick, Frankenstein, A Tale of Two Cities, Jane Eyre, and
Little Women, printed on durable, weighty ceramic white bookends of varying
heights, such as Jane Eyre and Moby Dick on their side, to add weight and
glamour. These are iconic

paintings by Jane Mount of book
stacks, a charming home decoration,

these practical accessories have a weighty
feel and non-skid pads.  The Pride and Prejudice has a
beautiful peacock feather design and on the underside of
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland and Through the Looking
Glass the words printed on the side of the bookend
Curiouser and Curiouser.  Tasteful, beautiful, highly
recommended to add literary charm to the home, desk or
bookcase.  Overall height 16.5cm and width 13.5cm and of
the second bookend height 14cm and width 9.5cm.
Carefully boxed in protective polystyrene.
£55 NOW £20

97959 HOUSE OF ELGIN UNISEX BLANKET
SCARF BLACK WATCH TARTAN
by House of Elgin
Stay warm with the Black Watch Tartan Blanket Scarf
which features the instantly recognisable and
distinctive pattern of dark green, navy blue, and black
colours. This tartan originated in the early 1700s and is
associated with the 42nd Royal Highland Regiment,
known as the Black Watch. This unisex House of Elgin
blanket scarf is a blend of sophisticated comfort and
style. The carefully balanced colours and intersecting
stripes create a versatile and elegant look that

complements both casual and formal outfits season after season, whether layered
over a winter coat or styled as a shawl.  Wrap it around your neck, drape it over
your shoulders, your knees, or use it as a shawl for added warmth. The oversized
dimensions make it perfect for chilly outdoor activities, commuting, travel, or cozy
indoor layering, combining practical warmth with refined, heritage-inspired style
suitable for men and women alike. Woven from premium soft-touch material with a
brushed finish, the scarf feels gentle against the skin while and finished with
carefully crafted fringed edges.  A thoughtful and versatile gift for birthdays,
Christmas, anniversaries, or special occasions.  Measures 225cm plus long fringing x
39cm.
ONLY £20

98111 ARAN POM POM HAT & CABLE
BUTTON WRAP SCARF SET: CREAM
by Aran & Co
Embrace the chill in style with the elegant Aran Pom Pom Hat and cozy Aran
Ladies Scarf from the Heritage Collection.  A luxury cream Aran cable hat with
matching faux fur pom pom and turn-up wide rib edge with a pale tan small
leather logo hand stitched on the front hem rib.  Crafted to keep you warm while
elevating your winter wardrobe, this stunning knit beanie perfectly blends
traditional craftsmanship with a fun, modern twist.  26cm top of pom pom to
headband.  A luxury cream cable knit scarf with a traditional Aran multi cable
design in a wrap-around tie style with three wooden button fastening detail to
adjust fit and secure in place and a pale tan small leather logo hand stitched along
the bottom edge. Crafted to keep you snug while elevating your winter
wardrobe, this stunning knit accessory perfectly blends traditional craftsmanship
with a versatile, modern design.  45cm top to tip when tied. Real luxury items
and a wonderful gift idea, a perfect set.  Limited stock, please hurry your order to
avoid disappointment.  Set of Aran Pom Pom Hat and Aran Cable Knit Scarf.
ONLY £47.50

As modelled by our
Annie & Lottie!

SEE ALSO WILLIAM MORRIS 2027 WEEKLY ORGANISER
CALENDAR ON PAGE 40

97880 OPULENCE SET
OF 12 BLANK
NOTECARDS AND
ENVELOPES
by The Gifted
Stationery Company
Three each of four designs
in a chinoiserie-style
botanical scene featuring a peacock, white heron and
small birds on a very dark background with beautiful
botanical flowers.  The wallet has gilded decoration
and there are 12 white envelopes.  Cards measure
approximately 12.6 x 17.6cm with plenty of space for

writing thank you notes, greetings etc. A rather classy
set of stationery to keep to hand or to gift.

ONLY £6.2597204
KITTENS
by Ella
Earle
When you
invite a
kitten into
your home,
you bring
indoors something
slightly wild, often
unpredictable and
always entertaining.
A cat’s eyes are
windows enabling us to see
into another world, and a critical
kitten always melts your heart.  This is a
very special gallery of tabbies and greys and Siamese
and gingers, little kittens with attitude, many sleepy,
some lying on their backs, and always with their
beautiful eyes to the camera in this beautiful selection
of photographs coupled with sayings and quotes from
proverbs and famous writers. Colour photos. Small
hardback.
£6.99 NOW £3.50

97357 3D STRING & NAIL ART CRAFT KIT:
Family Craft Time
by Kid Made Modern
Remember these from the 1970s? Wall art with wool
around nails like a kaleidoscope?  Unleash your
creativity with this engaging Create Fun 3D String &
Nail Art Kit with everything needed to begin to make
unique and eye-catching string art on wood.  Ideal for
hobbyists, craft enthusiasts, and anyone looking for a
fun and rewarding creative project it’s a fun and
accessible introduction to string art and creates
impressive 3D artwork for your home. Set includes 3
wooden base panels, 3 sheets of white paper, 400
sturdy brass coloured nails, 3 sawtooth hangers (picture
hooks) with screws and 8 strands of coloured string in
reds, blues, yellow, green, purple and black, 3 printed
templates - a dinosaur, a rainbow with clouds and a
unicorn.  Full instructions.  Suitable for a range of skill
levels, ages 6 to adult and to work together and hang
on your wall.  Heavy boxed set 30.2 x 5.1 x 22cm.
ONLY £10

97429 CLASSIC FAIRY TALES
by Charles Perrault, illustrated by

Harry Clarke
First published in 1697, Charles Perrault’s
charming collection, Histoires ou Contes du Temps

Passé, is the reason the world fell in love with fairy
tales, and these fantastical stories have delighted readers
ever since, from the legendary romances of Cinderella
(or ‘Cinderilla’ as Perrault called her) and the Sleeping

Beauty to amusing fables such as ‘Puss in Boots’ (or the
Master Cat), ‘Little Thumb’, ‘Little Red Riding Hood’,

‘Blue Beard’, ‘Donkey Skin’ and ‘The Ridiculous Wishes’.
The inclusion of the wonderful Beardsley-style silhouette

woodcuts and coloured Rackham-style whimsical
illustrations of the great Irish artist Harry Clarke give

Perrault’s work an added air of mystery and magic that
will entrance readers of all ages.  This beautiful hardback
anthology is luxuriously presented with Harry Clarke’s

iconic, full-colour illustrations and gold gilded page edges,
gold foil stamped cover and floral design endpapers. 160

ivory, almost sepia (deliberately) pages, 19 x 25cm.
New, full price direct from the publisher.

ONLY £20 MORE ON PAGE 22
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97844 DISNEY TIM BURTON’S THE NIGHTMARE
BEFORE CHRISTMAS: ART OF COLOURING:

Revised Edition  by Disney Enterprises
Featuring a new cover with the Day of the Dead style Tim

Burton, familiar characters and re-inked 100 images, this
second edition of the top-selling colouring book is filled with
100 macabre, quirky scenes inspired by Halloween Town.

Here are the beloved characters like Jack Skelington, Sally,
Zero and more and the easy lay-flat paperback format allows

for hours of scary if ultimately relaxing colouring in fun.
Every page is different and there are skulls and ghouls and
gravestones and more than a touch of Christmas, but this

isn’t necessarily only for Christmas holiday fun.  19 x 27.5cm
softback, small remainder mark.

£16.99 NOW £8

95692 OLD
CHRISTMAS
by Washington Irving
‘Christmas Eve’, ‘Christmas
Day’ and ‘The Christmas
Dinner’ recount Irving’s
memories at Aston Hall,
including the sumptuous
banquet and joyful family
time of the Christmas dinner.
This elegant gift edition brings
together Washington Irving’s
five Christmas stories in a
single volume, presented with
a delightful gold-embossed
cover design, gilded page
edges and original illustrations.
Originally published in 1819-
20 and illustrated by Randolph

Caldecott, the five stories in Old Christmas describe
English traditions of Christmas and recount the festivities
that Irving experienced while visiting Aston Hall, (here
known as ‘Bracebridge Hall’), a Jacobean mansion near
Birmingham. 208 pages, 10.5 x 16.5cm. Full price.
ONLY £8.99

The Christmas Shop now Open!

98031 SANTA’S CHRISTMAS DELIVERY: 1000 Piece
Classic Jigsaw  by Mindbogglers
Featuring a festive winter scene with a jolly red-cheeked Santa Claus
in full red suit trimmed with soft white fur, and a bulging sack of toys
checking his list on a snow-covered rooftop beside the chimney.  With
rich reds, snowy whites, and warm golds, giving the puzzle a classic
Christmas-card atmosphere.  There are reindeer and squirrels helping,
a little child peeps from the attic window under the icy gable of his
house, there are warm lights in the neighbouring houses, squirrels
looking down from the trees and a large Christmas tree by the village
pond.  Can you find all 12 squirrels hidden in the jigsaw? It’s
Christmas Eve and the village is fast asleep when suddenly there’s a

loud thump up on the rooftop.  Santa’s arrived and he has gifts to deliver! Here is the perfect puzzle to get you in
the festive spirit, whether you piece it together by yourself or with friends and family, it’s a jolly good way to
celebrate the most wonderful time of the year.  Jigsaw size: 690 x 546mm (27 x 21.5").  Boxed, 22 x 35 x 45cm.
ONLY £8

97925 HARVEY SLUMFENBURGER’S CHRISTMAS PRESENT
by John Burningham
The 30th anniversary edition of a witty Christmas classic from one of the
world’s finest children’s book makers and this is one of his most popular sets
of colour pencil illustrations.  It’s Christmas Eve and there is one present left
in Father Christmas’s sack.  It’s for a small boy called Harvey Slumfenburger,
who lives far, far away on top of the Roly Poly Mountain.  But no journey is
too far for Father Christmas!  Father Christmas sets out on an adventurous
trek, by plane, jeep, moped and more, to ensure Harvey gets his present in
time for Christmas.  John Burningham’s timeless Christmas classic is all about
kindness and sharing the spirit of Christmas, as relevant today as it was when
it was first published. Ages 3-7, 48 page paperback.
£7.99 NOW £4.50

97971 SNOWMAN WINDOW STICKERS:
25 Reusable Stickers  by Stickerscape
Three sheets featuring the magical Snowman
wearing a green hat and scarf with coal for his
eyes and buttons and a tangerine for his nose,
James in his pyjamas, dressing gown and house
slippers, a mixture of shapes and sizes of
snowflakes, a decorated Christmas tree, a
pheasant, a very cute fox with huge fluffy tail and
an owl to complete the festive scene. Spend
Christmas with everyone’s favourite Snowman!  A
nostalgic Christmas A5 Window Sticker Pack
featuring The Snowman and James, here’s a quick
and easy way to decorate your windows for

Christmas.  Pack includes 25 themed stickers.  Simply peel and stick, with guaranteed easy and bubble-free
application every time and viewable from both sides of the glass, recommended to apply to the inside to keep
them clean and protected from the winter weather!  They are repositionable and reusable year after year.
ONLY £6.25

96646
CAT
FAMILY CHRISTMAS:
Lift-The-Flap Puzzle
by Lucy Brownridge
Infused with the warm nostalgia of
a traditional Victorian advent
calendar, the jigsaw puzzle image
shows the adorable Cat Family of
mother, father and four kittens
dressing the Christmas tree with the
youngest kitten peeping inside a gift
box where there are three mice!
Designed for children ages 4-7, this
is actually very collectable for adult

collectors of children’s books and lift-the-flap aficionados.  The sturdy gift
box contains a 76 piece puzzle with 64 regular jigsaw pieces and 12
shaped lift-the-flap pieces, measuring 33cm square when finished.  Once the jigsaw is finished, lift the 12 flaps to
reveal sweet holiday scenes and count down the number of days to go until Christmas in this advent calendar with a
difference.  There is also a 28 page enchantingly illustrated booklet as the Cat Family is decorating their home, baking
treats, writing letters to Santa, making a Christmas cake and gingerbread, meeting Granny and Grandpa Cat off the
train, digging up potatoes, parsnips and onions from the garden with daddy, putting out extra sweet hay and special
treats for the horses in the stable, going down to the post office and getting ready for lots of Christmas fun.  Make
your family of feline friends one of your firm favourites every yuletide or buy as a gift for your cat-loving friends.  A
truly whimsical book with Liberty print-style pick and mix patterns and William Morris-inspired friezes.
£14.99 NOW £7.50

96630 STAR WARS:
A Vader Family
Sithmas
by Jeffrey Brown
Whether it’s trimming the
tree with Yoda or using
the Force for a snowball
fight, baking a gingerbread
Death Star or sledding
with Han Solo, this book
is full of the spirit of
Christmas.  Everyone in
the family will laugh along with the trials of running a galactic empire and making
the season bright for the family.  Sithmas is here and the Vader family - little Luke,

Leia and the Dark Lord of the Sith - are busy hanging their stockings, building stormtrooper snowmen and listening
for Santa’s taun-tauns on the roof. A sweetly funny seasonal celebration, 64 pages all with Disney cartoons in
glorious colour. 17cm square.
£10.99 NOW £6.25

97801 NATIVITY: A
Christmas Pop-Up Display
by Matthew Reinhart and
Kaly Quarles
A masterful design from the
great paper engineer Matthew
Reinhart, this three-
dimensional pop-up nativity
scene is the perfect way to
decorate your home during the
Christmas season. Easy to
display and store, there is no
set up involved.  Simply fold
back the book and it is ready

to display on a tabletop or mantlepiece.  Fold out the lyrics to Silent Night and admire the touching details in the
illustrations of the Three Wise Men and their camel looking peaceful and at rest, two angels atop the whole scene
with a large golden star, Mary and Joseph and the baby Jesus in his little crib, a shepherdess outside and some
houses, a sleeping cow and a starry background.  Colour, 24 x 20cm.
£21 NOW £9

96620 OH SO
MERRY! 130
PIECE MINI
PUZZLE
by Kathryn
Selbert
A 6 x 8¼” delightful
mini jigsaw puzzle
depicting a cheeky
black cat with a red
bow on its tail and
blue and yellow
eyes and long
whiskers inside a
colourful green
Christmas wreath
with colourful

baubles and the words OH SO MERRY at the top.
Ages 12+ for all cat lovers, a purrfect gift.  90%
recycled paper and nontoxic ink used.
ONLY £4

91461 FIRST NOEL:
A Christmas Pop-Up
by Jan Pienkowski
Rare and collectable magical
Christmas book telling the
story of the Nativity through
five exquisite pop-up scenes.
Jan Pienkowski sadly died in
2022 and was a renowned
silhouette artist.  Here the
paper engineering is on
white card revealing a red
background, the cutaway
characters of the angel,
Joseph and Mary on their
way to Bethlehem and the
Three Wise Men told in five
double page exquisitely

produced pages with golden borders.
£7.99 NOW £4

96579 BOY CALLED CHRISTMAS
by Matt Haig
‘A glorious mix of fairytale, folklore and fun’ and ‘Matt
Haig puts the Happy back into Christmas’.  Made into
a film in 2021, this book features the enchanting
illustrations of Chris Mould, some full page, others with
text wrapped around in this perfect Christmas gift
edition.  ‘You are about to read the true story of Father
Christmas. Yes. Father Christmas. You may wonder
how I know the true story of Father Christmas, and I
will tell you that you shouldn’t really question such
things.  Not right at the start of a book. It’s rude, for
one thing...’  Ages 7-10 years, 280pp, paperback.
£7.99 NOW £4.50

95047 CLASSIC CHRISTMAS ALBUM CD
by Barbra Streisand
Pictured in full skiing gear here are original recordings
produced by Barbra Streisand in this compilation of 15
tracks beginning with Jingle Bells, I’ll Be Home for
Christmas, Silent Night, Ave Maria, Snowbound, and
The Lord’s Prayer among them.  Bargain price CD to
get you in the festive mood for Christmas.
ONLY £8
95745 CHRISTMAS BOOK
by Sam Bilton and Phaidon Press
Christmas is a joyous religious and cultural occasion
observed by billions of people around the world.  Key
themes covered include advent and the nativity; the
Christmas tree and holiday decorations; gift giving and
carol singing; classic Christmas films; and festive music.
This extraordinary book showcases a broad spectrum of
global festive traditions from many different cultures,
and more than 200 rich and evocative images,
paintings, books, prints, sculptures, textiles, ceramics,
and photography such as of wooden Nutcracker men or
Wham’s Last Christmas single cover, an electric
decorated house or a Guinness advert or book
illustrations. Artists include Sandro Botticelli, Grandma
Moses, Beatrix Potter, Norman Rockwell, Andy
Warhol, and many more.  With printed linen case,
embossed. Ouzing gorgeous colour illus and photos,
240 pages, 24 x 3 x 28cm.
£34.95 NOW £28
92344 DO-AHEAD CHRISTMAS: Stress
Free Cooking For the Festive Season
by James Ramsden
The food and cookery writer for Ramsden’s light-
hearted and enticing style covers practical staged
cooking, batching and organising of drinks, party bites,
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, time plans, side
dishes, cakes and other treats, leftovers and edible
presents. Champagne Truffles and Pickled Pears are
among the gifts, and to jangle your tastebuds are
Goose-Fat Fried Christmas Cake with Stilton,
Rumbledethumps, and in desserts Marmalade and
Ginger Cake, Bourbon and Maple Mince Pies. Plus
delicious gravies, Horseradish and Roast Garlic Cream,
and there is Roast Turkey Crown with Confit Legs. 100
colour photos, 200 pages.
£16.99 NOW £8.50

SEE OUR SET OF THREE COLLECTABLE
CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS ON PAGE 4094898 HOME ALONE: The Official

AAAAAAdvent Calendar
by Insight Editions
A very special pop-up Christmas countdown! Play
some harmless fun pranks at Christmas with the book

tucked inside which teaches
fun and safe Home Alone
inspired pranks to play on

family and
friends.  Begins
with a huge
colourful 13" pop
up tree across
the double page
spread with
scenes from the
famous festive
film.  Behind
each of the 24
doors is a special
keepsake which

can be used to decorate the tree and other memorable
moments from the film in this very playful centrepiece
for the entire month of December, complete with tree
topper and guaranteed to bring smiles. Colour,
approximately 13" square. Last few copies - hurry your
order to avoid disappoinment!
$39.99 NOW £11
95328 GREEN CHRISTMAS: Little Changes
That Bring Joy and Help the Planet
by Eilidh Gallagher
A treasure trove for low-waste Christmas parties,
festive outfits and sustainable fun. Advent calendars
can be re-used rather than thrown away, or you could
make your own with brown envelopes and numbers.
Create your own Christmas cards,or buy them from a
company that plants a tree for every card sold.
Choosing gifts takes time, and if you get something the
person really appreciates it needn’t cost a lot of
money. If you haven’t got space for a tree or want an
eco-alternative, try getting a birch or other evergreen
branch and fixing it upright in a pot, decorating it the
usual way. When it comes to eating and drinking, there
are recipes here for Hedgerow Sloe Gin and Boxing
Day Bubble and Squeak. 200pp, colour decoration.
£10.99 NOW £5
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95943 STORY OF THE FACE: The
Magazine that Changed Culture
by Paul Gorman
When the music journalist Nick Logan moved
on from New Musical Express and Smash Hits to
launch a new monthly magazine The Face, he was
making a cultural statement. Funding the first issue
himself in an era of global uncertainty, Logan decided
to give photography a major element and very few
ads. The first issue majored on The Clash, with a
cover photo of Specials frontman Jerry Dammers
emerging from a dim basement and included a feature
by Ian Dury on Elvis Presley.  Julie Burchill was on
board from the beginning.  Bowie became a regular
cover face and others would feature Boy George, Bob
Marley, Bjork, Kate Moss, Robbie Williams, Christian
Slater and other influencers. Britpop was a game-
changer in the mid-90s, and the magazine weathered
the notorious Jason Donovan lawsuit. The prestigious
Mark Boxer award revived their fortunes, but by the
end of the 90s Logan was looking to bail out. 24 x
30cm, 352pp, softback, colour.
$50 NOW £10

97389 FREAKS OUT!
Weirdos, Misfits and
Deviants  by Luke Haines
Subtitled ‘The Rise and Fall of
Righteous Rock ‘n’ Roll’,
chapters include how Elvis’s
quiff knocked out Johnnie Ray,
the psychedelic dawn of Hank
B Marvin and the Shadows,
how the Beatles ruined
everything for everyone
forever, Mad Bob from
Margate, psychedelic Morris
Men, and more. The book
refers to all pop music created

from the 1950s onwards, and it is very funny.  In this
ultimate celebration of freakdom, Haines tells the story
of pivotal freaks - including Johnnie Ray, Gene
Vincent, Hank Marvin, Syd Barrett, the Incredible
String Band and Big Youth - through the prism of rock
‘n’ roll and explains how freaks infiltrated wider culture
through history in the form of the Cathars, the Ranters,
Hells Angels and the Yippies.  Part memoir, part
manifesto. 303 pages.
£22 NOW £6.50   SAVE £15.50!

97518 ALFRED WERTHEIMER ELVIS AND THE BIRTH OF
ROCK AND ROLL  by Alfred Wertheimer
“Elvis who?” was photographer Alfred Wertheimer’s response when, in early 1956,
RCA Victor asked him to photograph an up-and-coming crooner from Memphis.  Little
did Wertheimer know that this would be the job of his life: just 21 years old, Elvis
Presley was, as we now know, about to become a legend.  A fly on the wall in
Presley’s presence, Wertheimer took nearly 3,000 photographs of Elvis that year.
Extraordinary in its
intimacy and scope,
Wertheimer’s Elvis project
immortalised a young man
in the very process of
making history.  With his
immaculate quiff and
beautiful face and slim
body, well dressed, Elvis is
captured in quality photos
of him resting in a diner, on
a long train ride between
engagement, in the
recording studio giving
every song his all, greeting
a young fan outside a
theatre with a warm,
heartbreaking smile, eyes
smouldering into the camera with what looks like eyeliner rimming his expressive
eyes, strutting on stage with his guitar and band, buying a new shirt, browsing
magazines and more. This special new publication also includes a selection of his
historic 1958 pictures of the star being shipped off to an army base in Germany.  Each
chapter is illustrated with a poster by Hatch Show Print, one of the oldest letterpress

print shops in America, which created many early Elvis posters in the 1950s.  Packed with some colour and mostly
quality mono photos. 14 x 20cm, 192 pages.  New from Taschen.
ONLY £18  BACK IN STOCK

The King of Rock ’n’ Roll is born
Wertheimer’s candid close-ups of young Elvis

97300 DAVE BRUBECK: A Life In Time
by Philip Clark
A major investigative biography of jazz legend Dave
Brubeck, best known for “Take Five”.  Built around a
long, candid interview with Brubeck himself, it explores
his career from the groundbreaking “classic quartet” era
to his collaborations and encounters with figures such
as Duke Ellington, Louis Armstrong, Charlie Parker and
Miles Davis. Woven throughout are cameo
appearances from a host of unlikely figures from Sting,
Ray Manzarek of The Doors, and Keith Emerson,
Dizzy Gillespie, Count Basie, to John Cage, Leonard
Bernstein, Harry Partch, and Edgard Varèse. It also
examines the complexities of his legacy-balancing his
mainstream popularity with his musical innovation -
and traces the creation and impact of his most famous
works, particularly his collaboration with saxophonist
Paul Desmond. 445 pages, with illus.
£22.99 NOW £6   SAVE £16.99!

96369
FLEETWOOD
MAC
EVERYWHERE
by Mike Evans
Charts the full trajectory of
one of rock’s most enduring
and iconic bands. Emerging
from John Mayall’s
Bluesbreakers in the late
1960s, Peter Green, Mick
Fleetwood, and John McVie
formed Fleetwood Mac,
scoring early UK success

with their debut album and the instrumental hit
Albatross.  The addition of Lindsey Buckingham and
Stevie Nicks propelled the band to superstardom, with
Fleetwood Mac (1975) and the landmark Rumours
(1977) cementing their place in rock history. Known as
much for their music as for their legendary rock-star
excesses, Fleetwood Mac maintained prominence
through later releases like Tango in the Night (1987) and
celebrated reunions in 2018.  This comprehensive
compendium offers a song-by-song account of their
career, featuring hundreds of rare and iconic colour
photos, many previously unseen, across large,
glamorous pages. 18 × 15cm.
£30 NOW £4.75  SAVE £25.25!

97609 BEATLES: SGT. PEPPER’S LONELY HEARTS CLUB BAND
JOURNAL: Replica Vinyl Record and Notebook  by The Beatles
This 193 page durable hardback lined notebook comes with a non-playable

decorative replica 33-rpm vinyl reissue of the Beatles’ iconic 1967 album Sgt.
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club tucked inside the record sleeve of the journal with

its original Parlaphone label art and song list for display. On side 1, the title
song is followed by McCartney’s catchy “With a little help from my friends”,
featuring Ringo on lead vocals, and the glorious psychedelic outburst that is

Lennon’s “Lucy in the sky with diamonds”. Also on this side, the plaintive “She’s
leaving home” and Lennon on top enigmatic form with “For the benefit of Mr Kite”.

Then on side 2, more classic tracks including “When I’m sixty-four”, “Lovely Rita” and “A
Day in the Life”, among other timeless creations. 20cm square lined notebook to record lists of

your own album or CD collection. Unmissable.
£16.99 NOW £8  BACK IN STOCK

97641 WALT DISNEY TREASURES: Personal Art and
Artifacts  by Walter E. D. Miller and the Walt Disney
Museum staff
“You know I’ve always had a feeling that any time you can
experiment or do anything you ought to do it. Because you never
know what will happen.” Full of historic gems and sumptuously
illustrated, this big book is a tribute to the man behind Bambi,
Mickey Mouse and whichever lovable Disney character takes you
back to childhood. Disney came from humble beginnings, and the
book starts with his grandparents’ marriage in Florida, 1888, after
which they moved to Chicago. Teenage Walt is pictured in his
elder brother Roy’s Navy uniform and the two would later go into
partnership to found the Disney company. Portraits of their
daughters Diane and Sharon were later drawn by celebrated artist

Norman Rockwell. The creativity of the Disney studios is represented by numerous cartoons for animation and
merchandise such as Steamboat Willie, Mickey and Minnie dolls, shelves full of ink and paints, a studio scrapbook
showing artists inking the cartoons, a process lab notebook from the camera department, an optical printer before
digital technology, and also personal objects like Walt’s cowboy boots and his downhill skis. Divided into concepts such
as Heart, the book showcases a multifaceted legacy. 230pp, superb colour photos.
£40 NOW £15  SAVE £25!

97660 TUTANKHAMUN’S TRUMPET: Ancient Egypt in 100 Objects
from the Boy King’s Tomb  by Toby Wilkinson
More than 5,000 treasures. One extraordinary tomb. When archaeologists finally
discovered Tutankhamun’s tomb in 1922, after 15 years of searching, they opened a
time capsule of Ancient Egypt, from dazzling royal treasures to the ordinary objects of
everyday life. The famous gold mask may steal the spotlight, but renowned
Egyptologist Toby Wilkinson explores 100 lesser-known objects that reveal the
remarkable world behind it. A gold-decorated chariot showcases Egyptian technology,
while bread, fruit and wine reveal the abundance of the Nile. Ebony, ivory and Libyan
desert glass illuminate Egypt’s far-reaching trade networks, while shaving equipment
and board games offer intimate glimpses of daily life.  Among the treasures are a silver
trumpet, golden throne, falcon pectoral, ostrich-feather fan, black resin scarab and a
painted box depicting Tutankhamun as a sphinx. With 46 illustrations in the text and 31
stunning colour plates from Cairo and Giza collections, the objects are presented
dramatically against black paper.  With maps and a timeline. 476pp. Remainder mark.
$37.50 NOW £7

97436 CLASSIC EIGHT IN ONE GAMES COMPENDIUM
by Ridley’s Games Room
Have a classic games night in!  Disconnect those devices! The smart
box set includes quality pieces for playing Backgammon, Chinese
Checkers, Dominoes, Checkers, Ludo, Pick-Up Sticks with coloured
ends and a deck of Playing Cards.  Ideal for Parties and Family
Games Night, test your strategy, skill and luck. All soft green and
blue-tones coloured pieces and contents are stored in a durable
geometric patterned stylish blue and green box that measures 27cm
square to keep them safe, together and free from damage.
Instruction leaflet included.  A companion to LUDO code 97440.
Great value and quality.
£29.95 NOW £9

97430 COMPLETE WORKS OF WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
by William Shakespeare
A MONUMENTAL tome, a deluxe hardback edition of William
Shakespeare’s complete poetry and plays, stunningly presented with ornate
cover foil lettering on the cover, gold gilded page edges, ivory quality
paper, and red satin pagemarker.  Including the Bard’s deeply moving sonnets, as
well as his Comedies, Tragedies and Histories, The Complete Works of Shakespeare
celebrates the playwright and poet who has remained at the forefront of English
literature for more than four centuries.  From the tragic Romeo and Juliet to the
historical Richard III and comedic The Taming of the Shrew, seeped in magic and
romance, and featuring great courage in the face of danger and deception, the plays
and poetry in this charming tome will imbue a sense of wonder as readers embark
on a monumental Shakespearean adventure. Traditional arrangement by The
Comedies beginning with The Tempest and The Two Gentlemen of Verona, The
Histories with The Life and Death of King John, and The Tragedies with Coriolanus,
Macbeth, King Lear, Antony and Cleopatra, and all our favourites to pore over to
our heart’s content. Ends with Poetry, Sonnets (one of which is a newly discovered

version and is included) and Epitaphs, and His Life and Times.  Beautiful woodcut illustrations , two-column layout
of the texts in full, very sturdy binding which folds open flat.  Imitation cloth, heavyweight 1200 pages.  23.5 x 8.4
x 29.3cm. New, full price direct from the publisher.
ONLY £60
97444 LEGENDS OF KING ARTHUR: A Quest Card Game by Tony Johns and Natalie Rigby
Who will claim the power, fame and glory? Gather colourful cards, complete legendary quests, score points and outwit
your rivals in this fun, easy-to-learn Arthurian card game.  Set off in search of the Holy Grail, collect deeds of honour,
swords, castles and love tokens, and build the story of your chosen quest. Go for the ultimate Grail quest and score
big in one move or combine smaller quests to build your points. But watch your opponents - hidden talents, secret
identities, sword fights and kidnappings can quickly turn the tables!  A detailed booklet introduces the legends and
characters of King Arthur as you play, adding extra fun to this screen-free game of strategy, luck and cunning.  30
minutes. 2-4 players, ages 8+. 9.86 x 11.6cm. Beautifully illustrated colour cards, boxed.
£12.99 NOW £6.25

97012 WONDERFUL WIZARD OF OZ
and THE ADVENTURES OF PINOCCHIO
by L. Frank Baum and Carlo Collodi
A spectacular two-volume slipcased deluxe
edition presenting The Wonderful Wizard of Oz
by The Wonderful Wizard of Oz alongside
Carlo Collodi’s The Adventures of Pinocchio,
both reimagined with stunning four-colour
artwork and intricate 3D paper engineering by
the award-winning MinaLima studio.  When a

tornado carries Dorothy and Toto from Kansas to the magical Land of Oz, she sets off
along the Yellow Brick Road toward the Emerald City, joined by the Scarecrow, Tin
Man and Cowardly Lion on a perilous and unforgettable journey home. In Pinocchio’s
tale, a wooden puppet encounters tricksters, temptations and wonders as he searches
for what it means to become real.  First published 1883 and now reimagined with
beautiful four-colour artwork and nine 3-D interactive features, 242 and 284 pages
respectively, these hardbacks are masterpieces of paper engineering for collectors of
all ages. Packed with pop-up scenes and fold-out maps to imaginative visual surprises.
£60 NOW £17.50  SAVE £42.50!

SOMETHING FOR ALL THE FAMILY

97547 TOTE BAG
WILLIAM MORRIS:
WILLOW & ROSE
by The Gifted Stationery
Company
William Morris beautifully
designed tote bag in pale blue
and white and green, perfect
for carrying all your books and
other essentials on the go or
just stuffing with carrier bags
to re-use! Featuring sturdy
handles and a useful large blue
canvas inner pocket with zip
for storing travel cards and
keys in safety, these spacious
totes are very stylish, robust
and washable.  Nice long pale
blue carry handle easily fits
over the shoulder. 350mm x
420mm x a nice wide base
140mm.
ONLY £14

97575 PEANUTS
BOX SET: The Classic
Peanuts Collection
by Charles Schulz
Including three art cards,
in lovely, decorated
sturdy slipcase are three
classic Peanuts comic strip
books - Peanuts, More
Peanuts and Good Ol’
Charlie Brown, each 128
pages of daily and
Sunday newspaper comic
strips plus three art cards
featuring the cover art
from the individual books.
Play again with your
favourite characters

Charlie Brown, Snoopy, Lucy, Linus, Pig-Pen and
Schroeder and join them as they navigate their way
through school, first crushes, the complexities of baseball
and the world of the forever unseen grown-ups and their
crazy rules.  Plus a rare opportunity to see what Pig-Pen
looks like clean! Reprints some of the best classic strips
from 1950 to 1957.
£17.99 NOW £12  BACK IN STOCK

MORE NEW TOTE
BAGS ON PAGE 40

MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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97390 FROM MOHAIR SUITS TO KINKY

BOOTS  by Geoff Deane
Now comes Geoff Deane’s latest act as a quite brilliant
and witty raconteur in his hilarious memoir. He was the

singer in a much-loved cult punk band the Leyton
Buzzards, a floppy-haired pop star in Modern Romance,

a songwriter, and record producer.  He wrote a gay
anthem for John Waters’ drag queen muse Divine,
worked as journalist and restaurant critic for style

magazines The Face and Arena, before becoming a
successful writer and producer of TV comedy.  And
then he wrote a couple of films, one of which, Kinky

Boots, became a Tony Award-winning Broadway
stage show.  This is the tale of life lived large as a
clothes-obsessed Jewish suedehead, hanging out in

Tottenham dancehalls, via straight Bowie Boy
frequenting London’s gay clubs, gender confusion in

Manhattan’s Studio 54, and on to huge career success
as a screenwriter. With a cast ranging from local
oddballs to international celebrities. 264 pages.

£16.99 NOW £4.50
96359 BROTHERS  by Alex Van Halen
The first authentic account from rock legend Alex Van,
offering a close-up look at the Van Halen brothers and
the band’s early years.  Alex recounts his childhood, first
in the Netherlands and later in working-class Pasadena,
California, with an itinerant musician father and an
Indonesian-born mother. He shares stories of musical
rivalries, band politics, bad-boy antics, and the deep
bond of brotherhood that shaped their lives.  The
memoir explores Eddie Van Halen’s genius and
revolutionary approach to the electric guitar, while
reflecting on the immigrant experience in America, with
all its intersections of race and class. Spanning the years
up to 1984 told with warmth, humour, and rock-filled
anecdotes. 230 pages, colour photos.
£22 NOW £2  SAVE £20!

98058 1944-45: The
Freedom Road
by Richard Collier
Sub-titled ‘The
Captivating Story of
the Years that Ended
the War’.  The end is in
sight but the fight is long:
the epic and terrifying
conclusion to the greatest
conflict in history.  Going
into 1944, the Allies knew
the tide was turning in their
favour.  But they still faced
a monumental task to get
to victory.  From the
beaches of Normandy on

D-Day to those of the Pacific stormed by American
marines, from the air drops at Arnhem and the Battle
of the Bulge to the final dropping of the atomic bomb
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, from the sacking of Berlin
to the delicate peace that followed, this is a gripping
and impeccably researched account of two years that
forever changed the world.  Filled with both the grand
sweep of history, and small, unforgettable details and
stories of ordinary soldiers, this is military writing of the
very highest calibre.  A companion to Ten Thousand
Eyes (code 98073).  For fans of Saul David. 369 page
paperback.
£12.99 NOW £6

98073 TEN
THOUSAND EYES
by Richard Collier
Sub-titled ‘The
Incredible Story of
the Spies Who Helped
Make D-Day Happen’.
Days after France fell in
June 1940, Charles de
Gaulle appointed Andr
Dewavrin to create, from
scratch, the Free French
Intelligence Service.
Recruiting agents among
the sailors, farmers,
painters, housewives and
children of Occupied

France, he managed cells of spies across the country
and focused their attention on one goal: preparing for
the Allied invasion of France, even at the risk of
torture and death.  Hitler’s fortifications along the
European coastline known as the Atlantic Wall were
their target.  Gun battery locations, troop movements,
and more.  All this information was funnelled back to
the Allies by a network of brave individuals, creating a
living map that became essential to the planning of D-
Day, and the selection of Normandy as the invasion
point.  Using a wealth of material both published and
unpublished, including interviews with Dewavrin and
de Gaulle himself, Collier has produced an authentic
record of one of the most remarkable episodes of the
Second World War; a human story of a group of
ordinary people whose faith paved the way for
Eisenhower’s great sweep across Europe.  Perfect for
readers of  Ben McIntyre, Damian Lewis, Antony
Beevor and Max Hastings.  A companion to 1944-45:
The Freedom Road (code 98058) 383 pages.
Paperback.
£12.99 NOW £6

98049 RADIO HITLER: Nazi
Airwaves in the Second World War
by Nathan Morley
Radio Hitler follows the life of
Deutschlandsender, the Nazi equivalent of
BBC Radio 4, and its sister stations that
transmitted to Germany and the world at
large. The story of broadcasting in the years
of National Socialism is in fact a fascinating
social and political chronicle of one of the
most turbulent periods in German life. Within
these pages we breeze through 14 eventful
years when the Nazis, which started with a
group of discontented fanatics in Munich,
were able to construct a vast political
machine and become the sole instrument of
the state. For Hitler, radio was an absolutely
essential tool. Women were fearful about

casualties at the front and soldiers fretted about the physical insecurity of
their families. Radio acted as a constant link between separated families as
did the mutterings of foreign renegades such as Lord Haw-Haw on
Reichssender in Hamburg making his outrageous claims, night after night.
Using first-hand interviews, archives, diaries, letters and memoirs, this
book examines what Nazi radio was and what it stood for.  Detailed here is
the vast ‘fake news’ effort, which bombarded audiences in the Middle East,
Africa, the United States and Great Britain.  A light is also shone on the
home service stations that, with their monumental announcements including
Stalingrad, the assassination attempt on Hitler and the invasion of France,
provided the soundtrack to everyday life in Nazi Germany.  Details of
entertainment shows and programmes designed to lift morale on the Home
Front are abundant and offer a fresh insight into the psyche of the nation.
The book also looks at Nazi attempts to develop television throughout Germany and in occupied France.  A rich
cast of characters is featured throughout, including Ernst Himmler, brother of Heinrich, who worked as technical
chief at Deutschlandsender, and Lord Haw-Haw, the infamous British mouthpiece of the Nazi propaganda machine.
Nathan Morley had unlimited access to former Reich radio studios and transmitter sites in Hamburg, Berlin, and
Vienna, as well as to a vast archive of recordings and transcripts. The result is a fascinating and revealing portrait of
propaganda, communication and media in Nazi Germany.  Well illus, 288 pages.
£20 NOW £8

97672 BATTLE OF BERLIN  by Tony le Tissier
The final battle for Nazi Germany was fought on an almost unimaginable scale. For the
Soviet assault on Berlin, 1.6 million troops were assembled under Marshals Zhukov and
Koniev, while hundreds of thousands more prepared for the climactic struggle that would
engulf the city.  Zhukov’s opening attack was supposed to last just one day. Instead, it
became a costly four-day battle, forcing him to rethink his plans. When Stalin allowed
rival commander Marshal Koniev to enter the fight, the race for Berlin, and ultimately
the Reichstag, became a dramatic contest between two Soviet armies.  Inside the
bunker, Hitler and his dwindling circle of followers clung to fantasies of victory while
Berlin collapsed around them. Civilians and soldiers suffered and died as the Red Army
fought street by street towards the heart of the Nazi capital.  Drawing on fragmentary
evidence from both sides, this acclaimed history reconstructs the last great battle fought
on a massive scale in Europe, involving some 3½ million combatants. Maps and
drawings illuminate the changing phases of the battle and the streets where the final
fighting took place.  A gripping account of Berlin?s destruction, the collapse of the Third
Reich and the brutal climax of the war in Europe. 258 page paperback, archive
photographs, maps and drawings.
£14.99 NOW £6

96754 DISASTER IN THE FAR EAST 1940-1942  by John Grehan and Martin Mace
Sub-titled ‘The Defence of Malaya, Japanese Capture of Hong Kong, and the Fall of Singapore’, this book
documents the Allied experience in the Far East from 1940 to 1942, culminating in Lieutenant-General Percival’s
surrender at Singapore on 15 February 1942.  Despatches in this volume include that on the Far East between
October 1940 and December 1941, by Air Chief Marshal Sir Robert Brooke-Popham; the despatch on operations in
Hong Kong between 8 and 25 December 1941, by Major-General C.M. Maltby, General Officer Commanding
British Troops in China; the report on the air operations during the campaigns in Malaya and Netherland East Indies
between December 1941 and March 1942; and the important despatch by Percival detailing the fall of Malaya and
Fortress Singapore. A unique collection.  516 pages.
£30 NOW £6.50

97670 ARNHEM: Nine Days of Battle
by Chris Brown
September 1944. More than 10,000 British, Commonwealth and Polish airborne troops
descend on Arnhem, convinced they are taking part in the operation that could bring the
war to an end before Christmas. But the plan was dangerously flawed: the drop zones
were too far from the objective, while German forces had been seriously
underestimated.  They were right to worry. For nine brutal days, the isolated troops
fought with extraordinary courage and skill against an enemy whose strength grew by
the hour. Surrounded, exhausted and desperately short of supplies, they fought through
the streets of Arnhem and Oosterbeek, holding on far longer than the planners had
expected.  Drawing extensively on eyewitness accounts, unit diaries and personal
recollections, this fascinating study recreates the battle through the eyes of the men who
experienced it. Their memories, recorded after days of hunger, exhaustion and desperate
fighting, reveal the confusion, fear and determination behind the headlines. Beginning
with a detailed timeline and the planning of Operation Market Garden, the book
examines the weapons, vehicles, tactics and fighting, supported by battle maps, troop
diagrams and touring guides. 252 page large paperback, extensively illustrated.
£15.99 NOW £6

97669 AIRBORNE ESPIONAGE by David Oliver
Fly into enemy territory under cover of darkness - and don’t expect to come back. During the Second World War, Allied
Special Duties (SD) squadrons carried spies, agents and supplies deep behind enemy lines, often at night, in terrible
weather, at low altitude and without fighter protection.  These secret missions were among the most dangerous and
demanding operations of the war. Dedicated units existed from 1939, but their aircraft were often outdated and SD
operations ranked far below fighters and bombers in priority. Yet the risks were extraordinary: for every SOS, SIS or
OSS agent killed in the field, at least one RAF or USAAF airman died flying an SD mission.  Because these operations
were secret, their remarkable achievements remained largely hidden for decades. David Oliver uncovers the exploits
of British, Commonwealth, American, Free European, Soviet, German, Italian and Japanese airmen, drawing on first-
hand accounts and rare archive photographs to reveal the men and machines behind the clandestine war.  A gripping
account of secret flights, resistance networks and extraordinary courage, bringing one of the Second World War’s least-
known air campaigns vividly into the light.  250 page large softback, many photos. 2024 reprint of the 2005 original.
£20 NOW £7.50

97302 HERO CITY: LENINGRAD 1943-44  by Prit Buttar
At the height of WWII the people of Leningrad endured a bitter 900-day siege, struggling
against bombing, shelling, and starvation. The Red Army had suffered multiple setbacks in
the preceding two years but achieved a partial success by breaking the blockage in early
1943.  However, this was followed by further failed attempts to lift the siege, but by simply
enduring the siege in the face of impossible odds, Russian soldiers and civilians beat the
Germans.  By the end of 1943 the German forces, broken by deprivations and extreme
weather, began to pull back.  The Red Army launched a decisive attack that broke through
and ended the siege. This compelling history uses original source material to describe the
experiences of those trapped, the planning and retreat and the myths and legends.  It also
details the tactical successes and strategic failures of both sides, a searing indictment of the
complicity of the Wehrmacht and the appalling war crimes that have forever stained the
ground in and around this historic city.  It was a victory not only for Leningrad but for the
whole of the USSR. Archive photos, many maps, 464 pages.
£30 NOW £10  SAVE £20!   BACK IN STOCK MORE OVER PAGE

97045 BATTLEFIELD PANORAMAS:
From the Siege of Troy to D-Day

by Victor Ambrus
Stunning full colour artworks on every large

landscape page including the ancient Greeks at war, the
Huns, the Iceni Uprising, the siege of Jersey 1373, Civil
War ambush at Radcot, the siege of Athlone 1691, the
Seven Years’ War, the D-Day landings and the Corvin
Gap 1956 (an eyewitness account). What a remarkable

way to brush up on history! The paintings of Victor
Ambrus are beloved by several generations.  During his
life he illustrated over 300 books. From the Viking raid
on Lindisfarne, to the Battles of Hastings, Agincourt and
Sedgemoor and the siege of Athlone; from the storming
of the Bastille and the Franco-Prussian War to the First

World War and the 1956 Hungarian uprising, an
illustration made all the more powerful when you know
that Victor Ambrus was there, as a volunteer stretcher
bearer for the National Red Cross in Budapest. Extra-

large sized softback. 144 pages.
£20 NOW £9

96782 TOTAL ONSLAUGHT
by Paul Moorcraft
Sub-titled War and Revolution in Southern Africa Since
1945, this book examines the decades of conflict that
followed World War II, from colonial wars in Namibia,
Angola, and Rhodesia to civil wars and liberation
struggles in South Africa and the Congo. Tribal feuds,
corruption, and dictatorial ambitions fuelled violence,
often reigniting after brief periods of uneasy peace. The
cost in human and material terms has been devastating,
with lasting effects on development, poverty, and
society. Archive photographs illustrate life on patrols in
Ovambo and Angola, as well as the tragic
consequences of conflict, such as the massacre at Elim
Pentecostal Mission in 1978. Also a disturbing
photograph of 12 white people raped, hacked and
bludgeoned to death by ZANLA at the Elim Pentecostal
Mission near Umtali in June 1978. The Rhodesian
government entered 1979 in dire straits. 478pp.
£30 NOW £6  SAVE £24!

97671 BATTLE FOR
EUROPE
by Roy Conyers Nesbit
First published in 2004 and
here is paperback reprint
2023, military historian and
veteran Roy Conyers
Nesbit has assembled a
collection of over 300
photographs and illustrations
that tell the story of the
battle for Europe from the
shores of Normandy to the
daring airborne assault on
Arnhem, and from the bitter
winter fighting in the forests
of the Ardennes to the final

sweep into the heartlands of Nazi Germany.  The War
Cabinet never gave up hope of re-entering the
Continent of Europe after the evacuation of the British
Expeditionary Force from France in the summer of
1940. The British pinned their hopes on the entry of
powerful allies in the war and Axis forces soon occupied
the Balkans, Greece and the Aegean Islands.  They
drove the British forces back from Libya to Egypt,
threatening the Suez Canal.  Most dangerous of all for
Britain, U-boats of the Kriegsmarine and a handful of
submarines of the Regia Marina sank millions of tons of
Allied shipping in the Atlantic. 11 months of vicious
fighting followed the Allied landings in Normandy on 6th
June 1944, against a determined and well-armed foe
controlled by paranoid and brutal political masters. 376
page large paperback, 300 photos.
£20 NOW £7.50

97037 SKY WARRIORS by Saul David
Maroon berets, steel helmets and Denison smocks

define the iconic image of Britain’s airborne forces, the
“Red Devils”, whose history is as striking as their

uniform. This account follows their role across every
major theatre of the Second World War, highlighting

key operations from early actions such as the
Bruneval Raid to major engagements including

operations Ladbroke, Tonga, Market Garden (including
Arnhem), Fustian and Varsity, the successes and the
heavy costs they endured. It also covers campaigns

across Southern Italy, North Africa, Sicily and
Germany, showing how airborne troops contributed to
pivotal moments such as D-Day and the crossing of

the Rhine.  The narrative spans from the formation of
Britain’s airborne forces in 1940 through to the final
days of the war, combining detailed analysis with
vivid storytelling. With maps, archive photos. 552

page paperback.
£10.99 NOW £3.50

97273 HITLER YOUTH: How Germany
Indoctrinated a New Generation
by Julian Flanders
What part did Hitlerjugend, the Hitler Youth Movement,
play in the indoctrination of a nation?  The Hitler Youth
was founded in 1922 as the youth organisation of the
German Nazi Party in Germany.  By 1940 membership
had reached eight million, more than 90 per cent of
German children. As war approached it became partially
a paramilitary organisation and the outbreak in 1939
and Germany came under greater pressure, many very
young boys saw military action, fighting and dying for
the country.  It drove a wedge between youth, the
educational system and even their own dissenting
families, producing a generation of anti-intellectuals
indoctrinated with Nazi ideology. Contemporary photos,
256 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £5



24 ORDER HOTLINE: 020 74 74 24 74   PLEASE HAVE YOUR CARD READY WHEN YOU CALL!War & Militaria
97202 THE BLITZ:
Operations Manual
Haynes
by Chris McNab
The military historian Chris
McNab presents images of
wartime items and
memorabilia, instruction
manuals such as how to
use an incendiary scoop for
a bomb, how to rescue an
unconscious person from a
burning room by tying
their wrists around your
neck, the operations of

batteries and tactics when engaging enemy aircraft,
radar systems, public shelters and the Underground,
explosive attacks, the police, Air Raid wardens and
women’s services, fire and rescue, medical assistance,
blackout, gas threat, animals in the Blitz and more.
During the war itself, some 1.5 million people took up
duties in the Civil Defence (General) services, in roles
ranging from air raid wardens to ambulance drivers to
heavy rescue parties.  McNab explains the technologies
and tactics that enabled London and other cities across
the UK to survive. 156 very large pages.
£22.99 NOW £8.50
96756 EMPIRE & ESPIONAGE: Spies in the
Zulu War 1879 by Stephen Wade
The Anglo-Zulu War is often remembered for the British
military blundering disaster at Isandlwana, but espionage
and diplomacy also played key roles. Stephen Wade
examines spies, explorers, and diplomats, including John
Dunn, who fought with the British and later ruled part of
Zululand, and Sir Theophilus Shepstone, respected by
the Zulus as ‘Somsewu’. This fascinating account
highlights individuals who earned the trust of local people
and influenced the course of the war. Contemporary
sketches such as of Sepoy Zulu soldiers from the Daily
Graphic 1890 and a photo of a Zulu warrior from a
documentary survey 1900, military ballooning, and
General Newdigate interrogating a Zulu spy 1879.
256pp, b/w illus.
£19.99 NOW £3  SAVE £16.99!

97637 SWORD: D-
Day Trial by Battle
 by Max Hastings
6 June 1944: the day the
liberation of Europe
began. By D-Day, Allied
victory seemed inevitable
- but for thousands of
young soldiers storming
the beaches, this was
their first battle, and
possibly their last. More
than half the British Army
had spent the years since
Dunkirk training in
England, only to meet the
full horror of war on the
Normandy coast.

Historian Max Hastings combines the wider story with
deeply moving personal accounts. On Sword Beach,
British infantry, airborne troops and commandos faced
fierce resistance, while men who climbed from tanks to
mark routes for the next wave became easy targets for
snipers. Nineteen-year-old Will Todd wrote to his wife
afterwards: ‘I have dreaded going to sleep in case I
dream I am back on that beach.’  Hastings examines the
crucial decisions and mistakes on both sides - from
Montgomery’s insistence on five landing beaches to his
failure to capture Caen, and from British communications
problems to the Germans’ confused response. Rommel’s
absence on his wife’s birthday proved another
extraordinary twist in the battle.  D-Day was the
moment of resurrection after years of defeat and
humiliation, and British forces played a crucial role in its
planning, logistics and training. Drawing on letters, maps
and photographs, Hastings brings the invasion vividly to
life through the courage, fear and sacrifice of those who
fought it.  372pp, monochrome photographs, maps.
£25 NOW £9  SAVE £16!

97674 COMET ESCAPE
LINE: The Inside Story
by Alexander Stilwell
Stilwell reveals the
personalities and motives of
the Comet Escape Line
founders, the story of the
most successful escape line
of WW2.  Inspired by the
English nurse Edith Cavell
who helped Allied soldiers
escape from occupied
Belgium in the First World
War, Andrée de Jongh and a
group of young Belgian
friends conceived an

audacious plan to smuggle downed Allied airmen through
France and over to neutral Spain.   Many incredible
escapes followed from safe houses in Brussels, making
hazardous train journeys through France, or navigating
goat paths through the Pyrenees evading German and
Spanish border patrols. By 1945, the line had helped
hundreds of evaders. The book investigates the Gestapo
campaign to destroy it, and the actions of the Nazi
collaborators who infiltrated it.  The author has referred
to accounts by Colonel Rémy, a notable resistance
member and other key players such as Airey Neave
who based his accounts in books such as Little Cyclone
and Saturday at MI9 on firsthand interviews and his
personal involvement as a leading member of MI9.  222
pages. Map of main evasion routes.
£20 NOW £7.50

A Whole Lot of Crumb Mid-1960s dispatches from
America’s most controversial cartoonistEROTICA

97974 NAOMI
by Taschen
Her Wikipedia entry
says: ‘Naomi Elaine
Campbell is a British
supermodel, actress,
activist, and
entrepreneur who rose
to fame in the late
1980s and 1990s as one
of the original
supermodels. She made
history as the first Black
model to appear on the
covers of TIME, French
Vogue, and British
Vogue, gracing over
500 magazine covers

and working with major designers like Versace, Chanel,
and Prada.’ Naomi Campbell has been the face of
hundreds of magazine covers, countless editorials and
advertising campaigns, This updated and compact new
Taschen edition gathers the very best of Campbell’s
portfolio.  It features photographs from the likes of Mert
Alas and Marcus Piggott, Steven Meisel, Helmut
Newton, Herb Ritts, Ellen von Unwerth, and Nick
Knight, and includes unforgettable shoots from the past
decades right up until the present day.  Includes many
stunning nude images in colour, amazing clothing, and
her fun personality and sheer elegance and natural
beauty shine through. In 2021, Campbell revealed that
she welcomed her first child, a daughter, at the age of
51. Colour photos, 14 x 19.5cm, 192 pages.
ONLY £18

97975 ROBERT CRUMB SKETCHBOOK VOL. 1. 1964-1968
edited by Dian Hanson
This book contains hundreds of sketches, including early colour drawings from the
master of underground comic art, cover roughs for the legendary Zap and Head
comics, the original Keep On Truckin’ sketches, the first appearance of Mr.
Natural, plus his evolution and refinement, Fritz The Cat, the Old Pooperoo, and
many, many voluptuous Crumb girls. ADULTS  ONLY. ArtNet says: ‘Robert
Crumb is a contemporary American satirist, comic artist, and illustrator. Best
known for his expressive and highly stylized pen-and-ink drawings, Crumb
unapologetically skewers sex, religion, race, and contemporary American culture.
He is frequently described as a misanthrope and a perpetual malcontent, with his
work being humorously irreverent, often sexually explicit, and admittedly
influenced and inspired by hallucinations and drug use. A major figure in the
underground comix movement of the late 20th century, the artist was born on
August 30, 1943 in Philadelphia, PA to a poverty-stricken and troubled family

life. He spent his youth producing illustrations for comic books, greeting cards, and bubblegum cards, finally finding
creative success in the late 1960s. Crumb’s oeuvre is extensive, and his work is recognized as a major cultural
zeitgeist spanning over half a century. Some of his most
famous and recognizable characters and series, including Fritz
the Cat, Keep on Truckin’, and Weirdo, have garnered
serious critical acclaim...’  When German art publisher
Taschen released the first limited edition of Crumb
Sketchbooks 1982-2011, fans drooled over the gorgeous
packaging of this six-volume boxed set, the artist’s thoughtful
editing, the hand-written introduction, marbleized page
edges, and signed Crumb-coloured art print.  The new book
combines the two earliest volumes from the limited editions,
produced directly from the original artworks now belonging
to an ardent French collector, into one fat 440-page Crumb
feast, selling for an irresistible price.  14.5 x 20cm, 440
pages.  New from Taschen.
ONLY £24

97206 POCKET TANTRIC SUPER SEX
by Nicole Bailey
Discover erotic and sensual bliss! In the East lovemaking
is seen as a pleasurable journey; the Tantric Buddhists,
for example, use sex as an enjoyable path to
enlightenment.  This super handbook guides you through
sensual surrender to the pleasure of the moment,
intimate massage techniques and ways to expand your
state of arousal through body, mind and soul.  The
models used are young and beautiful, completely naked
and in loving, sensual positions.  The layout is modern
and attractive with colourful sections and larger quotes
and full explanations of positions like the scissors,
crouching dog, the tripod, the lingam caress, the goddess
spot, lotus flower pelvic rocking. Small 144 page
paperback, colour photos.
£6.99 NOW £4

96207 ART OF PIN-UP by Dian Hanson
Tiny waists, sheer negligees, fringe dresses, high

stilettos, swimsuits, leather biker gear, teasing skirts and
stockings on display - you get the idea. This book

celebrates the golden age of the pin-up, when
glamorous, playful fantasy ruled calendars and magazine

covers.  Featuring work by legendary artists such as
Alberto Vargas, George Petty, and Gil Elvgren - whose
paintings now sell for hundreds of thousands of dollars -

it brings together drawings, paintings, and pastels
created between 1920 and 1970 for calendars,

magazines, and centrefolds.  This attractively priced
edition showcases the top ten names in pin-up art, with
hundreds of iconic images. Each chapter opens with a
beautifully reproduced original calendar or magazine
cover, and the high print quality lets you appreciate
every brushstroke and detail.  Taschen edition. 512

pages. 15.6 × 21.7 cm.
ONLY £25

96232 SEXY RECORD COVERS
by Dian Hanson and Eric Godtland
Eric Godtland as manager of the American band Third
Eye Blind from 1995 travelled the world, exploring
record stores in every country, adding to his collection.
Sexy covers were not a priority, but always welcome.
When Godtland switched to managing, and touring with,
Village People in the 2010s he encountered such
eccentric, comical and erotic covers in far-flung countries
he concentrated on acquiring every sexy record cover
ever produced.  And he succeeded.  The hundreds of
covers in this book come from North and South America,
Europe, Asia, Africa and Australia. They range in age
from Music Out of the Moon, the first electronic album,
1947, to punk band Dwarves Concept Album, 2023.
Genres go from mainstream pop to Japanese jazz,
German schlager, raunchy comedy and uncensored sex
talk.  The artists are well-known: Rolling Stones, James
Brown, Charlie Mingus, 2 Live Crew and Queen; cult
favourites: Chicks on Speed and comic Blowfly; and
frankly profane: Sex Organs, V8 Wankers and The
Pleasure Fuckers.  All used sex to sell their music.
Masses of nostalgic super-sexy colour images. 29.3cm
square, nearly 4kg, 528 pages, Taschen.
ONLY £60

96837 1000 PIN-UP
GIRLS
by Peter Driben
“Girls, Gags & Giggles,”
ran publisher Robert
Harrison’s recipe for dishing
up pin-up to the American
male. His publications
banked on bad girls in satin
and leather, fishnet
stockings, and six-inch
heels performing slapstick
stunts straight from the
burlesque stage.  In the
1950s his girlie magazines
sold by the millions, before

becoming icons of pulp culture, a mixture of strippers and
starlets dressed in outfits so fetishistic no one noticed
they were never nude.  Harrison lured his readers in
with vibrantly painted covers by top pin-up artists Earl
Moran, Billy DeVorss and, most famously, Peter Driben.
This Taschen edition celebrates this eye-catching candy
with every single cover from Beauty Parade, Wink,
Titter, Eyeful, Flirt and Whisper from 1942 to 1955, as
well as interior spreads, featuring, among others, a
budding lovely named Bettie Page. 14 x 19.5cm,
pagemarker.
ONLY £20
96838 ARAKI
by Nobuyoshi Araki
Selected by the artist himself to celebrate Taschen’s
40th anniversary compact and well priced editions,
here are his Tokyo street scenes, faces and foods,
colourful, sensual flowers, female genitalia and the
Japanese art of kinbaku or bondage.  A young geisha
sucks on a phallic
shaped slice of
watermelon on the
front cover. Two
naked women hang
suspended from the
ceiling, tied in ropes.
Sexual desire oozes
from the street
scenes, many in black
and white of ordinary
people and their
desires, including
mixed orgies and a
golden shower in a
crazy party scene,
beautiful women close
up seemingly in the
throes of orgasm,
lovers outside, full
frontal nudity from
young models. Araki seems to come close to his
female subjects through his photography and has
attained cult status in his native Japan.  New from
Taschen on 512 page thick quality pages with
wraparound sleeve. A broad overview of Araki’s
career in colour and black-and-white photography,
capturing his distinctive, confrontational style and cult
status in Japan and beyond. Colour photos, 15.6 x
21.7cm.  Adults only.
ONLY £20
96006 NAIMAH PART 2: Story and Art
by Fildor & Shiny Beast
Another in the highly collectable Priaprism Press series,
phallic creatures penetrate a blonde buxom leather-clad
beautiful woman, Naimah.  From the chronicles ‘The
Books of Death and Orgasm’: ‘The priestesses of the
sacred vulva have kidnapped Wander...’  Serpent-like
humanoids with long pointed erect phalluses, the Pawns
cover the queen and probe her everywhere in this
exotic, erotic fantasy.  Definitely for adults only, graphic
colour cartoon strips throughout, 60 page large softback.
ONLY £4

!!!!!

96861 REN HANG
edited by Dian Hanson
Ren Hang (1987-2017) was an unlikely rebel. Slight of
build and shy by nature, the Beijing photographer
became a leading voice for creative freedom in China.
Like Ai Weiwei, he was controversial at home yet
celebrated worldwide.  Ren’s images - often of naked
friends, fans, and models outdoors, in trees, or on
vertiginous Beijing rooftops - combine surreal
playfulness with startling visual invention. Heads
wrapped
in octopi,
bodies
entwined
with
cords and
flowers,
urine and
insertions,
extreme
poses and
unusual
erections:
all
captured with a clean, detached eye. Ren denied
sexual intent, insisting that his interest was in
portraying every body organ vividly and emotionally,
regardless of gender. In his brief six-year career, Ren
produced all his work on film, self-published 16
monographs in tiny editions, and was featured in over
20 solo and 70 group shows. This Taschen
retrospective collects his entire oeuvre. 22.5 × 30cm,
312 pages, Taschen.
ONLY £28

96210 BIG BOOK OF PUSSY
edited by Dian Hanson

First, The Big Book of Breasts, then The Bigger Book
of Breasts (code 96212), The Big Penis Book, The Big
Book of Legs (code 96209), and the weighty Big Butt
Book (code 96211).  What could follow but an in-depth

exploration of the female pudendum?  Dian Hanson
delves into the historical significance of the vagina, to
show how the yoni has been coveted, feared, reviled,
and worshipped by civilizations worldwide, from New
Guinea to old Ireland.  The text is supported by playful

photographs of women exposing their vulvas, from
1900 to the present day.  Women expose their most

private part enthusiastically, happily, with smiles
spread wide as... well, you get the picture.  And with
400+ photos the point is made emphatically, in images
both naturally furry and stylishly groomed.  Included
are interviews with the auteur known as Pussyman,

Vanessa del Rio, squirter Flower Tucci, vaginal
performance artist Mouse, and the singular Buck Angel.

Contemporary photographers Terry Richardson,
Richard Kern, Ralph Gibson, Jan Saudek, Guido

Argentini, Ed Fox and others share their favourite
pussy photos. 30 x 30cm, 368 pages, Taschen.

ONLY £60  BACK IN STOCK
58389 THE BIG PENIS BOOK

by Dian Hanson
Big, bold and beautiful and published by Taschen, just

like the jacket design for ‘The Big Book of Breasts’
code 53023, peel back the plastic film and the white
underpants will be removed to reveal, guess what?

And on the back, beautifully airbrushed, a pert bottom.
Here are beautiful black and white men like Dickie

Doolittle, Joey Yates and John Holmes, and dozens of
other unknown males of the species, all eagerly

displaying their members, both erect and flaccid.  Gay
or straight, this is a celebration of man at his very best,
with short biographies of the models in the appendicks.

Measuring nearly 12" square, this is hardly a coffee
table volume that you can hide, so please beware that

the contents are definitely for adults only.  384pp.
Colour photos throughout.

ONLY £60  BACK IN STOCK
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97873 STORMING
HEAVEN
by Miles Cameron
When dragons roamed the
world in an age of bronze
and stone, when Gods
walked the earth, and
people lived in terror, a
scribe, a warlord, a dancer,
a mute insect and a child
should have no chance
against the might of the
bickering gods and their
cruel games.  But the gods
themselves are old, addicted
to their own games of
power, and now their fates
may lie in the hands of
mere mortals.  By divine
plan, a plague of cannibals
has been unleashed across
the world, forming an
armada which preys on all

who cross their path.  Meanwhile the people who allied
against the gods have been divided, each taking their
own path to attack the heavens, if they can survive the
tide of war which has been sent against them.  All they
need is the right opportunity to deal a blow against the
gods themselves.  A visceral epic weaving together the
mythologies of gods and heroes into something new and
magical from a master of the fantasy genre.  496 large
elegant pages with fairly large print.
£22 NOW £7

97847 CARDINAL’S
BLADES: Omnibus
Edition
by Pierre Pevel
The Cardinal’s Blades,
The Alchemist in the
Shadows, and The
Dragon Arcana are the
three acclaimed
swashbuckling and stylish
fantasy novellas aimed
at history and alternate
history buffs.  The
nobility keep tiny
dragonnets as pets.
Royal couriers ride tame
wyverns, and lethal
man-shaped scaled dracs

roam the country.  But the power rising from the
Court of Dragons is anything but mundane, and they
are determined to raise true dragons - ancient, terrible
and utterly merciless, and poised to move against
France.  Paris, 1633.  King Louis XIII is king of
France, and Cardinal Richelieu governs the country.
One of the most dangerous and most powerful men
in Europe, Richelieu keeps a steady eye on the
enemies of the Crown, to thwart their spies and avert
their warmongering.  But he’s up against people who
will stop at nothing to achieve their goals, including
forging alliances with France’s oldest and deadliest
enemies - Spain, and the Court of Dragons.  With
fascinating characters shining in a rich plot mixed with
inevitability and surprise, this is wonderful
storytelling.  Huge chunky paperback, 1039 pages.
£14.99 NOW £6

When the Gods
walked the earth,
and people lived
in terror.

98077 WORD
EXCHANGE
by Alena Greadon
Words are under threat.  It’s
time to fight back...  Imagine
a world without words.  A
world in which books,
libraries and newspapers are
things of the past.  A world
where personal devices
provide all you could want or
need.  Anana Johnson and
her father, Doug, are hard at
work on the final edition that
will ever be printed of the
English Dictionary.  But one

evening, Doug disappears and Anana unearths a single
written clue: ALICE.  In the battle to save her father,
Anana discovers secret societies, dark incinerator rooms
and underground passages.  Above all, she finds a
world that faces ruin from the dark side of technology.
A nervy, nerdy dystopian thriller, a propulsive, twisty
future-noir, The book is ‘imaginative, layered and
highly original... a creepy story of technology gone
wrong and a clever meditation on the mysteries of
language and love.’  Paperback, 375pp.
£8.99 NOW £4.75

98062 BOOK OF FIRE
by Christy Lefteri
A captivating, moving novel
of survival, hope and
redemption, from the
international bestselling author
of The Beekeeper of Aleppo
and Songbirds.  Among the
ashes, one family found hope.
In a tiny, beautiful Greek
village, deep in an ancient
forest, live a family - Irini,
Tasso and their daughter,
sweet Chara.  One day their
world is rocked when a forest
fire consumes the village,

leaving houses burned and lives irreparably damaged.
But while Tasso and Chara struggle to find the courage
to bear what has happened, Irini is tormented by guilt
for her part in the fate of the man who started the fire.
But what happens after the fire?  Christy transports the
reader to a once lush and now destroyed world, where a
community, and a mother, must fight to regain what has
been lost. Uniquely crafted and full of both stunning
imagery and human emotion, a novel of survival, hope
and redemption.  342 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £4.50

98064 EMPIRE
by Michael Ball
Musical theatre legend Michael
Ball brings his trademark
warmth, wit and glamour to
this, his debut novel.  Enjoy
the show! Welcome to The
Empire Theatre. 1922. When
Jack Treadwell arrives at The
Empire, in the middle of a
rehearsal, he is instantly
mesmerised.  But amid the
glitz and glamour, he soon
learns that the true magic of
the theatre lies in its cast of
characters, both on stage and

behind the scenes.  There’s stunning starlet Stella
Stanmore and Hollywood heartthrob Lancelot Drake,
and Ruby Rowntree, who keeps the music playing,
while Lady Lillian Lassiter, theatre owner and former
showgirl, is determined to take on a bigger role. And
then there’s cool, competent Grace Hawkins, without
whom the show would never go on... could she be the
leading lady Jack is looking for?  When long-held rivalries
threaten The Empire’s future, tensions rise along with
the curtain.  There is treachery at the heart of the
company and a shocking secret waiting in the wings.
Can Jack discover the truth before it’s too late, and the
theatre he loves goes dark?  387 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £4.50

98105 QUIET
CONTAGION
by Jane Jesmond
An unsettling contemporary
mystery with a historical twist
and fast-paced plot from the
author of the Jen Shaw series.
Six decades. Seven people.
One unspeakable secret.  1957.
A catastrophe occurs at the
pharmaceutical lab in Coventry
where 16 year old Wilf is
working for the summer.  A
catastrophe that needs to be
covered up at all costs.  2017.
Phiney is shocked by the death

of her grandfather, Wilf, who has jumped from a railway
bridge at a Coventry station. Journalist Mat Torrington is
the only witness.  Left in utter disbelief, with a swarm of
unanswered questions, Phiney, Mat, and Wilf’s wife
Dora, begin their own enquiries into Wilf’s death.  It is
soon clear that these two events, 60 years apart, are
connected, and that Wilf is not the only casualty.  But
what is the link and can they find out before any more
lives are lost?  320 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £5

98067 SILVER LADIES
DO LUNCH
by Judy Leigh
From the bestselling author of
The Golden Oldies’ Book
Club Judy Leigh, the perfect
blend of fun and friendship,
capers and caring and the
perfect feel-good story.
When Lin, Josie and Minnie
left Miss Hamilton’s class at
Middleton Ferris County
Primary School 60 years ago,
they could only dream about
what the future had in store

for them. The one thing they knew for certain was that
their friendship would thrive.  Years later and life hasn’t
always been kind.  Josie is still mourning the loss of
her beloved husband Harry a year after his sudden
demise.  Lin is hoping to celebrate her 50th wedding
anniversary with husband Neil, but he’s suddenly
keeping secrets and telling her lies, so she’s suspecting
the worst.  And as for Minnie, well she loves her life in
Oxford academia, but with no family to call her own,
she sometimes wonders if the sacrifices were all
worthwhile.  So, when the 90-year-old Miss Hamilton -
or Cecily as she lets them call her now - glides
gracefully back into their lives on her glamorous purple
mobility scooter, the ladies are in need of inspiration
and fun.  Over their regular lunches, the friends start to
dream of leaving the past in the past and embracing
the future, because there’s nothing you can’t achieve
with good friends at your side.  320 page paperback.
£8.99 NOW £4.75

98072 SUMMER OF LIES
by Louise Douglas
Number One million copy
bestselling author Louise
Douglas is back with a
brooding, twisty tale of
secrets and lies, love and
loyalty.  As wildfires creep a
devastating path towards the
idyllic town of Morranez, a
vulnerable girl goes missing.
But was she taken, or was
she escaping?  The summer is
the hottest yet in the Brittany
coastal town of Morranez, but
when a new case lands on the

desk of the Toussaints detective agency, there can be
no time to relax.  As wildfires bear down on the town,
the alert goes out for a missing girl.  19-year-old Briony
Moorcroft has seemingly been taken from her sleepy
Welsh village and brought to France.  Her parents are
baffled and scared - Briony needs her life-saving
medicine or this case will become even more sinister,
and with the police dragging their heels, the Moorcrofts
are relying on Mila Shephard and Carter Jackson’s
sleuthing skills.  Meanwhile there are mysteries troubling
Mila’s life too.  Two years after the accident that swept
her sister Sophie and brother-in-law Charlie away and
left their daughter Ani in Mila’s care, new evidence
resurfaces that makes Mila doubt everything.  Can
Carter and Mila find Briony before it’s too late?  And is
the truth about Sophie and Charlie finally about to be
revealed.   336 page paperback.
£8.99 NOW £5

97659 SUICIDE
MUSEUM
by Ariel Dorfman
A gripping mix of mystery,
memoir, tragedy and
philosophical fiction, The
Suicide Museum blends real
history and imagination into
an extraordinary story of exile,
guilt and homecoming.  Ariel
needs money; billionaire
Holocaust survivor Joseph
Hortha has plenty. When
Joseph asks him to investigate
the mysterious death of
Chilean president Salvador

Allende during the 1973 military coup, Ariel accepts -
driven by gratitude to Allende and an obsessive need to
discover whether he died by suicide or was murdered.
Their dangerous investigation takes them from
Washington and New York to Santiago, Valparaíso and
London, where they encounter a fortune-telling wedding
photographer, a policeman hunting a serial killer targeting
refugees, a revolutionary attempting to assassinate a
dictator, and a cast of intriguing women with motives of
their own.  As the mystery deepens, Ariel and Joseph
must confront the guilt, trauma and secrets they have
carried from the past. What begins as an intriguing
literary caper grows into a sweeping, thought-provoking
novel about life, machismo, fascism and exile, told with
boldness, wit and imagination. Softback of 676 pages,
remainder mark.
£20.99 NOW £5  REDUCED

97723 WINDS FROM FURTHER WEST
by Alexander McCall Smith

Often a small and seemingly insignificant event can
change the course of our lives.  Not long after starting a
new job, Neil meets Chrissie. Romance soon blossoms
and together they move to a lavish flat in Edinburgh.

Everything seems to be falling into place perfectly, but
an innocuous, throw-away comment unintentionally

causes Neil’s career to collapse, and, at the same time, a
cruel betrayal shatters the life he thought he knew. His
only option is to escape to the secluded, remote beauty
of a breathtaking Hebridean island.  But he can’t escape

the past forever, and soon he must confront a life-
changing decision once more. Richly atmospheric and

packed with compassion and humour.  259 pages.
£16.99 NOW £6.99

97392 GOOD HOUSE FOR CHILDREN
by Kate Collins
The Reeve stands on the edge of the Dorset cliffs,
awaiting its next inhabitants.  Despite Orla’s misgivings,
her husband insists this house will be the perfect place to
raise their two children. In 1976, Lydia moves to Dorset
as a nanny for a family grieving their patriarch. She
soon starts to hear and feel things that cannot be real,
but her bereaved employer does not listen. Separated
by 40 years, both Lydia and Orla realise that the longer
they stay at the Reeve, the more deadly certain their
need to keep the children safe from whatever lurks
inside it...  With its pervasive atmosphere of
claustrophobia and dread, Kate Collins’ gothic creation
will chill you to the core. 326 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £4

97648 ENGLISH CHEMIST: The Story of
Rosalind Franklin  by Jessica Mills

Biochemist and researcher Rosalind Franklin is a heroine
and tragic figure to many. This fictionalised account of her
life depicts the massive discrimination that she dealt with

in the educational institutions and laboratories of post-
World War II Europe.  Her work in micro x-ray

photography led to the discovery of the double-helix
shape of DNA, earning a Nobel Prize for the men who

drew from it.  Mills dramatises Rosalind’s scientific
prowess in intricate details.  After being segregated at

Cambridge, then ignored and criticised in the workplace,
Rosalind had no intention of being seen as a second-class

scientist and she threw everything into proving her
worth, but the ultimate glory was claimed by the men

she left in her wake.  Inspired by true events, 288 pages.
$27.95 NOW £6.50

96448 MOUTH TO MOUTH by Antoine Wilson
One morning on a beach, Jeff rescues a drowning
swimmer, only to find himself haunted by the event.
The man he saved turns out to be Francis Arsenault, a
wealthy and influential art dealer. Drawn into Francis’s
glamorous world, Jeff takes a job at his gallery and
becomes entwined in the millionaire’s life of power,
luxury, and moral ambiguity.  As their relationship
deepens, Jeff is seduced by wealth and influence,
pushing boundaries he never imagined, until he must
confront the darkness of his own choices - and ask
himself whether saving Francis was a mistake.  256
pages, paperback.
£8.99 NOW £1.90  REDUCED
96532 HIGH TIME  by Hannah Rothschild
High jinks in a thrilling romp through the worlds of art and
finance, the story follows Ayesha Scott, whose perfect
life in a Cornish castle with her wealthy, titled husband
and beloved daughter hides hidden perils.  In the course
one day, Ayesha discovers she could lose everything -
her home, fortune, and power - unless she can outwit the
international mafia, navigate the shadowy corridors of
high finance, and negotiate backstreet deals with the
shadiest players in the art world. Hurt and betrayed, she
resolves to fight for herself and her daughter, but can she
succeed without the help of her estranged, eccentric
family? 316-page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £3
96538 NINTH NIGHTMARE
by Graham Masterton
Number five in the Night Warriors series.  For 800 years,
Albrecht’s Travelling Circus has been trapped in the
realm of dreams.  Its creator was thwarted in his mission
to corrupt all who saw him and his carnival of oddities.
Now, a serial killer has found a way to unleash the
carnival into the real world, and only the Night Warriors
can stop it from happening.  They are used to
confronting evil in dreams, but this enemy is of the
waking world, where their strength is greatly diminished.
With power unlike any they have ever seen before,
they will soon learn that this killer is very much more
than a nightmare.  375 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £1.90  REDUCED

97378 CAHOKIA JAZZ  by Francis Spufford
A richly imagined alternative history thriller set in a 1922
America that never existed, this novel takes place in the
vast industrial city of Cahokia, a teeming metropolis
beside the Mississippi where different cultures and
histories have evolved along unexpected lines.  When
two detectives discover a body on a skyscraper roof
during a snowy winter night, the city’s fragile order
begins to unravel. What follows is a fast-moving
investigation that exposes buried tensions beneath the
surface of a jazz-age society filled with speakeasies,
modern industry and uneasy peace.  As secrets spread
and violence threatens to erupt, Cahokia itself becomes a
central character, alive with music, danger and possibility,
moving towards either collapse or renewal.  Epic,
inventive and richly detailed, this is a sweeping
reimagining of history in the making. 481 pages, illus.
£20 NOW £5.50

98090 CAIN’S
JAWBONE BOOK OF
CROSSWORDS
by Edward Powys
Mathers
The world’s most
fiendishly difficult
crosswords.  Before
Edward Powys Mathers
wrote Cain’s Jawbone,
the world’s most difficult
literary puzzle, he was a
cryptic crossword creator.
Published under his
pseudonym
‘Torquemada’, his puzzles
would taunt readers for
days.  He created his first

cryptic crossword puzzle in 1924 and went on to set
them for the Saturday Westminster and the Observer for
the next 15 years.  His true identity was only revealed
when he died in 1939.  ‘Torq’ as he was often referred
to was also delightfully creative: with many puzzles
written in perfectly constructed verse or delivered as
mini-narratives to their solvers.  This selection of
Torquemada’s best crosswords was originally published
in 1942 and this edition contains tributes to his life and
achievements, including one by his widow, R.C.
Mathers.  The successful revival of Cain’s Jawbone has
inspired a new generation of puzzle solvers.  Health
warning: 112 very difficult cryptic crossword
puzzles, thankfully, with solutions at the back!
Paperback facsimile reprint of the 1942 Pushkin Press
edition, grids and illustrations, 381pp.
£12.99 NOW £5.50
97067 ALWAYS TAKE NOTES: Advice From
Some of The World’s Greatest Writers
by Simon Akam and Rachel Lloyd
Plotting and plunging, research, genre, audience, voice
and style, finding an agent, where do the best ideas
come from?  How do you stay motivated?  What does it
take to become a published author?  And how do you
actually make money from your writing?  Featuring
Alexander McCall Smith, Anne Enright, Candice Carty-
Williams, Christina Lamb, Colin Thubron, Colum
McCann, David Mitchell, Elif Shafak, George Packer,
Hadley Freeman, Hollie McNish, Ian McEwan, Ian
Rankin, Irvine Welsh, Jeffrey Archer, Joanne Harris,
Kate Mosse, Kiran Millwood Hargrave, Kit de Waal,
Simon Scarrow, Stig Abell, Terri White, Tessa Hadley,
Tim Rice, Toby Young, Tracy Chevalier, William Boyd,
William Dalrymple, and many more. 276 pages.
£20 NOW £6

WORDS
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HISTORICAL BIOGRAPHY

97942 WORST
MEDIEVAL MONARCHS
by Phil Bradford
Stephen. John. Edward II.
Richard II. Richard III.
These five are widely
viewed as the worst of
England’s medieval kings.
Certainly, their reigns were
not success stories.  18 men
sat on English throne
between the Battles of
Hastings 1066 and Bosworth
1485. None was an
unqualified success.
Mediaeval kingship was a
difficult art and no one could

always get it right. John died in the middle of a Civil
War he was losing, Edward II and Richard II were both
deposed, and Richard III was killed in battle. Stephen
alone died peacefully in his bed, but only after almost
two decades of civil war, leaving his throne to his
opponent. Medieval England was not of course a
democracy. The king’s natural advisers were the nobility
and he was expected to listen to their views and spread
his patronage widely among them. Evil counsellors were
an occupational hazard.  All five kings have been seen
as incompetent, their reigns blighted by civil war and
conflict.  They tore the realm apart, failing in the basic
duty of a king to ensure peace and justice.  For that, all
of them paid a heavy price.  As well as incompetence,
some also have reputations for cruelty and villainy,
more than one has been portrayed as a tyrant. The
murder of family members and arbitrary executions stain
their reputations.  This book looks at the stories of their
lives and reigns, all of which were dramatic and often
unpredictable and examines how they have been seen
since their deaths, the ways their reputations have been
shaped across the centuries.  Fiction, from Shakespeare’s
plays to modern films, has also played its part in creating
the modern picture.  Is this fair, or should they be
redeemed?  256 pages.
£25 NOW £9.50  SAVE £15.50!

97941 WOMEN OF
THE JACOBITE
REBELLIONS
by Phil Carradice
The flight of King James II
in November 1688 was a
seminal moment in British
history. The deposed
Catholic king established a
new home in Paris, while
William and Mary succeeded
to the throne of England.
What followed was more
than 50 years of trouble,
strife, war and execution
that would engulf England,
Scotland and Ireland. The

Jacobites, supporters of the dethroned Stuart dynasty,
remained determined that James and his heirs should
once again sit on the English throne. Invasion followed
invasion and battle followed battle, culminating in the
defeat of Charles Edward Stuart at Culloden in 1745.
The story of these battles and invasions has been told
many times, but the focus has almost invariably been on
the men involved: from Scottish clansmen to figures
such as Rob Roy and Bonnie Dundee, and from the Old
Pretender to the Young Pretender, Bonnie Prince
Charlie, the darling of the later Jacobite movement.
Together, they created a legend that still hangs over the
period.  Very little, however, has been written about the
women who took part. Apart from notable figures such
as Flora MacDonald, the role of women in the rebellions
and risings has largely been forgotten. Yet hundreds of
women were involved in the Jacobite cause. Women
tended to wounded soldiers, provided safety and
comfort to fleeing Jacobites, and sometimes led riots and
rebellions themselves. Many were imprisoned, while
others were forced to leave their homelands and
deported to strange and distant lands. Some carried out
daring escapes from prisons such as the Tower of
London, while others wrote poems and songs that are
still read and sung today. Some women, including Jenny
Cameron and Grizzel Mhor, became household names
for a brief time. Though largely forgotten today, their
stories are resurrected here. There were many more,
including Anne Farquharson, known as Colonel Anne,
who defeated 1,500 redcoats with the help of just five
servants in an engagement known as the Rout of Moy.
Through his well-researched and accessible, elegant style
of writing, Phil Carradice brings these forgotten women
back to life and gives them the recognition they so richly
deserve. 16 pages of photos, 173 pages.
£22 NOW £9.50
96434 INHERITANCE
by Leo Hollis
The Tragedy of Mary Davies: Property & Madness in
Eighteenth-Century London tells the story of a woman
caught between inheritance, marriage, and madness. In
June 1701, a young widow awakens in a Paris hotel to
find herself married without consent - and flees to
London weeks later.  Mary’s life and legacy illuminate
the rise of London’s grand estates, from Mayfair to
Belgravia, and the dangers women faced in a world
dominated by wealth and law. Her story culminates in a
landmark court case that shaped the city’s future.  284
pages, paperback.
£10.99 NOW £3

98109 UNFORTUNATELY, SHE WAS A
NYMPHOMANIAC  by Joan Smith
Sub-titled ‘A New History of Rome’s Imperial Women’,
a superb and illuminating history of Imperial Rome’s
most important women, dispelling the myths and
misogyny that have distorted their reputations for over
2000 years.  In the first century BC, two great families,
the Julians and the Claudians joined together and
provided Rome’s first five emperors, from Augustus to
Nero. Augustus had only one child with his first wife and
‘unfortunately his daughter was a nymphomaniac’ the
author was once told by a researcher who claimed that
Julia, despite being one of the most instantly
recognisable women in Rome, went down to the forum
at night and had sex with every passing barman and

gladiator. Do we really think that women behave like that?  Writer, activist and
journalist Joan Smith reinterprets the bloody, violent story of 23 women closely
associated with the Julio-Claudian emperors of Rome.  Fewer than half a dozen
of them can be said with any confidence to have died of natural causes.  These
were the wives, mothers and daughters of the emperors from Augustus to Nero,
via their ‘mad’ relative Caligula.  They were the most privileged women of their
time, but their lives were overshadowed, dominated and controlled by these
men.  Raped, killed, ripped apart from their children and mostly airbrushed from
history, Joan Smith brings their extraordinary and tragic stories back into focus.
There are no nymphomaniacs here.  Instead, the book pieces together the human stories, showing how they
struggled for control of their lives at a time when both the law and culture were stacked against them.  These women
shared in a spirited, inspiring and sometimes reckless resistance to male authority.  Smith brings to this history not only
a fresh interpretation of the original texts but also an understanding of what we know now about the mechanics of
domestic abuse.  Colour plates and numerous other illustrations and a helpful dramatis personae. 292 pages.
£22 NOW £9

98095 GREATEST VIKING: The Life of Olav
Haraldsson  by Desmond Seward
There are many kings’ burial grounds in Norway. When
in 1880 archaeologists discovered a ship underneath the
famous Gokstad howe, they found seated on a chair the
skeleton of a huge man covered with terrible wounds
received in battle which many people believed,
wrongly, was Olav. He reigned at the beginning of the
first millennium and for Norwegians he haunts their
landscape. As a very young man he was dramatically
successful in raids along the Baltic, in France and Spain,
and above all in England. Raider. Conqueror. King.
Saint.  This is the story of Olav Haraldsson, the greatest
Viking who ever lived.  A ruthless Viking warrior who
named his most prized battle weapon after the Norse

goddess of death, Olav Haraldsson and his mercenaries wrought terror and
destruction from the Baltic to Galicia in the early 11th century.  Thousands were
put to the sword, enslaved or ransomed. In England, Canterbury was sacked,
its archbishop murdered and London Bridge pulled down.  The loot amassed from
years of plunder helped Olav win the throne of Norway, and a century after his
death he was proclaimed ‘Eternal King’ and has been a national hero there ever
since.  Despite his bloodthirsty beginnings, Olav converted to Christianity and,
in a personal vendetta against the old Norse gods, made Norway Christian too,
thereby changing irrevocably the Viking world he was born into.  Told with reference to Norse sagas, early
chronicles and the work of modern scholars, Desmond Seward paints an intensely vivid and colourful portrait of the
life and times of arguably the greatest Viking of them all.  With useful chronology and colour plates. 256 pages.
£22 NOW £7.50  SAVE £14.50!

97678 HEIRS OF AMBITION: The Making of the Boleyns
by Claire Martin
The name Boleyn is carved deep into British history - a family whose extraordinary rise
took them from the fields of Norfolk to the dazzling, dangerous world of the Tudor court.
Nicholas Boleyn of Salle; Thomas Boleyn, ‘Donsel’; Geoffrey Boleyn, yeoman; Geoffrey
Boleyn, citizen, hatter, mercer, merchant, sheriff, alderman, mayor; Master Thomas
Boleyn, clerk; Lady Boleyn, widow;  William Boleyn, esquire, knight; Thomas Boleyn,
esquire, knight, viscount, earl; George Boleyn, esquire, knight, viscount; Anne Boleyn,
marquess, Queen. From humble beginnings as farmers and merchants, generations of
Boleyns became yeomen, mayors, knights, diplomats, viscounts and earls, culminating in
Anne Boleyn, Queen of England. But their story is about far more than Anne and Henry
VIII. It is a gripping tale of ambition, opportunity, family fortunes and spectacular falls.
Their rise unfolded against a turbulent backdrop of plague, famine, rebellion and the Wars
of the Roses, as England slowly transformed. London offered ambitious merchants new
opportunities, while education, commerce, marriage and political connections could propel a

family dramatically upwards. Yet wealth offered no protection from disease, war or sudden disaster.  Historian
Claire Martin traces the Boleyns across generations, revealing how a family that began in modest circumstances
climbed towards the heart of royal power, and how quickly fortune could turn. Drawing on extensive research, she
brings vividly to life the world of late-medieval England and the remarkable family who helped shape Tudor
history. 256 pages, family trees.
£20 NOW £7.50

96072 EDWARD III’S FAITHFUL KNIGHT
by Stephen Porter
‘Walter Mauny and His Legacy’ tells the life of Sir Walter
Mauny, a loyal servant of the king who excelled as a
soldier, naval commander, and diplomat. An orphaned
younger son from the Low Countries, he amassed
wealth through war and royal favour, using it to fund a
Black Death burial ground, a Carthusian priory,
almshouses, and schools. Mauny was a leading
commander in the Hundred Years’ War, including the
1337 garrison in France and the 1340 Battle of Sluis
when a French and Genoese fleet was comprehensively
defeated by an English one. Colour, archive, and
woodcut images. 288 pages.
£20 NOW £4.50  SAVE £15.50!

96766 MR HORNIMAN’S WALRUS
by Clare Paterson

‘Legacies of a Remarkable Victorian Family’
traces the rise and fall of the Hornimans across

three generations. John Horniman founded the iconic tea
company in 1826; his son Frederick created the eclectic
Horniman Museum in London, and granddaughter Annie
established Ireland’s Abbey Theatre.  Clare Paterson

draws on extensive family archives to reveal a story of
Victorian entrepreneurialism, social change, and cultural

influence. Beyond their achievements, the family
endured scandal, bankruptcy, intrigue, and fascination

with the occult, creating a vivid portrait of trade,
collecting, theatre, sex, and politics in 19th and early
20th century Britain.  272 pages, colour and b/w illus.

£20 NOW £2.50  SAVE £17.50!

91099 RADICAL WORDSWORTH: The Poet
Who Changed the World by Jonathan Bate

Explores the life of the poet William Wordsworth born in
the Lake District, tracing his journey through the French
Revolution, a passionate love affair with an illegitimate
child, and his friendship with Samuel Taylor Coleridge,
which shaped the Romantic movement. Jonathan Bate,

Senior Research Fellow at Oxford, guides readers through
Wordsworth’s life and work, including A New Spirit in

Poetry, The Banks of the Wye, Lucy in the Harz, Home
at Grasmere, and more. 856 magisterial pages, beautiful

full page colour plates and many other illus.
£25 NOW £2.75  SAVE £22.25!

96790 MAKING DARKNESS LIGHT: The Lives
and Times of John Milton
by Joe Moshenska
Retraces the footsteps of the revolutionary poet, scholar,
and political thinker through 17th century London,
Tuscany, and the Marches. John Milton, propagandist for
Cromwell, defender of the English people, lover of music
and the arts, navigated a world of stark contrasts:
Heaven and Hell, light and dark, self and other, most
famously in Paradise Lost.  An Oxford literature
professor brings Milton’s world vividly to life, examining
his key works, his ideas on creativity, time, and
freedom of expression, and his enduring influence on
writers from Blake to Woolf, Joyce to Borges. The
narrative blends historical detail with a partly fictionalised
account of Milton’s life. 464 pages.
£25 NOW £5  SAVE £20!

97646 CATHERINE DE’
MEDICI: The Life & Times
of the Serpent Queen
by Mary Hollingsworth
For centuries, Catherine de?
Medici has been portrayed as
the sinister, scheming queen
behind religious violence and
extravagant excess. But this
fascinating biography looks
beyond the myths to reveal a
remarkably cultured, politically
astute woman who fought to
find a way for Catholics and

Protestants to live together peacefully.  Daughter of
Lorenzo II de? Medici, Catherine was married by papal
decree to a French prince at just 14. She became Queen
of France and ultimately the mother of three French
kings - Francis II, Charles IX and Henry III - making
her one of the most powerful women in 16th-century
Europe.  A passionate patron of the arts, she supported
poets, painters and sculptors while creating spectacular
palaces, monuments, tournaments and entertainments
that anticipated the dazzling rituals of Versailles. Her
glamorous court, 80 ladies-in-waiting and fascination with
Nostradamus fuelled endless gossip about seduction,
politics and the occult.  Yet her reputation was forever
darkened by her association with the St Bartholomew?s
Day Massacre of 1572. This compelling reassessment
reveals the complex woman behind the legend -
ambitious, intelligent, artistic and determined to survive
in one of Europe?s most turbulent eras.  448 pages, 24
colour images, Dramatis Personae, family trees, maps.
£30 NOW £9
96377 IMPROBABLE PIONEERS OF THE
ROMANTIC AGE by Keir Davidson
Sub-titled ‘The Lives of John Russell, 6th Duke of
Bedford, and Georgina Gordon, Duchess of Bedford’, this
book traces their very different childhoods and unlikely
marriage, showing how they became pioneers in politics,
art, architecture, agriculture, botany, and horticulture.
Georgina shared her love of the Highlands with her
husband and the young artist Edwin Landseer, who
became part of the Bedford circle. The book showcases
Woburn Abbey’s kitchen gardens, hot houses, pleasure
grounds, menagerie, sculpture gallery, and the Temple
of the Graces (1887), along with a 1795 map of the
Duke’s London estates. With over 100 full-page colour
plates, portraits, maps, plans, and archive etchings -
including a dramatic double-page sheep-shearing at Park
Farm, 1810 - this is a lavish 560-page family history.
£40 NOW £9  SAVE £31!
97068 BURNING MAN: The Ascent of DH
Lawrence  by Frances Wilson
History has remembered D. H. Lawrence not always
flatteringly as a nostalgic modernist, a sexual liberator, a
misogynist, a critic of genius, yet pioneered to the genre
we now celebrate as auto-fiction.   Frances Wilson
follows Lawrence from the peninsular underworld of
Cornwall in 1915 to post-war Italy, to the mountains of
New Mexico, and traces his footsteps through the pages
of his lesser-known work. The book is divided into
chapters Inferno: England 1915-19, Purgatory Italy
1919-22 and Paradise America 1922-25. In this way it is
a triptych of self-contained biographical tales with the
focus on his middle years between 1915 when The
Rainbow was prosecuted, and 1925 when he was
diagnosed with tuberculosis. 488 page paperback.
£12.99 NOW £3.50
96741 RICHARD III AND THE PRINCES
IN THE TOWER  by A. J. Pollard
For over 500 years, Richard III has divided opinion: to
some a ruthless tyrant and murderer of the Princes in the
Tower, to others a noble and enlightened ruler brought
down by fate. Few medieval English kings inspire such
passionate debate.  The dominant narrative, enshrined in
William Shakespeare’s King Richard III, portrays him as
the villain who killed his nephews, a view reinforced by
early Tudor accounts eager to legitimise Henry VII’s
rule. This richly illustrated study revisits the events of
1483 and beyond, examining contemporary sources,
including eyewitness reports, and reassessing the
evidence surrounding Richard’s life, reign, and the
princes’ disappearance.  Exploring both history and myth,
the book also features themed picture essays on subjects
ranging from Richard’s heraldic boar to his books and
saints, alongside maps and a family tree. 290-page large
softback, with 149 black-and-white illustrations and 56
picture essays.
£18.99 NOW £8.50
97092 PURE WIT: The Revolutionary Life of
Margaret Cavendish
by Francesca Peacock
‘My ambition is not only to be Empress, but Authoress
of a whole world.’  A biography of the remarkable, and
in her time scandalous, 17th century writer Margaret
Cavendish, Duchess of Newcastle Margaret Cavendish,
then Lucas, was born in 1623 to a wealthy family. In
1644, as England descended into civil war, she joined
the court of the formidable Queen Henrietta Maria at
Oxford, by April 1667 she was the talk of London
society, before following the court into exile in France.
It was there that she met her much older lifelong
partner, William Cavendish, Marquess of Newcastle-
upon-Tyne, the revolutionary writer. In 1666, she
published The Blazing World, a brilliant, trail-blazing
proto-novel thought to be one of the earliest works of
science fiction. Peacock recounts Cavendish’s ordeals as
a monarchist under Cromwell, her years in exile in Paris,
her supportive marriage, her ennoblement and fame.
Illus. incl. colour, 360 pages.
£27.99 NOW £7

The face of the Viking pirate
and slaver who demolished
London Bridge.

Marble relief of Agrippina
the Younger crowning Nero
AD54-58
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97623 GRAMMAR OF
ANGELS
by Edward Wilson-Lee
A Search for the Magical
Powers of Sublime Language.
Who is the mysterious long-
haired young man staring from
Raphael’s School of Athens?
Tradition identifies him as Pico
della Mirandola, the brilliant
Renaissance philosopher and
seeker of secret knowledge.  A
protégé of Lorenzo de’ Medici
and friend of the fiery preacher
Savonarola, Pico was

fascinated by hidden languages, angels, occult wisdom
and the possibility of unlocking the mysteries of the
universe. In Florence, he enlisted the mysterious Flavius
Mithridates to translate obscure Arabic and Hebrew
texts, while Pico explored ideas about Platonic shadows,
angels and whether humans could somehow achieve an
angelic state.  His extraordinary life included forbidden
romance, intellectual rivalries and a daring journey to
Rome, where he attempted to defend 900 controversial
theses challenging traditional Christian thinking. At the
heart of his philosophy was a tantalising question: could
angels share thoughts, and could humans learn to do the
same?  This fascinating exploration follows Pico’s quest
for a magical, universal language capable of revealing
hidden truths, set against the glittering and dangerous
world of Renaissance Italy. 273pp, colour and
monochrome reproductions.
£25 NOW £8  SAVE £17!

97679 LADY KATHERINE
GREY: A Dynastic
Tragedy by Conor Byrne
Sister of Lady Jane Grey, Lady
Katherine Grey was a potential
heir to Elizabeth I whose secret
marriage brought her crashing
down from royal favour. After
marrying Edward Seymour,
Earl of Hertford, without
Elizabeth’s permission,
Katherine was imprisoned in
the Tower of London and later
kept under house arrest. Their

marriage was declared unlawful and their sons
illegitimate, and the couple were never reunited.  Yet
Katherine was far more than a tragic Tudor heroine.
Under Henry VIII’s will, her son Edward Seymour could
arguably claim the English throne, and during Elizabeth’s
reign Katherine herself was regarded by many as heir
presumptive. Politicians, courtiers and diplomats in
England and abroad supported her claim for reasons
ranging from protecting a Protestant succession and
English interests to blocking rival powers.  Her story is
one of love, ambition, dynastic politics and royal
suspicion, played out against the dangerous backdrop of
Tudor England. Katherine died heartbroken at just 27, on
a cold January morning in the Suffolk countryside, far
from the court where she had once lived and loved. 288
pages, colour photos.
£20 NOW £8

Historical Biography

98087 1974: Scenes
from A Year of Crisis
by Nick Rennison
1974 was a year of major
change around the world. It
was a year when regimes
crumbled which had lasted
decades. Portugal’s Carnation
Revolution saw the end of a
dictatorship that had come to
power in the 1930s. In
Ethiopia, an emperor who had
acceded the throne in the
same decade was toppled
from it. Terrorism and the

pursuit of political ends through violence became ever
more commonplace. The year saw a sustained
bombing campaign by the Provisional IRA. Football
had not achieved worldwide glory but it was well on
the way and the 1974 World Cup attracted huge TV
audiences. The author recalls working in a bookshop at
the time of the three-day week when the lights went
out to be replaced by oil lamps and reading about and
remembering the events of 1974 reminds us of the
famous LP Hartley quote about the past being a foreign
country where they do things differently.  Presidents
resigned, emperors were deposed, and new
governments came to power.  Leaders of nations died.
Regimes crumbled.  In society, the rights of historically
underrepresented groups were more powerfully
asserted.  The BBC aired the first lesbian kiss on British
TV.  In Italy, the right to divorce was protected in a
landmark referendum.  The arts and entertainment
industries were in the midst of a period of great
creativity and innovation.  In America, Scorsese,
Spielberg and Coppola were making their mark.
Popular music was arguably at a low point but the first
stirrings of the punk revolution to come could be heard
in New York clubs.  And a Swedish band that were to
become a phenomenon won the Eurovision Song
Contest.  The roots of many aspects of today’s society
which we take for granted lie in the 1970s and
particularly in this, the decade’s pivotal year.
Wonderfully nostalgic. 252pp.  Paperback.
£10.99 NOW £5.50

97858 FOLLOW THE MONEY: How Much Does Britain Cost?
by Paul Johnson
Leading economist Paul Johnson heads the Institute of Fiscal Studies, a politically
neutral body holding the government to account, and this book, highly praised by
commentators such as Laura Kuenssberg and Robert Peston, lifts the lid on what
happens to our money when the state takes a slice. The three major sources of
income for the government are income tax, VAT and National Insurance contributions,
and whether the country is governed by politicians who believe in a large state or a
small state, those three taxes will determine how much there is to spend. Since the
1940s the government no longer owns the airlines, steelworks and car manufacture
that were once a key part of the national budget, and health spending has gone up
since then from about 3% to 20% of national income, even though the austerity of
the 2010s was unique in the scale of its spending cuts. Johnson is clear about balancing
tax and spending and the hard decisions that have to be made, and his complaint is
that politicians are not being honest with the public. A green tax like road fuel duty has
been systematically reduced in spite of its environmental significance because
politicians lack the courage to do what is right. The tax system is grossly unfair but no
party has the nerve to tackle it at its roots, for instance by combining all taxes, which

in the case of VAT has lost all contact with its origins. The book has its light-hearted moments, for instance the
battle between the Inland Revenue and McVitie’s as to whether Jaffa Cakes are cakes (not VAT-able) or chocolate
biscuits, which do incur VAT. They were eventually deemed to be cakes, though often found in the biscuit aisle.
Pensions, baby boomers, health and social care, incapacity benefit, poverty, the effects of Covid spending, schools
and education after school, levelling up are also among the weighty topics covered. 314pp.  Remainder mark.
£25 NOW £8  SAVE £17!

98097 DAVID LLOYD GEORGE GREAT BRITAIN Makers of the Modern
World  by Alan Sharp
Sub-titled ‘The Peace Conferences of 1919-23 and their Aftermath’, this book is about
David Lloyd George (1863-1945).  The end of the First World War saw Britain at the
height of its power.  Its fleet and air force were the largest in the world.  Its armies
had triumphed in the Middle East and spearheaded the final offensives on the Western
Front.  Britain now had to translate this military victory into the achievement of its
war aims and future security and prosperity.  Its main negotiator at the forthcoming
peace conference would be its prime minister, the ebullient and enigmatic David Lloyd
George, the ‘Welsh Wizard’, ‘the man who had won the war’.  Lloyd George’s energy
had maintained the war effort through the dark days of 1917 and early 1918, but now
he anticipated, with relish, the prospect of winning the peace.  Few were better
equipped.  He was a skilled and accomplished negotiator with the knack of reconciling
the apparently irreconcilable.  His admirers, of whom there were many, pointed to his
brilliant and agile mind, his rapid grasp of complex questions and his powers of
persuasion.  His critics, who were also numerous, distrusted his sleight of hand,
fleetness of foot and, frankly, his word.  His six months in Paris in 1919, as he pitted
his wits against formidable world leaders like Woodrow Wilson and Georges

Clemenceau, were among the most enjoyable but exhausting of his life.  He carries the day persuading
Clemenceau, Orlando and Wilson of the virtues of the British policy using Keynes’s suggestions and adding a telling
point of his own. His quickness of wit and magic of his silver tongue in the intimate setting of the Council of Four
has once more triumphed in the pursuit of British interests. This study investigates the extent to which Lloyd
George succeeded in his aims and evaluates the immediate and longer-term results of his negotiations for Britain.
Maps, photos, decorated endpapers, chronology, quotes. 276 pages, illus.
£12.99 NOW £5.50
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97034 ON
DEMOCRACIES AND
DEATH CULTS
by Douglas Murray
Israel, Hamas and the Future
of the West.  A highly
controversial and widely
discussed book examining the
Israel-Hamas conflict, beginning
with the 7 October 2023
attacks. When journalists saw
the 46-minute footage made
from the terrorists’ own
recordings, they were all
silenced. Murray compares the

terrorists’ open claims of violence with the secretive
words of the SS commander Himmler saying they
would never speak about the Holocaust in public. The
author analyses the ideological roots of Hamas and
contrasts them with Israeli political and military doctrine,
focusing on themes of violence, survival, and
international reaction to the conflict. The book discusses
events on and after 7 October, hostage-taking, and
global responses, including protests and incidents of
antisemitism.  It also situates the conflict within a
broader geopolitical context, referencing Iran, Iraq, and
long-standing regional tensions, while arguing over
interpretations of population data and military outcomes.
Provocative and polemical in tone, it presents a strongly
argued perspective on a deeply divisive contemporary
issue. 287 pages.
£25 NOW £5  SAVE £20!

97041 WHAT EVERYONE KNOWS ABOUT
BRITAIN (EXCEPT THE BRITISH)

by Michael Peel
Is Britain merely a marginal northern European island
nation, marked by injustices, corruption and a bloody
history of slavery, repression and looting? Drawing on
reporting from across Africa, the Middle East, Asia and
Europe since joining the Financial Times in 2002, Peel

reflects on revolutions, wars, coups and the UK’s
changing place in the world. He asks how Britain sees
itself, whether as a tolerant, fair-minded nation shaped

by “core values,” or as a country still influenced by
imperial history, mythmaking and nostalgia for the
Second World War.  The book examines how these

competing narratives shape politics, media and public
opinion, and compares Britain’s self-image with the
realities of other nations grappling with their own

histories and power structures.  262 pages, paperback.
£10.99 NOW £4

96762 IRREPRESSIBLE ADVENTURES WITH
BRITANNIA edited by William Roger Louis
Covering personalities, politics, and intellectual life, the
essays explore subjects from Prince Albert to Ivy
Compton-Burnett, the Observer under David Astor,
Michael Roberts and the BBC, and Robert Graves’s war
poems, alongside broader topics like the breakup of
Britain, Tarzan, Sherlock Holmes, Harry Potter, and the
Black Hole of Calcutta. Contributors also examine
historical interpretation, from A. J. P. Taylor and Hugh
Trevor-Roper to Margaret Thatcher’s impact on
scholarship, and include reflections on British studies in
the USA  between 1975-2013. 400 pages, illus.
£38 NOW £2.75  SAVE £35.25!

97113 BIRTH OF THE SOVIET SECRET
POLICE  by Boris Volodarsky

This deeply researched study traces the origins and early
development of the Soviet security state, from the

Tsarist Okhrana through to early Soviet agencies such
as the Cheka, GPU and OGPU.  Drawing on newly
available Russian archival material, it reassesses how

these organisations evolved in the years after the 1917
Revolution, challenging established assumptions about
their original purpose and functions. The book explores
internal Soviet power struggles, the consolidation of

authority under Stalin, and the roles of key
revolutionary figures such as Trotsky, alongside the

Comintern’s activities as an instrument of international
influence. While British networks operated inside Russia
and later from Riga, Helsinki, and Stockholm, young

Soviet officers were dispatched to London, Paris, Berlin
and Constantinople. 393 pages, photos.

£25 NOW £10  SAVE £15!
97144 DETAILS: ICONIC MEN’S
ACCESSORIES  by Josh Sims
A sophisticated exploration of the stories behind the
ultimate, classic accessories in men’s fashion, weaving
together design history, cultural influence, and the many
famous actors and personalities who made these objects
legendary. Here are loafers and espadrilles, the pork pie
hat and the bowler, the Trilby and the bucket hat, the
cowboy hat to boxer shorts and pyjamas, cufflinks and
the pilot’s watch, the rucksack and the satchel, beards
and tattoos, the pocket square and gloves to sunglasses,
all illustrated in examples from famous mostly Americans
like Elvis Presley in swimming shorts posing on a
surfboard or Peter O’Toole in a pair of Derbys in 1962.
Large softback, colour and archive photos and film stills.
176 pages.
$29.95 NOW £5
97376 ARCHITECTS OF TERROR Paranoia,
Conspiracy and Anti-Semitism In Franco’s
Spain  by Sir Paul Preston
A Times History Book of the Year, a new history of
how paranoia, conspiracy and anti-Semitism was used to
justify the military coup of 1936 and enabled the
construction of a dictatorship built on violence and
persecution. The Spanish military coup of 1936 was
launched to overturn the social and economic reforms of
the democratic Second Republic, and its educational and
cultural challenges to the established order.  The
consequent civil war was fought in the interests of the
landowners, industrialists, bankers, clerics and army
officers whose privileges were threatened.  However, a
central justification for a war that took the lives of
around 500,000 Spaniards was that it was being fought
to combat an alleged scheme for world domination by a
non-existent ‘Jewish- Masonic-Bolshevik Conspiracy’.  In
a country with a tiny minority of Jews, perhaps fewer
than 6000 in 1936, and a similar number of Freemasons,
the book touches on bestselling books and multiple
publications which include included tomes on sodomy
and on Satanism. The result is a detailed and disturbing
account of how propaganda, conspiracy theories and
nostalgia for lost imperial power contributed to a
dictatorship and the deaths of hundreds of thousands.
463 page large softback, photos.
£16.99 NOW £7.50

97394 GREAT WAVE
by Michiko Kakutani
This book argues that declining
trust in institutions has opened
space for disruptive figures,
from populist politicians to
activists, hackers and
entrepreneurs, who challenge
established systems and
reshape governance, business
and culture.  Drawing
comparisons with earlier
historical turning points, it
examines volatility, uncertainty
and the shifting balance of
power, asking whether these

changes signal collapse or renewal and outlines the
consequences of these new asymmetries of power,
looking back to similar turning points in history, from the
waning of the Middle Ages to the aftermath of WWII to
find a way forward.  Ultimately, it presents the current
era as a moment of instability but also potential
transformation, where chaos and innovation coexist. 238
pages, paperback, illus.
£14.99 NOW £4
97396 IF RUSSIA WINS: A Scenario
by Carlo Masala
Set in March 2028, this geopolitical scenario imagines
Russian forces capturing the Estonian town of Narva and
the island of Hiiumaa, marking a dramatic escalation
after the war in Ukraine.  As Europe’s military
preparedness is tested, the book examines whether
NATO’s Article 5 would be triggered and how the
alliance might respond, including the extreme risk of
nuclear escalation.  Written by military expert Carlo
Masala, it explores the fragility of European security and
the consequences of Russian expansion into the Baltic
region, presenting a stark “what if” scenario grounded in
current geopolitical tensions.  Short, urgent, and
speculative, it asks how the West would respond if
peace in Europe were truly broken. 118 pages,
paperback, translated from German.
£9.99 NOW £4.50

97395 HISTORY IN THE
HOUSE: Some Remarkable
Dons and the Teaching of
Politics, Character and
Statecraft  by Richard
Davenport-Hines
A Spectator Best Book of the
Year. 500 years ago, Thomas
Wolsey endowed in Oxford a
foundation he called Cardinal’s
College.  Henry VIII, the
monarch who dismissed and
ruined him, re-established it as
Christ Church later in his reign
as an institution rich, spacious

and imposing beyond any other. This book examines the
intimate connections between British politics, statecraft
and the Oxford University history course.  It explores
the temperaments, ideas, imagination, prejudices,
intentions and influence of a select and self-regulated
group of men who taught modern history at Christ
Church: Frederick York Powell, Heath, anarchist and
jingo; Arthur Hassall, Keith Feiling, J. C. Masterman,
doyen of the modern history corps, Roy Harrod, Patrick
Gordon Walker, Hugh Trevor-Roper and Robert Blake;
by turns an unruly Victorian radical, a staunch legitimist
of the Protestant settlement, a Tory, a Whig, a
Keynesian, a socialist, a rationalist who enjoyed
mischief, and a student of realpolitik who enjoyed the
busy hum of rumour and intrigue. It also touches on the
influence they have used in the significance of their
arguments to public life today.  A shrewd, amusing and
elegant book. 420 pages, colour plates, 28 illus.
£26 NOW £8.50  SAVE £17.50!

97404 ON THIS DAY IN POLITICS
by Iain Dale

Britain’s political history in 365 days from the broadcaster
in his opinionated book on key moments in British

political history. He notes occurrences from every day of
the year from the 1st of January 1973 when Britain

joined the European economic community, the 2nd of
January 1807 when Lord Grenville introduced the slave
trade Bill into the House of Lords, through to the year

end when on Saturday 31st of December 1960 National
Service ended. From the first meeting of an elected

English parliament on 20 January 1265 to the tabling of
the Bill of Rights on 13 February 1689; from the Peterloo

Massacre of 16 August 1819 to Britain voting to leave
the EU on 23 June 2016, there is a growing thirst for

knowledge about the history of our constitutional
settlement, our party system and how our parliamentary

democracy has developed. 390 pages, line art.
£20 NOW £7.50

97662 BORN IN THE 1930s
by Tim Glynne-Jones
Here are teeny tiny tots in miniature racing cars, children
on a merry-go-round at Butlins in Skegness, nursery
school children taking their afternoon nap, enjoying their
tricycles, the outdoor lido, the Golden Age of steam,
school dinners, away days, Blackpool beach, bunting
across the streets for the Silver Jubilee in 1935, London
Transport, charabancs and outings, dancing girls on
stage, Billingsgate Fish Market, fencing on the roof of
the Lyons corner house, Tiller Girls, gasmasks and more.
Amid all the political and financial upheaval, it was a
decade that saw many traditions shaken to their
foundations, the abdication of Edward VIII, great leaps
forward in health and education, and the launch of BBC
TV. Fabulous Getty images on every page. 144pp.
£6.99 NOW £3.99 MORE OVER PAGE
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96755 EGYPTIANS
by Jack Shenker
Shenker’s The Egyptians: A
Radical History of Egypt’s
Unfinished Revolution is a
deeply immersive, on-the-
ground account of the country’s
struggle since the 2011 uprising
that ousted Hosni Mubarak.
Drawing on his years living in
Cairo, from workers seizing
control of factories and
squatters defying state
violence, to graffiti artists
reclaiming urban space, DJs

spreading underground music, and Bedouins confronting
government nuclear sites, Shenker portrays the rebellion
as a broad, ongoing popular struggle against authoritarian
control and economic exclusion. The book explores the
courage, creativity, and radical ideas - about democracy,
social justice, and sovereignty - emerging from
communities and individuals across Egypt. 544 pages.
$32.50 NOW £1.90
95976 CHINESE IN BRITAIN: A History of
Visitors and Settlers  by Barclay Price
Over 400,000 Chinese now live in Britain, many
arriving as students, businesspeople, or tourists. This
book traces the 300-year history of Chinese visitors and
settlers, focusing on people from the area now
comprising the People’s Republic of China, including
Hong Kong.  The narrative covers sailors lodging
between voyages, the rise of London and Liverpool
Chinatowns, servants, missionaries, exhibitions,
ambassadors, and interactions with British royalty. It
also provides extended biographies of notable Chinese
who settled in Britain and examines episodes of suspicion
and prejudice arising from cultural and physical
differences. Colour photos, 288 pages.
£20 NOW £1.50  SAVE £18.50!
95992 HIPPIE CHIC
by Lauren Whitley
For some, hippy style was the opposite of chic -
associated with scruffiness and a rejection of
couture in favour of bold combinations of colour, fabric
and pattern. Yet these influences filtered up into high
fashion houses such as Halston and Yves Saint Laurent,
inspired by bohemian boutiques, avant-garde labels and
musicians like the Beatles, Janis Joplin and Jimi Hendrix.
Fashion moved between trippy, retro and ethnic
influences, incorporating Indian and tapestry motifs, tie-
dye, velvet, fringes and embroidered designs. Designers
such as Thea Porter, Ossie Clark and Patrick Lichfield
helped define the era, alongside the BIBA aesthetic,
patchwork styles and vivid acid colours.  Richly illustrated
with 145 colour images, this 152-page large volume
captures the eclectic, influential spirit of 1960s-70s fashion.
$35 NOW £6

96084 AT THE EDGE OF
EMPIRE  by Edward Wong
‘A Family’s Reckoning with
China’ is this sub-title of this
investigation into Edward
Wong’s father’s past in
Communist China while serving
as Beijing bureau chief,
exploring civil rights struggles in
Xinjiang, Tibet and Hong Kong.
As a young man, he fell under
the spell of Chairman Mao’s
promise of a powerful China,
spending years in the People’s
Liberation Army.  His journey

took him from Manchuria during the Korean War to
Xinjiang on the Central Asian frontier until, disillusioned
with the Communist Party, he planned a desperate
escape to Hong Kong in 1962.  After settling in America,
Yook Kearn Wong rarely spoke of his native land.  When
his son Edward became the Beijing bureau chief at ‘The
New York Times’, he began investigating his father’s
mysterious past. 450pp photos, maps.
£25 NOW £3  SAVE £22!
96540 OTHER PANDEMIC: How QAnon
Contaminated the World  by James Ball
It all began with an anonymous online platform called
4chan, which was a message board quickly developing
its own vocabulary, with pornographic, homophobic or
racist slurs.  Hillary Clinton became a target in 2017 with
a conspiracy theory linking her to a satanic paedophile
ring, and the QAnon conspiracy theory developed from
this, with Clinton and Obama cast as high-ranking
officials whom Trump was fighting to expose. At one
point 44 percent of the Republican party believed that
anti-Covid vaccinations were used by Bill Gates to
implant a microchip. This fascinating exposé covers
many false claims, some of which arose from the best
intentions, and finishes with Q’s disappearance following
the 6 January storming of the Capitol.  An alarming
read. 279pp, paperback.
£9.99 NOW £3
96751 CREATING HITLER’S GERMANY: The
Birth of Extremism  by Tim Heath
A vivid, accessible introduction to Germany under Hitler,
tracing the nation’s turbulent path from the devastation
of WWI and the Treaty of Versailles through the collapse
of the dream of a thousand-year Reich in World War II.
Weaving together the experiences of three German
families, Heath illuminates everyday life, military
service, and the moral conscience of ordinary citizens,
using rare and previously untapped sources.  While some
may find his description of the closing stages of WWII as
a ‘reciprocal genocide of Germans’ provocative, the book
provides essential context for understanding the
pressures, choices, and tragedies that shaped German
society. 30 rare archive photos. 220 pages.
£25 NOW £4.50  SAVE £20.50!
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98041 EVERYTHING
IS PREDICTABLE
by Tom Chivers
Sub-titled ‘How Bayes’
Remarkable
Theorem Explains
the World’, Guardian
Science and Nature Book
of the Year, and shortlisted
for the Royal Society
Trivedi Science Book Prize
2024.  ‘Fascinating, witty
and perspective-shifting’ I
finished it not only better
informed about a
captivating branch of
mathematics, but with an
invigorating sense of

greater purchase on the world’ - Oliver Burkeman.
Thomas Bayes was an 18th century Presbyterian
minister and amateur mathematician whose obscure life
belied the profound impact of his work.  Fusing
biography, razor-sharp science communication and
intellectual history, this book is a captivating tour of
Bayes’ theorem and its impact on modern life.  From
medical testing to artificial intelligence, Tom Chivers
shows how a single compelling idea can have far-
reaching consequences. For anyone engaged in evidence
based decision-making which really is all of us, this is an
enthralling popular maths book highly praised by critics.
303 page paperback.
£10.99 NOW £5

97015 BIG BANG OF NUMBERS  by Manil Suri
Subtitled ‘How to Build the Universe Using Only Maths’.
Our universe has multiple origin stories, from religious
creation myths to the Big Bang of scientists.  But if we
leave those behind and start from nothing, no matter, no
cosmos, not even empty space, could we create a
universe using only maths?  Manil Suri uses maths to
create our world starting with numbers and continuing
through geometry, algebra, arithmetic, patterns, physics
and beyond. His chapters touch on the fourth and higher
dimensions, the algebra of distance, Nature’s soft spot,
fractals, the why and how of Nature’s patterns, a
universe run by laws, time and space, the curvature of
space time, close encounters of the infinite kind and
beyond.  367 page well illustrated paperback.
£12.99 NOW £4.50

97625 HISTORY OF
MEDICINE IN TWELVE
OBJECTS
by Dr Carol Cooper
Discover the remarkable
stories behind the objects
that transformed medicine.
From ancient trepanning to
prosthetic hips, each
instrument reveals how our
understanding of the human
body and the art of healing
have evolved.  The
trephine, used to cut holes in
the skull, takes us back
12,000 years to the earliest
known neurosurgery.
Hippocrates later described

trepanning for skull fractures, while John Hughlings
Jackson pioneered modern neurology. The microscope
brought another revolution, allowing Malpighi and Van
Leeuwenhoek to explore tissues and microbes, paving
the way for Pasteur, Lister, antibiotics and the fight
against MRSA.  Discover the impact of stethoscopes,
anaesthetics, syringes, X-rays, scans, obstetric forceps,
ECT, heart-lung machines and prosthetic hips, alongside
the darker story of drugs such as Pentothal.  A
fascinating journey through the instruments, discoveries
and sometimes surprising missteps that changed
medicine forever. 298pp, timeline, line drawings.
£18.99 NOW £6
97171 THIS IS YOUR MIND ON PLANTS
by Michael Pollan
Pollan explores three very different drugs - opium,
caffeine and mescaline - and throws the fundamental
strangeness of our thinking about them into sharp relief.
Chapters include The Orphan Psychedelic, in which we
meet the cacti, the birth of a new religion, peeking inside
the teepee, and drunk at the wheel. Pollan reckons with
the powerful human attraction to psychoactive plants,
and the equally powerful taboos. A unique blend of
history, science, memoir and reportage. 274 page
paperback.
£10.99 NOW £3
97380 COUNTING by Benjamin Wardhaugh
Subtitled ‘Humans, History and the Infinite Lives of
Numbers’.  Acclaimed historian and mathematician
Benjamin Wardhaugh draws on stories from the Stone
Age to cyberspace in pursuit of the elusive, fascinating,
endlessly diverse history of human counting. We see
counting used, and changed, by Indian scholars using
number symbols, Chinese peasants and Papuan
shopkeepers making machines that count in East Asia;
counting words and more in the Pacific world; and we
meet the distinctive numerous agendas of Mayan kings,
US governments and Korean vloggers. Blending history,
anthropology and popular science, it shows counting not
as a neutral tool, but as a deeply cultural practice that
both reflects and shapes how humans understand and
organise the world. 376 pages. Illustrated.
£25 NOW £7  SAVE £18!

97714 JAMES HUTTON: The Genius of Time  by Ray Perman
Meet James Hutton, the brilliant and wonderfully unconventional thinker who transformed
our understanding of the Earth. Often overlooked among the giants of the Scottish
Enlightenment, Hutton’s Theory of the Earth revolutionised ideas about how our planet was
formed and helped lay the foundations of modern geology.  A doctor, farmer, businessman
and chemist, Hutton called himself simply a philosopher - a seeker after truth. Chapters
covers his fascination with fossils, turning soot into gold, a Junto of Jacobites and Tories,
death and age. A friend of James Watt and Adam Smith, he wrote about everything from
fossils and rainfall to language, while refusing status and official honours. He kept his strong
Scots accent, loved jokes and could apparently start a party in an empty room.  Yet much
of his life remains mysterious. His papers, library and mineral collection disappeared after his
death, and only a few letters survive. New sources and original documents now reveal
more about this extraordinary polymath, including his secret son, whom he supported
throughout his life.  Exploring his fascination with fossils, alchemy, Jacobite politics, ageing
and death, this fascinating biography finally places Hutton among the true geniuses of his
age.  290pp, timeline, colour photos and engravings.
£25 NOW £8.50  SAVE £16.50!

97151 HUMAN COMPATIBLE: AI and the Problem of Control  by Stuart Russell
A leading artificial intelligence researcher lays out a new approach to AI that will enable us to coexist successfully
with increasingly intelligent machines. Russell describes the near-term benefits we can expect, from intelligent
personal assistants to vastly accelerated scientific research, and outlines the AI breakthroughs that still have to
happen before we reach superhuman AI.  He also spells out the ways humans are already finding to misuse AI,
from lethal autonomous weapons to viral sabotage.  Russell suggests that we can rebuild AI on a new foundation,
and such machines would be humble, altruistic, and committed to pursue our objectives, not theirs. 335 page
paperback. Photos.
£10.99 NOW £3.50

97047 CELSIUS: A Life and Death by Degrees
by Ian Hembrow
The 18th century Swedish scientist, who gave his name to the temperature scale,
Celsius was not only the father of modern climatology and earth sciences but also a
practitioner of astronomy and the whole realm of natural philosophy - mathematics,
geophysics - and a multilingual pioneer of measurement, data and analysis. He later
moved  to the Swedish Royal Society and finally himself becoming Uppsala’s Professor
of Astronomy. Travels throughout Europe followed, studying sea levels and the
northern lights, including a trip to London in 1735, where he met Halley at the
Greenwich Royal Observatory, and the polymath Sir Hans Sloane. The author vividly
imagines Celsius’s first sight of St Paul’s Cathedral, only a few decades old, in a city
newly rebuilt after the great fire of 1666.  London was followed by a hazardous trip to
the Arctic, and on the resumption of his studies in Uppsala Celsius introduced the
temperature scale named after him, three years before his untimely death from
tuberculosis. 304pp, colour photos, timeline, maps.
£25 NOW £8.50

97377 BOOK OF WONDERS: The Many Lives of Euclid’s Elements
by Benjamin Wardhaugh
Euclid’s Elements of Geometry was a book that changed the world, often hailed as the world’s first textbook which
shaped 2000 years of art, philosophy and literature, as well as science and maths. Wardhaugh takes us on a journey
through history and around the globe, from an ancient Athens to the workshops of Restoration London, from the
Jewish mission in China to the artisans of Medieval Baghdad.  He muses on people whose lives were touched -
artists, philosophers, teachers, playwrights, painters, poets and more.  The book chases through the byways of
Medieval scriptoria, the rubbish heaps of ancient Egypt, and the streets of Revolutionary Paris ranging between
Ptolemy and Isaac Newton, Hobbes and Lewis Carroll, and from Alexandria and Byzantium and from Plato to Mary
Fairfax and Max Ernst. 403 page large softback, illustrated.
£16.99 NOW £5

97384 ENDLESS FORMS: The Secret World of Wasps
by Seirian Sumner
Where bees and ants have long been the darlings of the insect world, wasps are much
older, cleverer and more diverse. They are the bee’s evolutionary ancestors - flying 100
million years earlier - and today they are just as essential for the survival of our
environment.  Bee ecologist Professor Seirian Sumner argues that the wasp has
forgotten how to hunt.  With endless surprises, this book might teach you about the
wasps that spend their entire lives sealed inside a fig, about stinging wasps, about
parasitic wasps, about wasps that turn cockroaches into living zombies, about how wasps
taught us to make paper.  As both predator and pollinator, the wasp is an essential pest
controller worldwide.  Inside their sophisticated social worlds is the best model we have
for the earth’s major evolutionary transitions.  In their understudied biology are clues to
progressing medicine, including a possible cure for cancer. 387 pages 16 pages of
fascinating close-up colour photos.
£20 NOW £8

SCIENCE AND MATHS

97400 MAGICK OF MATTER: Crystals, Chaos and the Wizardry of Physic by Felix Flicker
Imagine you had a crystal that lit upon your command: magic must be at work, and you must surely be a wizard.
The modern term for wizardry is condensed matter physics.  It is the study of the world around us - the states of
matter and how they emerge from the quantum realm.  Thanks to its practical magic we can make lasers which cut
through solid metal, trains which hover in mid-air, and crystals which light our homes.  It is one of the best-kept
secrets in science; a third of all physicists work on it, yet its story has never been told.  We go in search of the
philosopher’s stone, through the physics of dirt, the four elements, the magic of crystals, reflections on the motive
power of fire, beyond the fields we know, spells of division and protection and the boundless vista. 238 pages.
£20 NOW £7
96716 FOREIGN BODIES: Pandemics, Vaccines & the Health of Nations by Simon Schama
World-renowned historian Simon Schama begins with the global Covid outbreak of 2020 and expands into a
sweeping history of pandemics and inoculation, centred on the remarkable Ukrainian scientist Waldemar Haffkine.
Haffkine saved millions in British India with vaccines against cholera and bubonic plague, even testing them on
himself, yet when a contaminated batch led to deaths and he was unjustly discredited.  Schama explores the
ecological imbalances highlighted by Covid, from disrupted human-animal relationships to the wider consequences
of industrial farming and antibiotic use. He traces earlier breakthroughs in inoculation, from Lady Mary Wortley
Montagu introducing smallpox inoculation to Britain in the 18th century to pioneering bacteriological research from
Odesa to the Pasteur Institute and India. 465 pages, photos.
$32.99 NOW £5

97397 INSIDE THE STARGAZER’S PALACE  by Violet Moller
Enter the mysterious world of 16th century science, where astronomers and alchemists
shared laboratories.  In 1543, Nicolaus Copernicus declared the earth revolved around the
Sun, overturning centuries of scholastic presumption. A new age was coming into view,
one guided by observation, technology and logic. From the icy Danish observatory of
Tycho Brahe, to the smoky, sulphur-stained workshop of John Dee, Violet Moller tours the
intellectual heart of early European science. Exploring its rich, multidisciplinary culture, she
reveals a dazzling forgotten world, where all knowledge, no matter how arcane, could be
pursued in good faith. Rich in detail, chapters cover Nuremberg, Louvain, Mortlake the
universal library, Kassel, Hven an island of Urania, Prague, and Atlantis, a vision of the
future. 291 pages.
£25 NOW £6
96667 NIGHT SKY ALMANAC: A Stargazer’s Guide to 2025 Box Set
by Storm Dunlop and Royal Observatory Greenwich
This elegant slipcased set brings together two beautifully produced hardbacks: Weather

Almanac and Night Sky Almanac.  Weather Almanac offers a month-by-month look at Britain’s weather, drawing
on historic extremes and notable events from 2023. Each month includes sunrise and sunset times, moon phases,
twilight diagrams, and weather-related anniversaries. The final section covers regional climates, cloud types, storm
surges, the Beaufort scale, tornado and hail intensity scales, and tips for observing and measuring weather. Richly
illustrated with maps, diagrams and photographs, it includes an A-Z thumb index and a ribbon marker. 272pp.  The
companion Night Sky Almanac is a practical stargazer’s guide for 2025, covering meteor showers, major celestial
events, the Moon, circumpolar constellations, and monthly sky charts for both hemispheres. 272pp, illus,
pagemarker.
£20 NOW £6
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97849 CLANLANDS
ALMANAC: Seasonal
Stories From Scotland
by Sam Heughan and
Graham McTavish
The hugely popular
American television series
Men in Kilts sees Sam and
Graham embarking on a
road trip round Scotland
sampling the food, the
history, the landscape and
everything Scottish. This
book is a spin-off from the
series in the form of a
competitive dialogue
between Sam and
Graham, taking us through

the Scottish year in a highly entertaining and informative
set of cameos each based on a particular month and
incorporating seasonal recipes, Dram of the Month,
Battle of the Month, and so on. According to Graham,
“this book is a masterpiece of the sly dig, the robust
rejoinder and the sharp backhand, laced with an
exaggeration of the truth.” Or, as Sam puts it, “Hold on
to your hats, gird your loins and watch out for oversized
haggis!” Clans feature largely in Scottish culture, none of
them more feared than the Campbells, who embraced
the Protestant killjoy ethic by killing people as well as
joy. When you see the pub sign “We don’t serve
Campbells” it should not be taken as referring to soup.
Food looms large on this trip, and recipes include
Seaweed Butter, BBQ Langoustines, and Lobster
Masala. May is Clan McTavish month but also whisky
Month, and Sam elbows Graham out of the spotlight
with a plug for his own award-winning whisky label
Sassenach, following it up with a trip round Hebridean
brands such as Bruichladdich or Bunnahabhain. According
to professional Scotsman Billy Connolly there are two
seasons in Scotland, June and winter, and the month of
June enables the two travellers to discourse on Scottish
dancing, the Battle of Bannockburn against the English in
1314 (2-0 to Scotland), and the Battle of Glenshiel in
1719, with Rob Roy McGregor fighting for the Jacobites
against the Government who used a recently invented
type of grenade to rout the rebels. And as we expected,
both writers have tall tales to tell of performing at the
Edinburgh Festival. A mine of information about all
things Scottish. 344pp, line drawings.
£16.99 NOW £6.99

97872 SKYE & THE
WESTERN ISLES: New
Edition
by Deborah Penrith
Revised and updated 2022
edition of a popular book first
published in 2002.  With maps
and guides there is practical
information on
accommodation and the great
outdoors with background
information on climate,
geography, history,
economy, the Gaelic
language, boat trips and
cruises, drinking and

entertainment, sport and recreation and a calendar of
events.  Explore Skye, Sleat and the South, Dunvegan
and the West and also the Inner Hebrides, Outer
Hebrides, the Firth of Clyde Island and there are 25
maps including Mull, Iona, Islay, Lewis & Harris, Bute,
Rothesay and Millport.  The Western Isles present a rich
variety of terrain and wildlife, from the stark beauty of
the Cuillin and the mountains of Skye to the palm trees
of Arran, and each guarantees visitors a magical
experience.  Info on the most scenic walks and climbs,
liveliest festivals and ceilidhs, the most impressive
castles and blackhouses, and the best places to fish for
trout and giant skate.  323 pages in large softback with
glossary and index, 25 maps.
£12.99 NOW £5

97073 EDINBURGH: THE
AUTOBIOGRAPHY
by Alan Taylor
Edinburgh, said the poet Hugh
MacDiarmid, ‘is a mad God’s
dream’. History is part of the
city’s fabric and all those who
walk through its narrow closes
or elegant squares are
following in the footsteps of
Mary, Queen of Scots, John
Knox and the many geniuses
who created the
Enlightenment. Many of its
authors are familiar like Robert
Louis Stevenson, Walter Scott,

Muriel Spark and Ian Rankin, but just as many are not.
The thoughts and experiences of murderers and
thieves, poets and philosophers, impresarios and
visionaries, sporting superstars and Hollywood idols,
natives and tourists all combined to create a glorious
tapestry of a city which never fails to excite, infuriate,
amuse and inspire. Chapters include A School for
Scandal, Dissolution and Disruption, The City in Winter,
War Doctors, Prime Women and the Morningside
Question. 346 pages.
£20 NOW £6.50
97713 HIGHLANDS
by Paul Murton
From the presenter of BBC TV’s Grand Tours of the
Scottish Islands, Paul Murton journeys the length and
breadth of the spectacularly beautiful Scottish Highlands.
In addition to bringing a fresh eye to popular destinations
such as Glencoe, Ben Nevis, Loch Ness and the
Cairngorms, he also explores the lochs of the Trossachs,
Glen Ogle, Comrie and Aberfeldy, Loch Tay, Dunkeld,
Drumochter, Dalwhinnie, Breadalbane, Rannoch Moor,
the Mamore Forest, Corrour, Fort William to
Newtonmore, Achnacarry to Culloden via Invergarry
and Loch Ness and the Great Glen, Kingussie to
Aviemore and the Cairngorms, Corgarff Castle, Ballater
to Breamar and some remote and little-known locations
hidden off the beaten track.  He uncovers some strange
tales, myths and legends along the way: stories of
Jacobites who were hunted down, clan warfare, murder,
transportation to the colonies, Tartan banned, army
occupation and cattle rustling as well as some hilarious
anecdotes.  Paperback, 228 pages, colour photos.
£17.99 NOW £7.99
97712 GLASGOW STREET NAMES: New
Edition  by Carol Foreman
There is a story in the name of almost every street and
district in Glasgow and Foreman not only investigates
the influences and inspirations for many of the city’s
most famous thoroughfares, but also considers the origins
of particular districts, buildings and even the great River
Clyde itself and associations, sentiment, royalty,
distinguished persons, historical events etc. This revised
edition includes new information on city-centre street
names from the M8 to the north bank of the Clyde, to
Glasgow Green and Bridgeton in the east and to
Kingston Bridge in the west.  Also included are the
districts of the Gorbals, the West End and Anderston and
monuments and areas with unusual names.  Packed
with fascinating information and enhanced with over a
hundred photographs and drawings.  Paperback, map,
index, 174 glossy pages.
£12.99 NOW £6.50  BACK IN STOCK
97720 SCOTTISH QUOTATIONS
by David Ross
Never trust a man who, left alone with a tea cosy in a
room, doesn’t try it on, Billy Connolly once said, and
Janice Galloway In Scotland, talking about yourself is
considered the eighth deadly sin. This collection spans
the entire gamut of a nation’s recorded thought and
experience from Roman Scotland to the present day.  It
covers the literary to the colloquial and bawdy, via
advice, aphorisms, the animal kingdom, art, childhood,
commerce, costume, death, education, family, fantasy,
food, human nature, landscape, law, medicine, music,
politics, religion, the sea, weather, sport, reflections,
war, language, writers and more.  Packed with sharp
observation and humour, meditative, triumphant, tragic,
accusing, tender. 160 page paperback.
£6.99 NOW £4

97717 PLACENAMES OF SCOTLAND: Fully
Revised and Updated  by Iain Taylor
Placenames are a constant source of debate and the
explanation is not what you expect at first sight.  Who
was Edwin, whose name is said to live on in that of
Scotland’s capital city?  Are the ‘drum’ and ‘chapel’ still to
be found in Drumchapel?  And which ‘king’ had a ‘seat’
in Kingseat in Perthshire?  The answers to these and
many similar questions are often not what might be
expected at first sight and have their origins in many
languages - including Gaelic, Pictish, Brythonic, Norse,
Anglo-Saxon, Scots and Modern English - that have
been spoken in Scotland. Features more than 8,000
placenames, from districts, towns and villages to rivers,
Gaelic pronunciation, common generic elements,
settlements, lochs and seas, islands and rivers,
mountains, hills, and also includes a comprehensive
introduction and maps. 274 page paperback.
£12.99 NOW £6.50
97652 NORTHERN LIGHTS: A History of the
Arctic Scots  by Edward Cowan
The remarkable, untold Scottish story of the search for
the Northwest Passage. From the defeat of Napoleon to
the outbreak of the Crimean War, Scottish explorers
played a remarkable role in one of history’s greatest
adventures.  Veteran John Ross of Stranraer led Britain’s
first postwar Arctic expedition, accompanied by his
brilliant nephew James Clark Ross, who would discover
the Magnetic North Pole and later lead an epic Antarctic
expedition. After John’s failure in 1818, uncle and
nephew endured 54 months stranded around Prince
Regent Inlet and the Gulf of Boothia, developing
surprisingly warm relations with the Inuit. The search
was a saga of courage, tragedy, endurance and
adventure. Attempts repeatedly failed, culminating in
the disastrous Franklin expedition, when two ships and
129 men disappeared. Among the Scottish heroes were
Dr John Richardson, naturalist, accidental cannibal and
executioner, and Orcadian John Rae, who uncovered
crucial evidence of Franklin’s fate.  With a lively
chronological sweep, Edward Cowan finally brings
Scotland’s overlooked Arctic explorers into the spotlight -
a thrilling read for anyone fascinated by the frozen north
and the extraordinary people who dared to explore it.
412 pages, 31 illus, colour plates, timeline and map.
£30 NOW £8  SAVE £22!

98039 DEFINITIVE
BOOK OF BODY
LANGUAGE  by Allan and
Barbara Pease
Sub-titled ‘How to Read
Others’ Attitudes by their
Gestures’ this worldwide
bestseller teaches you how to
read anyone, anytime,
anywhere.  Lookout for a leg
clamp, the double handed
handshake, thumbs protruding
from coat pocket and other
thumb displays, the pupil test
for eyes, steepled fingers,

smiling advice, the world’s worst handshakes like the
wet fish, mirroring the other person’s body language, the
male crotch obsession, and the 9 golden keys to making
a first grade impression.  People’s gestures give away

their true
intentions, but most
of us miss the
signals.  After
reading this book,
you won’t.
Drawing on
decades of research
from evolutionary
biology,
psychology and
medical
technologies, you
will learn how to
make a positive

impression on others, how to tell if someone is lying,
how to interview and negotiate successfully, how to
make yourself likeable and approachable, how to read
between the lines of what is said, how to bond quickly
and get others to cooperate.  Filled with fascinating
insights, this groundbreaking book will give you
confidence and control in any situation.  Well illustrated
with line art and photos. 392 page paperback.
£12.99 NOW £6
96319 BICARBONATE OF SODA: 100s of
Household Uses
by Diane and Jon Sutherland et al
If you could find a naturally occurring product that you
could use as a deodorant, a toothpaste, an exfoliant and
an antiseptic, to clean out your pots and pans, shampoo
your pets, clean out a swimming pool, kill cockroaches
and relieve insect bites and stings.  And you can buy it
today for pennies.  Known as bicarbonate of soda,
bicarb, baking soda, bread soda, sodium bicarbonate,
saleratus or even sodium hydrogen carbonate.
Indigestion, deodorising clothes, smelly feet, a dry skin
bath additive, razor burns, smoky clothes, pet cages and
accessories, metal cleaning, floors and tiles, leather and
vinyl furniture and the loo, flush away your cleaning
problems, improve your health and the appearance of
many of your goods. Also includes delicious recipes and
colour photos. 256 page softback.
£9.99 NOW £5
97201 SPEAK: All You Need to Know
by Diana Matha
Chapters include how to write and prepare your speech,
tailor it for your audience, how to use your voice, how
to make sure you are heard and understood, what to
wear, using visual aids, coping with last-minute nerves,
radiating confidence, how to move and stand, and how
to use body language.  With practical tips and techniques
for building self-esteem, exercising your voice, and
controlling your breath, the book will take you through
every stage of public speaking from concept to
triumphant finish. 128 glossy pages, colour photos.
£12.99 NOW £4.50

SCOTTISH INTEREST HOW TO…

98096 HOMECOMING: The
Scottish Years of Mary, Queen of
Scots  by Rosemary Goring
One of the most famous queens in
history, Mary Stuart lived in her
homeland for just 12 years: as a
dauntless child who laughed at her
friends’ seasickness as they sailed to
safety in France and later, on her return
as an 18-year-old widow to take control
of a nation riven with factions, dissent
and religious strife.  Brief though her
time in Scotland was, her experience
profoundly influenced who she was and
what happened to her.  Her tumultuous
reign ended in abdication and escape to

England where she became the prisoner of her cousin Elizabeth I
until her execution in 1587. In this book, Rosemary Goring tells the
story of Mary’s Scottish years through the often dramatic and atmospheric locations and settings where the events
that shaped her life took place and also examines the part Scotland, and its tumultuous court and culture, played in
her downfall.  Whether or not Mary Stuart emerges blameless or guilty, in this evocative retelling she can be seen
for who she really was.  Locations included: Linlithgow Palace, Stirling Castle, Dumbarton Castle, Leith, Holyrood
Palace, Crichton Castle, Darnaway Castle, Huntly Castle, Spynie Palace, Falkland Palace, Seton Palace, St
Andrews and Fife, Dunbar Castle, Edinburgh Castle, Traquair House, Hermitage Castle, Jedburgh, Mary Queen of
Scots House, Craigmillar Castle, Edinburgh and Kirk o’ Field, Borthwick Castle, Carberry Hill, Lochleven Castle,
Langside and Dundrennan Abbey.  20 pages of colour plates and other photos, family trees and maps. 306 pages.
£22 NOW £8.50

98035 BOHEMIAN STYLE AT
HOME: A Room by Room Guide
by Kate Young
Forget about famous designers and
carefully planned decorating schemes -
boho is a style often built up over time
and is the antithesis of trend-following.
Bohemian style is characterised by free-
flowing fabrics, bright colours and a
multitude of clashing patterns.  Heavily
inspired by the 1960s and 1970s free-
spirited way of life, it is one of the most
versatile styles of decoration.
Sometimes rule-breaking and always
personal, it could be best described as an
effort to live in complete harmony with

your surroundings.  This handbook shows how to create a tailor-made Bohemian home room by room.  Working
through the house one room at a time, it highlights classic items of furniture and signature accessories, from chandeliers
and kilims to plants and lanterns.  There is an excellent section on signature colours in a series of medallions accented
by hues  of red, orange, pink, green and blue sitting opposite each other on the colour wheel, appearing to be a riot of
colour but in fact a tight palette on display.  In-depth case studies demonstrate the essential elements and provide
inspiration, while colour combinations are explored to help personalise this iconic style for the home.  It may be as
simple as a le creuset cook pot, a G Plan dining table or an Ercol chair, a macrame wall hanging or textural ambient or
accent lighting, a wicker chair plus how to use plants and items from the thrift shop.  Anyone who hankers after the
Bohemian look and is eager to bring home a rich, timeless mixture of texture, colour clashes and layering. Colour
photos, 192pp, softback from Thames & Hudson.
£15 NOW £7

97690 SCOTLAND’S MALT WHISKY
DISTILLERIES: Revised Edition

by John Hughes
An excellent book for the whisky enthusiast illustrated

with around 175 colour illustrations of distilleries old and
new and of the processes involved in the manufacture of
Scotland’s biggest single export.  Here are postcards and

beautifully graphic designed posters, old maltings and
kiln buildings, glorious labels and advertising and such

delightful names of the most successful single malt
Scotch whiskies notably The Macallan, Glen Morangie,
Cardhu, Glen Grant, Lagavulin, The Glenlivet, Highland

Park and Glenfiddich.  The largest key player in the
business is Diageo PLC which owns 28 distilleries and

international brand names which have stood the test of
time like Johnnie Walker, Dewar’s, Teacher’s, White

Horse, Black & White, J & B Rare and Haig.  Covering
the making, whisky regions, the uneasy history, the

distilleries 1775 to the present day, and the business into
the 21st century and an index of surviving distilleries,
this history tells us that over 700 distilleries have been

legally registered to make single malt scotch whisky and
of those there are 100 in production today. The history
of every surviving distillery is told in this magnificent

book. 120 pages in large softback, colour images.
£20 NOW £8

The first label to use the Bell’s name in the early
years of the 20th century.

Borthwick Castle. Mary hurled abuse
from the ramparts at the Confederate
Lords gathered below.
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98093 EIGHT GHOSTS:
The English Heritage
Book of New Ghost
Stories
by Mark Haddon,
Jeanette Winterson et al
‘These eerie, unsettling
stories are guaranteed to
send shivers down your
spine.’ - Daily Express.  A
rich collection of unnerving
ghost stories and sinister
histories conjured from the
imaginations of bestselling
authors Mark Haddon,
Jeanette Winterson, Andrew

Michael Hurley, Sarah Perry, Stuart Evers, Kate
Clanchy, Kamila Shamsie and Max Porter.  From
medieval castles to a Cold War nuclear bunker, locations
are inspired by rumours of hauntings on English Heritage
sites. Let these immersive stories transport you to the
past, the perfect book for the haunting season.  Also
includes a gazetteer of English Heritage properties which
are said to be haunted like Birdoswald Roman Fort in
Cumbria, Goodrich Castle Herefordshire, Tilbury Fort
Essex and Peveril Castle founded soon after the Norman
Conquest in Derbyshire among them.  ‘An impressive
line-up of established and emerging names.’ - Sunday
Times.  Paperback, 213pp.
£11.99 NOW £5

98074 VAMPIRES &
THE SHADOW WORLD
by Aurora Thorne
Dive into the shadowy
depths of a mesmerising
collection of classic poems
and stories that pulses with
the lifeblood of gothic
romance and eternal desire.
This blood-red foil decorated
anthology invites you to
explore the laments of ancient
vampires, whose sorrowful
verses reveal the agony and
ecstasy of immortal
existence.  Read an extract
from the Devils and Evil

Spirits of Babylonia, the Banshee, from Macbeth, from
Algernon Blackwood’s The Willows, from the Vampyre,
from Le Fanu’s Carmilla and more.  Each poem is a dark
jewel, weaving tales of lovers bound by the crimson
threads of fate.  Featuring works from celebrated poets
such as Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s Christabel and John
Keats’ La Belle Dame sans Merci, this collection captures
the essence of gothic horror and romantic yearning. The
vampire is often a symbol of forbidden love, eternal
longing, inner torment, and the tension between life and
death. It is a seductive and tragic figure.  You’ll also
encounter the chilling verses of Lord Byron whose words
echo like whispers from the shadowy corners of the
night.  Includes Spirits of the Dead by Edgar Allen Poe,

from The Haunted House by Thomas Hood and from
the chapter Ghosts: Tales of Spirits & Shades - The
Flayed Hand by Guy de Maupassant.  ‘There is
something haunting in the light of the Moon; it has all
the dispassionateness of a disembodied soul, and
something of its inconceivable mystery.’ - Joseph
Conrad.  144 pages.
£10 NOW £5.50

96854 HORROR
CINEMA
by Paul Duncan and
Jürgen Müller
Get ready to quake,
scream and hide behind
the sofa with this revised
and expanded history of
horror cinema from
Taschen. Across 10
illustrated chapters, it
explores everything from
slashers and serial killers
to cannibals, vampires,
werewolves, ghosts,

zombies, demons, cults, possession and the
monstrous-feminine.  Packed with classics including
Psycho, The Texas Chainsaw Massacre, Alien, The
Exorcist, Dracula, Candyman, Night of the Living
Dead, The Silence of the Lambs, Friday the 13th and
The Wicker Man, it traces horror from the eerie films
of the 1920s to today’s spectacular special effects.  A
thrilling Top 50 Films section highlights unforgettable
nightmares including Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, Godzilla,
Rosemary’s Baby and The Blair Witch Project. With
colour posters, film stills, set designs and behind-the-
scenes photographs, this is a wonderfully creepy
celebration of cinema’s darkest imagination. 14 x
19.5cm, 640 pages, Taschen.
ONLY £20
96776 SECRET HISTORY OF
POLTERGEISTS AND HAUNTED HOUSES
by Claude Lecouteux
Sub-titled ‘From Pagan Folklore to Modern
Manifestations’, this book traces poltergeists from
ancient Greece and Rome through medieval Europe
to the present. Claude Lecouteux shows that while
interpretations change, the phenomena - knocking,
objects moving, doors slamming - follow a consistent
pattern. He explores connections to troubled
adolescents, pagan spirits, Christian exorcisms,
Enlightenment skepticism, and modern studies,
revealing how poltergeists reflect our enduring
relationship with the unseen world. Includes haunted
houses, cursed places, mischievous and violent
manifestations, and cultural methods of dealing with
them across the centuries. 256pp, paperback.
£18.95 NOW £3
97090 NIGHT SIDE OF THE RIVER:
GHOST STORIES  by Jeanette Winterson
Jeanette Winterson, author of Oranges Are Not The
Only Fruit, brings the classic gothic literature theme
into the 21st century, a “talky, smart, anarchic and
quite sexy” collection of short stories, interspersed
with memories of her own unexplained encounters
with the paranormal.  A ghost has no substance, but
it has power - and presence - and it can appear in
alternative forms. In the metaverse, we are all
alternative forms. The Dead will join us. We have
changed, but our ghosts have not. They’ve simply
adapted and innovated, found new channels to reach
us. They inhabit our apps and wander the metaverse
just as they haunt our homes and our memories. To
take their revenge. 306 pages.
$27 NOW £5

Hallowe’en &
The Supernatural

The Haunting
Season...

!!!!!

98065 LOST VOICES
OF THE DAMBUSTERS
RAID  by Max Arthur
Who can listen to Eric
Coates’s Dambusters March
without tears pricking your
eyes? The definitive oral
history of the raid featuring
contributions from Mission
Commander Guy Gibson
and Bouncing Bomb creator
Barnes Wallis.  The voices in
this book show humour self-
deprecation and unflinching
honesty. The Dambusters
raid was one of the most
iconic missions of the

Second World War.  Three dams along Germany’s Ruhr
Valley, which powered the nation’s industrial war effort,
were the target.  To overcome the torpedo nets and
other defences, Barnes Wallis invented the ‘bouncing’
bomb to skim along the surface of the reservoirs before
breaching the dam walls.  617 Squadron was chosen to
deliver them.  On the night of 1617 May 1943, 19
specially modified Lancaster bombers left Britain.  Weeks
of training under absolute secrecy were put to the test.
Here, our dear last friend the acclaimed oral historian
Max Arthur gathered together the voices of the Lancaster
crews as well as the German civilians who endured the
attack, compiling a unique picture of how the mission
unfolded, and the devastation it caused.  From the
foreword by Stephen Fry: ‘These men in their
Lancasters look up in formation and flew low for
hundreds of miles dropping an enormous bomb that is
spinning at 500 revolutions per minute, from exactly the
right height, at exactly the right speed, at exactly the
right distance from the target, and then moved on to
another target before returning home.  Extraordinary.’
309pp, glossary, Paperback.
£12.99 NOW £6

97863 LETTERS OF
PRIVATE WHEELER
1809-1828
by B. H. Liddell Hart
The frank and amusing
diary of Private William
Wheeler of the 51st, now
the First Battalion, King’s
Own Yorkshire Light
Infantry.  By his
descriptive gifts he gives
the reader a vivid picture
of warfare as it was waged
in the Napoleonic era with
his remarkably observant
mind and a pleasant vein
of humour.  They start
with the Walcheren

Expedition, cover the main part of the Peninsular War,
and then give his impressions of the Waterloo Campaign.
The later letters vividly depict the conditions of overseas
garrison service after the ‘Great War’ and provides some
sidelines on the Greek War of Independence.  While on
garrison duty in Corfu, Wheeler also set down his
recollections of the war in a short narrative of some
14,000 words.  He describes keeping order during the
coronation of Louis XVIII whom he called ‘an old bloated
poltroon’ but most of all it is his account of the historic
Battle of Waterloo, written before the muskets of battle
had cooled, which reveals him to be a master of lively
anecdote and mischievous characterisation.  Wheeler
was invalided from the service as a sergeant on pension
in 1828 at the age of 43 and lived in the memories of his
soldiering days.  287 page paperback, maps.
£10.99 NOW £5
96365 D-DAY THE ORAL HISTORY
by Garrett Graff
Sub-titled The Turning Point of World War II by the
People Who Were There, Graff has gathered thousands
of short statements from soldiers, nurses, pilots, civilians,
politicians, volunteers, and eyewitnesses - from German
defenders to French villagers, from Winston Churchill to
Franklin Roosevelt - to paint a vivid picture of the lead-
up to D-Day and the invasion itself. On 6 June 1944,
over 150,000 Allied troops stormed the beaches in the
largest combined air and seaborne assault in history, a
pivotal moment that began the end of the Third Reich.
Stirring, surprising, grim, joyous, and always riveting,
drawn from the memories of over 600 people. Illus,
paperback.
£16.99 NOW £3

97695 UNDER THE SICKLE AND THE
SLEDGEHAMMER by Kirsti Huurre

Sub-titled ‘One Woman’s Private Diary from 1930s
Soviet Russia’, this is a warm, disturbing and compulsive
story of life in Stalinist Russia and the persistent tyranny

of Russian imperialism.  my life evolved in the nine
years I endured living in Soviet Russia.’  Originally

published in 1942 under a pseudonym Kirsti Huurre, a
Finnish woman who immigrated to the Soviet Union in
the 1930s, she was convinced the new egalitarian state

and workers’ paradise would provide a better life for
herself and her young son.  What followed was a life

filled with fear, suspicion, violence and state-run
propaganda. She escaped in 1941 and this is the first

translation of this important memoir, a woman’s
perspective including the Winter War 1939-40. 227pp,

photos and maps.
£20 NOW £7

97026 LEST WE
FORGET: War and Peace
in 100 British
Monuments
by Tessa Dunlop
From Boadicea to Basra, Tess
Dunlop explains the
background to 100
monuments arranged
chronologically. Britian’s
patron saint St George, a
Roman soldier who died in
303 AD, is commemorated as
a triumphant horseman in
Hyde Park’s Cavalry of the
Empire Memorial of 1924.

Nurse Edith Cavell, captured and executed in 1915, is
remembered in London’s St Martin’s Place. Many Indian
soldiers recruited to fight in World War have their resting
place in the Muslim Burial Ground Peace Garden of 1917
in Woking, while Hindus and Sikhs are memorialized in
Brighton. Nelson, Wellington, Churchill, Monty, Turing,
the Kindertransport children, Violet Szabo, the Bevin
Boys, and War Horses are among the many other
memorials. 372pp, line drawings.
£22 NOW £6  SAVE £16!
96736 IN SERVICE: The Story of a Welsh
Guardsman by Tim Rees
During six years with the 1st Battalion Welsh Guards,
Tim Rees saw active service in Northern Ireland and the
Falklands in 1982, while also serving as battalion
photographer. After leaving the Army, he joined the
BBC in Cardiff. In this vivid memoir, Rees he life from
the Guards Depot to Berlin, Northern Ireland, Kenya,
London, and the Falklands, covering everything from
academic struggles and intelligence work to
photographing the Queen and helping Rudolf Hess out of
an ambulance. With a mix of humour, harsh reality, and
insight, he shares the camaraderie, discipline, and trials
of military life. 272 page illustrated paperback.
£14.99 NOW £2.75
97117 FATHERLAND: A Memoir of War,
Conscience and Family Secrets
by Burkhard Bilger
Burkhard Bilger hardly knew his grandfather growing up.
Karl Gönner was a schoolteacher and Nazi party
member from the Black Forest.  In 1940, he was sent to
a village in occupied France and tasked with turning its
children into proper Germans.  A fervent Nazi when the
war began, he grew close to the villagers over the next
four years, till he came to think of himself as their
protector, shielding them from his own party’s brutality.
He was arrested in 1946 and accused of war crimes.
Was he a vicious collaborator or just struggling to atone
for his country’s crimes?  Bilger goes to Germany to find
out. 318 pages, paperback, photos.
£10.99 NOW £5
97262 BOMBER BOY: My Life as A Bomber
Pilot by Dereck French DFC & BAR, edited by
Dennis Newton
With chapters including the Phoney War, Target
Eindhoven, Wittering, Manchester’s squadrons 207 and
97, the Big Ships, the Desert Air Force, El Alamein, and
India and Ferry command among them, Dereck French
was an original bomber boy and one of those few who
managed to survive the war. Flying Hampdens, he
bombed Europe day and night. He bombed in
Manchesters too, an aircraft still experimental and pressed
into service too soon. In Wellingtons, he bombed North
Africa as the war at last turned in favour of the Allies,
and from India he bombed Burma as the tide of that
campaign was changing too. Aircraft and tactics are
described with technical expertise. Archive photos, 320pp.
£20 NOW £7.50
97310 ONES WHO GOT AWAY: Mighty Eighth

Airmen on the Run in Occupied Europe
by Bill Yenne

A remarkable collection of accounts of intrepid American
aircrew shot down over enemy lines during World War II
who eluded the prison camps and how they got away.
P-47 pilot Joel McPherson feigned appendicitis and was
able to escape from the local German military hospital -
after he had his appendix removed.  He spent weeks

operating as a getaway driver for a Maquis bank robber
gang before making it into neutral Spain. Bomber

crewmen Fred Hartung and Norman Therrien found
refuge at a French château, but later nearly froze to
death crossing the icy Pyrenees with the Gestapo on

their trail.  The accounts of these men and others from
the Mighty Eighth make this a story of defiance,

foolhardiness, and bravery against the odds. Their
accounts are sometimes funny, often heartbreaking.

Photos, 320 pages.
£25 NOW £9.50  SAVE £15.50!

97399 MADNESS: A Memoir of War, Fear and
PTSD by Fergal Keane
A once-familiar face on our TV news bulletins, BBC
Special Correspondent Fergal Kean has covered conflict
for more than 30 years, from Rwanda, Sudan, South
Africa, Somalia, Iraq, Afghanistan, Ukraine and many
more. But he suffered a number of mental breakdowns
and hospitalisations. Keane interrogates what it is that
draws him to the wars, what keeps him there and offers
a reckoning of the damage done.  PTSD affects people
from all walks of life.  Trauma can be found in many
places, not just war. Keane is also a recovering alcoholic,
sober for more than 20 years, which is also described in
his book as well as thoughts about colleagues like Frank
Gardner in his BBC office, paralysed from the waist
down by a gunman in Saudi Arabia in 2004, and
memories of other colleagues taken in their line of duty
as war correspondents. 296 pages, photos.
£22 NOW £6.50  SAVE £15.50!

97316 SIGN HERE FOR SACRIFICE
by Ian Gardner
Sub-titled ‘The Untold Story of the Third Battalion, 506th
Airborne, Vietnam 1968’, a hard-hitting history of the
U.S. airborne unit.  Covers training, orientation and
deployment, Operation Rose, Klamatyh Falls, Battle of
the Knoll and Van Ta House, Phu Bon, MR-6, Rockne
Gold, Banjo Royce and beyond. Brigadier General Salve
Matheson’s idea was to create an 800-strong battalion of
airborne volunteers in the same legendary “Currahee”
spirit that had defined the volunteers of 1942. The man
he chose to lead them was John Geraci, who would
mould this young brotherhood into a highly cohesive and
motivated force.  In December 1967, the battalion was
sent into the Central Highlands of Lam Dong Province.
Geraci and his men began their Search and Destroy
patrols, which coincided with the North Vietnamese
build-up to the Tet Offensive and was a brutal
introduction to the reality of a dirty, bloody war.
Gardner reveals how it was here that the tenacious
volunteers made their mark. Maps, colour and archive
photos, 304 pages.
£25 NOW £8  SAVE £17!
97614 CHILDREN OF LINGFIELD HOUSE
by Titti Marrone
Twenty-five children survived the Holocaust, escaped to
Britain and were given a chance to begin again. At
Lingfield House, they were meant to find safety,
kindness and time to heal, but for children who had
known hunger, terror and betrayal, trusting anyone was
almost impossible.  Told through the eyes of psychiatrist
Alice Goldberger, a colleague of Anna Freud, this lightly
fictionalised account follows the children as they arrive at
Lingfield. Terrified, they refuse food and clothes, hide
provisions in their pockets for later and, on their first
night, six of the youngest sleep together on the floor
beneath a bed.  Many had endured the horrors of
Terezin (Theresienstadt), where Nazi propaganda
disguised brutal deprivation behind a fake image of a

model settlement. Babies were routinely murdered,
while desperate mothers risked everything to hide their
children. Some of those who came to Lingfield had
actually been born there.  Alice learns their devastating
stories, including that of nine-year-old Erin, who fled
with his mother disguised as a girl.  Based on real
children, staff and benefactor Sir Benjamin Drage.
256pp, paperback.
£9.99 NOW £5

97680 LAST HEROES: Voices of British and
Commonwealth Veterans
by Gary Bridson-Daley

“To honour veterans from all the services - Army,
Navy, Air Force, Intelligence and Home Front.” -

Dame Vera Lynn.  This moving collection brings the
voices of Britain and Commonwealth veterans vividly
to life, preserving the memories, personal stories and
original poetry of those who fought against tyranny -
and the civilians whose vital work sustained the war

effort.  In this revised third edition, the author presents
46 of more than 150 interviews, including additional

material celebrating the veterans of D-Day and
Arnhem. From Dambuster George ‘Johnny’ Johnson to

riveter Susan Jones, these extraordinary men and
women tell their own stories of courage, sacrifice and

service.  Packed with rare photographs, service
histories, medals, personal memorabilia and

contemporary images, the book offers a deeply
personal portrait of wartime Britain. Among its

treasures is a signed message from Mahatma Gandhi to
Sergeant Bernard Morgan, following their meeting in

1946. 422 page paperback, with rare photographs like
firemen in action during the Manchester Blitz, and a

Canadian recruitment poster.ssage from Gandhi to one
interviewee Sergeant Bernard Morgan given to him

during their meeting in October 1946.  422 page
paperback, illus.

£14.99 NOW £5
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97945 CONCERTI BY
TELEMANN, TARTINI &
OTHERS, ENGLISH
CONCERT CD
by Harry Bicket
Founded in 1973 by Trevor
Pinnock, The English Concert
has been a leading light in
the performance of Baroque
and Classical music for over

40 years. Under their present Artistic Director Harry
Bicket and with distinguished guest artists they continue
to perform with the passion, sophistication and technical
mastery established at their creation and it can boast a
truly international cast of musicians. Soloists in their own
right and backed up by scholarly knowledge of style and
genre, the close-knit relationship between their musicians
makes for a truly special blend of sound. This new
recording features the talents of these soloists in
performances of Concertii by Telemann, Marcello,
Dall’Abaco, Tartini and Porpora.  Track listing: Concerto
à più instrumenti in D Major, Op. 5, No. 6 Evaristo
Felice Dall’Abaco - 1. I. Allegro, 2. II. Aria Cantabile, 3.
III. Ciaccona, 4. IV. Rondeau Allegro, 5. V. Allegro,
Cello Concerto in G major Nicola Porpora - 6. I.
Amoroso, 7. II. Allegro, 8. III. Largo, 9. IV. A tempo
giusto, Oboe Concerto in D minor Alessandro Marcello -
10. I. Allegro moderato, 11. II. Adagio, 12. III. Allegro,
Violin Concerto in B minor D.125 Giuseppe Tartini - 13. I.
Allegro assai, 14. II. Alrghetto, “Lascia ch’io dica addio”,
15. III. Allegro, Viola Concerto in G major TWV 51:G9
Georg Philipp Telemann - 16. I. Largo, 17. II. Allegro,
18. III. Andante.  Running time 68 minutes on CD.
£13.75 NOW £7

97947 BRITTEN:
PETER GRIMES 2 CD
SET  by Chorus of
Opera North, Chorus of
the Guildhall School of
Music & Drama, Britten-
Pears Orchestra,
Steuart Bedford
conductor

Britten’s powerful and masterful evocation of the North
Sea in all its moods has to audiences all over the world
become inextricably linked with the Aldeburgh that was
home to George Crabbe (author of the ‘The Borough’
from which the story originates) in the 18th century and
Britten in the 20th.  Steuart Bedford leads a vast and
accomplished ensemble on this new live recording,
created shortly before the group’s unique staging of the
work on the beach at Aldeburgh as part of the town’s
world-renowned festival.  CD1: 1. Prologue: Peter
Grimes, 2. Prologue: You sailed your boat round the
coast, 3. Prologue: Peter Grimes, I here advise you, 4.
Prologue: The truth - the pity - and the truth, 5.
Prologue: Interlude I ‘Dawn’, 6. Act I Scene I: Oh,
hang at open doors, 7. Act I Scene I: Good morning,
good morning!, 8. Act I Scene I: Hi! Give us a hand, 9.
Act I Scene I: I’ll have to go from pub to pub, 10. Act I
Scene I: Let her among you without fault, up to 30. Act
II Scene I: Fool to let it come to this, 31. Act II Scene
I: People - No! I will speak!  CD2: 1. Act II Scene I: We
planned that their lives, 2. Act II Scene I: Shall we go
and see Grimes in his hut?, 3. Act II Scene I: Now
gossip is put on trial, 4. Act II Scene I: From the gutter,
5. Act II: Interlude IV ‘Passacaglia’, 6. Act II Scene II:
Go there, 7. Act II Scene II: They listen to money, 8.
Act II Scene II: Now! Now!, 9. Act II Scene II: Peter
Grimes, 10. Act III: Interlude V ‘Moonlight’, 11. Act III
Scene I: Assign your prettiness to me, 12. Act III Scene
I: Mr. Keene, 13. Act III Scene I: Murder most foul it is,
14. Act III Scene I: Come along, Doctor, 15. Act III
Scene I: Embroidery in childhood was, 16. Act III
Scene I: Mr. Swallow, 17. Act III Scene I: Who holds
himself apart, 18. Act III: Interlude VI, 19. Act III
Scene II: Grimes!, 20. Act III Scene II: Peter, we’ve
come to take you home, 21. Act III Scene II: To those
who pass the Borough.  Running time 2 hours 17
minutes on 2 CDs.
£20.50 NOW £12.50

97949 RAVEL,
MUSSORGSKY,
MESSIAEN: ‘PICTURES’
CD by Peter Donohoe
(piano)
One of the pinnacles of 19th
century pianism, Modest
Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an
Exhibition broke new

frontiers in its writing for the piano through its use of
ringing bell-like sonorities, dramatic juxtaposition of
registers and dynamics, its approach to resonance,
percussive octaves and rapid hand-alternations, and
sheer grandeur of sound. Introducing new ideas about
virtuosity that owe much to orchestral thinking in the
ways the full range of the piano’s tone-colours are
explored, this work requires immense stamina through
combining great finger dexterity with unbridled power.
Mussorgsky’s masterpiece is coupled here with works by
Ravel and Messiaen, composers who were indebted to
the innovations of their Russian predecessor.  Miroirs
comprises a set of five pieces evoking contrasting moods
and pianistic characters and they explore ambiguities
between supposed reality and ‘reflected’ simulation.
Ravel was particularly fascinated by a line from
Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: ‘the eye sees not itself, but

98046 MUHAMMAD
ALI: The Man Who
Changed Boxing
by Ralph Oates
When Muhammad Ali, then
named Cassius Clay, arrived
on the boxing scene, no one
could have foreseen the
impact this young fighter
would make in the sport. We
read about him in the
newspapers prior to his first
meeting with Sonny Liston
and a degree of pressure was
put on the fighter by public
expectations.  It soon became
apparent that Ali was not

only a boxer, he was also an entertainer who could be
charming and funny, and perhaps most importantly a
showman who could sell a fight to the public. During his
time, Ali participated in 25 world title bouts as both

challenger
and
champion,
winning 22
and losing
three. The
book aims
to present
the most
fascinating
facts around
him and we
gain rounds
of pleasure
through
reading it.
Even today
whenever
heavyweight
boxing is
discussed,
the name
Muhammad
Ali is
mentioned -
how can it
not be when
considering

his magnificent record?  Ali would often state when in his
pomp that he was the greatest of all time.  Many
experts even today agree with that statement.  Ali
changed the way the general public viewed the sport
and he changed boxing, shook it up in a way that it had
never been shaken before.  Ali talked a good fight,
making bold statements prior to his fights which he
backed up with his outstanding talent.  Ali dodged no
man, a true champion in every sense of the word, he
gave every contender their chance and became the first
boxer to win the world heavyweight crown on three
different occasions.  Many excellent illus, 150 pages.
£20 NOW £8
97148 THE FORMULA
by Joshua Robinson and Jonathon Clegg
F1 is now the fastest growing sports business in the
world and a multimillion dollar global media juggernaut.
At the heart of the story is the dramatic end of Bernie
Ecclestone’s decades-long reign and the arrival of
Liberty Media, led by executives such as Chase Carey
and later Stefano Domenicali, whose radical vision

HOME ENTERTAINMENT SPORT
by reflection, by some other things.’  An unusually non-
descriptive work for Messiaen, without religious
references or bird- song, Cantéyodjayâ is about musical
process and is constructed as a mosaic-like collage in
which a jaunty rhythmic refrain is contrasted with a
multiplicity of contrasting ideas, many of which are re-
workings from his gargantuan Turangalîla-Symphonie.
Track listing: Pictures at an Exhibition Mussorgsky - 1.
Promenade I, 2. Gnomus, 3. Promenade II, 4. The Old
Castle, 5. Promenade III, 6. Tuileries, 7. Bydo, 8.
Promenade IV, 9. Ballet of the Unhatched Chicks, 10.
Samuel Goldberg and Schmuyle, 11. Promenade V, 12.
The Market Place at Limoges, 13. Catacombs, 14. The
Hut on Hen’s Legs of the Baba-Yaga, 15. The Great
Gate of Kiev, Miroirs Ravel - 16. Noctuelles, 17. Oiseaux
tristes, 18. Une barque sur l’océan, 19. Alborada del
gracioso, 20. La vallée des cloches, 21. Cantéyodjayâ
Messiaen.  Running time 73 minutes on CD.
£13.75 NOW £7

97950 VIRGIN AND
CHILD Music from the
Baldwin Partbooks II
CD  Contrapunctus,
Owen Rees, Director
Early music consort
Contrapunctus return to disc
centred on music of the
Baldwin Partbooks.  John
Baldwin was a member of

the choir of St George’s chapel, Windsor, and his
transcriptions during the 1570s and 80s create one of the
greatest surviving collections of Marian polyphony,
composed during the reigns of Henry VIII and Mary
Tudor. This volume explores texts celebrating Mary as
mother of God, and on the Virgin and her Child.
Contrapunctus, led by Owen Rees, couple powerful
interpretations with pioneering scholarship. Currently
Vocal Consort in Residence at Oxford University, the
ensemble’s first two recordings, Libera nos and In the
Midst of Life, were both shortlisted for the Gramophone
Early Music Award.  Listing: 1. Gaude gloriosa Dei mater
Thomas Tallis, 2. Mater Christi John Taverner, 3. Tota
pulchra es Robert White, 4. Magnificat Thomas Tallis, 5.
Videte miraculum Thomas Tallis, 6. Regina cæli Robert
White, 7. Ave Dei Patris filia Robert Fayrfax, 8. Verbum
caro John Sheppard.  Running time 75 minutes on CD.
£13.75 NOW £7

97944 ANTHEM: Great
British Hymns & Choral
Works CD
by the Huddersfield
Choral Society, Thomas
Trotter organ and
Aidan Oliver conductor
Founded in 1836, the
Huddersfield Choral Society

has developed an international reputation as one of the
UK’s leading choral societies. Their new recording
features works that are central to the choir’s musical
heritage, including works by Handel, Elgar, Vaughan
Williams, Holst and many more.  Track listing: 1. Zadok
the Priest, HWV 258 George Frideric Handel, 2. And I
Saw a New Heaven Edgar Bainton, 3. Ave, verum
corpus, Op. 2 No. 1 Edward Elgar, 4. O How Amiable
Ralph Vaughan Williams, 5. Jubilate Deo in C Benjamin
Britten, 6. The Old Hundredth Psalm Tune Ralph
Vaughan Williams, 7. My Soul, There is a Country
Charles Hubert Hastings Parry, 8. Give Unto the Lord,
Op. 74 Edward Elgar, 9. Psalm 148, H117 Gustav
Holst, 10. God So Loved the World John Stainer, 11. A
New Song James MacMillan, 12. God is Gone Up, Op.
27 No. 2 Gerald Finzi, 13. Seek Him that Maketh the
Seven Stars Jonathan Dove, 14. I Was Glad Charles
Hubert Hastings Parry.  Running time 68 minutes on CD.
£13.75 NOW £7

rewired Formula One for a digital, fan-driven age.
Along the way, the book introduces the larger-than-life
figures who define modern F1: team principals like
Toto Wolff and Christian Horner, superstar drivers
including Lewis Hamilton and Max Verstappen, and the
engineers, strategists and executives who operate at
the sharpest edge of competition.  From boardroom
battles and rule changes to personal rivalries and
billion-dollar gambles, feuds and audacious gambles all
set against the backdrop of the world’s most glamorous
locations. 291 page paperback.
£10.99 NOW £5

96549 WISDEN CRICKETERS’ ALMANACK
2022  edited by Lawrence Booth

Every Wisden has two parts, the main one being the
Gazetteer with all the details and figures from the year’s
international, domestic and overseas matches, including
both the men’s and the women’s game, the Records and
Registers. In 2021 cricket was in the headlines, making
this 2022 edition of Wisden particularly interesting. The
editor’s comments are trenchant. For overseeing the

launch of The Hundred, the chief executive and
colleagues of the English Cricket Board stood to gain a
bonus of over a million, while meanwhile we had lost

the Ashes and the DCMS threatened to withhold funds if
the game did not clean up its act. Eight of the Ashes

team, including Anderson and Broad, were dropped from
the Caribbean Test, and there was a general sense of
doom. Other articles include cricket under the Taliban

and three photos from the 1960s, including one of John
Lennon playing beach cricket in 1966. 1536pp, tables,

photos in mono.
£57 NOW £12.50  SAVE £44.50!

96528 DON REVIE: The Biography
by Christopher Evans
Arguably one of the greatest football managers of all
time, Don Revie began his career at Leicester City
before moving to Manchester City, where he developed
the influential “Revie Plan,” refining his reputation as a
precise and intelligent player.  Appointed manager of
Leeds United in 1961, Revie built a tough, highly
effective side that won the Second Division in 1963-64
and the First Division in 1964-65. Under his leadership,
Leeds also secured the League Cup in 1968 and the FA
Cup in 1972, and finished runners-up in the league
multiple times, dominating English football through the
late 1960s and early 1970s.  Becoming England manager
in 1974, his long-running rivalry with Brian Clough
remains one of football’s most famous clashes. 368 page
paperback, colour photos.
£12.99 NOW £5

97313 PLAY BETTER
POOL: A Stand-up Book
of Pool Techniques and
Strategy
by Duncan Steer
Pool is great fun, a game of
skill. Covering the history,
rules and variations of the
game, it introduces core
techniques such as cue
control, stance and shot
selection, alongside clear
explanations of strategy and
positioning. The book
includes 25 focused drills to

build fundamental skills and a further 40 practice
exercises to help you apply them in real-game situations.
With colour diagrams and step-by-step visuals, it is
structured for easy reference and quick learning. Its
spiral binding allows it to stand upright, so you can keep
instructions in view while practising shots. 128 pages,
colour illus.
$14.95 NOW £4

97683 MEDIEVAL
FOLK TALES FOR
CHILDREN
by Dave Tonge
Children of all ages love
stories and these medieval
folk tales are collected from
ancient India and Persia (like
The Seven Wise Masters)
and grouped by the themes
of Envy, Gluttony, Lust,
Sloth, Pride, Greed, Wrath
and The End,  with a story
called ‘Of the Rich Woman
Buried in Boots’.  Other
stories are titled Of Medicine

and Murder, Of Some Midwinter Magic, Of the Cow
That Came Home, and Of the Friar and the Fart.  Dave
Tonge has adapted traditional tales of mean merchants,
discontented doctors, proud princes, covetous cooks,
heroic hounds and more mixing them with morsels of
history.  Delightful medieval style colour illuminated
illustrations, 190 pages in very smart hardback and large
print for ages ten to adult.
£12 NOW £4.50
65375 BOOK OF SYMBOLS, REFLECTIONS ON
ARCHETYPAL IMAGES by ARAS, Archive
for Research in Archetypal Symbolism
The Book of Symbols combines original and incisive
essays about particular symbols with representative
images from all parts of the world and all eras of history.

The highly readable texts and almost 800 beautiful full-
colour images come together in a unique way to convey
hidden dimensions of meaning.  Each of the 350 essays
examines a given symbol’s psychic background and how
it evokes psychic processes and dynamics. Etymological
roots, the play of opposites, paradox and shadow, the
ways in which diverse cultures have engaged a
symbolic image-all these factors are taken into
consideration.  Authored by writers from the fields of
psychology, religion, art, literature, and comparative
myth,  The Book of Symbols illuminates how to move
from the visual experience of a symbolic image in art,
religion, life, or dreams. 810 pages.
ONLY £35

97651 LOOKING FOR
THE HIDDEN FOLK
by Nancy Marie Brown
What if believing in elves could
help save the Earth? In
Iceland, many people believe
that elves and other hidden
beings share their landscape, a
belief that offers a fascinating
new way of thinking about our
relationship with nature.
Scholar Nancy Marie Brown
explores Iceland’s Otherworld
through history, science,
religion, folklore and art, asking

how we decide what is real, natural and alive. Her own
encounters take her across ancient lava fields, holy
mountains, glaciers and erupting volcanoes, even on
horseback through Iceland’s remote interior.  As climate
change threatens countless species, Brown argues that
the Anthropocene, the Human Age, demands a different
way of seeing the natural world. Iceland’s respect for its
landscapes and belief in hidden beings suggests that
rocks, hills and wilderness might be valued in ways we

MYTHOLOGY
have forgotten.  Blending quantum physics, folklore,
adventure and mythology, perhaps it’s time to believe in
elves after all. 274pp, colour photos and other illus.
£22 NOW £7  SAVE £15!

97438 EGYPTIAN
MYTHS & LEGENDS:
Page Classics
by Lewis Spence
Brand new 2026
publication with
beautiful hieroglyphs
printed on the actual
page edges and gilded
decoration on the hard
cover of King
Tutankhamun’s golden
mask, Egyptian cats
and goddesses, and
with decorated
endpapers.  Chapters
cover exploration,
history and customs,
the priesthood,
mysteries and temples,

the Cult of Osiris, the great gods, Egyptian literature,
magic, foreign and animal gods, and Egyptian art, plus a
note on pronunciation.  Originally published as ‘Myths &
Legends of Egypt’ in 1915, this now classic text now has
this beautiful new large format presentation for every
collector’s bookshelf.  It is a superb, indexed survey,
exploring animism, totemism, fetishism, creation myths,
the Book of the Dead, alchemy, religion under Persian
rule, magical conspiracies, the hieroglyphs Ancient
Egyptian system of writing, princes, demons, precious
stones and more.  Over 50 photographs and illustrations,
274 large pages in very glamorous hardback.
£27.95 NOW £14
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97927 HOW TO KILL A
WITCH: A Guide for the
Patriarchy
by Claire Mitchell and
Zoe Venditozzi
As a woman, if you lived in
Scotland in the 1600s, there
was a very good chance that
you, or someone you knew,
would be tried as a witch.
Witch hunts ripped through
the country for over 150
years, with at least 4,000
accused, and with many
women’s fates sealed by a
grizzly execution of

strangulation, followed by burning.  Inspired to correct
this historic injustice, campaigners and writers Claire
Mitchell, KC, and Zoe Venditozzi, have delved deeply
into just why the trials exploded in Scotland to such a
degree.  In order to understand why it happened, they
have broken down the entire horrifying process, step-by-
step, from identification of individuals, to their
accusation, ‘pricking’, torture, confessions, execution and
beyond.  With characteristically sharp wit and a sense of
outrage, they attempt to inhabit the minds of the
persecutors, often men, revealing the inner workings of
exactly why the Patriarchy went to such extraordinary
lengths to silence women, and how this legally
sanctioned victimisation proliferated in Scotland and
around the world.  With testimony from a small army of
experts, pen portraits of the women accused, trial
transcripts, witness accounts and the documents that set
the legal grounds for the hunts, the book builds to form a
rich patchwork of tragic stories, helping us comprehend
the underlying reasons for this terrible injustice, and
raises the serious question - could it ever happen again?
289pp.  Photos. Paperback.
£10.99 NOW £5.50

97937 PEAK HUMAN
by Johan Norberg
Sub-titled: ‘What We Can Learn
from the Rise and Fall of
Golden Ages’.  Golden ages are
marked by periods of
spectacular cultural flourishing,
scientific exploration,
technological achievement and
economic growth: Ancient
Greece gave us democracy and
the rule of the law; out of
Abbasid Baghdad came algebra
and modern medicine, and the
Dutch Republic furnished us

with Europe’s greatest artistic movements.  As such,
each has unique lessons to teach us about the world we
live in today.  Golden ages have made particularly use
of belief and traditions to make them more open to
surprises, unconventional ideas and methods imported
by merchants and migrants, dreamed up by eccentrics at
home or stumbled upon by some unfortunate. Most
importantly, there has to be an absence of orthodoxies is
imposed from the top about what to believe thing can
say and how to live and what to do. ‘If we limit the
realm of the acceptable to what we already know and
are comfortable with, we will be stuck with it, and
deserve the inevitable stagnation. If we want more
knowledge, wealth and technological capacity, we have
to cut misfits and troublemakers some slack. To make
use of raw materials, it takes a relatively inclusive
society. Citizens have to be free to experiment and
innovate, without being subjected to the whims of
feudal Lords, centralised governments or ravaging
armies. This takes peace, rule of law and secure
property rights.’  All previous golden ages have proven
finite, whether through external pressures or internal
fracturing.  Here acclaimed historian Johan Norberg
examines seven of humanity’s greatest civilizations -
ancient Athens, the Roman Republic, Abbasid Baghdad,
Song China, Renaissance Italy, the Dutch Republic and
the Anglosphere, and asks how do we ensure that our
current golden age doesn’t end?  501pp. Paperback.
£12.99 NOW £7

98108 TUDORS IN
LOVE
by Sarah Gristwood
Sub-titled ‘The Courtly Code
Behind the Last Medieval
Dynasty’, a BBC History
Magazine Book of the Year,
the book looks at the
entanglements of love, sex,
marriage and politics in the
Tudor dynasty revealing how
famously spectacular love
affairs intersected with
political propaganda and the
business of governing. Tracy
Borman described the book as

placing courtly love on an equal footing with war, politics
and religion, unlocking the Tudor mindset with often
surprising results. Why did Henry VIII marry six times?
Why did Anne Boleyn have to die? Why did Elizabeth I’s
courtiers hail her as a goddess come to earth?  The
dramas of courtly love have captivated centuries of
readers and dreamers. Yet too often they’re dismissed as
something existing only in books and song - those old
legends of King Arthur and chivalric fantasy.  In this
groundbreaking history, Sarah Gristwood reveals the
way courtly love made and marred the Tudor dynasty.

From Henry VIII declaring himself as the ‘loyal and
most assured servant’ of Anne Boleyn to the poems
lavished on Elizabeth I by her suitors, the Tudors re-
enacted the roles of devoted lovers and capricious
mistresses first laid out in the romances of medieval
literature, but now with life-and-death consequences for
the protagonists.  The book dissects the codes of love,
desire and power, unveiling obsessions that have shaped
the history of this nation.  ‘A riveting, pacy page-
turner... the Tudors as you’ve never seen them before.’
- Alison Weir.  ‘Gristwood’s prose is as seductive as the
subject matter.’  Colour plates. 392 page paperback.
£10.99 NOW £5

98042 HOW THE IRISH
SAVED CIVILIZATION
by Thomas Cahill
Sub-titled ‘The Untold Story
of Ireland’s Heroic Role from
the Fall of Rome to the Rise
of Medieval Europe’ chapters
cover how Rome fell and
why, the complexities of
classical tradition, unholy
Ireland, the first missionary,
holy Ireland, is there any
hope, and there is a
pronunciation guide to key
Irish words and useful
chronology following this
inventory of the civilised

empire of late antiquity.  Ireland played the central role
in maintaining European culture when the dark ages
settled on Europe in the 5th century.  As Rome was
sacked by Visigoths and its empire collapsed, Ireland
became ‘the isle of saints and scholars’ that enabled the
classical and religious heritage to be saved.  In his
compelling and entertaining narrative, Thomas Cahill
tells the story of how Irish monks and scribes copied the
manuscripts of both pagan and Christian writers,
including Homer and Aristotle, while libraries on the
continent were lost forever.  Bringing the past and its
characters to life, Cahill captures the sensibility of the
unsung Irish who relaunched civilisation.  Reprinted black
and white photographs and line art and maps. 246 page
paperback.
£10.99 NOW £5

97606 TOMB WITH A
VIEW: The Stories and
Glories of Graveyards
by Peter Ross
From Flanders Fields to
Milltown to Kensal Green, this
is a considered and moving
book on the subject of how
the dead are remembered,
deftly capturing a sense of
place and history.  Bursting
with anecdote and examining
our relationship with
remembrance, we are taken
on a walk through
graveyards of Britain guided

by one of the most engaging wordsmiths and enter a
grave new world of fascination and delight. What is the
remarkable truth about Phoebe Hessel who disguised
herself as a man to fight alongside her sweetheart, and
went on to live in the reigns of five monarchs?  Who
was Peter the Wild Boy and why are people still leaving
flowers at his grave centuries after his death?  If you
have ever wandered through crooked headstones, take
a look inside in a book that shines light on how we
remember the ones we’ve lost. 352pp, illus paperback.
£10.99 NOW £5.50

97686 NECESSARY
WOMEN  by Dr Mari
Takayanagi and
Elizabeth Hallam Smith
On 2 April 1911, suffragette
Emily Wilding Davison
secretly spent the night in the
Crypt Chapel of the Houses
of Parliament, ensuring her
presence was recorded on
census night as a powerful
protest for women’s equality.
But she was not the only
woman there. 67 women
lived within Parliament that
night - housekeepers,

servants, cleaners, typists, wives and daughters, from
grand apartments to tiny rooms. Their stories have
largely vanished from history.  Meet ‘Jane’, serving
beer, pies and chops in Bellamy’s; Eliza Arscot, who rose
to become Principal Housemaid of the House of Lords;
May Ashworth, Parliament’s Official Typist for 30 years;
and Jean Winder, the first female Hansard reporter, who
fought for equal pay. The authors also uncover forgotten
suffragette Mary Jane Anderson, alongside the women
who quietly kept Parliament running. A fascinating,
vividly told tribute to the remarkable women behind
Britain’s political history. 288 pages, 20 integrated
illustrations and 8 colour plates.
£22 NOW £7.50
95903 CORN MILLING: Shire Library
by Martin Watts
Discover the story of corn milling, from historic mill
buildings and machinery to the production of millstones
and the storage and transport of grain and flour. Explore
the lives of millers past and present, and learn about
modern efforts to preserve working mills. Includes an
extensive list of mills still open to visitors, illustrated with
line drawings, archive images, and full-colour
photographs.  64-page glossy paperback.
£5.99 NOW £2

97691 ST PETERSBURG: A History   by Arthur George and Elena George
From Peter the Great’s audacious city in a swampy war zone to the birthplace of revolution
and the siege of Leningrad, St Petersburg has repeatedly reinvented itself, and survived.
Founded in 1703, the city was virtually commanded into existence by Peter the Great. Its
artificial beginnings helped create a place unlike any other: a magnificent city of canals,
bridges, promenades and palaces that became a stage for political rebels, artistic dreamers
and intellectual giants.  St Petersburg flourished as the heart of 19th century Russian
culture, home to figures such as Dostoevsky, Tchaikovsky and Nijinsky, before the
Revolution of 1917 plunged it into violence and upheaval. During the Second World War,
Leningrad endured the horrific Nazi siege, yet its extraordinary cultural and intellectual spirit
survived.  Organised around rulers from Peter the Great and Catherine II to Alexander I
and the Decembrists, through Pushkin’s St Petersburg, Imperial Russia, the Revolution and
the ‘Hero City’, this acclaimed history explores the dramatic clash between power and
intellect, reaction and reform.  A magnificent portrait of one of the world’s most fascinating

cities, where war, revolution, art and ambition have shaped an extraordinary story of survival and transformation.
708 page heavyweight softback 2024 reprint, photographs.
£22 NOW £7.50

97656 RAIDERS, RULERS, AND TRADERS  by David Chaffetz
Sub-titled ‘The Horse and the Rise of Empires’, this special book explores how horses shaped
civilisation through warfare, trade and culture from prehistoric times to colonialism, drawing on
genetics and archaeological findings.  From milking to marauding, this is a compelling scholarly
history which shows the strength of horses who have added their own modest physical
abilities to help humans change everything from agriculture and transportation to sports and
warfare.  Over time, horses came to power mighty empires in Iran, Afghanistan, China,
India and later Russia.  Genghis Khan and the 13th century Mongols offer the most famous
example, but from ancient Assyria and Persia to the 17th century Mughals, to the high noon
of colonialisation in the early 20th century, horse breeding was indispensable to conquest and
statecraft.  The history begins with their domestication for milk when the entanglement begins
40,000-2,000 BCE.  Horse herders entered the settled world 2,000-500 BCE and horses
became the engines of empire in Iran and India 500BCE-400CE.  It looks at the Silk Road,
China and the Turks, hunting, Timur and his descendants 1370-1747, China and Russia 1584-
1800, the Great Game, British India and Russia 1739-1881, and we march, trot, gallop and

charge through to the last horsepowers, 1890-1919. Timeline and glossaries, 424pp, maps and illus. Remainder mark.
£25 NOW £9.50
97298 BATTLE FOR THE ISLAND KINGDOM England’s Destiny 1000-1066  by Don Hollway
Shortlisted for Military History Matters Book of the Year 2024. The road to 1066 was paved with blood, betrayal
and ambition. For six violent decades, Vikings, Anglo-Saxons and Normans battled, schemed and married their
way towards control of England, until the seismic Battle of Hastings changed the country forever. Drawing on
contemporary sources and told at a fast pace, this gripping history brings the era?s larger-than-life characters
vividly to life. Ethelred the Unready and Viking rival Svein Forkbeard become locked in a vicious struggle of
revenge and bloodshed, while Cnut the Great builds a North Sea empire only for his competing heirs to tear it
apart.  Then comes Edward the Confessor, whose court is riven by rival factions, and the ambitious Earl Harold
Godwin, who plays a dangerous political game until his son Harold claims the crown. His brother Tostig turns
against him, joining forces with William of Normandy - the future William the Conqueror.  Packed with battles,
political intrigue, dynastic marriages and ruthless ambition, this is a thrilling account of the turbulent years that
forged the England of 1066. Illus, 432 pages.
£20 NOW £8.50

97645 BLUESTOCKINGS: A History of the First Women’s Movement
by Susannah Gibson
In 18th century England, an intellectual woman was considered unnatural - cleverness,
after all, was hardly thought likely to make a good wife. Yet a remarkable circle of women
dared to challenge the rules and imagine lives of independence, education and influence.
Known as the Bluestockings, they gathered in glittering salons to debate ideas with men as
equals and argue for women?s education and a public role in society. Elizabeth Montagu
hosted one of the most celebrated salons, where royalty, writers and revolutionaries
competed in wit and brilliance. Her sister Sarah Scott imagined a female-run society and
even created a women?s commune.  Their lives were just as unconventional. Hester
Thrale rescued her husband?s brewery from bankruptcy while raising 12 children, then
scandalised society by marrying an Italian Catholic below her social rank. Catherine
Macaulay wrote an eight-volume History of England, while Frances Burney penned the
audacious Evelina. Meanwhile, former milkmaid Ann Yearsley fought for control of her
poetry earnings, and Montagu famously took on Voltaire, and won.  Even fictional women

became battlegrounds. Brilliant, unconventional and packed with delicious anecdotes, this is a lively portrait of the
unsung women who helped lay the foundations of British feminism.  338 pages, photos. Remainder mark.
£25 NOW £8.50  SAVE £16.50!
97051 HOUSE HISTORIES FOR BEGINNERS  by Colin and O-Lan Style
Fully revised and updated, this authoritative Phillimore guide draws on 18 years of research to help you uncover
the story of a house or building. Rich in archive material and facsimile documents, it shows exactly what to look for
- from wills, deeds, and probate inventories to parish records, maps, and early borough archives.  The authors take
you step by step through the process, how to deduce the age of a property, the use of maps, Listed buildings,
what to do if Tithe Survey particulars are missing, the Valuation Office Survey, background history for the
locality, parish records and registers, the Land Registry Office, former church properties, and also inns, mills, and
farms are discussed. In one example, research demonstrated that a farm was likely to have been a Domesday
manor. A large-format softback with 59 illustrations across 219 pages.
£20 NOW £6
97040 TO THE CITY: Along the Ancient Walls of Istanbul by Alexander Christie-Miller
With four maps in the opening pages, the book is about the old Byzantine land walls of Istanbul, and its people,
history. This is a handsome tribute to a city that always transfixes.  It seamlessly blends two narratives: the story of
Turkey’s tumultuous recent past told through the lives of those who live around the walls, and the story of Ottoman
Sultan Mehmet II’s siege and capture of the city in 1453.  Add to that it offers a broad insight into Turkey’s social and
political make up and is sensitive to the poetry of his surroundings, captured in moments of lyrical precision. 396 page
paperback, colour photos.
£12.99 NOW £4
96787 INVENTION OF POWER  by Bruce Bueno De Mesquita
‘Popes, Kings, and the Birth of the West.’ Why did Western Europe become wealthier, freer, and more prosperous than
other parts of the world? Bruce Bueno de Mesquita argues that a pivotal 12th century event - the Concordat of Worms
of 1122 - set Europe on its extraordinary path. The territories covered by the Concordats were roughly the lands we
now know as France, England, Switzerland, Austria, Belgium, and Germany.  In the short period between 1122 and
1207, three separate treaties were signed between the Papacy on the one side, and France, England, and the Holy
Roman Empire on the other. By balancing power and money between the Papacy and the kings of France, England,
and the Holy Roman Empire, these treaties incentivized economic growth, encouraged secularization, and
strengthened citizen welfare. 402 pages, graphs.
£25 NOW £6.50  SAVE £18.50!
97437 CULTURAL TREASURES OF THE WORLD
by Dorling Kindersley
From the Relics of Ancient Empires to Modern-Day Icons.  Take
a spectacular journey through history and discover more than
200 of the world’s most precious, fascinating and celebrated treasures.
From Sumerian statuettes and mysterious Cycladic figures to the British
Crown Jewels and the Benin Bronzes, each object has a remarkable story
to tell.  Explore the Sutton Hoo helmet, Terracotta Army, Bust of
Nefertiti, Fayum Mummy, Ram in the Thicket, Great Wave by Hokusai,
Klimt’s The Kiss and Van Gogh’s Sunflowers, alongside Islamic
metalwork, illuminated manuscripts, sacred objects, mosaics, jewellery
and ancient rock art.  Organised chronologically, this immersive visual
tour reveals how these treasures were created, what their symbols and
hidden meanings reveal, and why they have survived as cultural icons.
Discover Japanese woodblock printing, gold-leaf decoration, rare
manuscripts and the fascinating techniques behind extraordinary works of
art.  With stunning photography, accessible text, fact boxes, diagrams and expert annotations, this lavish compendium
spans ancient empires to the modern world, covering sculpture, painting, textiles, documents and sacred objects from
cultures across the globe.  24 x 28.8cm. 360 heavy-quality pages.
£30 NOW £22
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97922 EARLY
HISTORY OF
RAILWAY TUNNELS
by Hubert Pragnell
This book sets out to tell
the story of tunnelling in
Britain up to about 1870,
covering Robert
Stephenson’s early
tunnels, Brunel and
landowners, Shugborough
and the Earl of Lichfield,
the Castleton cavern, the
Liverpool tunnels, the
Great Western  Railway,
the tunnel in art and
earliest railway
illustrations, the fear of
speed and vibration, crime
in the carriage, the chance
of death in a tunnel, and
accidents reported 1830-
70.  To the directors of
early railway companies,
planning a route was
governed by expense and
the most direct way.
Avoiding hills could add
miles but tunnelling
through them could
involve vast expense as
the Great Western
Railway found at Box and
the London and
Birmingham at Kilsby.
Creating a cutting as an
alternative was also

costly not only in labour and time, but also in
compensation for landowners, who opposed railways on
visual and social grounds having already seen their land
divided by canals.  Construction involved millions of
bricks or blocks of stone for sufficiently thick walls to
withstand collapse.  However, the entrance barely seen
from the carriage window might be an impressive
Italianate arch as at Primrose Hill, or a castellated portal
worthy of the Middle Ages as at Bramhope.  It uses
contemporary accounts, from the dangers of railway
travel by Dickens to the excitement of being drawn
through the Liverpool Wapping Tunnel by the young
composer Mendelssoln.  It includes descriptions from
early railway company guide books, newspapers and
diaries and numerous photographs and coloured
architectural elevations from railway archives. 280
pages.
£25 NOW £12.50

97682 LOCKERBIE: The Truth
by Boyd Douglas

On 21 December 1988, Pan Am Flight 103 exploded
over Lockerbie, killing all 259 people aboard and 11

residents on the ground. More than 30 years later, the
full truth about who ordered the bombing remains
fiercely disputed.  A three-year British-American

investigation produced 15,000 statements and countless
unanswered questions. The aircraft was destroyed by a
bomb hidden inside a modified Toshiba cassette player,
smuggled in an unaccompanied suitcase via Malta and
Frankfurt before reaching Flight 103. Scottish judges

convicted Libyan security officer Abdelbaset al-Megrahi,
largely on the evidence of a Maltese witness. Yet he

remains the only person ever convicted, despite
widespread doubts that he acted alone, or was guilty at
all?  Douglas Boyd presents the case for an alternative
explanation, arguing that Iran, rather than Libya, was
responsible, following the shooting down of Iran Air

Flight 655 by the USS Vincennes six months earlier. He
examines why this line of investigation was abandoned

and Libya blamed amid the political manoeuvring
surrounding the first Gulf War.  A powerful and

controversial reassessment of Lockerbie. 256 page large
softback, photos.

£20 NOW £7.50
97692 TELLING
AIRCRAFT
TAILS
by Guy Halford-
Macleod
A history of
Britain’s airlines
in 40 aircraft
beginning with the
de Havilland DH.84
G-ACIT and the
Short Brothers

Sunderland G-AGER, the Avro York and Tudor, Douglas
DC-3 Dakota, Air Speed Ambassador, Vickers Viscount
and Viking, Bristol Britannia, Dan-Air and its Comets,
Handley Page Herald, British Aircraft Corporation One-
Eleven, Hawker Siddley Trident, Boeing 737, British
Aerospace Jetstream 31, Boeing 757 and more. Each
aircraft has a story to tell. The key is in the registration
painted on the tail. The ‘G’ identifies Great Britain, while
the following four letters belong to an individual aircraft
for life.  Take G-ALDM, whose story mirrors post-war
British aviation, from BOAC’s reluctance to buy the
technically troublesome Hermes to the political pressure,
financial struggles and fierce competition that shaped the
industry.  Following 40 airliners through their often
chequered careers, this fascinating history brings together
manufacturers, state-owned corporations, independent
airlines, reluctant buyers, bargain holiday charters and
spectacular failures. Many of the aircraft survive today
in museums around Britain. Over 100 mainly colour and
archive photographs, including rare gems. 240 pages.
24.5 x 21.8cm.
£30 NOW £10  SAVE £20!
97696 UNSEEN LUSITANIA: The Ship in Rare
Illustrations  by Eric Sauder
Step aboard one of the most famous ships ever built.
When Cunard’s Lusitania entered service in 1907, she
was the largest ship in the world, a revolutionary feat of
design and a record-breaking ocean liner. Yet on 7 May
1915, a German torpedo
sent her to the seabed,
taking around 1,200
lives and making her
forever a symbol of the
tragedy of the Atlantic.
This richly illustrated
history brings Lusitania
back to life through Eric
Sauder’s extensive
private collection. Travel
back to the age of the
magnificent Ships of
State, when crossing the
Atlantic meant stepping
into a world of marble
fireplaces, lavish
lounges, elegant cabins
and bustling crew
spaces.  Discover
exquisitely decorated
interiors, salvaged fittings, memorials, publicity
postcards, diagrams of the torpedoing and extraordinary
underwater discoveries, including the fantail skylight, a
starboard capstan and telemotor. Superb colour drawings
recreate the First Class Lounge, Smoking Room and
luxurious berths, while archive photographs reveal the
ship and her people in remarkable detail.  There are also
poignant and disturbing images from the aftermath at
Queenstown, offering a stark reminder of the human
cost of the disaster. 160 page superbly illustrated
softback. 25cm square.
£25 NOW £8.50  SAVE £16.50!
96471 BRITAIN AND THE OCEAN ROAD:
Shipwrecks & People 1297-1825
by Ian Friel
Packed with surprising details - from England’s rudest
street name to life aboard a medieval ship, a fragment
of the English theatre reaching the Far East, deadly
pirate duels, Arctic fancy dress parties, and the finest
herring - this book brings Britain’s maritime history
vividly to life. Stories include a 13th century maritime
civil war, a 17th-century teenage pirate, a British
warship at Trafalgar fighting for France, and a Liverpool
slave-ship sunk before abolition. Integrated maps,
figures, and 16 pages of mono illustrations. 224pp, 16.5 x
23.5cm.
£25 NOW £3  SAVE £22!

History

97033 NEVER ENDING EMPIRE: The Infinite Impact of Ancient Rome by Aldo Cazzullo
This fast-paced history aims to convince us that the Roman empire never disappeared and is alive and well today.
The Roman Republic was a slave-owning society and in 73 BC the rebellion of Spartacus lasted two years with
60,000 dead before the final defeat. When Julius Caesar rose to power, facilitated by his conquest of Britain, his
military triumphs were finally cut short by the treason of his colleagues including Brutus. Caesar’s ally Mark
Antony spent time with his friend’s old lover Cleopatra before himself being defeated by Caesar’s nephew
Octavian, the famed Augustus. The Roman imperial period seemed to be doomed when Diocletian divided it into
two under four rulers, and the emperor Constantine took advantage of the chaos to seize power, proclaiming
tolerance for Christianity in the process. But the empire never really died as Ivan the Terrible, Napoleon, Mussolini
and other world leaders, good and bad, consciously adopted the mantle of Caesar. 309pp.
£25 NOW £9  SAVE £16!
97412 STRANGE BUSINESS  by James Hamilton
Plenty of well-I-never moments in this reconfigured story of 19th century British art. Hamilton investigates the
vibrant exchange between culture and business in 19th century Britain, how art was made and paid for, the turns
of fashion, and the new demands of a growing middle-class, prominent among whom were the artists themselves.
While leading figures such as Turner, Constable, Landseer, Coleridge, Wordsworth, and Dickens are players here,
so too are the patrons, financiers, collectors and industrialists; publishers, entrepreneurs, and journalists; artists’
suppliers, engravers, dealers, colourists and curators; hostesses, shopkeepers and brothel keepers; quacks,
charlatans, and auctioneers.  Hamilton brings them all vividly to life in this kaleidoscopic portrait. Includes a
beautiful Pugin engraving  and colour plates. 384 pages.
£18.99 NOW £7
97086 KINGMAKERS: The Invention of the Modern Middle East
by Karl E. Meyer and Shareen Blair Brysac
An international cast of ham-handed spies, visionaries, con men, do gooders, villains, dotty eccentrics and
avaricious imperialists who created the modern Middle East. Some are famous (Lawrence of Arabia and Gertrude
Bell); others infamous (Harry St. John Philby, father of Kim); some forgotten (Sir Mark Sykes, Israel’s godfather,
and A. T. Wilson, the territorial creator of Iraq); some controversial (the CIA’s Miles Copeland and the Pentagon’s
Paul Wolfowitz). All helped enthrone rulers in a region whose very name is an Anglo-American invention and they
include Lord Cromer, Sir Mark Sykes, Glubb Pasha, General Ironside, Kermit Roosevely, and Miles Copeland, the
apprentice sorcerer. As a bonus, we meet the British Empire’s power couple, Lord Frederick Lugard and Lady
Lugard (Dame Flora Shaw): she named Nigeria, he ruled it.  Illus, 512 roughcut pages.
£19.99 NOW £8
97650 HOUSE DIVIDED: Sunni, Shia and the Making of the Middle East  by Barnaby Rogerson
History Book of the Year 2024. This special book follows these narratives through the medieval empires of
the Arabs, Persians and Ottomans and Safavid Empires, to the contemporary Middle East.  It shows how a complex
range of identities and rivalries - religious, ethnic and national - have shaped the region, jolted by the seismic shift of
the Iranian Revolution of 1979.  What lies behind the conflicts, rivalries and upheavals of the Middle East? This
gripping, highly readable history travels back 1,400 years to uncover the roots of one of the region’s deepest divisions:
the Sunni-Shia schism.  The story begins with the death of the Prophet Muhammad in 632, the disputed succession
that sidelined his son-in-law Ali, and the brutal killing of Ali’s son Husayn at Karbala. Following the story through the
great Arab, Persian, Ottoman and Safavid empires, and the Seljuk, Mongol and Timurid worlds, this book reveals
how religious, ethnic and national identities became tangled in centuries of rivalry. It also explores the rivalry between
Aisha and Fatima and the seismic impact of the Iranian Revolution of 1979.  Masterfully written and packed with
maps, battles, personalities and surprising connections. 432 pages.
£25 NOW £7.50  SAVE £17.50!
97114 CLAN FABIUS, DEFENDERS OF ROME  by Jeremiah McCall
The history of the Fabii Maximi is, in many respects, inseparable from the history of the Roman Republic itself.
Chapters cover the fledgling Republic, Maximus, Rullianus and the Samnite wars, the battle of Sentinum, Fabius
Maximus Cunctator and the war against Hannibal, the Fabian strategy in the end of the war, Spanish wars, Gallic
wars, civil wars and the end of the line. Generation after generation of Fabii held the highest offices of the state,
amassing a legacy of military triumphs, political authority, and civic distinction that no other Roman lineage could
easily rival. Each chapter examines not only the lives and careers of individual Fabii, but also the wider military,
political, and social forces that shaped their actions. 201 pages, Family Trees, maps and illus.
£19.99 NOW £6
97410 SILK: A History In Three Metamorphoses by Aarathi Prasad
From the moths of China, Indonesia and India to the spiders of South America and Madagascar, to the silk-producing
molluscs of the Mediterranean, here is an intoxicating mix of biography, intellectual history and science writing that
brings to life the human obsession with silk. In silk there is science, history, mythology and a glimpse of the future.
From ancient mulberry-fed silkworms to modern laboratories, she traces how this remarkable fibre has shaped
cultures, economies and innovation for millennia.  Travelling across centuries and continents, the book follows
explorers, scientists, entrepreneurs and craftspeople who sought to unlock silk’s secrets. Along the way, it reveals how
silk has inspired everything from early bulletproof vests to cutting-edge medical and technological advances, and how
it may yet offer sustainable solutions for the future. 359 page paperback, 16 pages of glorious colour photos, botanical
drawings and line art.
£22 NOW £8  SAVE £14!
97409 THE ROAD: A Story of Romans and Ways to the Past by Christopher Hadley
A Times Book of the Year. Almost everyone in Britain lives close to a Roman road, if only we knew where to
look.  In the beginning was Watling Street, the first road scored on the land when the invading Romans arrived on
a cold and alien Kentish shore in 43CE. As the legions pushed onwards across what is now England, into Wales and
north into Scotland in search of booty, mineral wealth, land and tribute, they left behind a vast road network,
linking marching camps and forts, changing the landscape. Hadley takes us on a lyrical journey into this past,
retracing and searching for an elusive Roman road that sprang from one of the busiest road hubs in Roman Britain.
Gathering traces of archaeology, history and landscape from poems, church walls, hag stones and cropmarks,
oxlips, killing places, hauntings and immortals, and things buried too deep for archaeology, the book is a
mesmerising journey into 2000 years of history only now giving up its secrets.  Maps and illus, 353 pages.
£20 NOW £9

97666 DECLINE AND FALL OF
THE ROMAN EMPIRE
by Edward Gibbon
Edward Gibbon’s monumental history
of Rome, presented in a spectacular
large-format gift edition with dramatic
illustrations by Giovanni Battista
Piranesi.  Published between 1776
and 1788, Gibbon’s six-volume
masterpiece traces the turbulent story
of Europe from the 2nd century to the
fall of Constantinople in 1453. With
extraordinary learning, wit and often deliciously sharp commentary, he explores Rome
at its height, and the forces that eventually brought the Empire crashing down.  This
abridged edition includes 21 complete chapters from the original 71, covering the
Golden Age of the Antonines, the growth of the military, Constantine and
Constantinople, the rise of Christianity and Islam, the Age of Justinian, the Crusades
and the final collapse of the Roman world.  Gibbon’s famously entertaining and

sometimes scathing footnotes add plenty of bite, while Piranesi’s magnificent neoclassical etchings bring the
grandeur of Rome vividly to life. With maps, full-colour endpapers and striking red and black printed page edges, 24
x 30cm. 384 pages. Arcturus Epic Classics.
ONLY £24.99

With Illustrated
Page Edges

97122 SECRET HISTORY OF THE ROYAL COURT OF ENGLAND
by Olivia Serres, edited by Stephen Basdeo
A reprint of a sensational 1832 publication, The Secret History of the Court of England,
attributed to Olivia Serres writing under the pseudonym ‘Lady Anne Hamilton.’ Subtitled
The Scandalous Chronicle of the Georgian Monarchy, it presents a highly critical and
provocative portrayal of the British royal court during the Georgian era.  Framed as an
exposé of vice, corruption, and crime at the heart of a ‘polite and commercial’ society, the
text makes a series of controversial claims about prominent figures such as George IV and
the Prince’s associations, as well as disputed historical incidents like the death of Mr Sellis.
Written with the intent to shock and engage readers of its time, it blends political critique
with scandalous narrative.  This modern edition reproduces the original two-volume 1832
text, retaining its original spelling, syntax, and punctuation, and includes period woodcut
illustrations. 338 large pages.
£25 NOW £9.50  SAVE £15.50!

THE BOOK THE BRITISH
GOVERNMENT BANNED

!!!!!

MORE OVER PAGE

Middle Hill Tunnel,
west portal. c.1935

97688 QE2: The Cunard Line Flagship, Queen
Elizabeth 2 by Commodore Ronald W. Warwick
and Sam Warwick
The extraordinary story of Queen Elizabeth 2, told by
her former Master Commodore Ronald W. Warwick, who
followed in the footsteps of his father, Commodore
William E. Warwick, the ship’s first Master.  Joining
Cunard in 1970, Ronald Warwick later became
Commodore and commanded Queen Mary 2. When

QE2 entered service in
1969, she was the last
great transatlantic liner of a
bygone age - 963 feet long,
70,000 tons and capable of
more than 30 knots. She
quickly became a global
icon and went on to enjoy
an illustrious career
spanning four decades.
This updated and expanded
edition follows QE2 from
her design and construction,
launch and maiden voyages
through world cruises, the
Falklands War, mishaps,
Cunard?s sale to Carnival
and the arrival of Queen
Mary 2. After an
astonishing five million

miles, the story concludes with her final years before
becoming a floating hotel in Dubai.  Packed with
hundreds of colour and archive photographs, plus ship
particulars, ports of call, Masters, crew, deck plans and
Warwick’s personal afterword, this is a fascinating
celebration of one of the world’s most famous liners. 216
pages. 24.5 x 22.5cm, landscape format.
£30 NOW £9  SAVE £21!
97498 MORRIS MINOR & 1000: The Essential

Buyer’s Guide Saloons, Travellers &
Convertibles 1952 to 1971  by Ray Newell

Benefit from Ray Newell’s years of Morris Minor
ownership: learn how to spot a bad car quickly and how

to assess a promising one like a professional. Get the
right car at the right price too. Packed with good advice
from running costs, through paperwork, vital statistics,

valuation and the Morris Minor community, to will it fit in
your garage and with your lifestyle? Showing examples
of a Series II Convertible with characteristic split screen
and ‘cheesegrater’ grille, along with a contrasting painted
grille on early Series II Traveller and Series II four-door
Saloon with revised grille.  Lists Key Features, advice,

tips and availability on parts such as exterior trim,
wipers, soft top, glass, lights. 19 x 14cm. Colour photos,

64 page new paperback.
ONLY £7.50
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97693 TRUE
TRANSATLANTIC
SUPER-LINERS
by David L.
Williams and
Richard de
Kerbrech
Enter the golden age
of the ocean super-
liner, when crossing
the Atlantic meant
speed, glamour and
extraordinary luxury.

This lavishly illustrated history explores 13 great super-
liners, from Imperator, Vaterland and Bismarck to
Bremen, Europa, Rex, Normandie, Queen Mary, Queen
Elizabeth, United States, France, QE2 and Queen Mary
2. Each receives around 16 pages packed with history,
anecdotes, myths and spectacular photographs.  Defined
as liners of 50,000 tons or more, generally around 900
feet long, these giants transformed transatlantic travel.
Six held the coveted Blue Riband for the fastest Atlantic
crossing, while Rex was both a racing champion and the
world?s fastest ship. At the other end of the story stands
Queen Mary 2, the modern giant whose role has shifted
increasingly towards cruising.  Discover the rivalries,
triumphs and disasters behind these floating palaces,
from Albert Ballin’s crushed Teutonic dream to The Last
Greyhound - a thrilling journey through an era when the
liner ruled the seas. 216 elegant pages. 24.5 x 22.5cm,
landscape format.
£30 NOW £10  SAVE £20!

93735 TRAIN JOURNEY: Concertina
Pop-Up Book  by Gerard Lo Monaco

Bibliophile adores pop-up and concertina books
and this one is especially intricate with images
of Victorian figures, horse and carriage, steam trains in a
busy town scene with smoking chimneys and bridges in

the background.  The second pop-up scene has two
railway lines, one in front of the other with long red

steam trains and a station all on a huge steel bridge with
horses and carriages and gas lamps and people in the

foreground beneath.  The third pop-up is a close up of a
signalman, five signals in different angles complete with

brightly coloured lights and ladders, and two small
children in the foreground, a big steam locative at rest
behind numbered 4472 LNER and a red and yellow
carriage.  The fourth and last pop-up is a much more

modern railway station with a bullet style train at
Platform 3, huge overhead electric track and 15 busy

travellers.  By one of the world’s greatest paper
engineers. 9.4" x 7".

£19.95 NOW £11  BACK IN STOCK
96783 TROPIC SUNS: Seadogs Aboard an
English Galleon  by James Seay Dean
From jacktar to captain, Sea Dogs explores life aboard
an Elizabethan ship. How did sailors endure tropical
heat, storms, bad water, rotten food, disease, shifting
cargoes, and enemy fire? Drawing on firsthand
accounts from 16th and early 17th century voyages,
the book captures the daily realities of life on galleons
sailing between England, the West Indies, and beyond.
It celebrates the courage and skill of these sailors as
they navigated the Cabo Verde islands, the Caribbean,
the Amazonas and Orinoco rivers, and the Strait of
Magellan. Alongside human stories, it details the
development of Tudor and Stuart ships, their design,
sailing, and tactics, all framed within the international
political context of the time. 240 pages.
£20 NOW £4  SAVE £16!

97684 MILES M.52: Gateway to Supersonic
Flight  by Captain Eric Brown

In December 1943, a top secret contract (E.24/43) was
awarded to Miles Aircraft.  The contract was to build
the world’s first supersonic jet capable of 1000mph.

The only reliable source of data on supersonic objects
came from the Armament Research Department and

their wind tunnel tests on ammunition. From this, Miles
developed an exceptionally thin-winged, bullet-shaped
aircraft. Inexplicably, the research was passed to the

Americans in 1944 and by December 1945, one
prototype was virtually complete.  The second,

destined for an attempt at the sound barrier, was 80%
complete.  In February 1946, Captain Eric Brown was
confirmed as the test pilot, and in October 1946 was

set for the supersonic trials.  However on 12th
February, Miles was ordered to stop production.  No
plausible explanation was given for the cancellation
when Britain was within six months of breaking the

sound barrier.  Eric Brown and others directly involved
including Dennis Bancroft, the Chief Aerodynamicist on
the M.52, have now come together to try and finally
solve the mystery behind the cancellation.  This is the

story the aviation industry has waited 65 years to
read.  The project was CLASSIFIED TOP SECRET.

The appendices include Preliminary Notes on High
Speed Aircraft by Group Captain Frank Whittle

October 1943, Memoranda, The Churchill Directive and
a definitive list of M.52 models to various scales and a

useful chronology of relevant events.  Very well
illustrated large softback, 222 pages.

£20 NOW £8
97491 FORD CAPRI: All Models (Except RS)
1969 to 1987  by Mark Paxton
When launched, the Ford Capri was a sports car that set
the European market alight, allowing even a buyer on a
modest budget an intoxicating whiff of the exotic. Today,
Capri values are rising rapidly.  This guide takes the
potential purchaser through a short initial examination to
weed out the obviously defective followed by a more
comprehensive step by step look at the body and
mechanical parts, where the clear, jargon-free text
accompanied by over 100 photographs sheds light on
even the darkest corners of the Capri’s construction.
Colour photos including examples of Mk3 280
Brooklands, last of the line and the most expensive, and
Mk1 3-litres, fine cars with great period charm. 19.7 x
14cm, 64 page paperback.
ONLY £9

97673 CHANGING RAILWAYS OF BRITAIN
by Paul Hurley and Phil Braithwaite

From magnificent steam locomotives to sleek diesel
and electric trains, this nostalgic collection of archive
and colour photographs captures one of the greatest
transformations in British railway history. Here are

steam engines given names like Puffing Billy built in
1813 and its sister engine Wylam Dilly which is also

preserved and can be found at the National Museum of
Scotland.   A superb gallery of 200 never-before-seen
photographs paired with fond and nostalgic captions.
When main-line steam finally ended on 11 August

1968, the age of ‘modernisation’ had arrived. Diesel
and electric traction promised cleaner, more efficient
and easier-to-maintain railways, while locomotive

design continued to evolve through British Rail and the
later privatised companies.  Travel back to the earliest
pioneers, including Richard Trevithick, and legendary
locomotives such as Puffing Billy and Wylam Dilly,

before racing through the Big Four of 1923,
nationalisation in 1948, the final years of steam and

the arrival of modern trains such as Virgin Pendolinos.
Featuring 200 previously unseen photographs,

accompanied by affectionate captions and details of
where surviving locomotives can still be found  144

large landscape pages, some colour.
£25 NOW £8.50  SAVE £16.50!

PSYCHOLOGY AND
SOCIOLOGY

98069 SO YOU’VE
BEEN PUBLICLY
SHAMED by Jon Ronson
Jon Ronson’s captivating and
brilliant exploration of one of
our world’s most
underappreciated forces:
shame.  A great renaissance
of public shaming is
sweeping our land.  Through
social media, justice has
been democratized and the
silent majority are getting a
voice.  But are we using our
voice for good?  Instead we
are mercilessly finding
people’s faults and defining

the boundaries of normality by ruining the lives of those
who position themselves outside it.  We are using shame
as a form of social control.  In this prescient, unnerving
yet often hilarious book, Jon Ronson meets the victims
of modern public shamings and, in doing so, plunges us
deep into the heart of a very modern terror: the terror of
being found out.  Full of eye-opening truths about the
escalating war on human flaws - and the very scary part
we all play in it - this is Jon Ronson at his very best.  A
Sunday Times Book of the Year when first published.
Subtly argued, often painfully funny and yet deeply
serious.  320pp. Paperback.
£10.99 NOW £5

96539 ONE LAST THING: How to Live with
the End in Mind  by Wendy Mitchell

A Life to the Full is a courageous and uplifting
memoir by Wendy Mitchell, diagnosed with young-

onset dementia in 2014. She shares practical ways to
prepare for death, open honest conversations with

loved ones, and navigate end-of-life options,
consulting experts along the way. With warmth,
honesty, and compassion, Wendy explores the
challenges of dementia, the choices denied or

available, and the hope and dignity in confronting
life’s final chapter. 227pp, paperback.

£9.99 NOW £1.90  REDUCED
96548 TWO HEADS
by Uta, Chris and Alex Frith with Daniel Locke
Explores how our minds work with other minds, told
through colourful cartoons and engaging stories.
Neuroscientists Alex Frith and his parents, Chris and Uta,
use humour and everyday examples to explain how
brains learn, play, and thrive socially. From autism and
social cognition to the quirks of memory and
improvisation, the book shows how no brain exists in
isolation. Packed with lively illustrations, anecdotes, and
interactive games, it’s a fascinating, accessible read for
science-minded teens and adults. 346pp, softback, colour
cartoons.
£18.99 NOW £4
96780 SHOGUN’S SCROLL: Wield Power and
Control Your Destiny by Stephen F. Kaufman

The Shogun’s Scroll distils the strategies, ethics, and
philosophy of Japan’s medieval samurai into

guidance modern readers can follow. Written as the
reflections of Hidetomo Nakadai, a late twelfth-
century scholar in the court of the first shogun,

Minamoto Yoritomo, it offers timeless lessons on
success, discipline, and personal growth. Drawing on
historical sources and the author’s lifetime in martial

arts, this docu-fiction is for followers of samurai,
Japanese history, and martial philosophy. 128pp.

$14.95 NOW £1.90  REDUCED
97167 SECOND MOUNTAIN: The Quest for A
Moral Life  by David Brooks
By David Brooks, bestselling author of The Social
Animal contrasts the “first mountain” focused on
achievement, status, and self-interest - with the “second
mountain,” where fulfilment comes from commitment to
others and to something larger than oneself. He suggests
that lasting satisfaction is found not in independence, but
in connection, responsibility, and shared purpose.  At the
heart of the book are four key commitments - family,
vocation, philosophy, and community - which can guide
us toward a more meaningful life rooted in relationships
and moral purpose.  Paperback, 346 pages.
£10.99 NOW £3.50

97626 HOW TO DEFEAT THE FAR RIGHT
by Nick Lowles

From the founder of Britain’s leading anti-fascist
organisation, HOPE not hate, comes an urgent call to

resist the forces of extremism spreading across Western
societies - and a practical guide to how we can fight

back.  Drawing on 35 years of campaigning and
journalism, Nick Lowles explores the rise of anti-

immigration, antisemitic and Islamophobic hatred, and
Britain’s own far-right politics, from the BNP and Tommy
Robinson to the growth of Reform UK. He examines the

influence of the ‘manosphere’, race science and
conspiracy theories, as well as the links between

deprivation and intolerance in deindustrialised
communities.  Alongside his personal story, Lowles

shares lessons from decades of activism, from pioneering
campaigns in east London to inspiring examples of

communities tackling division,  including a youth club in
Hull and Syrian refugees building connections with locals

over falafel in Bradford.  Honest about the difficult
truths, but ultimately optimistic. 305 pages.

£20 NOW £7.50

Transport
97494 JAGUAR - ALL THE CARS: Updated
by Nigel Thorley
A new book to meet the needs of not only the Jaguar
aficionado, but also enthusiasts who don’t have a
detailed knowledge of the wide range of Jaguar models
produced over the years. This significantly updated and
expanded paperback edition comprehensively covers
every single Jaguar production vehicle up to the
present day.  The development of Jaguar production
cars is charted, with a brief history of each model
range, along with a detailed guide to exterior and
interior differences, production numbers, and
specifications, even down to colour schemes and
factory accessories.  This is the most complete, quick
reference work available anywhere on SS and Jaguar
models from 1931 onwards and includes Jaguar
Heritage, Postwar Pushrods 1945 to 1951, The XJ40
Saloons 1986 to 1994, E-type Series 1, 2 and 3 Sports
Cars 1961 to 1974, the XJ8 Saloons 1997 to 2002,
New XK Sports Cars 2006 to 2014, The F-PACE SUV
from 2016.  238 x 173mm. 424 page paperback with
stunning colour photos to drool over.
ONLY £37  REDUCED

97685 MY DAD RACED ONE OF THOSE
by Alan Anderson

Step back into the golden age of British grassroots
motorsport, when racing was more affordable, more

straightforward and you could often compete
successfully in the same car you drove to work.

Motoring journalist and self-confessed petrolhead Alan
Anderson celebrates the world of club racing from the

Second World War to the mid-1990s, from rallying, racing
and hill climbs to sprints. Anyone who has experienced
the Goodwood Revival, Silverstone Festival or Race
Retro will recognise the irresistible sights, sounds and
smells of historic competition.  Discover legendary

circuits including Brands Hatch, Snetterton and Oulton
Park, and 50 cars that made their mark, from Jaguars
and Minis to the hugely entertaining MG Midget. With

limited modifications, no fancy suspension upgrades and
the occasional set of tyres shaved down for extra grip,
ingenuity mattered as much as horsepower.  Over 100

superb colour photographs and fascinating facts about the
smell, speed, skill, mechanical know-how and sheer fun.

160 page softback.
£14.99 NOW £6

96003 MOVING FORWARD: New Directions in
Transport Design  by Helen Evenden
A wide range of innovative designs and concepts are
featured, from the BMW Clean Energy Hydrogen race
car and the Blade Runner dual-mode road/rail vehicle to
Foster + Partners’ Beijing Airport. The book explores
new ideas for planes, trains, tubes, trams, bicycles and
cars, as well as hybrids such as flying cars, backpack
bikes and mobile homes.  Throughout, striking
infographics and full-colour images showcase visionary
projects including the Florence high-speed train station, a
74-metre motor yacht with a beach-club interior, and the
Mark Newson - designed Dassault Falcon 900B jet,
whose studio also created the original first-class interior
for the Airbus A380. 128-page colour paperback, 21 ×
23 cm.
£19.99 NOW £2.50  SAVE £17.49!
96333 CANADIAN PACIFIC SHIPS
by Ian Collard
A richly illustrated history of transatlantic shipping
between Europe and Canada. Founded in 1867 by
Montreal merchants, the Canada Shipping Company
introduced steamships such as Lake Nipigon, Lake
Champlain, and Lake Megantic, built by the London and
Glasgow Shipbuilding Company. In 1870, the Liverpool
and Mississippi Steamship Company began trading
between the Mersey and the southern U.S., and by
1873, the first Canadian transcontinental railway
company expanded into shipping, chartering Cunard
ships to Vancouver, Yokohama, Shanghai, and Hong
Kong. In 1889, Canadian Pacific secured the Pacific mail
contract. Its largest steamships included the Empress of
Britain, Empress of Ireland, and Empress of Canada.
Colour illus., fleet lists, posters, and mementoes. 24.5 x
22.5cm softback, 165pp.
£25 NOW £5  SAVE £20!
96343 QUEEN ELIZABETH
by Chris Frame and Rachelle Cross
Step aboard Cunard’s luxurious Queen Elizabeth, the
line’s second-largest ship, offering the ultimate cruising
experience. Highlights include the three-story Royal
Court Theatre with box seating, the elegant Queen’s
Room, Empire Casino, and the Golden Lion Pub,
alongside an array of public spaces: play zone, spa,
library, bookshop, arcade, photo gallery, terraces,
courtyards, games deck, pavilion pool, and lido,
complete with a grill serving burgers with sauces literally
on tap.  120pp, landscape 24.5 x 22.5cm, lavish colour
images on glossy pages, over 200 photographs.
£25 NOW £3  SAVE £22!
96764 LUSITANIA SINKING: Eyewitness
Accounts From Survivors
by Anthony Richards
This book tells the story of the Lusitania sinking through
the lens of one family searching for their son. On 1 May
1915, 29-year-old student Preston Prichard boarded the
Lusitania as a Second Class passenger from New York to
Liverpool. On 7 May, the liner was struck by a torpedo
from German submarine U-20, and within 20 minutes it
sank, claiming 1,198 lives, including Preston’s.  Unsure
of his fate, his family took action: his brother Mostyn
searched morgues in Queenstown, while his mother
wrote hundreds of letters to survivors. The book offers
moving survivor accounts, including Grace French, who
witnessed the chaos, and Alice Middleton, who recalled
Prichard helping her to safety. Preston had even
prepared his papers and shared the location of his will,
perhaps sensing the danger. Archive photos. 280 pages.
£19.99 NOW £5

97484 AN AUSTIN
ANTHOLOGY
by James Stringer
An entertaining collection of true
stories that feature just a few of
the products manufactured by
the Austin Motor Company
from 1906 until the outbreak of
WWII, including the people who
helped to make them, those
who drove them, and even
those who flew them.  You will
find within these pages the
stories of the Austin 12/6 which

could be won by smoking Kensitas cigarettes; the Austin
20 which competed in the 1914 Austrian Alpine Trial; the
remarkable racing car named ‘Pobble’ which went on to
serve as an ambulance during the WWI, and the
Australian couple who, in 1926, decided to drive their
Austin Twelve right around Australia.  The Music Hall
artist George Clarke, who performed on stage with his
Austin Seven, and the ‘Austin Unity Song,’ a recording
of which was presented to guests at the Company’s
Annual dinner, are just two more fascinating stories
which go to make up this Austin Anthology.  Chapters
include: ‘Mr Harry’ - The Other Mr Austin, The 1914
Austrian Alpine Trial, with nostalgic black and white
photos including a Prototype Whippet (AU1) aeroplane -
registered 14 July 1919 as K158, An Austin Named
‘Pobble’ and the Austin 20. Blending motoring history
with anecdote and nostalgia. 220 x 155mm, 112 pages,
photos.
ONLY £12
97485 AN AUSTIN ANTHOLOGY II
by James Stringer
Following on from Jim Stringer’s first book ‘An Austin
Anthology,’ (code 97484) this second volume features 22
more stories relating to the Austin Motor Company, its
products and the people who purchased them.  The
author uncovers how the single-cylinder Austin Seven,
whilst designed at Longbridge, was actually built at the
Swift Motor Car factory in Coventry and offered as a
Swift or an Austin.  In 1908 Herbert Austin produced
four 100hp racing cars to compete at the French Grand
Prix in Dieppe, but what happened to them afterwards?
And is the only survivor, now on display at the British
Heritage Museum, Gaydon as genuine as it would
appear?  Then there is the story of Daisy Fearon, whose
only means of transport was a 1928 Austin which she’d
owned since 1931. As Daisy aged, her driving became
less and less predictable, causing those who knew her to
run for cover when she was seen at the wheel.  An
amusing and nostalgic collection of stories, illustrated
with original period photographs, chapters include Singing
About the Austin Seven, Alf Depper An Austin Pioneer,
and A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the
Cemetery, The 100hp Austins. 219 x 157mm, 112
pages. B/w photos.
ONLY £12

97486 AN AUSTIN
ANTHOLOGY III
by James Stringer
This third volume continues
James Stringer’s well received
series with another highly
entertaining collection of Austin-
related stories.  This time you
can read all about: ‘Mugwump’
and its journey from Bristol to
Cape Town; how Spike Milligan
and fellow Goon Peter Sellers
nearly fell out over an Austin
12/4; the company’s

promotional film about the Austin 7, “The Mighty
Atom”, and many other colourful and delightfully
entertaining stories, which provide the reader with an
alternative and previously untold history of the Austin
Motor Car Company.  Chapters include An Austin
Named Gumdrop, ‘Old Min’, Agricultural Austins.  218 x
155mm.  112 pages.  Full of nostalgic b/w photos.
ONLY £14
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97874 TICK OF TWO
CLOCKS: A Tale of Moving
On  by Joan Bakewell
Author and champion of older
people’s right to a good and
fruitful life, Joan Bakewell,
Labour Peer, author and famous
personality decided that she
could no longer remain in her
old home.  She had to confront
what she calls ‘the next
segment of life.’  Disposing of
things accumulated during a
long life, saying goodbye to her
home and the memories of

more than 50 years, thinking about what is needed for
downsizing all suddenly became urgent and emotional
tasks. Then there was managing family expectations.
Some new projects such as planning the colours and the
layout of a new, smaller flat, were exciting and some
things like the ridding herself of books, paintings and
mementos took courage.  So much of the world is on the
move, voluntarily or not, and so many people are living
to a great old age.  ‘Bakewell’s book is an eloquent
poetry of departures. Her prim image is undercut here
by suggestions of intricate personal mystery, fun and
brightness concealing, perhaps, her life’s darker corners.’
A super tale of downsizing and the essentials of a good
old age. Paperback, 173pp.
£10.99 NOW £5.50

97593 ONCE A KING: The
Lost Memoir of Edward
VIII by Jane Marguerite
Tippett
The untold story of the king
who changed the British
monarchy forever. Blending
royal history, memoir and
previously unseen material, this
compelling portrait allows
Edward VIII to speak in his
own words about the crisis that
ended his reign.  In 1936,
Edward abandoned the throne

to marry the woman he loved, Wallis Simpson. 15 years
later, as Duke of Windsor, he published a largely
ghostwritten memoir. But alongside it he had written a
private manuscript - frank, chatty, personal and never
intended for publication. This book brings that
extraordinary document to light for the first time.
Historian Tippett combines Edward’s unpublished writing
with newly uncovered interviews, diary entries and other
sources to reveal his thoughts on courtiers, ministers and
the pressures of royal life. What emerges is a surprisingly
naive and emotionally revealing figure, who failed to
grasp that a constitutional monarch could not simply
follow his own wishes.  By 1935, attempts to bring
Edward closer to Palace expectations had effectively
failed. The following year, his decision to abdicate
transformed the monarchy - and Britain, forever. 372
page paperback, archive photos, Cast of Characters.
£12.99 NOW £6  BACK IN STOCK

97687 NEVER SHAKEN,
NEVER STIRRED
by Christopher Reindorp
Packed with scandalous
anecdotes and exclusive
interviews, glamour and fun,
this is the biography of the
Charteris sisters, Ann Fleming
and Laura, Duchess of
Marlborough, who married
influential men and maintained
connections with society’s elite
throughout the 20th century.
Ann’s third and final husband
was the journalist Ian Fleming

who she inspired to start writing the spy franchise for
which he would become famous.  Along the way there
were marriages and affairs with some of the biggest
names of the 20th century, and together the sisters’
husbands included a duke, four peers, JFK’s brother-in-
law and the alleged illegitimate son of Queen Elizabeth’s
uncle.  There were also passionate flings with a Labour
leader, a press baron and a cluster of film and literary
stars right through the 1970s and 1980s.  History would
come to define Ann and Laura by the men they married,
but their marriages are only part of the story. From
royals to writers, film stars to politicians, aristocrats to
academics, the Charteris sisters knew everybody that
mattered, their countless friendships allowing them a
privileged ringside seat during many momentous
historical moments of the last century. Blazing a
glamorous trail with their beauty, charm, riotous
behaviour and energetic love affairs, the aristocratic
Charteris sisters alternately delighted and scandalised
British society, and their lives continue to do so to this
day.  Awash with booze, the book artfully balances their
story of privilege and pathos ‘to present two well-
rounded individuals who were maddening, fascinating,
and never dull. Dream subjects and a dream of a
biography.’ - Lyndsy Spence.  And pregnancies and
croquet and the Daily Mail and James Bond, brace
yourself for this action read.  272pp, ten pages of rare
photos such as of John F. Kennedy when he stayed at
Himley Hall in 1939 and Diana Cooper with fag in
mouth and Laura at work at her Contessa shop.
£22.99 NOW £8.50

MISCELLANY

97972 BRAMBLY
HEDGE WINDOW
STICKERS: 24
Reusable Stickers
by Stickerscape
Meet the mice of Brambly
Hedge!  A cute A5
Window Sticker Pack
featuring characters from
Brambly Hedge, designed
as a quick and easy way
to decorate your
windows.  Pack includes
24 stickers featuring a
selection of Jill Barklem’s

timeless illustrations.  Simply peel and stick, with
guaranteed easy and bubble-free application every time.
Stickers are repositionable and reusable year after year.
They are viewable from both sides of the glass and are
recommended to apply to the inside to keep them clean
and protected from the weather.  Three sheets featuring
Primroses, glossy ivy leaves, acorns, and the wonderful
characterful wood mice including Wilfred Toadflax,
Primrose Woodmouse and Mr and Mrs Apple.
ONLY £6.25

97883 WILLOW &
ROSE GIFT WRAP SET
- WILLIAM MORRIS
by The Gifted Station-
ery Company
A companion to the
Strawberry Thief Gift Wrap
Set code 97882, elevate
your gift presentation with
beautifully coordinated
wrapping paper and tags
for a timeless touch.  Two
premium wrapping sheets
and tags in a nice wallet for
safekeeping with the classic
Willow & Rose famous
design, white background,

green leaves and stems.  The sheets measure 50 x
70cm each and are prefect for birthdays, celebrations
and special occasions.  Presented in a convenient book
format to keep your paper neatly stored and ready
whenever you need it.  With two matching circular gift
tags.
ONLY £4.75
97305 KATE SUTTON LITTLE SET OF
BOOKPLATES 80 Decorated Labels in
Assorted Sizes  by Kate Sutton
Ex Libris, This Book Belongs
To..., From the Library of... the
80 labels in our tri-fold book of
labels are decorative and
prevent gift mix-ups! They are
also handy for labelling files
and boxes, or for decorating
envelopes. Several titles serve
as bookplates, too.  Owl on a
book stack, bookworms,
teapot, an antique typewriter,
ink and quill, two birds on a
telegraph wire, a CS Lewis
quote, in fun new colourful
designs. 80 decorative peel-off
adhesive labels using 8 images:
40 rectangular labels measure
1½ x 3" each and 40 labels are
each approximately 1½”square.
£5.99 NOW £2.75
97344 DECK OF PLAYING CARDS by Rysons
Classic and affordable, this set of 52 playing cards are a
timeless choice for entertainment and games.  Standard

deck measuring 9 x 6.5cm with a dark red and white
decorative scroll design backing.  Value-for-money

complete set of playing cards with jokers, POKER is
printed on the box sealed in clear film. Bargain price so

stock up on these. STOCKING FILLER!
ONLY £1.75

61516 BIBLIOPHILE SQUIGGLE PEN
by A. Squigley
In a beautiful translucent turquoise blue, this is the latest
in our own collectable company designs with a quick
reminder for our book hotline printed on.  It has a super
squeezy black rubber grip, ideal for older hands, and an
attractive metal ‘squiggle’ clip.  Black ink.  One happy
customer said “I have arthritis & the soft grip makes
these pens a joy to hold. I have bought other types, but
keep coming back to these. Worth every penny.”
ONLY £1.65

27592 SCRAP BOOK
Shiny red laminate cover; 16 pages of recycled grey

paper.  8½” x 12", great value.  Ideal for photographs,
cuttings, pressed flowers, artistic doodles etc.

ONLY £1.45  BACK IN STOCK
75533 SCRAP BOOK: Coloured Pages

by W. F. Graham
Alongside our bestseller which we have stocked for over
25 years code 27592, we are proud to present a 24 page
colour version of the same scrap book measuring 8½” x
12".  The better paper quality pages are turquoise blue,
yellow and pink.  Ideal for all scrapbooking, preserving

postcards, photographs, letters etc.
ONLY £2.50

93201 PEN EMOJI POO DESIGN
A curled to a point swirling brown blob of poop with
bright white and black googly eyes and a big white
smile is the now famous emoji alongside smileys and
bright yellow round faces with hearts.  The famous
emoji has now made it to the top of a black ball pen.
Surprisingly heavyweight and sturdy and quality, it has
a white plastic replaceable cap. CE safety approved,
just leave in their toilet with our Note (Loo) Roll Holder
code 93200.
ONLY £2.75  BACK IN STOCK

94597 2B PAPERMATE PENCILS 12 PACK
by Sanford

Premium quality lovely soft 2B lead pencils, perfect for
drawing as it easily smudges for artistic effect and

shading.  Quality is assured from the top brand
PaperMate which appears on the long pencil with the
distinctive trademark dark blue and black and white

stripes, black top and 1107 2B.  Sharpened and ready
for use.  Boxed set of 12 pieces.

ONLY £3.75
97334 DOME TOPPED DRAWING PINS 300
PACK  by Rysons
Looking for a reliable and cost-effective supply of
drawing pins for your message boards?  Each pack
contains 300 dome-topped brass coloured regular
drawing pins, a practical solution for a variety of office
and display needs as they provide a secure and easy
way to affix notices, posters, and other materials to
corkboards, notice boards, and walls. Great value.
ONLY £2

95719 STYLO BILLE BALLPOINT PENS SET
OF 32 ASSORTED COLOURS by Tucson

A cheap and cheerful big bag of bargain biros, 15 in
black, 15 blue and two red.  Surprisingly good quality for
the price and very easy to use, they write smoothly and
the ink flows and at this price you won’t care if someone

walks off with your biro or one or two fail!
ONLY £5

97355 STAINLESS STEEL SCISSORS ON CARD
21cm  by Rysons
Looking for reliable and affordable scissors? These 21cm
stainless steel scissors are a practical addition to cutting
items in the kitchen, office, school, crafting environment
or home and offer a clean and precise cut, making them
ideal for a variety of tasks.  Stainless steel construction
for durability, black textured handle, nice long 21cm
length makes for a comfortable grip for older hands, and
precise cutting.  Suitable for paper, card, fabric, and
other materials and general use. Great value.
ONLY £2.50

97353 RETRACTABLE KEY CHAIN LARGE
by Jayting  STOCKING FILLER!

No more hunting for lost keys, this handy item keeps
them nearby when needed!  Benefits of using a sturdy

retractable key chain include increased efficiency,
reduced risk of lost keys, convenient for keeping ID or
library cards, other small items you can loop on, and of

course for anyone who needs quick access to their keys.
Strong and durable metal construction, retractable cord

for easy key access, secure attachment belt clip,
compact and strong key it holds heavy sets of keys

comfortably and has a thick, longer-lasting cord. 5.5 cm
diameter, circular.

ONLY £4
97346 YELLOW GLITTER 3ML PERMANENT
CERAMIC GLASS MARKER by Color Factory
Permanent ink formula, metallic yellow sparkly finish,
ideal for glass, ceramic, porcelain and other non-porous
surfaces with precise line width.  Dishwasher and
microwave safe after heat setting for 30 minutes at 160
degrees. Contents 3ml. This jolly yellow glitter
permanent marker provides a bold, long-lasting mark
that is resistant to fading and smudging. Its durable tip
allows for smooth and consistent ink flow, making it
suitable for both fine details and broader strokes.  This
marker is a practical addition to any arts, crafts, or
professional setting with permanent, consistent and
durable ink flow.
ONLY £2

97386 FALL OF THE HOUSE OF MONTAGU
by Robert Wainwright

A scandal-soaked chronicle of the fall of one of England’s
great aristocratic dynasties, this “lively chronicle”

(Ysenda Maxtone Graham) traces how the House of
Drogo Montagu, linked to the Dukes and Earls of

Manchester, declined over centuries of extravagance,
debt and upheaval.  By 1927, when Alexander Montagu
married the enterprising Australian Nell Stead, the family
fortunes were already in freefall. Together, they attempt
to rescue a crumbling legacy that includes estates such

as Kimbolton Castle, once home to Catherine of Aragon.
Bankruptcy, gambling, colonial exile and aristocratic
excess weave through this gossipy, often dramatic
history, showing how four generations gradually

dismantled a grand inheritance, and how difficult it was
for the old aristocracy to adapt to a changing Britain.

336 pages, colour and archive photos.
£22 NOW £8

96349 VOYAGE AROUND THE QUEEN
by Craig Brown
Queen Elizabeth II reigned longer than anyone in
history, and Craig Brown offers a lively and insightful
portrait of her life in this 2024 edition. Blending
biography, essays, cultural history, travelogue, and his
signature satire, Brown mixes reflections on the
monarchy’s role in providing stability with amusing and
unusual anecdotes, giving a vivid sense of a private
person in a public role.  This lavish 662 page edition
features playful touches such as royal ‘snakes and
ladders’ endpapers and illustrations capturing the quirks
and culture surrounding the monarchy.
£25 NOW £5  SAVE £20!
96465 WHAT BECOMES A LEGEND MOST:
RICHARD AVEDON  by Philip Gefter
Photographer Richard Avedon’s blank white backgrounds
blasted with light and intimately minimal and forensic
visual style transformed the ideals of women’s fashion,
femininity and culture and defined the look of an era
through his work for Harper’s Bazaar and Vogue. This
definitive biography shows an intensely driven man who
endured personal and professional prejudice, who counted
as his close friends a profoundly influential group of artists
- Leonard Bernstein, Truman Capote, James Baldwin,
Harold Brodkey, Renata Adler, Sidney Lumet, Allen
Ginsberg and Mike Nichols, who shaped the cultural life of
the American 20th century. 644 page paperback, illus.
£16.99 NOW £2  SAVE £14.99!

96536 LOVE IN A TIME OF WAR: My Years
with Robert Fisk  by Lara Marlowe

Lara spent two decades as Robert Fisk’s partner, wife,
and turbulent ex. She first met Fisk in Damascus in 1983

while working as a researcher for CBS News, and
followed his career as he later moved to The

Independent in protest at Murdoch-era editorial policies.
Fisk had covered Lebanon since the 1970s, accurately

predicting events after Israel’s 1982 invasion. His
unwavering support for the Palestinians, though criticized
as biased, reflected a profound understanding of war as
failure. From Yasser Arafat’s Oslo Peace Accords to the

2003 US-British invasion of Iraq, Fisk’s reporting
demonstrated unmatched foresight. Living together in
Beirut, they witnessed the Gulf War, Kuwait’s turmoil,
and later, Russia’s invasion of Afghanistan. 440 pages,

colour photos, paperback.
£10.99 NOW £3

96544 TELLER OF THE UNEXPECTED: The Life
of Roald Dahl  by Matthew Dennison
A BBC Radio 4 Book of the Week, this is the unofficial
biography of Roald Dahl which delves deeply into Dahl’s
Norwegian family and schooldays, capturing a mix of
warmth, tragedy, inspiration, and savagery.  Explore
how Dahl developed his extraordinary children’s novels -
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, The BFG, Matilda -
and his long-lasting collaboration with illustrator Quentin
Blake, which began in 1976 and endured beyond Dahl’s
death. His tales are exotic, morally resonant, and
populated with iconic literary characters. Archive and
colour photos. 264-page paperback.
£10.99 NOW £2.25
96771 THE QUEEN: Her Life
by Andrew Morton
Shy and self-effacing as a young woman, Elizabeth
Windsor was thrust onto the throne at 25 after her uncle
King Edward VIII’s abdication. Morton explores her
handling of personal and institutional challenges: family
tensions, rumours about her husband’s fidelity, Princess
Diana’s death, and Prince Harry and Meghan Markle’s
departure.  He also shows how she kept the monarchy
relevant through decades of social, cultural, and political
change, guiding Britain from post-war recovery to the
modern era. Richly illustrated with colour and b/w photos
- from childhood and wartime service in the ATS, to
Royal Ascot in 2021 and standing alone at her husband’s
funeral - this is a portrait of a resolute, disciplined
sovereign, mother, and grandmother. 448 pages.
$30 NOW £4.50
96734 HELLFIRE: Evelyn Waugh and the
Hypocrites Club  by David Fleming
David Fleming tells the rollicking story of Oxford’s
legendary Hypocrites Club (1921-1924), a boisterous
society of undergraduates notorious for flamboyance,
drinking, and daring, based above a bicycle shop, a hub
for some of the brightest young minds of the era.
Members included Evelyn Waugh (the club’s secretary),
Anthony Powell, Robert Byron, Henry Green, Claud
Cockburn, and Tom Driberg. Waugh famously drew
inspiration from ten members - seven of them appearing
in Brideshead Revisited. The book follows their post-
Oxford careers and friendships, showing how youthful
mischief gave way to mutual support, political
engagement, and the last hurrah of an aristocratic
generation amid the interwar rise of fascism and flirtations
with communism.  Filled with unexpected meetings,
reversals, and rich period detail. 296 pages, illus.
£18.99 NOW £7

!!!!!

95743 ART BOX GREETING CARDS
by Phaidon Press

This specially designed card box with sliding tray
contains 25 greeting cards blank inside with artwork from

Phaidon Publishers’ hugely successful iconic bestseller
The Art Book.  On the front of each card is an image

from a famous artwork, on the back the accompanying
text from the book gives information both about the

work and its creator. This selection includes famous and
dreamy colour artworks by Alma Tadema, Audubon’s
pink flamingo, Basquiat, Bonnard, Caravaggio, Degas,
Fantin Latour, Van Eyck, Gilbert and George, Goya,
Heron, Winslow Homer’s sail boat, Klimt’s The Kiss,
Morisot, Pissarro, Richter, Seurat, Thiebaud, Tissot,

Turner and Waterhouse among others.  Card box size:
174 × 135 mm (6 7/8 × 5 3/8 in, 25 beautiful colour

images. Includes 25 envelopes.
£17.95 NOW £8.50

MORE OVER PAGE
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97329 15 PACK
ACRYLIC COLOUR
PAINTS 10ML
by Art Hub Fine Art
A special starter pack of 15
acrylic paint ideal for both
beginners and experienced
artists, this set provides a
broad palette to explore
different techniques and
styles.  The paints are
formulated for good
coverage and blendability,
allowing for smooth

application and colour mixing. This set is suitable for use
on canvas, paper, wood, and other surfaces.  The
compact packaging makes it easy to store and transport,
perfect for workshops, classes, or creating art on the go.
With strong, vivid, clean colours - white, flesh tone,
yellow, orange, blush rose, 2 reds, 2 greens, 2 blues
(cobalt and ultramarine), purple, 2 browns (burnt ochre
and burnt umber), and black, each is 10ml and in a
squidgy re sealable pot.  Boxed set 15 x 23cm.
ONLY £7
97330 15 PACK WATERCOLOUR PAINTS
10ML  by Art Hub Fine Art
This 15-piece water colour paint set provides a
comprehensive selection of colours for various art
projects. Each pot contains 10ml of paint, offering ample
supply for multiple uses.  Ideal for art clubs, creative
hobbies and budding artists.  The set is suitable for both
beginners and experienced artists, providing a range of
colours to explore different techniques and styles.  With
strong, vivid, clean colours - white, flesh tone, yellow,
orange, blush rose, 2 reds, 2 greens, 2 blues (cobalt and
ultramarine), purple, 2 browns (burnt ochre and burnt
umber), and black, each is 10ml and in a squidgy re
sealable pot.  Boxed set 15 x 23cm.
ONLY £7

97326 12 PCS ART
BRUSHES by Rysons
Create your masterpiece!
Equip yourself with essential
art supplies for artists of all skill
levels, and these brushes offer
both versatility and value for
money.  The longest two
brushes are 24.5cm and have
wide natural brush tips; a finer
brush of the same length; nine
brushes each of 17cm with
pointed to very few-haired in
different hairs and colours to
experiment with.  Each set
contains 12 assorted paint

brushes in a great range of sizes for all needs.
ONLY £3.75

96803 LIVES OF THE OBJECTS: Collecting
Design  by Tristram Hunt
The Director of the Victoria and Albert Museum presents
ten extraordinary stories from the world’s leading

museum of art and
design. Trajan’s Column
(1864 plaster cast), a
three-dimensional
reproduction of the
Roman triumphal
monument in the Dacian
Wars. The Ardabil
Carpet, championed by
William Morris for its
intricate beauty. Raphael
Cartoons (1515-16),
revolutionary large-scale
designs depicting the life
of Christ and Moses, on
loan since 1865.  Works
by Aubrey Beardsley,
J.M.W. Turner, and John

Constable.  Tipu’s Tiger (1794), the life-sized wooden
automaton of a tiger attacking a European soldier.
Shakespeare’s First Folio (1623), one of the museum’s
all-time favourites.  Theatre and performance objects.
Design icons such as Eileen Gray’s Fold-Up Chair
(1930s) and Elsa Schiaparelli’s Evening Ensemble (silk
velvet with rhinestones, acquired 1974). 272 beautifully
produced pages and dozens of full-page colour images -
a museum experience on your lap.
£30 NOW £7
96002 MIRRORS: Reflections of Style
by Paula Phipps
A captivating history of mirrors from ancient reflecting
pools and astronomers’ telescopes to the full-length
cheval mirrors of the 20th century. Discover how
portable dressing boxes, Rococo masterpieces by Charles
Kandler 1730, Hepplewhite Rudd tables, and Empress
Josephine’s boudoir combined elegance and function.
Marie Antoinette’s ingenious use of mirrors allowed
daylight to flood her rooms or provided privacy at night,
while the ultimate in glamour is found in Liberace’s 1976
Baldwin piano, covered  with hundreds of tiny mirrors.
100 colour images across 144 pages.
£25 NOW £2

COLLECTABLES

97632 ROYAL MINT
PUZZLE BOOK
by The Royal Mint
Museum
Coin collectors, history buffs
and puzzle enthusiasts will be
delighted with this exciting
rich history spanning over
1,100 years.  The Royal Mint
is one of the world’s oldest
Mints producing millions of
coins and medals every
year, and it is a cornerstone
of British history, established
during the reign of Alfred the
Great (871-99).  Decipher

ancient secrets hidden in plain sight and learn along the
way the art and science of minting coins, the story of
our coinage, power, propaganda and portraiture, design
in miniature, monarchy and ceremony, objects of war,
superstition, decoration and unexpected utilisation, a
cultural diaspora and more. With cryptic codes,
crosswords and brainteasers fit for a royal court. 320
page large softback, diagrams and crosswords.
£16.99 NOW £6.99
97379 COLLECTABLE NAMES AND DESIGNS
IN WOMEN’S HANDBAGS by Tracy Martin
From the Victorian miser bag to 1950s Lucite and the
op-art designs of the Sixties to bang up to date modern
examples such as Lulu Guinness’s iconic Lips clutch, Tracy
recommends the most desirable for collectors on all
budgets. Over 100 beautiful bags have been
photographed in colour for this special book and our
favourites include a Victorian Chatelaine bag of 1875 in
embroidered silk taffeta with tiny black glass pearls, a 14
carat gold mesh purse decorated with amethysts and
diamonds, names like Tiffany, Van Cleef and Arpels,
Whiting and Davis art deco, Louis Vuitton, basket and
wicker bags, calf skin and alligator, plastic daisies,
Vivienne Westwood’s red tartan Yasmine bag to the
everyday Radley Market Day bag, or shoulder bags

!!!!!

with books appliquéd and favourites from Kate Spade.
144 large pages.
£25 NOW £8
97581 FASHION: The Definitive History of
Costume and Style  by Dorling Kindersley
From Queen Nefertiti to rock stars, movie icons,
designers and supermodels, this magnificent visual
history celebrates the clothes and people who created
‘the look’ of their
era. Packed with
colour photography
and beautifully
illustrated
chronologies, it
sweeps from the
ancient world and
Byzantine design to
the Renaissance,
roaring twenties,
1980s excess, boho
chic and vintage
style.  Discover
everything from
empire lines,
crinolines, high ruffs
and wasp waists to
elegant evening
gowns, gentleman’s
suits, sporting clothes, brocaded silk mantuas and
spectacular red-carpet creations. Meet fashion legends
including Schiaparelli, Christian Dior, Yves Saint Laurent,
Twiggy and BIBA, while exploring Japanese style, the
Silk Road and fascinating regional traditions.  Along the
way, discover how clothing became a statement of
status, culture and identity, from Eleanor of Aquitaine’s
elaborate medieval fashions and enormous cuffs to
buttons, jewellery, wedding dress and even long loose
hair signalling unmarried status.  400 magnificent glossy
pages, 26 x 31cm. The ultimate visual guide to
everything ever worn.
$29.99 NOW £15

!!!!!

CollectablesMiscellany Quality Stationery, Gift Ideas, Crafting, Home Office Supplies

97347 METALLIC GOLD 3ML PERMANENT
GLASS PAINT FINELINER by Color Factory
This metallic gold paint fineliner is designed for creating
permanent markings on glass surfaces.  Brilliant! Add
your name to personalise or decorate with swirls or
patterns a favourite ceramic or porcelain mug or any
glass. Its permanent ink ensures long-lasting results and
the gold colour adds a touch of elegance and
sophistication to any project. It’s suitable for both
commercial and artistic purposes.  Permanent ink
formula, metallic gold finish ideal for glass, ceramic,
porcelain and other non-porous surfaces with precise line
width.  Dishwasher and microwave safe after heat
setting for 30 minutes at 160 degrees. Contents 3ml.
ONLY £2
97345 EVA NOUGHTS & CROSSES  GAMES
by Rysons
Suitable for all ages in bright primary colours - red, blue
and yellow - made of lightweight study foam and
measuring 15 x 0.8 x 15cm, the XO Noughts and Crosses
Chess Board Game offers a fun and engaging twist on
the classic strategy games.  Combining elements of
noughts and crosses with chess, for players of all ages
and skill levels, its compact size makes it easy to store
and great to pack for travelling.
ONLY £1.75
97333 DOUBLE SIX DOMINOS SET 28 PIECES
by Classic Games
The Classic Games Double Six Dominos Set is a timeless
game suitable for a variety of ages and skill levels. This
set provides hours of entertainment and friendly
competition and offers a traditional gaming experience,
promoting strategic thinking and social interaction. Its
compact size makes it ideal for travel and storage and
makes a great addition to family game nights.  28 clear
white tiles, smooth curved corners with primary colour
dots in red, blue, yellow and green. 2-4 players. Ages
4+. Box size 21 x 7cm.
ONLY £2.75
97327 12 PACK FINE FIBRE TIP PENS:
Assorted Colours  by Consortium
This set of 12 fine colour pens is an excellent addition to
any home and they are lovely to write with. The fine
tips ensure clean lines and consistent colour application
and are suitable for various paper types, making them a
versatile choice for different projects and applications.
Each pen is 13.5 x 1.5 x 1.5cm and the packaged size is
13.7 x 6.7 x 3.3 cm.  With comfort grip great for older
hands, ventilated cap and washable ink.  Assorted
colours from bright blues and reds to yellow and black,
fine nib 0.8mm fibre tip pens, set of 12.  Great value at
ONLY £4

STOCKING FILLER!

STOCKING FILLER!

97343 CHALK BOARD SET: With Chalks &
Sponge  by Rysons

Looking for a cost-effective and versatile chalkboard set?
They are great for leaving messages, shopping lists,
reminders, medication lists, daily mottoes, poems to
creating temporary signage.  Each set includes an A4
sized blackboard/ chalkboard in lightweight wooden
frame, a box of 6 small chalks - blue, white, yellow,
orange, red, green - and small yellow sponge in a

container for wiping clean.  Ideal for schools, offices, and
home use, 24.5 x 37cm, compact and easy to store.
Why not stock up with extra chalk? 100 Chalk Sticks

Assorted Colours (code 97325).
ONLY £5

97325 100 STICKS CHALK SET ASSORTED
COLOURS  by Ecolier

Heavy little box containing 100 pieces of chalk in
assorted colours (blue, orange, red, green) which offers a

cost-effective solution for supplying homes, schools,
nurseries and other businesses with essential art supplies.
Ideal for use on chalkboards, pavements, and a variety

of other surfaces, fostering artistic exploration and
collaborative activities in children and nostalgic fun in
creative adults and in businesses.  A cost-effective

solution for art supplies and a companion to our Chalk
Board Set (code 97343).

ONLY £3
97328 COLOUR-CODED KEY TAGS WITH
NAME LABELS: 12 Pack  by Jayting
Pack of 12 colour-coded key tags, each tag includes a
name label insert, ideal for organising and identifying
keys anywhere. Assorted colours - two each of white,
black, red, green, yellow and blue - for easy
identification, durable plastic and metal build, includes
cards for easy labelling.  Compact and lightweight
design, silver metal loops, 5cm long on 40cm display
card for safe mailing.
ONLY £2.50
97336 ORANGE SHARPIE 3PK PERMANENT
MARKER  by Sharpie
Permanent on plastic, paper, meal and more, SHARPIE
is THE name in popular marker pens of quality. We
have acquired the official Chinese Sharpie imported pens
of the same quality (but not the same retail price!) from
our trusted suppliers.  Intensely brilliant colours create
eye-popping, vibrant impressions, the bright orange
remarkably resilient ink dries quickly and resists fading
and water. Endlessly versatile fine tip makes
impressively bold, detailed marks. Set of three.
ONLY £2.50
97337 METALLIC RUBY 3PK PERMANENT
MARKER SET  by Sharpie
Permanent on plastic, paper, meal and more, SHARPIE
is THE name in popular marker pens of quality.
Intensely brilliant colours create eye-popping, vibrant
impressions, the ruby red METALLIC remarkably
resilient ink dries quickly and resists fading and water.
Endlessly versatile fine tip makes impressively bold,
detailed marks.  Set of three.
ONLY £2.50

97439 EX LIBRIS: A
JOURNAL
by Benjamin English
Illustrated with more than 60
brilliant, historic bookplates, is
the perfect place for notes
and musings.  This lightly
lined notebook features 60 full
page colour vintage
bookplates. Perfectly sized to
toss in your bag for book
group or to take to your
favourite café, this journal is
as appealing to the lover of
ephemera and graphic design
as it is to the literature lover.

Bookplates featured include those of luminaries such as
Jack London with a wicked wolf face, John Fowles with
feathered friends, Albert Einstein, Sigmund Freud, Greta
Garbo, Bing Crosby, Harry Houdini, Jacqueline Onassis,
and Edith Wharton. With a tipped-on bookplate on a
bottle green cloth cover and a matching ribbon marker.
Ruled notebook, quality 216 pages, 6½ x 4¾”.
£14.99 NOW £6
97356 STATIONERY BOX SET ASSORTED
ITEMS  by Rysons
Clear plastic three compartment stationery box 15.5 x
6cm containing a brightly coloured array of often needed
items - small foldback bulldog clips in red, green, blue,
yellow and white, notice board round head push pins in
matching colours and large plastic paperclips - bright and
cheery colours, easy to handle for older hands and in a
very handy and convenient pill-type dispenser box for
the home office. Bargain price.
ONLY £3
96831 WILLIAM MORRIS CRAY GIFT WRAP

COLLECTION
by The Gifted Stationery Company

Beautifully designed William Morris Cray gift wrap book,
perforated for easy tear-out. Includes 10 large sheets
(two each of five designs) measuring 48 × 69.8cm,

featuring tulips, carnations, florals in red, dark red, pinks,
teal, navy, and greeny-blue tendrils. Comes with 22

matching gift tags in oval, circle, square, and rectangle
shapes, also perforated for easy removal. Packaged in a

35 × 24cm softback for neat storage.
ONLY £7.50

96828 WILLIAM MORRIS CRAY BOTTLE
GIFT BAG by The Gifted Stationery Company
Perfect for a neighbourly visit or a spontaneous bottle

gift, these bargain-priced gift bags feature William
Morris’s Arts and Crafts Cray design. A 1" strip of pale
pink and red flowers on a blue-green background tops

the bag, with luxurious ivory cream florals below. Sturdy
deep magenta cord handles come with a matching
circular gift tag, ready to use. 350 × 120 × 90mm.

ONLY £3.25
96829 WILLIAM MORRIS CRAY GIFT BAG

(MEDIUM)
by The Gifted Stationery Company

The perfect finishing touch for any gift, including a book.
William Morris brightly coloured unmistakeably Arts and
Crafts Cray design with pale pink and red flowers on a
bluey green background for the top half of the gift bag
and a beautiful luxury ivory cream floral design on the
bottom half.  Beautifully designed gift bag with deep
magenta red twisted cord rope handles and matching

circular gift tag. 220mm × 220mm × 80mm.
ONLY £3.25

97319 TRIBAL POP ART MEMO PAD
by Camille Walala

One memo pad, three sticky note pads.  Ensure you
never forget to write anything down with this bright,

graphic memo pad holder, containing a ‘To Do’ list and
3 sets of sticky notes.  In striking bold colours - red,

blue, green, yellow.  6.63 x 0.63 x 6.88 inches.
Camille Walala is a textile designer, whose signature
Tribal Pop style incorporates bold colours and graphic

shapes.  Her influences comprise the Memphis
movement, the Ndebele tribe, and optical art master

Vasarely.  STOCKING FILLER!
£12.99 NOW £3.50

97358 TOY HAMMOCK STORAGE 3FT
by Cuddly Boutique
The lightweight net sturdy hammock is a practical
solution for organising stuffed animals and other items, a
space-saving and visually appealing storage option for
homes, nurseries, and playrooms. Stretch the hammock
to determine shape and placement. Secure to wall with
the correct number of hooks and anchors needed for
desired shape.  Anchor is inserted first in the wall,
followed by the J-hook.  They are easily installed in
corners, creating a functional and attractive display.
Ample storage space 14 x 17cm (net size 3ft, 91.4cm),
with adjustable strap up to 5ft (152.4cm): one hammock,
2 J-hooks and 4 anchors. Adult assembly is required.
Suitable for ages 3+.  Maximum weight capacity is
30lbs.  Machine washable. Assorted colours including
bright pink, no colour choice.
ONLY £6
97311 PATCH NYC LARGE PORCELAIN TRAY
- WHALE  by Sarah McMenemy
With an unexpected bright blue, black outline colour
palette and gold foil accents, the Whale Tray from
Galison is beautifully coloured with a jolly blue
background and whale illustration enhanced with gold
foil.  The tray is packaged in a sturdy die-cut window
box and is sure to become the perfect destination for the
safe keeping of keys, jewellery, and other trinkets or
desktop items.  Rectangular, heavyweight, 9.21 x 4.72 x
.55'’, gold trimmed on the tray.  Gift box included.
£15.99 NOW £5.99
96573 2026 DIARY WEEK TO VIEW
by Ashridge
Stylish sunflower-yellow flexi diary in soft, mock
leather. Week-to-view layout (Monday-Sunday) with
forward planner at the bottom, national holidays
marked, and personal info space at the front. Includes
lined notes pages, a ribbon bookmark, and a full-size
wallet pocket inside the back cover for receipts,
business cards, or clippings. A5 size, 146 × 206mm,
128 pages, 100gsm cream paper, bright yellow elastic
closure, soft vegan leather cover.
ONLY £8
97134 ALMOND BLOSSOM VAN GOGH
NOTECARDS  by Ashridge
Beautiful notecards with teal, tissue paper-lined
envelopes, the cards are left blank for your own
message.  We have chosen these high-quality cards
depicting Almond Blossoms by Vincent van Gogh, one
of several paintings made in 1888 and 1890 in Arles
and Saint-Remy, southern France.  Flowering trees
were special to van Gogh and here they have been
picked out in gold leaf printer’s foil, and the envelopes
are not just plain white but a beautiful pale blue with
the almond design in shadow and the lining real tissue
paper in a matching turquoise teal colour.
ONLY £11

!!!!!
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GARDENING

98050 RHS
COMPLETE
GARDENER’S
MANUAL: New
Edition
by Dorling Kindersley
The number one
bestseller we are
delighted to have
discounted, a one-stop
treasure trove from the
experts at the Royal
Horticultural Society that
covers every aspect of

gardening.  Classic borders, flowers to attract wildlife, a
vegetable patch, a picturesque garden for all to marvel
at is achievable.  Delve into this concise and practical
guide, fully illustrated with colour detailed step-by-steps
and inspirational gardening ideas.  There are instructions
for simple hard landscaping such as building a raised bed,
creating a pond, laying a patio; advice on controlling
weeds and pests; how to water, feed, prune and
propagate your garden plants.  Learn how to plan, sow,
plant and protect your garden throughout the year and
discover designing with plants using colour and texture.
Grow your own cherries, enjoy summer and autumn
perennials, learn about lawns, propagating plants,
pruning roses, growing strawberries, peaches, nectarines,
cherries, pears, and managing a glut.  Garlic, onions,
radishes, sweetcorn and use the handy vegetable crop
planner from asparagus, potatoes and pumpkins to
tomatoes and turnips.  Pick up a seed catalogue and the
choice is inspiring, and consider quality, taste, organic
crops, your time available, a continuous harvest and
how to make space and room to grow using containers,
walls and fences and mixed planting like mixing globe
artichokes, winter kale and Swiss chard, ornamental in
their own right.  Big beautiful design, hundreds of colour
illus., 448pp, 20 x 24cm.
£25 NOW £16

97017 DAFFODILS:
Beautiful Varieties for
Home and Garden
by Naomi Slade
Celebrating the arrival of
spring, this beautifully
presented book explores
one of the season’s most
beloved flowers through a
blend of practical guidance,
history, and design
inspiration.  Slade presents
daffodils from compact
species to bold,

architectural varieties. The book offers clear advice on
cultivation, planting, naturalising, container growing,
and using daffodils effectively in borders, meadows,
woodland settings, and pots. Alongside this practical
focus, it weaves in botanical background, symbolism,
and the cultural history of narcissus.  Illustrated with
elegant full-page colour photography, the book
showcases a wide range of varieties including Ice
Follies, Barrett Browning, Sailboat, Sir Winston
Churchill, Jack Snipe, Pinkie Lee, Stainless, Petit Four,
Acropolis, and White Marvel, among many others. With
glossary and guidance on care and growing. 240 large-
quality pages.
£25 NOW £6  SAVE £19!
97208 WATER IN THE GARDEN
by Andi Clevely
Waterfalls, a watercourse, a series of pebbled streams,
a classy Koi carp pond, assertive geometry of a formal
pool - a water feature will bring vitality and
enchantment to any garden.  This beautifully designed
book shows you how you can create one, whatever
the size of your garden, ambition or budget. Clevely
supplies all the practical know-how that you need to
make a water feature providing clear instructions on
calculating size, construction and pump installation as
well as advice on extra touches such as islands, edges,
lighting and fish.  He tells you too about the plants that
revel in watery conditions, and how best to grow
them: those like water lilies that like to stand in deep
water, the marginals such as irises and kingcups that
flourish on the edges. Colour photos, 112 large pages.
£9.99 NOW £4.75

96744 THOUSAND YEAR OLD GARDEN
by Nick Stewart Smith

Subtitled ‘Inside the Secret Garden at Lambeth Palace,’
this book invites readers behind high stone walls in

central London to explore a 10-acre garden cultivated
for over a thousand years. Head Gardener Nick

Stewart Smith opens the gates and leads us through a
haven where nature and wildlife thrive, even in one of
the world’s busiest cities.  Full of reflections, wisdom,
and charming anecdotes, the book reveals the delicate
balance between cultivated and wild spaces and the
gardener’s role in bringing out the best of both. With

beautiful line illustrations, it offers a captivating story of
a historic garden and the people who care for it. With

beautiful line art, 176 pages, paperback.
£16.99 NOW £3.50  REDUCED

97423 VEGETABLE GARDENING FOR
BEGINNERS
by Samantha and Daniel Johnson
Learn how to cultivate asparagus, tomatoes, squash,
basil, peppers, dill, cauliflower, carrots, garlic, kale,
gourds, peas, spinach, lavender, oregano, peppermint,
tarragon, pumpkin and every other vegetable and fruit
and herbs under the sun. Along the way, you’ll
discover the essentials of soil preparation, seedlings,
germination, composting, plant families, season
extension, organic gardening and much more. Packed
with colour photographs and easy-to-follow guidance.
144 page large softback.
£9.99 NOW £4

97443 IDIOT’S GUIDES STRAW BALE
GARDENING  by John Tullock

Raised beds or built-in heat straw bales? Grow your
own fresh vegetables just about anywhere - they are
ideal for any space.  Warm season crops include basil,
green beans and okra, and cool season beetroot, kale,

lettuce and strawberry among many more.  Extend
your growing season and enjoy unique planting

opportunities for beans, cucumbers, okra, strawberries,
broccoli, leeks, potatoes, peppers, dill and 60 more
types of fruit, veg and herbs. Hundreds of helpful,
step-by-step colour photographs illustrate how to

construct trellises, arrange, prepare, and successfully
grow a very attractive looking straw bale garden. Full
of colour. 19.7 x 23.5cm. 218 glossy page paperback.

£12.99 NOW £6.50
97000 WHAT MAKES A GARDEN
by Jinny Blom
Widely praised as a ‘future classic’ and recognised as
Gardening Book of the Year at the Garden Media Guild
Awards 2024, the book builds on themes from The
Thoughtful Garden, Blom takes a multidisciplinary
approach, weaving together architecture, conservation,
art, and a holistic design ethos that centres human
experience. She explores how gardens can engage all
five senses - touch, scent, sound, taste, and sight -
treating them as dynamic spaces shaped by time,
culture, and natural forces.  The book also examines
the practical and structural elements of garden design,
from walls, fences, railings, gravel, and water features
to soil types, fungi, and container planting. Illustrated
with striking photography and botanical drawings, it
showcases gardens in Italy, England, Scotland, and
urban settings, all presented in a large, heavyweight
248-page volume.
£35 NOW £9.50  SAVE £25.50!

97643 WILLIE, WILLIE,
HARRY, STEE An Epically
Short History of Our
Kings and Queens
by Charlie Higson,
illustrated by Jim Moir
The British monarchy has
never been short of scandal,
eccentricity or downright bad
behaviour! The Fast Show star
Charlie Higson joins forces with
his chum Vic Reeves (Jim Moir)
for a hilarious, fact-packed
romp through the lives of
Britain’s monarchs - a modern-

day 1066 and All That with considerably more facts.
From William the Conqueror and the rival Harolds to the
truth behind Harold’s famous ‘arrow in the eye’, Higson
reveals the myths and brutal realities behind the crown.

Henry II murdered his
old friend Thomas
Becket, while Henry
VIII’s notorious
marriages are almost
overshadowed by his
astonishing 52-inch
waist and the special
pulley needed to lift him
onto his horse.  The
Stuarts, Hanoverians
and Victorians provide
plenty more intrigue,
from George I’s
adulterous queen and
her lover’s mysterious
disappearance to tiny
Queen Victoria, who
presided over huge

industrial and scientific change. Even Prince Albert gets a
sharp look, while the myth of Victoria’s secret marriage
to John Brown is given short shrift.  From Andrew’s birth
in 1960 to Charles III, Higson brings the royal story
right up to the present, asking whether today’s royals
would have survived the ruthless world of medieval
kingship.  413pp, line drawings.
£22 NOW £8
96074 HERE COMES THE FUN: A Year of
Making Merry  by Ben Aitken
Aitken filled his calendar with potentially pleasurable
pursuits - a pilgrimage in Spain, afternoon bingo,
volunteering in a charity shop, sitting on a bench,
improv, wake boarding, learning Welsh, attempting
yoga, taking line dancing lessons, ecstatic dancing, edible
gardening, book club, Finnish sauna, birdwatching,
singing in a choir, camping, talking to strangers,
rollerblading, conversation, we enjoy the author’s year
of making merry. 304pp.
£18.99 NOW £3  SAVE £15.99!

HUMOUR

98034 BLOOM:
Flowering Plants for
Indoors and
Balconies
by Lauren Camilleri
and Sophia Kaplan
You don’t need a
sprawling garden to
brighten your life with
flowers. Bloom will show
you how any space, no
matter how small, can be
transformed into a

colourful oasis with flowering plants.  Beautifully
designed and organised, the contents cover the science
of flowers, plant care including light, position, water,
potting mix, fertiliser, maintenance and cut flowers, a
gardening glossary, a key to each season and a year of
flowering plants. The ultimate guide to beautiful blooms,
Lauren and Sophia from Leaf Supply have tips for care,

selection,
styling and
arrangement.
60 plus
flowering
plant profiles
and
interviews
with plant-
lovers who
have filled
their homes
with
blooming
plants, the
book includes
a useful
gardening
glossary on
bracts,
deadheading,

drought hardy plants, hybrids, frost hardy,
overwintering, pinching back, tropical and more.  Colour
photos of such beauties as the heart-shaped Flamingo
flower a member of the Araceae family, the familiar
Peace Lily, Cosmos, Emerald Forest, Columbine, White
Batflower with its extraordinary tendrils, the humble
Begonia with its soft furry leaves, a Chain of Hearts
which dangles from a hanging pot, the Snow Poppy, the
Dancing Lady orchid, the Garden Pansy and more. With
a host of talented contributors and photographers and
researchers, an elegant heavyweight hardback packed
with colour photos. 23 x 25cm.  224 pages.
£28 NOW £11

NEW AGE AND OCCULT

!!!!!

88641 TAROT
To explore the Tarot is to
explore ourselves, to be
reminded of a connection to
the divine. This 600 year old
tradition reflects not only a
history of seekers, but our
journey of artistic expression,
and a metaphysical tradition.
Its history, long and obscure,
has been passed down
through secret writing, oral
tradition, and the scholarly
tomes of philosophers and
sages.  Consult the 22
beautiful Major Arcana cards

and explore in this fascinating visual compendium
imaginative works ranging from rare Medieval decks to
contemporary cards created by artists like Niki de Saint
Phalle and Salvador Dalí.  Learn the sacred and the
arcane, a progression of the practice, artists, creators and
mystics, early decks and iconography, a Tarot timeline
and reading the Tarot.  There are essays from experts
and extraordinarily beautiful design as the examples,
mostly in colour feature in one huge illustration and
sometime two per page.  The Fool, Magician, High
Priestess, Emperor, Empress, Hierophant, Lovers,
Chariot, Strength, Hermit, The Wheel of Fortune - and
that is only half for then we go on to the Minor Arcana
and tools for transformation with wands, cups, swords
and pentacles. Beautifully designed, Taschen, 17 x 24
cm, 520 pages.
ONLY £28
96007 NEW AGE: Searching for The Spiritual

Self  by Nevill Drury
By a leading scholar of Western esotericism, this book

explores how the New Age movement blends quantum
physics, consciousness research, and personal spiritual

experience. Drury traces its roots in the 1960s
counterculture, the influence of figures from Swedenborg

to Gurdjieff, and insights from Indian and Native
American traditions. Chapters examine Esalen, Gestalt,
psychedelia, mysticism, science and spirituality, and the
challenge of death. Softback, 224pp, largely in colour.

£14.95 NOW £2

96019 SHAMANIC
ODYSSEY: Homer,
Tolkien, & The Visionary
Experience
by Robert Tindall and
Susana Bustos
Weaving together the native
and healing traditions of ancient
Greeks and Celts alongside the
wisdom of indigenous plant
medicine healers, the authors
uncover the hidden world of
the Odyssey. From the
Cyclops encounter to

Odysseus’s journey to the Land of the Dead, episodes
are seen through the lens of vision quests, healing
plants, and the lessons of animals. Drawing on Homer,
Shakespeare, Tolkien, and shamans of the Americas,
this is a journey into a world where old gods, nature,
and ritual guide human life. 212pp, illustrated softback.
£14.99 NOW £2
96842 DALI TAROT: Deck of 78 Tarot Cards
by Johannes Fiebig
For Live and Let Die, producer Albert Broccoli
commissioned Surrealist maestro Salvador Dalí to design
a custom tarot deck. Inspired by his wife Gala, Dalí
embraced mysticism and continued the project even
after the deal fell through. Published in a limited 1984
edition that has long sold out, it was the first entirely
new tarot set by a renowned painter. Drawing on
European art from antiquity to modernity, Dalí combined
arcane symbolism with his signature wit and colour.
Taschen’s reissue presents all 78 cards, each reproduced
in full colour, with a booklet by tarot expert Johannes
Fiebig explaining the cards, their meanings, practical
reading tips, and step-by-step instructions for
newcomers. Deck and booklet in box, 18.8 x 33cm,
184pp, English, French, and German. New reissue from
Taschen.
ONLY £50

SUPERNATURAL OFFERINGS ON PAGE 30!

90454 ULTIMATE CARTOON BOOK OF BOOK
CARTOONS  edited by Bob Eckstein

A hilarious love letter to books, bookshops and the people
who can never resist another book! Inspired by hundreds

of stories from the world of bookselling, this collection
brings together 33 of America’s finest cartoonists poking

fun at bookshop cats, collectors, owners, authors, readers
and all the wonderfully chaotic things that happen in

bookshops.  Expect overflowing bookshelves, eccentric
bookshop signs, questionable literary displays and plenty

of painfully familiar bibliophile behaviour.  Highlights
include a house so buried in books that its owners and

dog have been banished outside; Adam and Eve in Eden
wondering, ‘I can’t help thinking there’s a book in this’; a
display of Latte Damaged Books; and memoirs arranged
under the headings ‘Way Better Than Your Life’, ‘Pretty
Much Like Your Life’ and ‘Way Worse Than Your Life.’
Featuring cartoon masters including Nick Downes and

Bob Mankoff. 144 large pages, 133 full page cartoons. 21
x 22.5cm.

£13.99 NOW £7
96427 DIFFERENT TIMES: A History of British
Comedy  by David Stubbs
From Chaplin and Laurel’s slapstick, to Spike Milligan and
Monty Python’s surreal humour, through Benny Hill’s
golden age of political incorrectness, and the punk-inspired
alternative scene, David Stubbs traces the evolution of
British comedy. He explores the writers, performers, and
unsung heroes behind the laughs, showing how humour
reflects society, shapes national identity, and evolves
with the times - from Ealing classics to East Cheam
(1945-61) to Outnumbered. 400pp.
£20 NOW £5  SAVE £15!
97079 HOW DID WE END UP HERE?
Unpublished Letters to the Daily Telegraph
edited by Kate Moore
2023 edition of the bestselling series.  From the cost of
living crisis to King Charles’ coronation; the unstoppable
rise of AI to the Ashes, nothing escapes the hilariously
whimsical and sometimes risqué musings of the
Telegraph letter writers.  SIR - When it comes to the
NHS, Rishi Sunak is tackling the crocodiles rather than
draining the swamp.   SIR - Shrinkflation has got so bad
now that Wagon Wheels should be renamed Trolley
Wheels.  SIR - Who needs artificial intelligence to read a
person’s mind? 206 pages.
£9.99 NOW £3.25
96823 VIZ ANNUAL 2024: The Barber’s Pole
by Viz Magazine
Viz Annual Compilation 302-311.  Two years’ worth of
Viz mayhem in one hilarious volume! Dive into the
outrageous adventures of Roger Mellie, The Fat Slags,
Sid the Sexist, Biffa Bacon, Johnny Fartpants, Raffles
the Gentleman Thug, and many more, alongside classic
strips like Mrs Brady Old Lady, The Drunken Bakers,
and Ptolemy’s Bum-Hole Tombola. Packed with
Readers’ Letters, Top Tips, spoof ads, quizzes, games,
and cut-out fun, this is a feast of irreverent humour for
adults. 224pp, 30 × 23.5cm.
£13.99 NOW £3.75
96824 VIZ ANNUAL 2025: The Guard’s
Parcel  by Viz Magazine
Viz: The Annual 312-321.  A hardback collection of a
year’s worth of Viz, Britain’s famously rude and
irreverent adult comic. Enjoy the Broon Windsors, Billy
the Fish, Cindy Felix, Crypto Nige, Foodie Bollocks,
Star Letters, Top Tips and much more. True tales, daft
games, outrageous cartoons, and irrepressibly juvenile
humour fill every page. 224pp, colour, 24 × 30cm.
£13.99 NOW £6
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OUR GUARANTEE
All books supplied on approval (except overseas). We
will gladly accept the return, at your expense, within
two weeks of receipt of any you do not wish to keep.
Should there be anything wrong with your order,
please let us know within 7 days and we will rectify
this. Please report any mistakes in your order in the
same time period, enclosing packing note. You will
receive a credit or cash refund as you prefer.    Please
do not return the books unless we request you to do
so. Returns to: Bibliophile,  31 Riverside, 55 Trinity
Buoy Wharf, London  E14 0FP
Why are Bibliophile’s books so cheap?
In many cases, our mint condition books are publisher
overstocks.  All  are hardbacks unless paperback is
specified.  Where mentioned, ‘Remainder Mark’
denotes small felt tip line across page edges: otherwise
book in mint condition.
YOUR DELIVERIES
The speed of delivery depends on a number of factors,
some of which are outside our control, such as the
varying time the our carriers take to deliver. So,
please be patient. The warehouse staff are very keen
and strive valiantly to achieve a quick turn-around of
orders - but sometimes we do need our full 28 days.
We have local couriers who operate between 07.30am
and 9pm to provide deliveries at a more convenient

time.  If your courier has called and you are not at
home, you simply call the telephone number left on the
“Sorry I missed you” card to arrange a re-delivery
directly with Yodel’s courier at a mutually agreeable
time. They will also try a neighbour.
YOUR ORDERS
PLEASE ALLOW 7-10 WORKING DAYS FOR
DELIVERY (UK ONLY)
We endeavour to provide a 5 day turnaround of orders
from our small, expert Team. Our picking of multiple
titles and careful packaging is a time-consuming and
precise business. Please be patient during busy times.
Please send orders to Bibliophile 31 Riverside, 55
Trinity Buoy Wharf, London  E14 0FP
Queries and orders by telephone
020 74 74 24 74.
PRIORITY Orders £6.50 extra.
NO SUBSCRIPTION FEE.
POSTAGE AND PACKING CHARGES
We have always charged less for postage than the actual
cost to us. We have a flat rate agreement with our carriers
for every parcel, no matter how big or small. We charge
£4.50 per order to UK customers.
OVERSEAS CUSTOMERS
We regret we can not accept payment with Canadian or
Republic of Ireland Postal Orders, Electron or Solo cards.
PRIVACY POLICY  See website.

CRAFTS PETS

97499 MY CROCHET
ANIMALS: Crochet 12
Furry Animal Friends
plus 35 Stylish
Clothes & Accessories
by Isabelle Kessedjian
Cute creatures with
personality plus! Crochet
yourself a family of fun
furry animal friends that
are guaranteed to make
you smile. Instagram
sensation Isabelle
Kessedjian has created this
adorable range of forest

and farmyard animals with their very own stylish
wardrobes - all in crochet! Using Isabelle’s easy patterns,
discover how to personalize them with your choice of
clothing and accessories.  Each animal is presented as a
mini story to bring your new friend to life, with a whole
heap of extras to complete each scene. Go on a day out
with Family Rabbit and their baby Bunny, take a
romantic trip to Paris with Koala and Panda, have fun on
a camping trip with Bear complete with satchel and
camera, explore the forest with Reindeer and Fox, and
enjoy a feast with the pink and perky Pigs. 27.7 x
21cm. 96 page paperback.
ONLY £9
96537 MOUNTING AND SETTING
STONES  by Sonia Cheadle
An essential guide for professional and
amateur jewellers, this book covers the art of
stonesetting, a skilled craft requiring precision and the
right materials. It explains how to set faceted or
cabochon stones and how to prepare mounts using
traditional metalworking techniques.  Learn classic
techniques such as rub-over (bezel) settings, claw
settings popularised by Audrey Hepburn, gipsy
settings, pavé, channel, and modern tension settings.
Detailed instructions, colour photos, and diagrams
illustrate how to secure stones in rings, pendants, and
other jewellery.  The appendices include finishing tips,
shortcuts, UK tool suppliers, and a handy glossary. 126
pages, softback, colour.
£20 NOW £5  SAVE £15!

97446 ONE-DAY
ROOM MAKEOVERS
by Martin Amado
Sub-titled ‘How to Get
the Designer Look
for Less with Three
Easy Steps’, covering
Living rooms with
balance and comfort,
Bedrooms suites for
personal sanctuary,
Dining rooms with a
stylish menu for
entertaining, Nursery
rooms with room to grow

and keep pennies in the piggy bank, and Teen
bedrooms filled with creative fun and good storage to
encourage some tidiness, Guest bedrooms, Home
Office, Multipurpose rooms and Outdoor rooms to add
value to your home.  By painting the walls,
rearranging key pieces of furniture and adding new
decorative accessories to complete the style, your
boring living room will beautifully and stylishly come to
life at practically no cost. Amado  teaches homeowners
how to use the furniture they already have and either
buy or DIY inexpensive decorative accessories to get
the designer look for less! Think of this book as
Changing Rooms meets Martha Stewart. With simple
and sensible adjustments room by room, lighting and
artwork suggestions, updated bookcases, accent walls
and more. 10 in-depth projects to peek at, 100 colour
photographs. 18.8 x 23cm. 192 page softback.
£17.99 NOW £7
97332 250 PAGE CRAFT KIT SET: Draw &
Write Kid Journal  by Kid Made Modern
250 pages of creative fun, this craft kit and kid journal
offers a variety of engaging activities, encourages artistic
expression, writing skills and imaginative play, making it
a popular choice for family, parents and teachers. This
incredibly colourful kit contains a 250 page journal 5 x 7"
(12.7 x 17.7cm), 8 markers - red, orange, yellow, green,
blue, purple, pink and black - 1 multicolour pen, 2 rolls of
glitter tape (1.5cm x 2.8m each) in gold and fuchsia pink,
5 paper rolls (1.2cm x 4.5m) in blue, red, yellow, pink
and green, 3 holographic sticker sheets in silver and gold,
4 bright multicoloured sticker sheets with all shapes and
sizes.  Ages 6+.  Boxed set 28 x 6.5 x 23cm. Fantastic
value for money, CE safety approved.
ONLY £12
97351 POLYFOAM OWL SHAPE CRAFT
PIECE: 7.6cm Tall by CraftMedley
This polyfoam (polystyrene) chubby owl-shaped model
8.5cm by 13.5cm, has a face with large eyes indents
and claws on his perch, and is ideally sized for
customisation with paint, glitter, fabric, gel, ink or other
pens and other decorative materials.  The smooth
surface of the polyfoam allows for easy adhesion of
different media.  These owl shapes are also very
popular for seasonal decorations, children’s crafts, and
personalised gifts and their light weight makes them
easy to handle and display.  Grab several to make your
very own Owl family!
ONLY £3

97489 CROSS STITCH FOR THE SOUL: 20
Designs to Inspire  by Emma Congdon

Craft your own soothing and uplifting collection of
inspirational designs that turn positive words into
beautiful stitched keepsakes.  Created by leading

designer Emma Congdon (Stitchrovia), this modern
cross-stitch guide features bold, stylish typography

patterns for all skill levels. Colourful design templates
with quotes including ‘No Act of Kindness However

Small Is Ever Wasted’, ‘A Good Companion Shortens
the Longest Road’, ‘Start Each Day with A Grateful

Heart’, ‘The Best View Comes After the Hardest Climb’,
‘Be Not Afraid of Going Slowly Be Afraid Only Of
Standing Still’ and ‘Worry Does Not Take Away

Tomorrow’s Troubles It Takes Away Today’s Peace.’
Each design gives Info such as stitch count and stitched

size and a Shopping List showing how many skeins
needed, size of embroidery hoop and suggested Antique
white Aida or Linen. 274 x 212mm, 112pp. Paperback.

ONLY £12.50  REDUCED
97441 HOME SEWN HOME: 12 Gorgeous
Projects to Sew for the Home by Sally Walton
12 simple sewing projects suitable for beginners, along
with a tools and techniques section, carefully outlining
the fundamental skills and equipment required, as well
as offering advice on how to source the right materials to
achieve an authentic vintage feel.  The projects reflect
the key areas of the home the living room, kitchen and
utility, bedroom, bathroom and include: Ironing board
cover, Envelope Cushion, Weighted geometric Doorstop,
Makeup bag, Laundry bag, Clothes peg bag, Travel
shoe bag, Pretty apron, Padded coat hanger, Plastic bag
keeper, Oven gloves and large useful Storage box.
Learn hand and machine sewing, embellishment,
gathering, embroidery stitches, making eyelets and
fastening techniques, and more.  Colour photos, 21.6 x
27cm.  48 page paperback.
£5.99 NOW £4
97501 STITCH 50 CATS: Easy Sewing
Patterns for Cute Plush Kitties by Alison J. Reid
Why not try a Norwegian Forest Cat, Sokoke, Siamese,
Sphynx and even a Lion! Be the cat that got the cream
with this delightfully feline collection of easy hand-sewn
projects. This charming guide turns your favourite cats
into felt companions, from fluffy long-hairs and sleek
short-hairs to hairless wonders and even the occasional
big cat with attitude.  Pattern, colour and shape are key,
so capturing these details in felt was important. Each
design comes with step-by-step instructions and full-size
templates, making it easy to create your own miniature
pride of perfectly stitched kitties. Whip up brooches, bag
charms and home decorations, or go full cat-obsessed
and scale them into plush toys. 128 pages, 23.7 x 22cm.
ONLY £12

97502 SUSTAINABLE KNITTING FOR
BEGINNERS AND BEYOND 20 Patterns for
Environmentally Friendly Knits  by Epipa

Unravel the problem of unsustainable knitting and dive
into a world where eco-friendly fibres intertwine with

creativity.  From choosing eco-friendly yarns like
bamboo and organic cotton to reducing your yarn
footprint, this book is your roadmap to sustainable
stitches.  Learn techniques for repurposing materials

and creating zero waste patterns, tips for transforming
old t-shirts and linens into unique cotton yarn, and step-

by-step instructions for restoring unravelled yarn and
turning abandoned projects into masterpieces.

Authored by renowned knitting pattern designer,
blogger, and environmentalist Sascia Strohhammer,

a.k.a. Epipa, chapters include Mindful and Sustainable
in the Wool Shop and Make Your Own T-Shirt Yarn,

and includes projects for a Basic Top - Skills: Beginner
very easy, Backpack - Skills: Slightly advanced,

Kitchen Towel - Skills: Beginner very easy.  273 x
212mm. Colour photos, clear layout and instructions.

128 page paperback.
ONLY £10  REDUCED

97030 CREATIVE KITS: Mini Piñatas Kit
by Katie Hewat
Piñatas are traditionally handcrafted models filled with
sweets and used at celebrations, where they’re broken
open to release treats as a prize. They can also be used
as decorative ornaments, party decorations, storage
boxes, or cheerful room accents.  This kit includes pre-cut
cardboard piñata bases and materials to help you create
12 mini designs, along with a 48-page colourful
instruction book. Inside the pack you’ll find crepe paper
in pink, green, and orange, googly eyes, assorted
coloured card, jute string, and balloons, plus guidance for
projects such as a lion, bee, bunny, penguin, unicorn,
monster, pineapple, fish, rocket, and flamingo. Plus
additional basic materials needed, such as newspapers,
papier-mâché glue, paint, scissors, and decorative items
like sequins and ribbon. Suitable for ages eight and up.
$14.99 NOW £4.75
97594 POSITIVELY ROCKS: Paint it Forward!

by Katie Cameron
Get your rocks off - creatively! Discover the

wonderfully relaxing art of painting stones and turn
ordinary pebbles into colourful little works of art. Rock

painting is spreading joy worldwide, with cheerful
designs and positive messages that encourage

creativity, kindness and happiness.   This brilliant
starter kit shows you how to create 12 eye-catching
designs, with expert tips for hand-lettering, dots and
painting techniques. Make a glorious unicorn, striking

geometric patterns, a special pocket pebble or a
thoughtful handmade gift.  Created by Canadian rock
artist Katie Cameron, the kit includes four large river
stones, three acrylic paints, a fine paint brush, dotting

tool, five gel pens and a permanent marker, plus a
colourful 48-page large softback instruction book. 18.4 x

26cm. Ages 8 to adult.
$16.99 NOW £9.25

97019 FOLLOW MY LEAD
by Emily Gill
Subtitled ‘UK Walking
Adventures For You And Your
Dog’, from breathtaking coastal
paths and beautiful unspoilt
beaches that stretch for miles,
to historic cities, picturesque
market towns, stunning
marshlands, and charming
countryside, use this book to
sniff out the best dog friendly
hotspots. Here are tips on the
best places to eat and stay as

well as recommendations of where to find new activities
like dog friendly seal boat trips in Norfolk, indoor play
areas designed exclusively for dogs in Manchester, and
scenic narrow gauge railways in Gwynedd. 35 locations
arranged Colour photos.
£14.99 NOW £2.75
97020 FOREVER MAX The Lasting Adventures
of the World’s Most Loved Dog
by Kerry Irving
The heartwarming, inspiring final chapter in the life of
Max the Miracle dog. Shortly after a traumatic car
accident, Kerry Irving met Max, a Springer Spaniel who
completely changed his life and inspired many others
around the world, helping to raise hundreds of thousands
of pounds for good causes. Forever Max follows Kerry
and his beloved companion on their final adventures
around the Lake District, from bringing comfort and joy
during lockdown to navigating Max’s twilight years, with
fellow spaniels Paddy and Harry by his side. This
touching tribute celebrates the incredible legacy he
leaves behind. Colour photos, 293 pages, paperback.
£10.99 NOW £3
97445 MY ADORABLE CAT JOURNAL: A
Journal and Keepsake Book
by Chronicle Books
Calling all cat parents! The inset front cover allows you
to insert your favourite cat picture in the envelope front
cover cutaway!  A spin-off on the traditional baby book,
this one-of-a-kind guided journal invites cat mums and
dads to celebrate their sweet kitty (no matter the age) in
words and pictures, resulting in a cherished keepsake.
With amusing prompts like Average hours sleeping per
day and playful illustrations, record all the precious
moments and paw prints, and your details and memories
with kitty on colourful lined pages.  Pets, and particularly
cats, will always be a big part of our lives. 13.5 x
18.5cm. Lovely colour illus, 112 pages.
£13.99 NOW £5.25

97210 ZOOBORNS
by Andrew Bleiman
and Chris Eastland
An insanely adorable book
based on the hugely
popular website
ZooBorns.com from over
1,500 photos of baby
animals taken at accredited
zoos and aquariums from all
over the world.  A pair of
tiny frogmouth owls, an

aye aye, Emperor tamarin, wildcats, beluga whales,
Bengal tigers, baby Western Lowland gorilla with his
expressive face and lined eyes, armadillo, short-beaked
echidna (whose newly hatched babies are called
puggles!), tiny panda, the enormous ears of the fennec
fox, pygmy hippos, and the toothless tamandua with its
40cm long tongue to eat up 9000 ants a day.  Providing
interesting animal facts both generally about the species
and specifically about the details of the individual birth.
Super cute. Colour photos on every page, 150 pages.
£8.99 NOW £3.50
97312 PAWS: This Book Will Help You Take a
Break  by Ally Francis
The purr-fect way to press ‘paws’ and enjoy a few
moments of peace and quiet.  ‘Get away from it all’ - as
a huge pair of hazel eyes peek out from hiding, ‘Worry
about it tomorrow’ as what looks like the most gorgeous
Blue British shorthair concentrates on cleaning his paw,
‘The inspiration you seek is ALREADY WITHIN YOU.
Worry about it tomorrow. My eyes are heavy. Enjoy
the moment. Chill. Be silent and listen - Rumi’ as a
ginger and white cat sleeps soundly curled up on the
window ledge. Full of quotes and gorgeous colour kitty
photographs.  128 very cute pages and apologies if
some have not been trimmed correctly. 5.6 x 7.5".
£8.99 NOW £4

97304 HOW TO TAME
YOUR CAT
by Sam Hart, illus. by
Tatiana Davidova
A fully illustrated book of
tongue-in-cheek advice for cat
parents who struggle to tame
their cat’s inner beast. What do
you do when your furry friend
starts scratching all the
furniture, ruining the flower
beds, stealing your food and
generally wreaking havoc?
Become an elite cat parent

with these nuggets of wisdom. City cats love the daily
discipline of being taken for a walk; observe the calming
effect it has on them.  Install a security-grade toilet-
paper guard to avoid unsolicited homemade confetti.
Bold colourful pages, big quotes and mottoes, hilarious
cartoon colour illus.
£7.99 NOW £4

HEALTH

97307 LITTLE BOOK OF DAILY RITUALS:
Simple Self-Care Routines To Refresh Your
Mind, Body and Spirit  by Vicki Jane Vrint

Drumming, self massage, giving, nurturing a plant, spa
making, body brushing, healthy snacking, forest bathing,

pampering bath - with over 80 guided practices to
choose from, this book is the ideal guide to self-care for
any occasion, whether you need to find calm, energy,
inspiration or comfort, and to carry it out mindfully and
with reverence.  Discover the restorative wonders of
daily rituals to relive the high points of your day and

recharge your batteries; for motivation; or self-expression
to free unexpressed emotions; a candle ritual to refresh
and re-focus your mind and body on peace.  Simple

recipes, 160 pages.
£9.99 NOW £4

97200 SLEEP: All You Need to Know
by Dr Sandi Mann
The book includes a waking diary, relaxation techniques,
coping strategies and natural sleeping aids.  We delve

into circadian rhythms and desynchronisation, medical
conditions, physiological and psychological reasons,
chemical causes, sleep hygiene, the role of medication,
pleasure seeking, learning to cope with little sleep, an
anxiety diary template, pleasure template, gratitude,
deep muscle relaxation script and a sleepy story script for
young children. Colour photos and diagrams. 128 pages.
£12.99 NOW £4.50
96533 INNER CLOCK: Living in Sync with our
Circadian Rhythms  by Lynne Peeples
Explores how our bodies are governed by circadian
rhythms and why aligning with them matters for health
and wellbeing, divided into ‘Clocks,’ ‘Broken,’ and
‘Reset. From jet lag to windowless classrooms, blue-
filtering glasses, LEDs and shift work to energy-efficient
lighting, she investigates how our physiology responds
to disrupted schedules. Personal experiments - such as
spending 10 days in a lightless bunker - reveal the
precision and adaptability of the human body clock.
Studies on school timings, sleep strategies, and even
vaccine efficacy highlight how timing can influence
performance and immunity. 351 pages.
£20 NOW £4  SAVE £16!

!!!!!

Health
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97408 PROPHECIES
by Leonardo da Vinci
Magnanimity - “the falcon only
preys upon big birds, and it
would sooner die than feed on
little birds or stinking meat.”  A
quick read at just 101 pages,
this paperback brings together
the curious, often cryptic
writings of Leonardo da Vinci
(1452-1519), one of the great
polymaths of the Renaissance.
Drawn from the Codex
Atlanticus, The Prophecies is a
collection of enigmatic sayings,

at times playful, at times dark and foreboding, whose
meaning remains open to interpretation but reveal the
extraordinary imagination behind Leonardo’s work.
Alongside these are fragments of fables and aphorisms,
offering glimpses into his thinking on nature, morality
and observation, and providing a rare, intimate look at
the mind of a Renaissance genius.
£7.99 NOW £3

97418 TINY FEET: A Treasury for Parents
Introduced by Lauren Child

Tiny Feet is an eclectic showcase of the most
influential writing about children from the past 300

years. From novelists to paediatricians; from modern
parenting ‘experts’ to child psychologists; from

debunked academics to 1950s ‘agony aunts’, Tiny Feet
contributors include: Isabella Beeton, Charles Darwin,
Robert Louis Stevenson, Maria Montessori, Bertrand
Russell, Bruno Bettelheim on the value of fairy tales;

Erik H. Erikson on the meaning of play; Marvin J.
Gersh on how to raise children in your ‘spare time’;
Good Housekeeping (1913) on how to have ‘better
babies’.  Plus: memoir, fiction and further opinion on

education, child’s play, singing lullabies and more. 150
pages, pagemarker and cloth clothbound edition with

tipped in illustration of booties on the cover.
£15.99 NOW £3 REDUCED

97424 VINDICATIONS
by Mary Wollstonecraft
Written as a passionate riposte to Talleyrand’s report to
the French National Assembly in which he declared that
women needed only a domestic education, A Vindication
of the Rights of Woman attacked the traditional view of
decorative femininity.  Indeed, independence was at the
heart of Wollstonecraft’s philosophy. As a companion
piece, this volume also includes A Vindication of the
Rights of Men - an earlier influential pamphlet advocating
republicanism and social equality.  The two Vindications,
taken together, showcase Wollstonecraft’s rhetorical
talents, as well as her brilliance and depth of thought as
an anti-establishment polemist and social reformer. 343
page paperback.
£8.99 NOW £3.25
23777 THIRTY-NINE STEPS by John Buchan
Recently returned from South Africa, adventurer Richard
Hannay is bored with life, but after a chance encounter
with an American who informs him of an assassination
plot and is then promptly murdered in Hannay’s London
flat, he becomes the obvious suspect and is forced to go
on the run. He heads north to his native Scotland,
fleeing the police and his enemies. Hannay must keep
his wits about him if he is to warn the government
before all is too late. 112pp. Paperback.
ONLY £3.25
95954 IN THE LAND OF THE CYCLOPS:
Essays  by Karl Ove Knausgaard
In these wide-ranging essays, Norwegian writer Karl
Ove Knausgaard reflects on everything from Ingmar
Bergman’s notebooks and Anselm Kiefer, to the
Northern Lights, Madame Bovary, Rembrandt, and
Michel Houellebecq’s Submission. He explores the
fragmented self of schizophrenics and psychotics, the role
of an editor, and the interplay between personal
experience and universal truth.  Accompanied by colour
reproductions, Knausgaard illuminates Cindy Sherman’s
Shadowlands, Sally Mann’s sublime vision, and
Francesca Woodman’s serious play. These essays reveal
his remarkable ability to meditate on life and art with
intelligence, self-scrutiny, and a deep desire to
authentically see and understand the world. 342 pages.
$28 NOW £2.50

LITERATURE

97667 MILTON’S PARADISE LOST
by John Milton, Illustrated by Gustave Doré
John Milton’s towering epic of rebellion, temptation and
the Fall, presented in a sumptuous hardback with gold
cover embossing, illustrated page edges and 50
magnificent engravings by legendary French artist
Gustave Doré.
Opening in the
aftermath of
Satan’s failed
rebellion,
Paradise Lost
plunges straight
into the
darkness of Hell,
where Satan
and his fallen
angels plot their
revenge against
God. Milton’s
Satan is a figure

of extraordinary grandeur, ambition and
tragic defiance, one of literature’s most
complex and controversial characters.  From
the vast halls of Pandemonium to Satan’s
perilous journey across Chaos and into the
newly created world, the poem builds
towards his ultimate target: Adam and Eve
in the Garden of Eden. Their innocence,
temptation and devastating fall become a
profound exploration of free will, sin and the
darker impulses of the human soul.
Influential on writers from J. R. R. Tolkien to Philip Pullman, Milton’s epic remains
one of the greatest works in the English language - a monumental clash between
God and Satan, Heaven and Hell, obedience and rebellion.  Faux-cloth hardback, 384
pages. 23.5 x 29cm. Arcturus Epic Classics.
ONLY £24.99

With Illustrated
Page Edges

96547 THOUSAND GOLDEN CITIES 2,500 Years of Writing from
Afghanistan and its People  edited by Justin Marozzi
2,500 Years of Writing from Afghanistan and its People, this rich anthology restores a
deeper, more complex picture through more than 70 prose extracts and a selection of
poetry.  Modern accounts include Rory Stewart’s The Places in Between, his 2004
walk from Herat to Kabul under constant danger; Ahmed Rashid on militant Islam
after 9/11; and Christina Lamb’s moving report on secret sewing circles where young
women studied literature when girls’ education was banned. Khaled Hosseini appears
both as the author of The Kite Runner and with his 1996 interview with resistance
leader Ahmad Shah Massoud.  The historical range is equally striking: from Herodotus
in the 5th century BCE and Diodorus Siculus in Roman times, to Ferdowsi’s epic Book
of Kings. Later writers include Kipling, E. M. Forster, Eric Newby, Robert Byron,
William Dalrymple and Peter Levi.  A portrait of a country shaped by war, poetry,
faith and resilience.  Paperback, 695 pages.
£30 NOW £10  SAVE £20!
96789 LICENTIOUS FICTIONS by Daniel Poch
Subtitled ‘Ninjo and the Nineteenth-Century Japanese Novel’, this fascinating study
explores how Japanese fiction became preoccupied with ninjo - “human emotion” -
especially love, desire and erotic feeling.  Poch shows how anxieties about literature’s
power to shape emotions and behaviour drove Japanese storytelling from the late
Edo period through the Meiji era.  Rather than replacing earlier ideas, the modern
Meiji novel absorbed and complicated them, balancing passion against reason - a
defining ideal of Japan’s new ‘civilised’ future. Through close readings of major works
from 1603 to 1912, Poch reveals how writers struggled with the fear that fiction
might encourage readers not to control desire, but to give in to it.  Paperback, 320
pages.
£54 NOW £3.75  SAVE £50.25!
97080 HOW TO WRITE LIKE TOLSTOY: A Journey into the Minds of Our
Greatest Writers  by Richard Cohen
Cohen takes us on a fascinating excursion into the lives and minds of our greatest
writers from Balzac and Eliot to Woolf and Nabokov, through to Zadie Smith and
Stephen King, with a few mischievous detours to Tolstoy along the way. Here are
Gabriel Garcia Márquez’s thoughts on how to start a novel (“In the first paragraph
you solve most of the problems with your book”); Virginia Woolf offering her
definition of style (“It is all rhythm. Once you get that, you can’t use the wrong
words”); and Vladimir Nabokov on the nature of fiction (“All great novels are great
fairy tales”).  The result is a unique exploration of the act and art of writing that
enriches our experience of reading both the classics and the best modern fiction. Illus
and archive photos, 323 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £3
97222 TREASURE ISLAND  by Robert Louis Stevenson
“Fifteen men on the dead man’s chest, yo ho ho, and a bottle of rum!” A battered old
seaman with a scarred cheek takes lodgings at the Admiral Benbow inn, drawing
young Jim Hawkins into a world far removed from his quiet life by the sea.  First
published in 1881, this unabridged adventure follows Jim as he discovers a
mysterious map that points to the buried treasure of the notorious Captain Flint. Soon
he is swept into a perilous voyage aboard the Hispaniola, bound for a distant island
where X marks the spot.  But danger lies not only in the hunt for gold - mutiny,
betrayal and sudden death stalk the voyage, and none is more unpredictable than the
charismatic ship’s cook, Long John Silver, whose loyalties are never quite what they
seem.  A thrilling seafaring classic of pirates, treasure and betrayal. 238 pages, fairly
large print.
ONLY £7
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GIFT IDEAS - Do Some Shopping from Your Armchair! More on page 20

BAG YOURS NOW!

Collectable Ornaments
from HALLMARK

ERIC CARLE COLLECTION
SEE PAGE 14

97964 DISNEY TOY STORY SLINKY DOG
COLLECTABLE ORNAMENT
by Hallmark Ornaments
Golly Bob Howdy! Celebrate lots of festive fun with
this sweet Slinky Dog Christmas ornament with real
extending silver metal coil! Hang him up on the tree
for Christmas or around the house year round as part
of your Disney collection.  This ornament is the official
Disney’s Toy Story character made of hard-wearing
resin with a hanging attachment and white satin
ribbon loop for easy and instant display.  With an
adorable cheery face, green collar, huge expressive
eyes and black nose, he is a tan and brown pull-toy
dachshund sporting a metal slinky midsection and a
coiled metal tail with dark red tip.  One of three
collectable ornaments we have available - great for
gift giving. Measures 6.4cm x 4.4cm x 8.3cm.  The
blister and presentation box are fully recyclable.
ONLY £12
97962 PEANUTS WOODSTOCK ON SKIS
COLLECTABLE ORNAMENT
by Hallmark Ornaments
Woodstock is skiing into your heart! With Snoopy’s
favourite feathered friend, this Woodstock collectible
ornament is an adorable gift for a birthday, Christmas
and more.  Made of hard wearing resin it features cute
little Woodstock on skis and geared up in colourful

goggles. Wearing a stripy bobble hat of bold primary
colours - blue, red, green and yellow with blue pompom
on the top, red goggles and scarf, our bright yellow
Woodstock is holding on to his sturdy black metal ski
sticks strapped to his brown snow ski - adorable!  Comes
complete with white satin twine hanger attachment for
easy display, this is not a toy, but for decorative use
only.  For all Charlie Brown, Snoopy and Woodstock
fans, this official Peanuts TM character ornament
measures 5.7cm x 8.9cm x 2.9cm and a perfect pairing
with 97963 Peanuts Snoopy on Sled.  Hallmark gift
boxed.
ONLY £12
97963 PEANUTS SNOOPY ON SLED
COLLECTABLE ORNAMENT
by Hallmark Ornaments
Get excited for the winter festivities and decorate the
Christmas tree with this adorable Peanuts TM character
Snoopy ornament made of hard-wearing resin with
white ribbon ready to hang.  Snoopy wears a stripy
bobble hat of bold primary colours - blue, red, yellow
and green with red pompom on the top.  He is smiling
and sat down little feet forward holding on tight to his
very festive red sled by black metal ropes.  Official
Hallmark ornament 6.5cm x 9.3cm x 3cm, a perfect
pairing with 97962 Peanuts Woodstock on Skis. The
blister and presentation box are fully recyclable.
ONLY £12

97955 BOOKISH CATS REUSABLE
SHOPPING BAG  by Mudpuppy
Bookish Cats Reusable Shopping Bag from
Mudpuppy features nine adorable cat
portraits with huge cartoonish eyes from
classic books including Romeow & Juliet by
William Shakespurr, The Great Catsby by F.
Scott Fitzhairball, Purride & Prejudice by
Jane Pawsten, Alice’s Adventures in
Whiskerland by Lewis Catroll, The
Catventures of Sherlick Holmes by Arthur
Clawnan Doyle and The Clawdyssey by
Homeow repeated on both sides - brilliant!.
This tote is a great low-price alternative to
single-use plastic bags, size: 14.5 x 12.75 x
5.5" in non-woven (recycled plastic), spot
clean, do not wash.  With thick black sturdy handles and BOOKISH CATS printed along the top of the bag in
black, each is a hilarious bold colour design of adorable looking cartoon cats.  A purrrrrfect pressie idea!
ONLY £8
97956 LITERARY TALES REUSABLE TOTE BAG  by Wendy Gold and Galison
The Literary Tales Reusable Tote from Galison features the gorgeous floral work from bestselling artist Wendy
Gold. It is a great low-price alternative to single-use plastic bags, size: 14.5 x 12.75 x 5.5" (38.6 x 32.4 x 14cm,
handle length: 7.5", 19cm in non-woven (recycled plastic), spot clean, do not wash. With thick black sturdy
handles with a design of colourful large book spines in red, green, blue, yellow, with titles including TALL
TALES & LEGENDS, Once Upon A Times & Happy Endings, PLOT TWISTS, Magical Lands & Faraway
Places, Love Triangles and HEROES & HEROINES repeated on both sides.  The perfect gift for yourself and
for the bibliophiles in your life!
ONLY £7.50

97965
WILLIAM
MORRIS 2027
WEEKLY
ORGANISER
CALENDAR
by Robert
Frederick
Stay organised in
style with this
elegant family
calendar featuring
classic Arts and
Crafts William Morris
designs on each
page. With the
beautiful cover
image of Strawberry
Thief (1881) with
birds, strawberries
and flowers in
brown, yellow and
shades of green,
blue and red.  Five
spacious daily blocks
planning columns for

each family member, the wall organiser is perfect for
keeping on top of appointments, medication,
association, club or school dates and weekly plans.
Wipe-clean overlay and pen included: use the clear
overlay sheet to write names and recurring events.
Simply wipe clean and reuse each month.  Tear-off
Lists on every page - each monthly spread includes a
detachable shopping list and to-do list, you can just
write, tear, and take it with you.  Large wall format 30
x 31cm, (30 x 60cm
when open), easy-to-
hang with a sturdy
copper wire binding
and metal loop, it’s a
perfect stylish addition
to your kitchen,
hallway or home
office.  Plastic free
packaging, heavy
quality item.  Includes
dry eraser pen with
built in sponge.
ONLY £10

Wipe-clean overlay
and pen included -

simply wipe clean and
reuse each month.

97958 PADDINGTON WITH SCARF SOFT TOY
BEAR  by Rainbow Designs
Raise a toast - and a marmalade sandwich - to celebrate
the 60th anniversary of Michael Bond’s first storybook
starring everyone’s favourite bear. The Large Cuddly
Paddington Bear with soft
colourful tartan scarf has
been inspired by the
beautiful Peggy Fortnum
illustrations whose
artworks are
synonymous with the

original Paddington books and portray Paddington Bear in his blue duffel coat and
his battered old red bush hat. This stunning, premium quality, nostalgic
Paddington Bear toy been created specially to commemorate the momentous
60th occasion and features the distinctive anniversary artwork, along with a
beautiful, checked scarf with P.B. embroidered in golden real  stitching
along with an embroidered brown paw print on the soles of his paws,
mid-blue duffle coat with hood and embroidered toggles and big red hat.
This bear is soft and cuddly enough to appeal to younger Paddington Bear fans and
stylish enough to look the part on any collector’s shelf and is a good weight.  24 x
14 x 29cm height. Clothing detachable except for hat.  Complete with brown fabric label
reading Please look after this BEAR THANK YOU!
ONLY £36

97035 PADDINGTON IN PERU:
The Jungle Quest
adapted by Lauren Holowaty
Join Paddington and the Brown
family on a thrilling journey from
Windsor Gardens all the way to the
mountains of Peru in this beautifully
illustrated lift-the-flap adventure
based on the third Paddington film.
When they arrive to visit Aunt Lucy,
they discover she has vanished deep
into the jungle - leaving behind a
mystery that only Paddington can

solve. Retrace his footsteps through Peru as you lift over 50 flaps, crack codes, follow clues and uncover
fascinating facts along the way.  Packed with colourful illustrations by Katie Hickey, the book also introduces
Spanish words like comida and churros, explores the Amazon River and the legend of El Dorado, and even
reveals the secrets of ancient Incan knot language. Highlights include a detailed jungle maze and a fold-out
rescue mission page.  A lively, interactive jungle quest full of adventure, discovery and Paddington’s trademark
charm designed for ages six and up plus of course collectors of lift-the-flap books.
£20 NOW £6

MORE CALENDARS
ON PAGE 20!

97853 DOG
COASTERS
by Marcel George
These 15 sturdy
cardboard coasters
feature favourite dog
breeds like the
Dalmatian, Beagle,
Shiba Inu, Border Collie,
Cocker Spaniel, Golden
Retriever, Pug, Siberian
Husky and of course the

adorable Whippet among them.  15 different designs in
clear resealable packaging, 20 x 15cm, bring them out
for your next Crufts viewing party!
£11.99 NOW £5

97848 CAT
COASTERS
by Marcel George
The cat illustrator has
produced 15 different
designs for these sturdy
cardboard coasters.  The
breeds include the
Bengal, Balinese,
American Shorthair,
Abyssinian, Snowshoe,
Siamese, the Spotted

Savannah, the Ragdoll, the sleek black Bombay, the
Toyger and the Turkish Vankedisi among them.  In
clear resealable packaging.  20 x 15cm.
£11.99 NOW £6

98056 VERY MERRY
COCKTAILS DECK: 50
Festive Drink Recipes
by Chronicle Books
FA LA LA LA LA LA! It’s
the Christmas holiday
season and spirits are high!
In a foil-stamped box that’s
perfect for gifting and
stuffing in a Christmas
stocking, this rather classy,
compact deck features 50
festive drink recipes.
Classic cocktails,
champagne sippers, non-

alcoholic libations - there’s
something here for everyone.

Tempting tipples such as Gingerbread house
with bourbon and mint leaves, Evergreen sparkler
with gin and rosemary syrup, apple pie with whiskey,
honey and apple cider, a Quince old-fashioned with
bourbon and angostura bitters and It’s a wonderful life
with Irish cream and creme de menthe shaken until
cold and dusted with ground cinnamon, True Love,
Apres-Ski a decadent brandy and cream drink, The
Grinch and Reindeer Bite with stout, blackcurrant
syrup and cider!  Each card features a delicious drink
recipe and accompanying photo, and a helpful booklet
includes tips for stocking your bar, garnishing your
drinks, making flavoured syrups, and more.  A must-
have for cocktail
enthusiasts, hosts,
merrymakers, and
anyone who likes to
entertain around the
holidays sure to get
even the grinchiest
grinch in the festive
spirit. Box set 9 x 3.8
x 15.5cm, 50 cards
and 78 page
booklet also
with
suggestions
for flavoured
rims, candied
citrus slices
and syrups
add more.
£17.99
NOW £7.99


