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and the Team
(plus cats and whippet)

Celebrate The Beatles with this novelty
journal and replica vinyl record. A very
unique gift!  £16.99 NOW £8 Page 20

Defining decades captured in words and
pictures. Each £6.99 NOW £3.99  Page 7

ALL NEW HISTORICAL FICTION    page 19
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A SELECTION OF ALL NEW IN WAR    page 14

£25£25£25£25£25
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With actual coloured illustrations down the page
edges, we proudly present four more titles to
collect from the Arcturus Epic Classics series

including The Odyssey and Milton‘s Paradise Lost.
New art tomes from our friends at Taschen

publishers include Rembrandt’s Paintings at only
£25, 15th century facsimile of The Chronicle of

the World 1493, Elvis Presley, Bob Dylan, Audrey
Hepburn, and Marilyn Monroe who features in a

new National Portrait Gallery exhibition.

There is new crime fiction, children’s books, true
crime on Britain’s canals and the Monster of

Harrods, traditional board games and quizzes,

a super Philips spiral-bound GB atlas, historical
biographies, natural history and photography,
and a particularly strong Transport section on

aviation and transatlantic liners.
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ENTERTAINMENT
What do I wear in bed? Why, Chanel No. 5,

of course.
- Marilyn Monroe

TRANSPORT
Being out in a boat on the river Lea,

especially on Saturday afternoons, soon
makes you smart at handling a craft, and

spry at escaping being run down by roughs
or swamped by barges; but it does not give

you style. It was not till I came to the Thames
that I got style. My style of rowing is much

admired now. People say it is so quaint.
- Jerome K. Jerome, Three Men in a Boat

NATURE
We said we could not expect to have it all
sunshine, nor should we wish it. We told

each other that Nature was beautiful, even
in her tears.

- Jerome K. Jerome, Three Men in a Boat

TRUE CRIME
I am a monster. I am the Son of Sam. I love

to hunt.
- David Berkowitz

97641 WALT
DISNEY TREASURES:
Personal Art and
Artifacts
by Walter E. D.
Miller and the Walt
Disney Museum staff
“You know I’ve always
had a feeling that any
time you can experiment
or do anything you ought
to do it. Because you
never know what will
happen.” Full of historic
gems and sumptuously

97688 QE2: The
Cunard Line
Flagship, Queen
Elizabeth 2
by Commodore
Ronald W.
Warwick and
Sam Warwick
The author is a past
Master of QE2,
having followed in
the footsteps of his
father Commodore

William E. Warwick, first Master of the Ship.  Ronald
joined the Cunard Line in 1970, and himself became
Commodore of the Line when he was appointed
command of the Queen Mary 2 in 2003.  When the ship
entered service in 1969, she was the last of the great
transatlantic liners and the sole survivor of a bygone era.
The modern ship was 963 feet long, 70,000 gross tons,

97634 RSPB BIRDING
YEAR
by Sian Duncan and
Dominic Couzens
Sub-titled ‘Seasonal Tips and
Activities to Learn About Bird
Behaviour’.  This must be the
most readable bird book ever
written, breezing through the
months of the year in
engaging style, and conjuring
up numerous seasonal
scenarios for meeting birds
and emphasising the ways
you can get involved. In

January you can give real help by providing food, but
watch out for fights at the feeder, and make sure to
keep it clean. In 2021 the greenfinch entered the
endangered list because unhygienic feeding conditions
were spreading infectious diseases. Each section features
several Birds of the Month, with photos, identification

ALL NEW IN CRIME FICTION    page 24

97689 ROSE, THE
BASTARD AND THE
SAINT KING: The
Murder of Henry VI
by A. W. Boardman
Here the Siege of London by
the Bastard of Fauconberg,
the illegitimate cousin of the
Earl of Warwick, is drawn
into the spotlight from which
he has been frequently
displaced.  The episode offers
fresh insights into the actions
of key actors, from King
Edward IV to his little-known

ALL NEW IN HISTORY    page 40

If you did not receive your catalogue last month
(June C439), or would like a back issue to see the
balance of our full range, please give the Office

a ring 0207 474 2474.

Happy bargain summertime reading!
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97231 JAPANESE
WOODBLOCK
PRINTS
by Andreas Marks
19th century pioneers of
European modernism
made no secret of their
love of Japanese art,
from Edouard Manet’s
portrait of naturalist
writer Émile Zola sitting
among his Japanese art
finds, to Van Gogh’s
meticulous copies of the
Hiroshige prints he
devotedly collected.  In
all its sensuality,
freedom, and
effervescence, the
Japanese woodblock
print is a phenomenon of
which there exists no
Western equivalent.
They were invented in
Japan in the 1700s and
expressed like never
before in the designs of
such masters as
Hokusai, Utamaro, and
Hiroshige.  This book
presents 200 of the most

exceptional Japanese woodblock prints in their
historical context, ranging from the 17th century
development of decadent ukiyo-e, or “pictures of the
floating world,” to the decline and later resurgence of

96955 BIG PANDA AND TINY DRAGON
by James Norbury
A companion to 96974 and an international bestseller in its own
right, this heartwarming hardback brings together the gentle wisdom
and enchanting artwork of James Norbury. Writer and artist,
Norbury shares the adventures of Big Panda and Tiny Dragon,
drawing on Buddhist philosophy and the insights that helped him
through his own toughest moments.  The two friends wander
through the seasons, sometimes losing their way, often discovering
unexpected beauty, and always learning quietly profound lessons.
Their simple, hopeful conversations remind us to pause, be brave,
and embrace new beginnings: “A new day and a new beginning,”
said Tiny Dragon. “What shall we do with it?”  “Which is more
important,” asked Big Panda, “the journey or the destination?”
“The company,” said Tiny Dragon.  Every page features
illustrations, many in soft watercolour, radiating warmth and gentle
humour. Through moments of challenge and joy, Panda and Tiny
Dragon explore living in the present, trusting uncertainty, and
moving forward together-even when the path is hard.  160-page hardback with a satin ribbon marker.
£18.99 NOW £8
96974 THE JOURNEY: Big Panda and Tiny Dragon  by James Norbury
A Sunday Times bestseller and a beautifully calming companion, this uplifting follow-up to Big Panda and Tiny
Dragon offers a moment of peace in a busy world. Life in their mountain-top temple is quiet and content, yet Tiny
Dragon feels a small but persistent tug - something is missing.  And so Big Panda and Tiny Dragon set out together
on a journey to faraway places, discovering along the way that everything they truly need is already within them.
As they face unfamiliar landscapes, dangers, and gentle challenges, their adventures reveal timeless truths: that
change can feel daunting, that patience opens doors, and that even the smallest step forward can lead somewhere
brighter.  With the charm of Winnie-the-Pooh and the wisdom of old proverbs, it’s no wonder this book has become
a favourite among readers seeking comfort, clarity, and a touch of ancient Buddhist insight.  Printed on bright white
paper, the watercolour illustrations of Panda and Tiny Dragon are utterly endearing - delicate, expressive, and
reminiscent of the tenderness between Pooh and Christopher Robin.  Each page pairs a single illustration with
thoughtful, softly spoken text to create a quiet space for reflection.  Pair with code 96955 for the complete set. A
lovingly crafted, fully illustrated 160-page edition.
£18.99 NOW £8

“Which is more important,” asked Big Panda, “the journey or the
destination?”  “The company,” said Tiny Dragon.

“Try to make time for the small
things,” said Big Panda. “They
are often the most important.”

97540 ON THE
ORIGIN OF
SPECIES: By Means
of Natural Selection
by Charles Darwin
This deluxe gold-
embossed gift edition of
Charles Darwin’s On the
Origin of Species is
presented with special
page edges decorated
with Darwin and bird
illustrations, has beautiful
green and blue swirling
peacock-feather

endpapers, and glorious artworks throughout such as
of the spotted giraffe on page 165.  “...until it could
be shown how the innumerable species inhabiting this
world have been modified, so as to acquire the
perfection of structure and coadaptation that justly
excites our admiration.”  Natural selection, or the
survival of the fittest? Objections to the theory of
natural selection. The controversial theory of natural
selection proposed in this book made Darwin

internationally
famous and put the
issue of evolution at
the centre of a fierce
debate.  Some 150
years after the
book’s first
publication, this battle
still rages.  Charles
Darwin was born in
Shrewsbury in 1809,
was educated at
Shrewsbury school,
and then at the
universities of
Edinburgh and
Cambridge, where
he developed his
interest in natural

history. Between 1831 and 1836, he was naturalist
on board the ship H.M.S. Beagle, a time crucial to the
development of his theory of evolution. The Zoology
of the Voyage of H.M.S. Beagle was published in
parts between 1838 and 1843, and On the Origin of
Species was first published in 1858.  Darwin married
his cousin Emma Wedgwood in 1839 and they had 10
children. He was buried in Westminster Abbey in
1882. Appearing here in this beautiful foil-stamped
edition is a fascinating preface by George Davidson
and over 100 delicately detailed and informative
contemporary illustrations, many of them relating to
Darwin’s discoveries on H.M.S. Beagle. The text used
for this edition was the last to be published during
Darwin’s lifetime and is considered to be the definitive
version.  “It is rare in science to have such a
genuinely groundbreaking work still so accessible to
the lay reader” and also offers a rare insight into the
conservatism of his times, as well as the political
pressures.  Arcturus Epic Classic, 384 pages. New,
full price by arrangement with the publisher Arcturus.
ONLY £24.99

prints in the early 20th century.  From mystical
mountains to snowy passes, samurai swordsmen to sex
workers in shop windows, each piece is explored as a
work of art in its own right, revealing the stories and
people behind the motifs.  We discover the four pillars of
the woodblock print - beauties, actors, landscapes, and
bird-and-flower compositions - alongside depictions of
sumo wrestlers, kabuki actors, or enticing courtesans
who populated the “floating world”.  We delve into the
horrifying and the obscure in prints where demons,
ghosts, man-eaters, and otherworldly creatures torment
the living, stunning images that continue to influence
Japanese manga, film, and video games to this day.
We witness how, in their incredible breadth, from
everyday scenes to erotica, the martial to the
mythological, these works are united by the technical
mastery and infallible eye of their creators and how,
with tremendous ingenuity and tongue-in-cheek wit,
publishers and artists alike fought to circumvent
government censorship.  This two-volume edition in a
box with wooden toggle fastener, crafted with traditional
folded paper and Japanese binding, presents
reproductions of the finest extant impressions from the
vaults of museums and private collections across the
globe.  This magnificent new publication was three years
in the making, smells like and is literally hot-off-the-
press, and it invites us to study even the subtlest details
in enlarged detail, while extensive descriptions guide us
through this frantic period in Japanese art history.
Features the work of 89 artists from 1680 to 1938, 17
fold-outs, which had to be hand-folded due to their size.
Listing all artists and works. Text in English, French and
German.  Japanese binding, 2 vols, 25 x 34 cm, 630
pages.  Stunning colour.  New from Taschen.
£125

95719 STYLO BILLE
BALLPOINT PENS SET
OF 32 ASSORTED
COLOURS  by Tucson
A cheap and cheerful big bag
of bargain biros, 15 in black,
15 blue and two red.
Surprisingly good quality for
the price and very easy to
use, they write smoothly and
the ink flows and at this price
you won’t care if someone
walks off with your biro or
one or two fail!
ONLY £5

97340 8 JUMBO PAPER
CLIPS IN CASE by Up & Up
Larger size for easy handling and
older fingers. These grey and black
10 cm jumbo paper clips (sheet
herders!) are a practical and cost-
effective addition to any office,
school, or home environment. The
set contains eight durable paper
clips, designed to securely hold

batches of papers together, and prevent them from
becoming loose or misplaced.  The included case offers
convenient storage, ensuring that the paper clips remain
tidy and easily accessible and also safeguards the clips
from damage, maintaining their condition for extended
use.  Use also for crafts, DIY decorations or as
placeholders.
ONLY £2.25

93201 PEN EMOJI POO DESIGN
A curled to a point swirling brown blob of
poop with bright white and black googly
eyes and a big white smile is the now
famous emoji alongside smileys and bright
yellow round faces with hearts.  The
famous emoji has now made it to the top of
a black ball pen.  Surprisingly heavyweight
and sturdy and quality, it has a white plastic
replaceable cap. CE safety approved, just
leave in their toilet with our Note (Loo) Roll
Holder code 93200.
ONLY £2.75

97331 10 COLOUR BALLPEN
- 2 PACK  by Rysons
Go back to your schooldays, to the
times of those big chunky pens with
multiple coloured choice of ink, with
sliding, spring-loaded pens.  Well, we
have gone ten times better, with one
bright blue and one bright yellow
chunky barrel pens, each with identical
TEN rainbow colours - black, brown,
blues and greens, yellows, oranges
pinks and reds - multi ink colour pens
suitable for home, office or school.
Suitable for ages three to adult and for
all art, design and craft projects. A
fantastic bargain price.
ONLY £3.75

96952 BEST CRIME
STORIES OF THE YEAR,
VOLUME 2
by Sarah Paretsky
Edited by the legendary Otto
Penzler, this impressive
collection brings together 20 of
the most thrilling and puzzling
short stories from some of
today’s finest crime writers
including Michael Connelly,
Doug Allyn, Susan Frith,
Stefon Mears, Gwen Mullins,
Annie Reed, Anna Scotti,
Joseph S. Walker, Michael

Wiley, Jo Nesbø, and Joyce Carol Oates. Adding a
touch of literary history, it also features a vintage
mystery over a century old, showcasing the roots of the
genre - from Edgar Allan Poe’s invention of the
detective story to Arthur Conan Doyle’s sharp
deductions and Agatha Christie’s perfected twists.
Every story is a compact puzzle: within a few pages,
clues appear, secrets are revealed, and the tension builds
to a satisfying, edge-of-your-seat resolution. Perfect for
dipping into or devouring in a single sitting. 534 pages of
suspense, intrigue, and clever plotting.
£20 NOW £6

97164 ORTHODOX
CHURCH: An Introduction
to Eastern Christianity
New Edition
by Timothy Ware
Orthodoxy is not just a kind of
Roman Catholicism without the
Pope, but something quite
distinct from any religious
system in the west.  Since its
first publication 50 years ago,
Timothy Ware’s book has
become established throughout
the English-speaking world as
the standard introduction to the

Orthodox Church. In this revised and updated edition he
explains the Orthodox views on such widely ranging
matters as Ecumenical Councils, Sacraments, Free Will,
Purgatory, the Papacy and the relation between the
different Orthodox Churches.  Chapters cover Byzantium
and the church of the seven councils, the conversion of
the Slavs, the church and Islam, Moscow and St
Petersburg, and in the 20th century Greeks and Arabs
and militant atheists.  Part two touches on God and
humankind, the earthly heaven and the sacraments.
Includes map, 340 page paperback.
£12.99 NOW £6.50

SEE MORE STATIONERY
ON PAGE 29

96869 WHAT GREAT PAINTINGS
SAY: Masterpieces In Detail
by Rose-Marie and Rainer Hagen
This fascinating volume invites readers to
explore four carefully selected areas from
some of art history’s most celebrated works,
revealing layers of meaning often
overlooked. Each detail is examined in
depth-covering history, power, wealth,
religion, symbolism, demons, the Inquisition,
patrons, animals, death, heroes, saints,
churches, palaces, kings, trickery, and
forgeries.  Highlights include Dürer’s Christ
Among the Doctors, Bruegel’s Hunters in the
Snow, Tintoretto’s The Origin of the Milky
Way, Gentileschi’s Judith and Her Maid,
Rubens’ The Love Garden, Manet’s The

Balcony, and Deineka’s Female Textile Workers, 1927. By zooming in on
subtle details - Is the bride pregnant? Why does the man wear a beret?
How does the shadow of war hang over a scene of dancing? - the book
brings even familiar masterpieces vividly to life.  Travel through time from Ancient Egypt to modern Europe,
tracing fashions, politics, loves and lifestyles across centuries.  664 pages, 14 × 19.5cm, Taschen.
ONLY £15

96845 FILM NOIR
by Paul Duncan and Jürgen Müller
Step into a shadowy world of private eyes, gangsters,
psychopaths, and femmes fatales, where deception, lust,
and betrayal rule. This first-ever film-by-film photography
book on film noir and neo-noir is an essential visual and
analytical guide to the genre, tracing its roots from
German and French silent cinema to Hollywood’s golden
age.  Explore the quintessential noir Double Indemnity,
accompanied by in-depth analysis of classics such as
Human Desire, The Lady From Shanghai, and The
Postman Always Rings Twice.  Other chapters delve
into: The Fatalistic Nightmare, The Caper Film, Docu-
Noir, Love on the Run, Male Violence (A Double Life,
Murder by Contract, The Blue Dahlia), Women in Film

Noir, The Private Eye (The Maltese Falcon, What Ever Happened to Baby
Jane?), The Darkness and Corruption (The Big Heat, The Prowler, The Third Man,
Touch of Evil).  Richly illustrated with hundreds of noir film stills, technicolor
posters, and iconic star portraits including Joan Crawford and Vincent Price. 648
high-quality pages, 14 x 19.5cm, complete with a bookmarker.
ONLY £20
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97641 WALT DISNEY TREASURES Cont...
illustrated, this big book is a tribute to the man behind
Bambi, Mickey Mouse and whichever lovable Disney
character takes you back down memory lane to the days
of childhood. The family museum, built round the personality of
Disney as a husband, father, grandfather and friend, showcases
many artifacts from his life including drawings, photos, and
possessions, all held together by the recorded voice of Walt himself
from a series of 1956 interviews with journalist Peter Martin. The
San Francisco-based Museum is a nonprofit organisation, home of
Walt’s eldest daughter Diane who was a tireless promoter of her
father’s legacy and an inheritor of his unrelenting perseverance to
accomplish and achieve. Disney came from humble beginnings,
and the book starts with his grandparents’ marriage in Florida,
1888, after which they moved to Chicago. A rather lovely detail is
the mosaic-patterned buttons from Flora Disney’s wedding dress.
Teenage Walt is pictured in his elder brother Roy’s Navy uniform
and the two would later go into partnership to found the Disney
company. Walt and Lillian’s marriage certificate is accompanied by
touching family photos from when they finally managed to start a
family in spite of miscarriages. Portraits of their daughters Diane
and Sharon were later drawn by celebrated artist Norman
Rockwell. The creativity of the Disney studios is represented by
numerous cartoons for animation and merchandise such as
Steamboat Willie, Mickey and Minnie dolls, shelves full of ink and
paints, a studio scrapbook showing artists inking the cartoons, a
process lab notebook from the camera department, an optical printer before digital technology, and also personal
objects like Walt’s cowboy boots and his downhill skis. Divided into concepts such as Heart, Creativity and
Innovation, the book showcases a multifaceted legacy. 230pp, superb colour photos.
£40 NOW £15  SAVE £25!

97644 BEHIND THE
SEAMS: My Life in
Rhinestones
by Dolly Parton
Sparkling and entertaining like the
wonderful country singer herself, this
gorgeously photographed book
shares the story in Dolly’s own
words of her lifelong passion for
fashion and how she developed her
distinctive Dolly style. This is the
largest ever reveal of country music
icon Dolly Parton’s private costume
archive, through 450 full colour
photographs including exclusive

images from her private collection.  The sky-high heels, famous
wigs, bold makeup, eye-catching stage clothes, the sexy halter
neck dress for the cover of Vanity Fair which brilliantly showed off
her finest assets up front, she is  pictured here with American
soldiers wearing it.  All the creative embellishments on her gowns
have intricate beadwork, see peacock encrusted cowboy boots
and matching minidress worn when she guest hosted Saturday
Night Live, heavyweight beautiful dresses covered in thousands of
pearls and beads just like she dreamed of as a little girl, and even
wearing it she managed to lift her arm to play banjo.  ‘Now she’s
a livin’ her dreams like a movie queen/Diamond rings and all
things good/From the breadlines to the headlines/She’s the toast of
Hollywood.’ When she turned 40, she said it was like a switch clicked on - ‘I’d always known what I wanted, but
now I knew what to do to get it.’  Filled with candour, humour, and lots and lots of rhinestones, Dolly discusses
memorable outfits from her past from the clothes her mother would sew out of feed sacks including her ‘Coat of
Many Colors’, and the bold dresses and hairdos that shook up Nashville, to the bunny suit on the cover of Playboy,
evening wear at Studio 54, costumes from her most famous film and TV roles, and the daring styles that continued
to entertain and inspire today.  Buttons and butterflies, two of her favourite things, in our eyes the best thing this
lady wears is her huge smile.  In love with leather dresses and shoulder pads, studs and fringes, as well as silk,
chiffon and tulle, here is country girl glamour photographed in spectacular close-up detail and with extended captions,
many on black background paper so that these costumes really sing.  ‘Clothes are like songs. Just as hearing certain
music brings back particular memories, so it is with certain outfits.’  328 pages, 23.5 x 31cm.
£39.99 NOW £18  SAVE £21.99!

97449 STEVEN
SPIELBERG ALL THE
FILMS
by Arnaud Devillard,
Olivier Bousquet and Nicolas
Schaller
Sub-titled ‘The Story Behind
Every Movie, Episode, and Short’,
this remarkable book celebrates
the inimitable Hollywood icon and
his illustrious film career, from his
earliest homemade movies to the
2022 release of his latest feature,
The Fabelmans, via his more than
30 feature length-films.  Organised
chronologically, the book draws

upon years of research to tell the behind-the-scenes stories of how
each project was conceived, cast, and produced; from the creation
of the costumes to the search for perfect locations; details about
Spielberg’s work with longtime collaborators like George Lucas,
producer Kathleen Kennedy, and composer John Williams; and of
course, the direction of some of Hollywood’s most memorable
scenes. Spanning more than 50 years, this book details the
creative processes that resulted in numerous classic films like E.T.
the Extra-Terrestrial, Jaws, Jurassic Park, The Color Purple, Schindler’s List, Indiana Jones, Catch Me if You Can,
and Saving Private Ryan, Minority Report, War of the Worlds,  (to name just a few).  Newer work like Lincoln, The
Post, and The Fabelmans is also featured alongside synopses, awards stats, original release dates, box office totals,
casting details, and other insider scoops that will keep fans turning pages. Featuring hundreds of vivid photographs
that celebrate one of cinema’s most iconic artists who invented the Hollywood blockbuster.  Fabulous colour
photographs, explanations of themes and motifs, shadows and lighting, and fact boxes for addicts throughout,
especially the filming of Jaws, Raiders of the Lost Ark, Poltergeist, War Horse  and visiting Herge’s studios for The
Adventures of Tintin and work with DreamWorks.  Index, heavyweight quality 21.5 x 27.5cm, 504 pages.
£50 NOW £22.50  SAVE £27.50!

Entertainment

97516 ANDRE DE DIENES
MARILYN MONROE by Steve Crist
One day in 1945, fashion photographer
André de Dienes met a lovely young aspiring
model named Norma Jeane Dougherty.  He
instantly fell in love with her innocence and
charm and the two were briefly engaged to be
married.  He soon built up a huge portfolio of
stunning
photographs of the
smiling brunette
which helped to
launch her model
career and, a few
years later, a film
career that was to
make her a legend
as Marilyn Monroe.
His entire

relationship with the star, including many
private moments shared only between the two,
is detailed in de Dienes’s secret typescript
memoirs, which were discovered when Monroe
fans ravaged his home after his death in 1988.
They are reproduced in facsimile, complete with
handwritten amendments.  From their trip to
see Norma Jeane’s mother in a mental hospital
to Marilyn’s visit a few days before her death,
de Dienes’s emotion-laden archive offers a
deeply personal account of Monroe’s
transformation from a sensitive, ambitious girl
into a deeply troubled global star and makes for
an unprecedented, personal exploration into the
psychology, history, and iconography of one of
the world’s favourite movie stars.  16 x 22cm,
480 pages.  New compact edition from Taschen
packed with glossy colour photos of this
beautiful girl and then blonde bombshell of a
woman.
ONLY £25

97517 AUDREY
HEPBURN
PHOTOGRAPHS
1953-1966
by Bob Willoughby
In his distinguished career as
a Hollywood photographer,
Bob Willoughby captured
Marilyn Monroe, Elizabeth
Taylor and Jane Fonda, but
remains unequivocal about
his favourite subject:
Audrey Kathleen Ruston,
later Edda van Heemstra
Hepburn-Ruston, best
known as Audrey Hepburn.
Willoughby was called in to photograph the new starlet one morning shortly after
she arrived in Hollywood in 1953.  It was a humdrum commission for the portraitist
often credited with having perfected the photojournalistic movie still, but when he
met the Belgian-born beauty, Willoughby was enraptured. “She took my hand
like... well a princess, and dazzled me with that smile that God designed to melt
mortal men’s hearts,” he recalled.  As Hepburn’s career soared following her Oscar-
winning US debut in Roman Holiday, Willoughby became a trusted friend, framing
her working and home life and times in Paris, on location for Green Mansions and
best of all bonding with the tiny fawn Ip (Pippin) which lived in her home for
nearly three months and even went to the supermarket with her and more.  His
historic, perfectionist, tender photographs seek out the many facets of Hepburn’s
beauty and elegance, as she progresses from her debut to her career high of My

Fair Lady in 1963.  Willoughby’s studies, showing her on set, preparing for a scene, interacting with actors and
directors, and returning to her private life, comprise one of photography’s great platonic love affairs.  14 x 20cm,
192 pages.  Entirely rich colour and mono photos. New from Taschen.
ONLY £15

97697 WHERE MADNESS
LIES: The Double Life of
Vivien Leigh
by Lyndsy Spence
Star of ‘Gone with the Wind’,
this revealing biography
explores Vivien Leigh’s battle
with bipolar disorder, a
troubled marriage to Laurence
Olivier, and her resilient spirit.
She was one of the greatest
film and theatrical stars of the
20th century and her Oscar-
winning performances including
in A Streetcar Named Desire

have cemented her status as an icon.  Her meteoric rise
to fame launched her into the gaze of fellow rising star
Olivier and a tempestuous relationship ensued that
would last for 20
years capturing the
imagination of people
worldwide.  Behind
the scenes however
Leigh’s personal life
was marred with her
undiagnosed condition
until 1953.  Largely
misunderstood and
subjected to barbaric
mistreatment at the
hands of her doctors,
Leigh also suffered the
heartbreak of Olivier’s
infidelity.
Contributing to her
image as a tragic
heroine, she died at
the age of 53.  The
book is a
sympathetic, powerful
and illuminating read, describing Leigh’s ‘perturbing
nature’, with an analysis of her numerous breakdowns
when she was in the grip of manic-depressive cycles.
The book opens in Sri Lanka (then Ceylon) in 1953, the
scene of Vivien’s affair with Peter Finch during the
filming of Elephant Walk and moves until her untimely
death in 1967 in more or less chronological order, with
references back to the 1930s, 40s and 50s and the
glittering world of Hollywood.  256 pages, photos.
£22 NOW £8.50

Vivien and Larry with Suzanne
in Hollywood, 1950.

97414 TASTEMAKER:
My Life with the Legends
and Geniuses of Rock
Music  by Tony King
From the Beatles to Elton
John, Rolling Stones to
Freddie Mercury, Tony King
tells his extraordinary life
story at the heart of pop
music’s golden era.  Starting
at Decca Records in 1958 at
just 16, and later working
with George Martin’s AIR
Music in the late 1960s, King
became a trusted confidant,

creative muse and behind-the-scenes fixer for some of
the world’s biggest artists. He helped rekindle
relationships, eased tensions between bandmates, and
stood close to legends during defining - and sometimes
difficult - moments.  Set against decades of cultural
change in London and New York’s music and gay
scenes, his story also reflects the impact of the AIDS
crisis and the personal losses it brought.  Warm, candid
and richly detailed, this memoir offers a vivid insider’s
view of the people and moments that shaped modern
music. 259 page paperback, eight pages of photos.
£12.99 NOW £4
96738 MAKING MOVIE MAGIC
by John Richardson
John Richardson: A Lifetime Creating Special Effects for
James Bond, Harry Potter, Superman and More.
Oscar-winning special effects supervisor John
Richardson has worked on over 100 films, including
nine James Bond adventures, all eight Harry Potter
movies, Aliens, Superman, The Omen, Willow and
more. From massive explosions and daring stunts to
fantastical creatures and futuristic gadgets, Richardson
has helped bring some of cinema’s most iconic
moments to life - long before CGI.  Son of pioneering
FX technician Cliff Richardson, John learned his craft at
the feet of a master and here shares his fascinating
career, revealing the clever engineering, trickery, and
artistry behind movie magic. See behind-the-scenes
shots, full-page colour posters, and dozens of black-
and-white stills illustrating how skill and imagination
create epic adventures. Softback, 288 pages, 19 ×
24.5cm.
£20 NOW £6

MORE OVER PAGE
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A miracle in Cecil B. DeMille’s The Ten
Commandments, achieved by special effects.

96708 MYSTERIES OF CINEMA: Movies and
Imagination  by Peter Conrad
A thematic journey through film history exploring how
cinema shapes perception, desire, and imagination.
Beginning with the innovations of silent film and
moving through surrealism, expressionism, and popular
Hollywood genres such as the Western, horror, and
musicals, the book examines how filmmakers and
critics have understood the ‘vision’ of the medium.
Drawing on contributions from writers, artists, and
composers, it reflects on cinema’s fascination with
speed, movement, and psychological depth, as well as
its ability to alter our sense of time and reality. Peter
Conrad’s analysis considers how the movie camera
has transformed the way we see the world, with
chapters such as Fantastic Voyages, Wheels and
Wings, Dark Rooms, The Physics of Film, Meta-
Movies and Seeing Other Worlds. 61 illustrations,
colour plates, 312 pages.
$39.95 NOW £6

95461 MAJESTIC HOLLYWOOD: The
Greatest Films of 1939
by Mark Vieira
No year in Hollywood history before or since
matched the sheer concentration of cinematic classics
released in 1939, and this richly illustrated volume
celebrates them month by month. Covering 50
landmark films, from The Wizard of Oz and Mr. Smith
Goes to Washington, The Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn, Gunga Din, Wuthering Heights, Goodbye, Mr.
Chips, The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes, Babes in
Arms, and The Cat and the Canary to Gone With the
Wind, the book explores a year of extraordinary
storytelling, star power and studio ambition. Alongside
engaging commentary on each film’s cultural impact
and production, it features rare stills, posters, behind-
the-scenes photography and insights from the
directors, actors and cinematographers who shaped
Hollywood’s golden age. Packed with rarely seen
images, behind-the-scenes candid portraits, poster art
and distinctive and evocative photographs many very
large and full page.  224 pages, 23.2 x 28cm.
£16.99 NOW £8.50

97299 BING CROSBY: Swinging on A Star:
The War Years, 1940-1946
by Gary Giddins
Bing Crosby dominated American popular culture
from the dizzy era of Prohibition through the dark
days of the WWII, he was a desperate nation’s
most beloved entertainer.  He redefined the very
foundations of modern music, from the way it
was recorded to the way it was orchestrated,
interpreted, recorded and performed.  Gary
Giddins focuses on Crosby’s most memorable
period, the war years and the origin story of
White Christmas and Swinging on a Star.  Holiday
Inn, Going My Way, The Bells of St Mary’s and
the first four road movies was accomplished.
Seeds of change on broadcasting and the music
business were planted and showbusiness helped
define society, manhood and responsibility.  Set

against the backdrop of a Europe on the brink of collapse, this groundbreaking
work traces Crosby’s skyrocketing career as he fully inhabits a new era of
American entertainment and culture.  Endpapers decorated with colour movie
posters, 32 pages of illus. 724 pages.
£35 NOW £10  SAVE £25!

Bing and Bob Hope first
shared a stage at the Capitol
Theatre in 1933.

97139 BLOOD ON
SATAN’S CLAW OR, THE
DEVIL’S SKIN
by Robert Wynne-Simmons
A chilling novelisation of the cult
folk-horror 50 year old classic
Blood on Satan’s Claw, this book
revisits the eerie tale of a rural
village slowly consumed by
ancient evil. Written by original
screenwriter Robert Wynne-
Simmons, it reimagines the
descent into superstition,
possession, and ritual, where

children are drawn into a growing cult and everyday life
is overtaken by darkness.  Set alongside landmark films
such as The Wicker Man and Witchfinder General, it
captures the unsettling atmosphere that helped define
the folk-horror genre. Enhanced with Richard Wells’s new
illustrations, this atmospheric retelling preserves the
slow-burn dread and haunting tone of the original.
Includes a blood-red satin page marker, 228 pages.
£16.99 NOW £6.50

95530 PARACHUTE
WOMEN
by Elizabeth Winder
Sub-titled ‘Marianne Faithfull,
Marsha Hunt, Bianca Jagger,
Anita Pallenberg, and the Women
Behind the Rolling Stones’.  The
first woman to take the young
Rolling Stones in hand and glam
them all up was Anita Pallenberg
with her cosmopolitan chic and
fluency in languages. Brian Jones
was leader of the band in those
days, sexually knowing and well

into the drugs scene. Anita introduced him to glam rock,
and to Eton-educated art dealers and other aristocratic
hipsters. When he and Anita hit the headlines as
Chelsea’s coolest couple Brian was debating going solo
because the two songwriters, Keith Richards and Mick
Jagger, were getting all the attention. Mick was the
puritan of the group, hating mess, initially refusing to
drop acid and keeping Chrissie away from what he saw
as unsuitable friends. But in 1965 he met Marianne
Faithfull and the dynamics of the group changed again
as Keith fell in love with Anita, Marianne fell in love
with Keith, while Mick was becoming keen on Marianne.
In 1970 Marsha Hunt was pregnant with Mick’s child,
though that did not stop him from marrying the severe
Bianca the following year. The author describes how
these strong women struggled free of the misogyny.
276pp, photos.
£25 NOW £6.50  SAVE £18.50!

97317 STAR TREK THE NEXT GENERATION
CATS  by Jenny Parks
Cats boldly go where no feline has gone before...
Resilience is Futile! The crew of the U.S.S. Enterprise
NCC-1701-D are reimagined as space-faring cats in this
playful Star Trek tribute, where Captain Picard,
Commander Data, Counsellor Troi and the rest of the
crew prowl the galaxy with full feline attitude. From
Borg encounters to holodeck adventures, familiar
episodes are reworked with whiskers, mischief and
intergalactic cattitude, complete with Picard’s
commanding glare and Spock’s unimpressed logic. Funny
captions and detailed illustrations bring affectionate
parody and nostalgia together in a purr-fectly absurd
celebration of the series. 64 colour pages.
£10.99 NOW £5.50

96385 OUT OF
CHARACTER
by Alison Steadman
The first memoir of one of
Britain’s most beloved
performers. From her working-
class Liverpool childhood to
becoming a national treasure,
Alison Steadman’s journey is full
of humour, daring, and
determination.  Known for
unforgettable roles - Beverly in
Abigail’s Party, Mrs Bennet in
Pride and Prejudice, Betty in Fat

Friends, Sue in Here We Go, and Pamela in Gavin &
Stacey - Alison pushed boundaries from the very start,
embracing bold, groundbreaking female characters and
even tackling onstage nudity early in her career.  She
shares stories of marriage to Mike Leigh, her theatre and
TV triumphs, and the behind-the-scenes magic of shows
like Gavin & Stacey, including her warm friendships with
Ruth Jones and James Corden. Packed with colour
photos, this memoir celebrates a career that has charmed
generations.  320 pages.
£25 NOW £6.50
96405 WONDERFUL WORLD OF JEREMY
CLARKSON  by Phillipa Sage
Phillipa Sage shared her life for many years with
Jeremy Clarkson and his fellow presenters Hammond
and May and The Stig.  “The highlights of my
extraordinary journey with Mr Clarkson included -
dancing with Mick Jagger on the private island of
Mustique - and having happy birthday sung to me by
Brian Ferry and Richard E. Grant - and, at Jerry Hall and
Rupert Murdoch’s engagement party, I received the
ultimate compliment on my outfit from the Dame Joan
Collins. The adventures, laughter, drama and excitement
were never ending.”  This was before the infamous trio
conquered the world with Top Gear.   Phillipa thought
she had met her soulmate.  214pp.
£8.99 NOW £3

95997 KATHARINE HEPBURN: Star as
Feminist  by Andrew Britton

Britton studies Katharine Hepburn’s career, significance
and meaning, the star system, the Director/Auteur, and
the genre.  His analysis of her films prefer for example
Stage Door and Holiday to The Philadelphia Story and
even Adam’s Rib (the most consciously ‘feminist’ of the
films. He never loses sight of Hepburn-as-star and how
the image developed, of the series of films made with
Spencer Tracy, illuminated by comparisons with other

celebrated male/female partnerships - not only Hepburn’s
own films with Cary Grant (notably the 30s

masterpieces Holiday and Bringing Up Baby), but also
William Powell/Myrna Loy, Bogart/Bacall and especially
Astaire/Rodgers. 264 page well illus large softback. Thin

remainder mark.
$24.95 NOW £2.75

96469 WORLD AND ITS DOUBLE: The Life
and Work of Otto Preminger
by Chris Fujiwara
Otto Preminger, one of Hollywood’s first truly
independent producer-directors, was as volatile as he
was visionary. He tackled major social, political, and
historical issues in films that reached wide audiences,
breaking ground on drug addiction (The Man with the
Golden Arm), homosexuality (Advise & Consent), and
adult themes (Anatomy of a Murder), shattering the
Hollywood Production Code along the way.  Preminger
also helped restore blacklisted writers to credit, and his
films pulse with a unique energy - spiralling rhythms,
discreet pathos, and intellectual weight that still
captivates.  479-page softback.
£20 NOW £4  SAVE £16!

!!!!!

97688 QE2: The Cunard Line
Flagship, Queen Elizabeth 2  Cont...

Transport from page 1

and boasted a service speed exceeding 30
knots.  The QE2 made an instant impact
worldwide and went on to have an
illustrious career spanning four decades. This
long-awaited new edition presents the
colourful history of the Cunard Line, and an
engrossing narrative of the ship’s eventful
history, including its ordering and building,
the maiden years and launch, Trafalgar
House, cruising the world, service in the
Falklands War, various mishaps, the sale of
Cunard to Carnival, and the introduction of
the new flagship Queen Mary 2.  With five
million miles, steady as she goes, the book
finishes with engines and her final decade

leading up to her eventual sale to become a floating hotel in Dubai.  Appendices cover
Ship’s Particulars, Ports of Call, Masters of the Queen Elizabeth 2, Crew and Deck Plans
and an Afterword by Commodore Ronald W. Warwick recounting his long and unique
association with the renowned vessel.  Updated and expanded, hugely informative and
beautiful to look at with hundreds of colour and archive images, 216 pages, 24.5 x 22.5cm in landscape format.
£30 NOW £11  SAVE £19!

97682 LOCKERBIE: The Truth  by Boyd Douglas
30 years after the worst civil aviation accident in British history, we do not officially know
for certain who blew up the Pan American Boeing 747-121 Clipper, registration N739PA
named Maid of the Seas, above a small Scottish town on 21st December 1988, causing
259 deaths in an awful night when bodies and body parts of passengers and crew rained
down from the sky onto Lockerbie.  Amazingly, only 11 other people were killed on the
ground despite the Boeing jumbo jet causing a fireball 300 feet high.  Three years of joint
British/US investigation involved 15,000 statements being taken, producing as many
questions as answers.  An improvised explosive device inside a modified Toshiba radio
cassette player brought down the flight.  Three senior Scottish judges pinned the blame on
a Libyan Arab Airline security officer and a freelance businessman named Abdelbaset al-
Megrahi, based on a Maltese witness who said he resembled a customer from 11 years
earlier.  The bomb had been smuggled in an unaccompanied suitcase onto an Air Malta
flight on the morning of the fatal day, flown to Frankfurt and on to the feeder flight 103A
to London and there placed onboard the Pan Am flight 103 from Frankfurt to Detroit.  The
bomb killed all 243 passengers and 16 crew and the psychological damage to traumatised
residents would take years to disappear, and in some cases it never did.  Al-Megrahi is

the only person to have been convicted of the crime although few believe that he acted alone, and some believe him
innocent. Author Douglas Boyd presents evidence that it was Iran, not Libya, which was responsible for the attack.
Less than six months before the Lockerbie bombing, an Iran Air flight 655 was in Iranian airspace on a Bandar Abbas-
Dubai flight when it was shot down by missiles from the USS Vincennes sailing illegally into Iranian territorial waters.
Government leader Ayatollah Khomeini decreed that blood should flow in revenge.  However this line of enquiry was
quietly closed and Libya declared guilty because the White House wanted neighbouring Syria and Iran on side for the
build-up to the first Gulf War against Saddam Hussein’s Iraq.  This powerful book at last reveals the facts about what
happened on that awful night at Lockerbie.  Had Al-Megrahi proceeded with his appeal, some 600 pages of new and
deliberately suppressed evidence would have set the seal on his innocence and why he was stitched up for the benefit
of ‘strategic interests’.  256 page large softback, 16 pages of photos.
£20 NOW £8

97684 MILES M.52: Gateway to
Supersonic Flight
by Captain Eric Brown
In December 1943, a top secret contract (E.24/
43) was awarded to Miles Aircraft.  The
contract was to build the world’s first
supersonic jet capable of 1000mph.  The only
reliable source of data on supersonic objects
came from the Armament Research
Department and their wind tunnel tests on
ammunition. From this, Miles developed an
exceptionally thin-winged, bullet-shaped
aircraft. Inexplicably, the research was passed
to the Americans in 1944 and by December
1945, one prototype was virtually complete.

The second, destined for an attempt at the sound barrier, was 80% complete.  In February 1946, Captain Eric Brown
was confirmed as the test pilot, and in October 1946 was set for the supersonic trials.  However on 12th February,
Miles was ordered to stop production.  No plausible explanation was given for the cancellation when Britain was within
six months of breaking the sound barrier.  Eric Brown and others directly involved including Dennis Bancroft, the Chief
Aerodynamicist on the M.52, have now come together to try and finally solve the mystery behind the cancellation.
This is the story the aviation industry has waited 65 years to read.  The project was CLASSIFIED TOP SECRET.
The appendices include Preliminary Notes on High Speed Aircraft by Group Captain Frank Whittle October 1943,
Memoranda, The Churchill Directive and a definitive list of M.52 models to various scales and a useful chronology of
relevant events.  Very well illustrated large softback, 222 pages.
£20 NOW £8

MORE ON NEXT PAGE

Anchored at the South Pacific Island
Mo’orea during the 2003 ‘Voyage of Six
Continents’ world cruise.

The Cunard
Passenger Log
Book for 1897

The English Electric Lightning,
developed from the P.1A aircraft,
first flew in 1954.

97685
MY
DAD
RACED
ONE OF THOSE
by Alan
Anderson
Sub-titled ‘The
Joys of Classic
Motorsport ’,
Alan Anderson is
a well known
motoring

journalist and self-confessed petrolhead who has
written for virtually all the main car and motorsport
magazines.  Anyone who has attended classic events
such as the Goodwood Revival, Silverstone Festival
and Race Retro will have come away enthralled and
captivated by the sights, sounds and smells of retro
racing and rallying.  Before the millennium, motorsport
was simpler and cheaper especially in the case of the
amateur club scene.  Taken up by many dads, this
book celebrates that golden era when you could
compete successfully with the ordinary car you drove
to work.   This book highlights the grassroots British car
competition from the Second World War up to the mid
1990s with rallying, racing, hill climbing, sprints and so
on, with a favourite 50 cars that made their mark in
the sport and a little-known factoid for each one.  Here
are the circuits like Brands Hatch, Snetterton in Norfolk
and Oulton Park in Cheshire opened in the mid 1950s
and the Jaguars, Minis, big fun with an MG Midget and
all with limited modifications and no upgrades for the
shock absorbers.  But some tyres were shamefully
planed down to sharpen up the handling!  Over 100
super colour photos, many in colour, 160 page
softback.
£14.99 NOW £6
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97696 UNSEEN
LUSITANIA:
The Ship in
Rare
Illustrations
by Eric Sauder
A richly illustrated
history of RMS
Lusitania exploring
the revolutionary
design and tragic
sinking of this
record-breaking
ocean liner in 1915.
Lost to a German
torpedo on 7 May,
Cunard’s Lusitania
captured the
world’s imagination
when she entered
service in 1907.
Not only was she
the largest ship in
the world, but also
she was

revolutionary in design and a record breaker. She is
now sadly remembered for the loss of around 1,200
souls.  Here is the ship in rare illustrations, vivid,
unseen photographs and illustrations from author Eric
Sauder’s extensive private collection.  This absorbing
read will transport the reader back over 100 years to a
time when opulent Ships of State were the only way
to cross the Atlantic.  No words can adequately
describe this magnificent vessel is the well known
quote, and now we don’t have to with these very
large sized quality photographs and colour drawings.
Beware, there is an
upsetting picture inside
the temporary morgues
set up in Queenstown
to handle the large
number of victims and a
photograph of
individuals purported to
be survivors of the
sinking in the water
shortly after the
disaster.  Archival
photos show the
exquisitely decorated
marble fireplaces and
many other salvaged
items, memorials,
diagrams of the
torpedoing, publicity
postcards, the interiors
of the decks and bakehouse and baker’s shop and
other crew spaces, the discovery deep under water of
the skylight from the fantail, a starboard capstan and a
telemotor and beautiful colour drawings such as the
First Class Lounge, Smoking Room and berths.
Superbly illustrated softback, 160 pages, 25cm square.
£25 NOW £9  SAVE £16!

97693 TRUE TRANSATLANTIC
SUPER-LINERS
by David L. Williams and Richard
de Kerbrech
 At a time before budget air travel, when
the ocean liner ruled the seas, the
demand for speed, regularity and luxury
on the transatlantic route launched a
glorious era of ocean super-liners.  They
were truly spectacular design icons -
stylish, elegant and massive in size, and
beautiful to behold.  They stirred
imagination - their achievements and
exploits were legendary and they were
unique both as a group and individually,
each having a distinctive character and

‘look’ of its own.  They were veritable floating
cities, the like of which had never been seen
before.  Included are the Imperator (later
Berengaria), Vaterland (later Leviathan), Bismarck
(later Majestic), Bremen, Europa (later Liberté),
Rex, Normandie, Queen Mary, Queen Elizabeth,
United States, France (later Norway), Queen Elizabeth 2 and Queen Mary 2.
There is approximately 16 pages devoted to each ship’s equally singular story
supplemented by many tales, urban myths and stunning photographs of a bygone
era.  The word ‘super-liner’ describes passenger liners having gross registered
tonnage of 50,000 and higher, and invariably of around 900 feet and greater in
length.  The Olympic and Titanic fell outside those defined parameters.  The 13
super-liners described here begin with the Imperator right up to QM2 and also
includes at the bottom of the roster the Italian-flag Rex.  Rex was also a racer and
the fastest ship in the world and in fact six of the 13 liners in the ‘super’ class were
at some point holders of the Atlantic Blue Riband.  At the opposite end of the scale
is the mighty Queen Mary 2, whose presence here might also be regarded as open
to question as she spent much of her time engaged in cruising.  Accommodation
was divided into classes; liners carried a quantity of cargo; most were distinguished
by having long open foredecks equipped with hatch gear and derricks on their
masts.  They mostly had circuitous promenade decks and open boat decks with the
lifeboats stowed high up.  Chapters cover Albert Ballin’s Crushed Teutonic Dream,
Glory Restored, Elevating the Mediterranean Route to New York, and The Last
Greyhound among them.  216 elegant pages in landscape format, 24.5 x 22.5cm.
£30 NOW £12  SAVE £18!

97692 TELLING
AIRCRAFT TAILS
by Guy Halford-Macleod
A history of Britain’s airlines
in 40 aircraft beginning with the de
Havilland DH.84 G-ACIT and the
Short Brothers Sunderland G-AGER,
the Avro York and Tudor, Douglas
DC-3 Dakota, Air Speed
Ambassador, Vickers Viscount and
Viking, Bristol Britannia, Dan-Air and
its Comets, Handley Page Herald,

British Aircraft Corporation One-Eleven, Hawker Siddley Trident,
Boeing 737, British Aerospace Jetstream 31, Boeing 757 and more.
Aircraft are passed on from one original owner to another, sometimes
because airlines have gone bust and some other aircraft have been
taken over.  Their tail colours with or without the registrations reflect
these changes.  The letter G stands for Great Britain and the four
letters afterwards are reserved for a particular aircraft and they stay
with it no matter who owns the aircraft in subsequent years.  These registration letters painted on an aircraft’s
tail are like its number plate, revealing the story of an individual aircraft and its different roles during its working
life. The story of G-ALDM mirrors the development of civil aviation in post war Britain.  BOAC preferred
American-built airliners and really did not want to buy the Hermes which had a number of technical
shortcomings. Inspired by this novel way of looking at aviation history, the author follows the chequered and
multi-faceted careers of 40 different airliners in a story filled with larger-than-life characters, politics, the aircraft
manufacturers, the state-owned corporations, the independent airlines, some unwilling buyers, a lot of coercion,
big financial losses, cheap holiday charters and inevitably going bust, here’s the full story of Britain’s airlines and
the aircraft they used, many now preserved at museums around the country. Big beautiful 240 pages, over 100
mainly colour and many archive photographs and with a table of comparative performance or British-registered
airliners and a useful index.  24.5 x 21.8cm, superb quality and a long-awaited release including photos of gems
like the Donaldson Britania and the Cambrian orange 1-11.
£30 NOW £12  SAVE £18!

Queen Elizabeth assisted
from the King George V
drydock after one of her
regular overhauls.

The launch of Bismark.
This auspicious occasion,
heralding HAPAG’s three-
ship express service, was
soon overshadowed by
the outbreak of the First
World War.

97673
CHANGING
RAILWAYS OF
BRITAIN
by Paul Hurley
and Phil
Braithwaite
From steam to
diesel and electric,
this wonderful
gallery of archive

and colour photographs reflects the once-in-a-lifetime
change across our railway system.  After steam
finished on the main line on 11th August 1968,
something had to take its place - something modern,
less difficult to maintain, and that was a natural
progression.  ‘Modernisation’ was the word.  British
Railways, and later privatised companies, developed
other methods of providing power.  The shape and
power of locomotives continued to change as
‘railwaymania’ took effect, although locomotives
built in the late 1800s were still in revenue-earning
use up until the end of steam.  In this book, we
travel through the years to the end of steam and
beyond initially through photographs of replicas of
the locomotives in use at the time from Richard
Trevithick and his early efforts, to mainline Virgin
Pendolinos and other traction used on the privatised
lines.  Those privatised lines remained through thick
and thin until British Railways was nationalised in
1948.  Between the wars, in 1923 the diverse
companies were amalgamated into the Big Four, and
then in 1948 we had full nationalisation.  Here are
steam engines given names like Puffing Billy built in
1813 and its sister engine Wylam Dilly which is also
preserved and can be found at the National Museum
of Scotland.   A superb gallery of 200 never-before-
seen photographs paired with fond and nostalgic
captions to take the reader down memory lane and
giving an indication of where we can still find
preserved locomotives.  144 landscape large pages,
some colour.
£25 NOW £8.50  SAVE £16.50!

King’s Cross Station in 1967

96003 MOVING FORWARD: New Directions in
Transport Design  by Helen Evenden
A wide range of innovative designs and concepts are
featured, from the BMW Clean Energy Hydrogen race car
and the Blade Runner dual-mode road/rail vehicle to
Foster + Partners’ Beijing Airport. The book explores new
ideas for planes, trains, tubes, trams, bicycles and cars, as
well as hybrids such as flying cars, backpack bikes and
mobile homes.  Throughout, striking infographics and full-
colour images showcase visionary projects including the
Florence high-speed train station, a 74-metre motor yacht
with a beach-club interior, and the Mark Newson -
designed Dassault Falcon 900B jet, whose studio also
created the original first-class interior for the Airbus A380.
128-page colour paperback, 21 × 23 cm.
£19.99 NOW £3.50

96194 VOLKSWAGEN BEETLES AND
CAMPER VANS  by Russell Hayes
Hayes looks back at production, design
changes, motor sport exploits, custom scenes
and after markets and pop-culture connections and
illustrates the book with period and studio imagery as
well as related memorabilia.  Who can forget Herbie or
The Love Bug?  Volkswagen came under British control
in June 1945, a month after the town was named
Wolfsburg, and the buildings were still very much in
use in 2020.  After more than seven decades, 40
million VW vehicles have been sold. Here are examples
of vans with sliding doors and rising roofs and stills
from The Love Bug performing tricks like skimming
water. 176 pages, 22 x 26cm, colour.
£25 NOW £9  SAVE £16!
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97498 MORRIS
MINOR & 1000: The
Essential Buyer’s Guide
Saloons, Travellers &
Convertibles 1952 to
1971
by Ray Newell
STOP! Don’t buy a Morris
Minor without buying this
book FIRST! Having this
book in your pocket is just
like having a real marque
expert by your side.
Benefit from Ray Newell’s
years of Morris Minor
ownership: learn how to
spot a bad car quickly and
how to assess a promising
one like a professional. Get
the right car at the right
price too. Packed with
good advice from running
costs, through paperwork,
vital statistics, valuation
and the Morris Minor
community, to will it fit in
your garage and with your
lifestyle? Showing
examples of a Series II
Convertible with

characteristic split screen and ‘cheesegrater’ grille, along
with a contrasting painted grille on early Series II
Traveller and Series II four-door Saloon with revised
grille.  Lists Key Features, advice, tips and availability
on parts such as exterior trim, wipers, soft top, glass,
lights. 19 x 14cm. Colour photos, 64 page new
paperback.
ONLY £7.50
96636 TIMES AVIATORS: A History in
Photographs  by Michael J. H. Taylor
Featuring historical photographs, engravings,
and Times newspaper archives, it covers hot-
air and hydrogen balloons, cellular kites, early
monoplanes and biplanes, Percy Sinclair Pilcher’s
gliders, and the rise of passenger airlines in the 1920s
and the jet era of the 1940s. Highlights include airships,
zeppelins, helicopters, military aircraft from World War
II, Charles Lindbergh’s solo Atlantic crossing, Avro
Lancasters, Boeing B-17s, and prototypes of the F-35,
Eurofighter Typhoon, Airbus A380, and Boeing 787.
Dozens of remarkable images, including a Douglas C-4
Transport towing a troop-carrying glider in 1944. 192
outsize pages in glamorous hardback.
£25 NOW £6.50  SAVE £18.50!

97285 NINE LIVES: The Story of Biggin Hill
by Alex Martin

First used as an airfield in 1917, Biggin Hill saw brutal
action in both World Wars, never losing a day’s

operations despite devastating enemy attacks and took
the stage for ‘The Few’ of the Battle of Britain and the

magnificent groundcrew and supporting agencies. It
represented Britain’s resistance to the Nazi scourge.

Since 1959 two dynamic figures have kept this historic
airfield open against the odds: fighter ace Jock
Maitland, creator of the renowned Biggin Hill

International Air Fair, and army pilot Andrew Walters
and then his son Robert, who has turned it into

London’s No 1 business airport, with a thriving aviation
community that includes air charter companies,
engineering firms, flying schools, storage and

restoration, and major Formula 1 and Bombardier
operations. It has also had its struggles with Ministries
and the local council and seen huge success with The
Bump airshow 1963-2018. The first full history of this

great airfield, this special book looks behind the scenes
of a busy modern airport, digs deep into its dramatic
past.  Exciting colour and b/w photos and posters and

nostalgic ephemera. 24.5 x 26.5cm, 256 pages.
£40 NOW £8  SAVE £32!

96471 BRITAIN AND THE OCEAN ROAD:
Shipwrecks & People 1297-1825 by Ian Friel
Packed with surprising details - from England’s rudest
street name to life aboard a medieval ship, a fragment
of the English theatre reaching the Far East, deadly
pirate duels, Arctic fancy dress parties, and the finest
herring - this book brings Britain’s maritime history
vividly to life. Dr. Ian Friel reexamines how and why
Britain became a global sea power, using original
research and fresh interpretations. Eight shipwrecks
serve as waypoints, highlighting sailors, families,
passengers, merchants, pirates, and explorers. Stories
include a 13th century maritime civil war, a 17th-century
teenage pirate, a British warship at Trafalgar fighting for
France, and a Liverpool slave-ship sunk before abolition.
Integrated maps, figures, and 16 pages of mono
illustrations. 224pp, 16.5 x 23.5cm.
£25 NOW £4  SAVE £21!
96343 QUEEN ELIZABETH
by Chris Frame and Rachelle Cross
Step aboard Cunard’s luxurious Queen Elizabeth, the
line’s second-largest ship, offering the ultimate cruising
experience. Highlights include the three-story Royal
Court Theatre with box seating, the elegant Queen’s
Room, Empire Casino, and the Golden Lion Pub,
alongside an array of public spaces: play zone, spa,
library, bookshop, arcade, photo gallery, terraces,
courtyards, games deck, pavilion pool, and lido,
complete with a grill serving burgers with sauces literally
on tap.  120pp, landscape 24.5 x 22.5cm, lavish colour
images on glossy pages, over 200 photographs.
£25 NOW £4.50  SAVE £20.50!
96333 CANADIAN PACIFIC SHIPS
by Ian Collard
A richly illustrated history of transatlantic shipping
between Europe and Canada. Founded in 1867 by
Montreal merchants, the Canada Shipping Company
introduced steamships such as Lake Nipigon, Lake
Champlain, and Lake Megantic, built by the London
and Glasgow Shipbuilding Company. In 1870, the
Liverpool and Mississippi Steamship Company began
trading between the Mersey and the southern U.S.,
and by 1873, the first Canadian transcontinental
railway company expanded into shipping, chartering
Cunard ships to Vancouver, Yokohama, Shanghai, and
Hong Kong. In 1889, Canadian Pacific secured the
Pacific mail contract. Its largest steamships included the
Empress of Britain, Empress of Ireland, and Empress of
Canada. Colour illustrations, fleet lists, posters, and
mementoes. 24.5 x 22.5cm softback, 165pp.
£25 NOW £7.50  SAVE £17.50!
96769 PLATFORM SOULS: The Trainspotter
As 20th-Century Hero
by Nicholas Whittaker
Nicholas Whittaker’s much-loved classic, a hymn to
British eccentricity, recalls the long summer days of his
childhood, notepad in hand, jotting down train numbers
during the heyday of steam and early diesel. In this
updated edition, he revisits his roots, reflecting on
recent changes, catching up with old acquaintances,
and considering the effects of decades of ridicule and
privatisation on his beloved hobby.  More than a train
memoir, it is a lyrical account of growing up in a more
innocent age and a celebration of British eccentricity
and careful observation: “Spotters - of trains, planes,
buses or birds - are a last redoubt for something rapidly
vanishing: looking outward, seeing, observing.”  Many
archive photographs, including locos at Stockport, Leeds
Holbeck, and Berlin. 320 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £5
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97491 FORD CAPRI: All Models (Except RS) 1969 to 1987
by Mark Paxton
When launched, the Ford Capri was revolutionary. It was a sports car that set the
European market alight, allowing even a buyer on a modest budget an intoxicating
whiff of the exotic. Today, Capri values are rising rapidly.  This guide takes the
potential purchaser through a short initial examination to weed out the obviously
defective followed by a more comprehensive step by step look at the body and
mechanical parts, where the clear, jargon-free text accompanied by over 100
photographs sheds light on even the darkest corners of the Capri’s construction.
Chapters include Relative Values - which model for you?, Fifteen Minute Evaluation -
walk away or stay?, Do You Really Want to Restore? - It’ll take longer and cost more
than you think. Colour photos including examples of Mk3 280 Brooklands, last of the
line and the most expensive, and Mk1 3-litres, fine cars with great period charm. 197
x 142mm,  64 page paperback.
ONLY £9.99

97494 JAGUAR - ALL THE
CARS: Updated
by Nigel Thorley
A new book to meet the needs
of not only the Jaguar
aficionado, but also enthusiasts
who don’t have a detailed
knowledge of the wide range of
Jaguar models produced over
the years. Illustrated in colour
throughout, this significantly
updated and expanded
paperback edition
comprehensively covers every
single Jaguar production vehicle
up to the present day.  The development of Jaguar production cars is charted, with a

brief history of each model range, along with a detailed guide to exterior and interior differences, with
accompanying pictures, production numbers, and specifications, even down to colour schemes and factory
accessories.  This is the most complete, quick reference work available anywhere on SS and Jaguar models from
1931 onwards and includes Jaguar Heritage, Postwar Pushrods 1945 to 1951, The XJ40 Saloons 1986 to 1994, E-
type Series 1, 2 and 3 Sports Cars 1961 to 1974, the XJ8 Saloons 1997 to 2002, New XK Sports Cars 2006 to
2014, The F-PACE SUV from 2016.  238 x 173mm. 424 page paperback with stunning colour photos to drool over.
ONLY £37
96783 TROPIC SUNS: Seadogs Aboard an English Galleon  by James Seay Dean
From jacktar to captain, Sea Dogs explores life aboard an Elizabethan ship. How did sailors endure tropical heat,
storms, bad water, rotten food, disease, shifting cargoes, and enemy fire? Drawing on firsthand accounts from 16th
and early 17th century voyages, the book captures the daily realities of life on galleons sailing between England,
the West Indies, and beyond.  It celebrates the courage and skill of these sailors as they navigated the Cabo
Verde islands, the Caribbean, the Amazonas and Orinoco rivers, and the Strait of Magellan. Alongside human
stories, it details the development of Tudor and Stuart ships, their design, sailing, and tactics, all framed within the
international political context of the time. 240 pages.
£20 NOW £4  SAVE £16!

97484 AN AUSTIN ANTHOLOGY
by James Stringer
An entertaining collection of true stories that feature
just a few of the products manufactured by the
Austin Motor Company from 1906 until the outbreak
of WWII, including the people who helped to make
them, those who drove them, and even those who
flew them.  You will find within these pages the
stories of the Austin 12/6 which could be won by
smoking Kensitas cigarettes; the Austin 20 which
competed in the 1914 Austrian Alpine Trial; the
remarkable racing car named ‘Pobble’ which went on
to serve as an ambulance during the WWI, and the
Australian couple who, in 1926, decided to drive their
Austin Twelve right around Australia.  The Music

Hall artist George Clarke, who performed on stage with his Austin Seven,
and the ‘Austin Unity Song,’ a recording of which was presented to guests at
the Company’s Annual dinner, are just two more fascinating stories which go
to make up this Austin Anthology.  Chapters include: ‘Mr Harry’ - The Other
Mr Austin, The 1914 Austrian Alpine Trial, with nostalgic black and white
photos including a Prototype Whippet (AU1) aeroplane - registered 14 July
1919 as K158, An Austin Named ‘Pobble’ and the Austin 20. Blending
motoring history with anecdote and nostalgia. 220 x 155mm, 112 pages,
photos.
ONLY £14.99

97485 AN AUSTIN ANTHOLOGY II
by James Stringer
Following on from Jim Stringer’s first book ‘An Austin
Anthology,’ (code 97484) this second volume
features 22 more stories relating to the Austin Motor
Company, its products and the people who
purchased them.  The author uncovers how the
single-cylinder Austin Seven, whilst designed at
Longbridge, was actually built at the Swift Motor Car
factory in Coventry and offered as a Swift or an
Austin.  In 1908 Herbert Austin produced four 100hp
racing cars to compete at the French Grand Prix in
Dieppe, but what happened to them afterwards?
And is the only survivor, now on display at the
British Heritage Museum, Gaydon as genuine as it

would appear?  Then there is the story of Daisy Fearon, whose only means of
transport was a 1928 Austin which she’d owned since 1931. As Daisy aged,
her driving became less and less predictable, causing those who knew her to
run for cover when she was seen at the wheel.  An amusing and nostalgic
collection of stories, illustrated with original period photographs, chapters
include Singing About the Austin Seven, Alf Depper An Austin Pioneer, and A
Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Cemetery, The 100hp Austins. 219
x 157mm, 112 pages. B/w photos.
ONLY £15.99

97486 AN AUSTIN ANTHOLOGY III
by James Stringer
This third volume continues James Stringer’s well
received series with another highly entertaining
collection of Austin-related stories.  This time you
can read all about: ‘Mugwump’ and its journey
from Bristol to Cape Town; how Spike Milligan
and fellow Goon Peter Sellers nearly fell out over
an Austin 12/4; the company’s promotional film
about the Austin 7, “The Mighty Atom”, and
many other colourful and delightfully entertaining
stories, which provide the reader with an
alternative and previously untold history of the
Austin Motor Car Company.  Chapters include An
Austin Named Gumdrop, ‘Old Min’, Agricultural

Austins.  218 x 155mm.  112 pages.  Full of nostalgic b/w photos.
ONLY £19.99

97528 AN AUSTIN ANTHOLOGY: Set of Three  by James Stringer
An entertaining collection of true stories relating to the Austin Motor Company, its products and the people who

purchased them.  Beautifully illustrated hardbacks, Volumes I, II and III.
£59.97 NOW £45

96745 VOYAGING THE WORLD’S CIVIL ENGINEERING WONDERS  by John Laverick
Canals remain popular for summer leisure, with horse-drawn boats and ‘gongoozlers’ enjoying the locks. In this
richly illustrated book, John Laverick explores extraordinary feats of civil engineering across three continents and
three centuries, from Telford’s high Pontcysyllte Aqueduct to the rotating ship lift at Falkirk, the Panama Canal and
its expansion, and Europe’s Kiel Canal. He recounts historic liners, Mulberry Harbours, floating nuclear submarine
docks, the Suez Canal, Gibraltar crossings, Norfolk Broads, and restorations including the Kennet & Avon and Wilts
& Berks canals. Featuring colour photographs, plans, maps, advertising, line art, and archive images throughout.
Softback, 192 pages, 24.5 × 22.5cm.
£22.50 NOW £7  SAVE £15.50!

96764 LUSITANIA SINKING: Eyewitness Accounts From Survivors  by Anthony Richards
This book tells the story of the Lusitania sinking through the lens of one family searching for their son. On 1 May
1915, 29-year-old student Preston Prichard boarded the Lusitania as a Second Class passenger from New York to
Liverpool. On 7 May, the liner was struck by a torpedo from German submarine U-20, and within 20 minutes it
sank, claiming 1,198 lives, including Preston’s.  Unsure of his fate, his family took action: his brother Mostyn
searched morgues in Queenstown, while his mother wrote hundreds of letters to survivors. The book offers
moving survivor accounts, including Grace French, who witnessed the chaos, and Alice Middleton, who recalled
Prichard helping her to safety. Preston had even prepared his papers and shared the location of his will, perhaps
sensing the danger. Archive photos. 280 pages.
£19.99 NOW £6

97689 THE ROSE, THE BASTARD AND THE SAINT
KING: The Murder of Henry VI  Cont...

True Crime from page 1

brother Richard, Duke of Gloucester, still more than a decade
from becoming King Richard III.  We can see something of the
blinding allure of Earl of Warwick that allowed his plans and
orders to survive his own death at the Battle of Barnet.  His
position as an illegitimate son of an earl is revealed and perhaps
more compelling is the view of the motivations of counties in
Southeast England being driven into fresh rebellion.  The Wars of
the Roses is a complex jigsaw in which this story is a vital piece,
not least in understanding the controversial fate of a king of
England.  The Siege of London on 12th -14th May 1471 is a
largely forgotten episode yet its implications were so far-reaching
that the fate of the Lancastrian dynasty was sealed forever.
Edward IV’s gamble to reclaim the throne for the House of York
was a triumph against the odds.  He might have been confident of total victory if
not for Thomas Neville, who, along with thousands of ordinary people, stormed
London in a desperate attempt to free Henry VI from captivity.  Here is the first
ever full-length study which uses contemporary evidence and reveals where the
battles for London took place and why Henry VI continued to be revered as a saint long after his death.  The book
asks whether the future Richard III was actually responsible for Henry’s murder.  264 pages, maps.
£22.99 NOW £8.50

97658 SCOTLAND YARD
by Simon Read
Sub-titled ‘A History of the
London Police Force’s Most
Infamous Murder Cases’ this is
riveting true-crime history which
chronicles Scotland Yard’s evolution
through gruesome murder cases from
1829 to World War Two, showcasing
pioneering forensic techniques like
bloodstain analysis and
fingerprinting.  Scotland Yard was
the world’s first modern, professional
and centrally organised police force
which set new standards for policing
and investigating.  From fingerprints

to ballistics and evidence collection, it made the first attempt at
criminal profiling and captivated the public on both sides of the
Atlantic with feats of detective work that rivalled any fictional
interpretation.  Chapters cover A Murder in the Manor, A Death in Duddlewick, Chasing Crippen, The Brides in
the Bath, War Crimes, and Human Wickedness of All Kinds, and begins with Ratcliffe Highway Murders among
the tenements, taverns, shops on the crowded narrow byway that ran from the Tower of London past Wapping
to Shadwell.  Rigorous research, smooth storytelling, this is shrewd synthesis of a wealth of material which uses
court transcripts, investigative files and other sources.  470pp, fairly large print, well illustrated.
$35 NOW £7.50

97627 MEN WHO WERE SHERLOCK HOLMES: A True-Life Victorian
Murder Mystery  by Daniel Smith
Victorian medics Joseph Bell and Henry Littlejohn were celebrated in their day for
forensic diagnosis, and young Arthur Conan Doyle was a keen student of Bell’s at
medical school in Edinburgh. Bell’s close associate Littlejohn was more of a background
figure in the world of experimental forensics, possibly because he had more of a public
profile as the city’s medical officer. Techniques of fingerprinting and blood analysis
were in their infancy, and Bell and Littlejohn relied on acute observation and accurate
recording supplemented by the growing importance of photography. In 1893 the two
were unknown to the public but that changed with the murder of Cecil Hambrough, a
20-year-old army officer who had grown up at Steephill Castle, the family estate on
the Isle of Wight. After receiving his army commission, Hambrough continued to reside
with his former tutor Arthur Monson against his parents’ wishes, and in 1893 he was
accompanied on a shooting expedition by Monson and an unknown man called Scott
who vanished into thin air and was later identified as Edward Sweeney, a bookie with
shady financial interests. Hambrough’s parents had originally engaged Monson as tutor

because of his gentlemanly manners and aristocratic connections, but he had a chain of bad debts and insurance
scams behind him and was now very short of money. In 1893 he had taken out two insurance policies on the
life of Hambrough, amounting to £20,000, though he may not have known they were unrealisable until
Hambrough was 21. On the evidence of Bell’s and Lightfoot’s scrupulous investigation of the scene and their
investigations into Monson’s business affairs, Monson was tried for Hambrough’s murder in a tense courtroom
drama. This fascinating book examines in detail the methods of the men who were the real-life models for
Sherlock Holmes.  254pp, paperback, monochrome photos.
£10.99 NOW £5

97694 TRULY CRIMINAL: Anthology of True Crime  by Martin Edwards
A showcase of a group of highly regarded writers who all share their passion for crime
reflected in a collection of essays re-examining some of the most notorious cases from
British criminal history.  Contributors are all members of the Crime Writers’ Association
(CWA) including leading novelists Peter Lovesey, Andrew Taylor, Kate Clarke, who with
Bernard Taylor was co-author of Murder at the Priory, Paul French who returns to China
with his essay, Linda Stratmann with a highly appropriate recipe for Rice Pottage
updated from the 19th century original because arsenic should not be added, Kate Ellis
and Catherine Aird, Quentin Bates, and Jim Doherty from the US.  We are lucky to see
included an essay by Margery Allingham about the Wallace case that was unpublished
during her lifetime and which has fascinated writers for over 80 years.  The book includes
a highly original take on the Brides in the Bath case, an account of the Maybrick murder
(if it was murder), a study of the Moat Farm mystery by a novelist with a distant family
connection to it, and an overview of the Rouse case and its offshoots in fiction and fact.
There are also stories which will be unfamiliar even to true crime buffs including a story
from Shetland and a Kentish mystery, and not forgetting the case of Catherine Foster
who murdered her husband with poisoned dumplings.  292pp, paperback.
£14.99 NOW £6 MORE ON NEXT PAGE

A drawing
contributed
to Henry VI’s
effigy, tomb
chest and
achievements,
showing the
King
bearded.
Probably
made
c.1583-1606.

A gruesome discovery is madebeneath
the kitchen flagstones at No.3 Miniver
Place, Bermondsey.
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NOSTALGIC ERAS CAPTURED VIVIDLY IN
WORDS AND PICTURES THAT BRING THE

MEMORIES FLOODING BACK.

Most homes were heated by coal fires,
meaning plenty of work for the chimney
sweeps.  Here is a firm from Deptford.

Nursery
children
learn the
rudiments
of
laundering
their own
hankies
& dusters!

The gas mask became
part of every child’s
uniform during the war.

On a bench in Southend, a group of
holidaymakers enjoy an ice cream.

Britain’s last steam passenger train ran
in 1968.

97662 BORN IN THE
1930s
by Tim Glynne-Jones
A little girl leapfrogs over her
friend, pigtails swinging in the
air on the banks of the River
Thames, watched by a small
gaggle of children, bare legged
on a cloudy typical British
summer’s day.  Here are teeny
tiny tots in miniature racing cars,
children on a merry-go-round at

Butlins in Skegness, nursery school children taking
their afternoon nap, enjoying their tricycles, the
outdoor lido, the Golden Age of steam, school dinners,
away days, Blackpool beach, bunting across the
streets for the Silver Jubilee in 1935, London
Transport, charabancs and outings, dancing girls on
stage, Billingsgate Fish Market, fencing on the roof of
the Lyons corner house, Tiller Girls, gasmasks and
more.  Amid all the political and financial upheaval, it
was a decade that saw many traditions shaken to
their foundations, the abdication of Edward VIII, great
leaps forward in health and education, and the launch
of BBC TV.  Fabulous Getty images on every page.
144pp. Newly reprinted edition.
£6.99 NOW £3.99

97663 BORN IN THE
1940s
by Tim Glynne-Jones
At the beginning of the 40s,
families were split up, children
evacuated and soon came the
nightly dread of the Blitz,
blackouts and bomb shelters
becoming familiar features.
Food was rationed, crime
figures rose, children were
orphaned and whole

neighbourhoods
destroyed.  But the
people dug in,
produced their own
food, clothes and
entertainment with a
spirit of resilience
and resourcefulness and community spirit, captured in these Getty
images.  The NHS was founded and the nationalisation of the railways
gave a growing desire for travel and discovery.  New technologies
and entertainments burst into life - TV, motorcars, domestic appliances.
Football and cricket, the Olympic Games in 1948 in London, see here
old ladies pushing a pram piled high with huge sacks of coal, ice cream
in Southend, rock pooling, a terrier leaping into the air to avoid being
sucked up by a vacuum cleaner, the nuclear family, forties style and

fashion, children playing in the streets and schoolyards, skipping ropes and boot polishing, tiny babies up for
adoption, the Victory Parade May 1945 and gasmasks part of every child’s uniform, Operation Pied Piper and of
hope and optimism, and still the last Golden Age of railway.  144pp, photos on every page.
£6.99 NOW £3.99

97664 BORN IN THE
1960s
by Tim Glynne-Jones
The times they are a-
changin’.  The Ford Anglia,
here seen with a tent
pitched not just alongside
but over the top of it,
children having fun in the
countryside, on the banks
of the Thames, mending
their toy cars, playing

pirates, magic
magnifying glasses,
dancing the twist in
the street in a bid to
prevent vehicles
from using it, a net
on a stick and an old
jam jar to fish for
minnows, no seatbelts, camping, girl guides and scouts, the new
comprehensive school system, smoking behind the bike sheds, the ice
cream van, funfairs, the coalman arriving with his horse and cart, the rag
and bone man clip clopping up the street, wrestling on TV, Wimbledon,
the sculptures of Henry Moore at the Tate, rock ‘n’ roll and the Rolling
Stones, this was My Generation.  144 pages of Getty quality images in
black and white mark the turning point between an adult-orientated
society and one driven by youth.  Words and pictures.
£6.99 NOW £3.99

97665 BORN IN THE
1970s
by Tim Glynne-Jones
Brightly coloured dodgem
cars at the funfair, colourful
clothes, the 1970s is much
maligned as a decade of
political strife, bad fashion,
ugly architecture and dowdy
interior design.  But it was
also a great decade of music,
classic TV, groundbreaking

cinema and tribalism
and movements
including glam rock,
prog rock, punk rock,
heavy metal, disco,
new wave, and hip hop
and in between them all
there was Abba.  There
was tribalism on the
football terraces too, hits on Top of the Pops, space travel was now a
reality, the Common Market came into question, and a gorilla at Twycross
Zoo got a television in his own room.  Flying kites, school milk, furtive
fags, go-karts, big taches, big collars and big hair, children playing on the
street, corporal punishment, shoulder length hair for boys, here it is all
pictured in 144 pages of Getty quality images.  Newly reprinted edition.
£6.99 NOW £3.99

The Green Cross Code campaign was
launched in 1970 and Dave Prowse
became a familiar sight on TV.

97759 BORN IN THE...: Set of Four
Born In The 1930s, 1940s (sorry no ’50s available), 1960s and 1970s.  A set to collect of nostalgic Getty

quality images of how life was captured.  Buy all four in the series and make a saving.
£27.96 NOW £14.50

True Crime below

97628 MONSTER OF HARRODS  by Alison Kervin
Sub-titled ‘Al-Fayed and the Secret, Shameful History of a British Institution’.
Famous in his lifetime as the owner of Harrods and father of Princess Diana’s
boyfriend Dodi who died with her in the fatal car crash, since his death Mohamed al
Fayed has been revealed as a serial rapist and abuser. This book opens with the
horrifying testimony of two of his employees at Harrods and tells the stories of
numerous other women who were his victims. Born into a poor family in
Alexandria, and suffering the death of his mother at a young age, Fayed saw at
first hand the wealth and luxury of British colonials and decided to emulate them.
After dubious business ventures in Saudi Arabia and Haiti he went on to make a
fortune in Dubai, no-one is quite sure how. He had a talent as a middleman,
introducing influential people to each other, but even at this stage there was a
darker side and in Dubai he made a rape attempt on Sheenagh, stalking her
relentlessly when she managed to escape and establishing a pattern that was to
last for decades. He was now calling himself Al Fayed and claiming to be
descended from a privileged Egyptian family. At Harrods, young women were
employed on the perfume counter, and then invited to Fayed’s apartment where he
would rape them and if necessary pay for an abortion afterwards. It was highly

organised and his victims realised with horror that Fayed’s trusted staff were casually servicing his lust. When his
head of occupational health refused to do gynaecological examinations, he sacked her and outsourced the work
to others. There was no-one to whom victims could turn for help. Security men would threaten to sue the
women for theft unless they signed a non-disclosure agreement. When Fayed’s son Dodi commenced a
relationship with Diana, her bodyguard was aware of Fayed’s reputation and warned the Queen. A bizarre twist
is that after Diana’s death Fayed bought the school she had attended and used it for purposes of abuse. The
author examines not only Fayed’s crimes but also the conspiracy of silence around him. 346pp, colour photos.
£20 NOW £7.50

97675 DARK SIDE OF THE
CUT by Susan C. Law
A history of crime on Britain’s
canals which explores brutal
murders and criminal activities
during the Industrial Revolution,
revealing the dark underbelly of
waterway life and rough justice.
Waterways are isolated places on
the edge of society.  They have
always had their own distinctive
way of life and a shady
reputation with sinister figures
lurking in the shadows and bodies
found floating in the water.
When a brutal murder in 1839

created a national outcry, it seemed to confirm all the worst
fears about boatmen - a tough breed of men surviving in
harsh conditions who were swiftly branded as outlaws by
the press.  This is a veritable trove of human drama, a
rattling read which will warn you to keep off intoxicating
liquors like gin!  Chapters cover Water Gypsies, Perks of the Job, Desperate Remedies and dangerous liaisons,
Atrocious Crimes and Gruesome Facts, A Cry from the Boat Cabins and A Gang of Ruffians among them.  As today
we sit at a canal side pub sipping a cool drink in the sunshine with dappled shadows playing gently across the grass
and the water, this was in the Industrial Revolution the crime scene for much drunkenness, violence and poverty that
were facts of everyday life in past centuries.  Read about the gang of labourers on the Leicester & Northampton Union
Canal who decided to have some fun by attacking a detachment of guards from the Leicester Fencibles trying to
liberate two army deserters.  There was rioting and chaos and the frightened villagers panicked.  260 pages, nice
historical illustrations, engravings and even a photograph of the traditional method of ‘legging’.
£20 NOW £7.50

97055 POOR BICKERTON: A Journey to the Dark Heart of Georgian
England  by Stephen Haddelsey
The extraordinary life and tragic decline of John Bickerton is revealed through the records of
his 1833 inquest, opening a window onto the harsher realities behind the elegant world of
the Jane Austen era.  Born in 1755 into a Shropshire farming family, Bickerton moved
through Oxford and Cambridge, briefly pursued ordination, and drifted into a life marked by
instability, imprisonment and periods of apparent mental illness. At various points he
described himself as a “Reverend”, was detained after attempting to approach the King,
and was later confined in Coldbath Fields prison under harsh conditions that reflected the
era’s brutal treatment of poverty and madness.  Following his release, he briefly re-
emerged in legal circles and even attached himself, in highly unusual circumstances, to
Hertford College, Oxford, before ending his life in poverty and neglect in 1833. His death,
while carrying letters from former prime ministers, became a talking point that exposed the
fragile boundaries between insanity, criminality and destitution in early 19th-century Britain.
Debtor’s prison and steady decline soon followed. A vivid historical study of one man’s
downfall and the wider system that shaped it. 240 pages, illus.
£20 NOW £8

97085 INTELLIGENT SPY’S HANDBOOK
by Robin Renwick

From Francis Walsingham born 1532, Sir George
Downing, poets and playwrights like Christopher
Marlowe and Andrew Marvell, Cromwell’s other

spymaster John Thurloe, and Wellington’s code breaker
George Scovell, T.E. Lawrence to James Bond,

intelligence work has always drawn an eclectic mix of
personalities - ideological zealots, master manipulators,

egotists, and cold-blooded. Here are too Bolshevik
agents and femmes fatales like Catherine Walston for
Graham Greene and Ann Rothermere for Ian Fleming.

We hear, for instance, of how Kim Philby, to have fun at
the expense of his colleagues, kept a photograph in his

office of Mount Ararat, taken from the Soviet side.  And
the darker side of some of our more heroic stories is

exposed, from the chemical castration of Alan Turing to
the personal sacrifices Oleg Gordievsky made to become
Britain’s most successful Soviet mole. Colour and mono

plates, 256 pages.
£20 NOW £8

97049 FATE DEALS A HAND
by George Behe

The Slippery Fortunes of Titanic’s Professional
Gamblers. A fascinating true-crime angle on the Titanic,
uncovering the shadowy world of professional gamblers
and con-men who targeted transatlantic voyages.  Long
before the iceberg, luxury liners like the Titanic attracted

card sharps who made a living by cheating wealthy
passengers at games of chance. This book follows three
such figures - George Brereton, Charles Romaine and

Harry “Kid” Homer - as they infiltrate first-class society,
using charm, deception and sleight of hand to move

among businessmen, politicians and social elites in the
ship’s smoking rooms and salons.  When disaster strikes

on the night of 14 April, their story takes an even
stranger turn, as they continue playing even as the ship
begins to sink, before making a dramatic escape aboard

a “sneak boat”. The narrative then traces their later lives
and enduring legends.  225 pages, illus.

£20 NOW £7.50 MORE OVER PAGE

A London pub full of brawling drunks in an
illus. by George Cruikshank. Public houses were
criticised for encouraging drunkenness and
depravity among the labouring classes.
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96740 PRIVATE
INQUIRIES
by Caitlin Davies
The female private detective
has been a staple of popular
culture for over 150 years, from
Victorian lady sleuths to ‘busy-
body spinsters’ and gun-toting
modern PIs, but what about the
real-life women behind these
fictional tales?  We meet Antonia
Moser, the first woman to open
her own agency, Annette
Kerner, who ran the Mayfair

Detective Agency
on Baker Street in
the 1940s, and
Liverpool sleuth
Zena Scott-Archer
who became the
first woman
president of the
World Association of
Detectives. A terrific
caseload including
peephole servants,
secret watchings,
straight-shooting
women, the Case of
the Disappearing
Whiskey, rogue
daters, She-lock
Holmes, the art of
shadowing and how
the best disguise is a
woman. 320 pages,
illus.
£20 NOW £4
SAVE £16!

True Crime

Lady Marye Violet Isolde
Rous, the daughter of the 4th
Earl of Stradbroke, apparently
worked for a Soho detective
agency and was said to be its
‘top woman operative’ in the
mid-1950s.

A Scene in St. Giles’s

97121 LIVING IN
EARLY VICTORIAN
LONDON
by Michael Alpert
London in the 1840s was a
city of dramatic contrasts:
vast, smoky, and restless,
where immense wealth
coexisted with crushing
poverty.  Elegant
boulevards glittered with
gas-lit shop windows
displaying luxury goods,
while only streets away lay
cramped, malodorous alleys

choked with mud, refuse, and human waste.  Against
this charged urban backdrop unfolded one of the most
sensational crimes of the age: the 1849 murder of
Patrick O’Connor by Frederick and Maria Manning.
Drawing on the trial transcripts alongside journalism,
diaries,
and
contemporary
fiction.
Through
these
sources
we see
how
Londoners
worked,
shopped,
cooked,
clothed
themselves,
fell ill, and
died; how
they worshipped, read, sought entertainment, and
struggled to educate their children; and how they
navigated the hopes and anxieties of life in an
overcrowded and rapidly changing metropolis.
Londoners enjoyed the conveniences of the Penny
Post and the omnibus and benefited from the growing
presence of an organised police force.  Yet much of
the city still retained a medieval character.  By
weaving crime, social history, and urban
transformation together, Alpert captures a society
caught between innovation and brutality, progress and
persistence.  214 pages, 16 pages of photos including
cartoons.
£22 NOW £11

97403 NATURAL HISTORY OF CRIME: Case
Studies In Death and the Clues Nature Leaves
Behind  by Patricia Wiltshire
Professor Patricia Wiltshire, one of the UK’s leading
forensic ecologists, reveals the extraordinary science
behind solving crime through nature.  From soil, pollen
and plant traces to microscopic evidence at crime
scenes, she shows how the natural world can expose
what really happened - and sometimes overturn what
people thought they knew. Working at the intersection
of ecology and criminal investigation, she has
contributed to some of the UK’s most high-profile cases,
including the Sarah Payne and Soham murders.
Blending real casework with reflections on
responsibility, truth and justice, this book offers a
fascinating look inside forensic investigation and the
pressure of working for victims and the wrongly
accused. Chapters explore cases such as Stabbed or
Not Stabbed?, Where’s My Baby?, Blood, Brains and
Time and Fire in the Ferns. 326 page large softback.
£16.99 NOW £7

97391 GALLERY OF MIRACLES AND
MADNESS  by Charlie English

Subtitled ‘Insanity, Art and Hitler’s First Mass Murder
Programme’, a gripping and unsettling history that

connects art, psychiatry and ideology in Nazi Germany,
revealing how culture was drawn into the earliest stages
of Hitler’s vision of “cleansing” society.  Focusing on the
remarkable Prinzhorn Collection - artworks created by

psychiatric patients in Weimar Germany - the book
shows how these raw, expressive works astonished

artists such as Paul Klee, Max Ernst and Salvador Dalí,
while later becoming entangled in Nazi propaganda and
persecution. It traces Hitler’s war on modern art through
the infamous “Degenerate Art” exhibitions, alongside his

broader campaign against those deemed “unfit.”
Drawing on hundreds of sources, it moves between art

history, biography and political horror to show how
creativity, madness and ideology collided with

devastating consequences. Includes maps, artist listings
and colour and b/w images from the Heidelberg

collection. 304 pages.
£9.99 NOW £4

97042 YORKSHIRE RIPPER: The Secret
Murders  by Chris Clarke and Tim Tate
In early February 1978, the body of Helen Rytka, an
18-year-old prostitute, was found in a timber yard in
Huddersfield. She had also been stabbed 13 times,
causing savage wounds to her lungs, heart, liver and
stomach. The hunt for the Yorkshire Ripper, Britain’s
newest serial killer, exploded from being merely a
regional story to dominating the front pages of national
newspapers and TV headlines.  Who were the unknown
victims of these unsolved crimes?  What happened to the
investigations into their cases? Why was Peter Sutcliffe
never tried for these murders?  And why has the truth
been concealed for so long?  The authors uncover a
murder spree that lasted more than 15 years, claimed
the lives of at least 22 more victims and the continuing
cover up. 372 page paperback, photos.
£8.99 NOW £4.50

96402 REAL TED HASTINGS
by Robin Jarossi

Line of Duty is widely regarded as today’s defining TV
crime drama. This book explores how the series draws
on real-life crimes, events, and figures - most notably
Robert Mark, the inspiration for Ted Hastings. In the
1970s, Mark confronted widespread corruption in the

CID, overseeing the departure of 478 officers during his
nearly five-year tenure, compared to an average of 16
per year in the previous decade. The author also shows

how the character Dot Cottan echoes the real-life
Detective Chief Superintendent Bill Moody, who was

jailed for corruption. 235 pages, paperback.
£9.99 NOW £2.75

Nature from page 1
97634 RSPB BIRDING YEAR Cont...

tips, and advice on where
and when to keep watch.
September’s Bird of the
Month is a Knot, with
flocks of them swirling
round estuaries such as
Morecambe Bay as they
return from their Arctic
summer. Each month also
has a Challenge Bird, one
that may be difficult to
spot, and Monthly
Musings feature a range
of topics, for example the
domestic habits of blue
tits, how they disinfect
their nests with herbs like
lavender and ground ivy,
or an explanation of how
you can tell a bird’s diet
from its beak shape, for
instance the broad conical
bill of a seed eater, good
for crushing. Finally each
chapter has a To-do list.
February’s highlight is
watching the weed dance
of a great crested grebe’s
courting ritual, April’s To-
dos include enjoying the
antics of a heronry, while
June’s To-dos are taking
part in a peregrine city
watch and listening to a
nightjar, the only British
bird to coordinate its
breeding cycles with the full moon. Every page is a
delightful revelation. 224pp, softback, colour photos.
£16.99 NOW £8

97612 BUTTERFLY SPOTTER’S GUIDE
by Matthew Oates
Produced in association with the National Trust and
with beautiful illustrations, full page and in colour on the
right hand side, we are encouraged to spot all of
Britain’s butterflies with our new pocket-sized guide.
All five families of British butterflies are featured -
Skippers, Whites and Yellows, Browns, Fritillaries and
Aristocrats, Metalmarks, Coppers, Hairstreaks and
Blues - as well as five day-flying moths that are just as
colourful and striking as their butterfly cousins like the
Burnet moth with thick black bodies and unusually
narrow red and black wings.  Children love finding the
straw-coloured cocoons fixed high on sturdy dead

stems.  Today butterflies are the second most popular group amongst wildlife
enthusiasts after birds, not bad considering that we have only about 60 resident
species.  Here is the beautiful Painted Lady, Small Tortoiseshell, Pearl-bordered
Fritillary, Marbled White, Speckled Wood and more, and often there are two
separate views with wings open and wings closed helping the reader to identify a
specific butterfly.  When the second view is of a female butterfly it has been noted in the text.  112pp, colour illus.
£9.99 NOW £5

97635 SHETLAND WAY  by Marianne Brown
When Marianne flew to Shetland for her dad’s funeral in February 2020, she only packed a
small bag, but then found herself in lockdown there, with husband Josh and daughter
Esme, for the next six months. Learning how to live in Dad’s “Kirkhoose” is quite a
challenge, with none of the mod cons they are used to, and meanwhile she is continuing
her job long-distance, commissioning and editing articles for an environmental journal.
Esme is especially resentful, but the breakthrough comes with the discovery of an old plate
while digging in the garden, and mother and child go in search together for the island’s
hidden histories, whether underground or on the wild uplands. Folklore plays a part, and
one notable incident sees a mysterious tapping sound haunting the cottage, which turns out
to be a gull helping himself to a peanut butter mush that Esme had created. Eventually
they return to their previous lives, with Esme kicking and screaming to stay, but two
years later Marianne is back on a journalistic assignment. At her father’s funeral she had
realised that “on the line between bog and sky, another story was beginning: a plan for a
giant onshore wind farm.”  Viking Power’s development is being opposed by many local
people, and as she interviews people on both sides of the issue, Marianne confronts a
major problem of our time: we need to invest in renewables, but how to balance the need

to protect our planet against the preservation of wildlife habitats and the simple pleasure of an empty space? She had
always liked the elegance of wind turbines, but the 1013 goliaths would power 475,000 homes, most of them not on
Shetland. The answers are complicated, with the Brent Goose oilfield literally on the horizon, and the warmth of
friendship Marianne finds in her search for solutions is part of the equation. 327pp.
£16.99 NOW £6.99

97722 UNDER THE RADIANT HILL: Life and the Land in the Remotest
Highlands  by Robin Noble
The northern parish of Assynt boasts some of the most spectacular scenery in Britain
and is one of the last wild regions.  The mountains of Quinag and Suilven dominate a
very varied landscape with wild, white hills inland and a complex, intricate moorland to
the west.  Here, rocky crags, boggy flows, innumerable lochs and burns stretch to a
coast of equal variety with long fjords, high cliffs and sandy beaches.  Close to many of
the crofting townships are dense areas of native woodland.  In this book, Robin Noble,
who has been intimately involved with this corner of the north-west Highlands of
Scotland his whole life, celebrates its rugged beauty and shares many intimate
encounters with the resident wildlife including, golden eagles, otters, badgers and pine
martens which surrounded his cottage in its wooded glen under the ‘long mountain’ of
Quinag.  Assynt is also well known for its important role in the history of community
land ownership, boating and the sea, fishing and the great outdoors, archaeological
riches, ancient woodland, hurricane, sporting estate, peatlands and wild encounters, and
transformations, and Robin describes too his deep involvement with those who live
there.  He learned much from the old generation of shepherds and crofters whom he got

to know in the 1960s, as well as from their children and incomers in later decades, and shared with them the
challenges of living in a remote, fragile community.  Colour photos. Paperback, 238 pages.
£10.99 NOW £5.50

96748 BIRDS IN CHESHIRE AND
WIRRAL: A Breeding and Wintering

Atlas  by David Norman
The Cheshire and Wirral Ornithological Society
(CAWOS) promotes the study and recording of birds

from the internationally important estuaries of the Dee
and Mersey to the high moors of the Peak District.

Between 2004 and 2007, over 350 volunteers spent
50,000+ hours surveying every 2x2 km square,

documenting breeding and wintering species. This Atlas
reveals dramatic changes since the first county survey

(1978-84) and, for the first time, provides detailed
wintering distributions.  Lavishly illustrated with 300
colour photos and more than 500 maps, it offers full

accounts of 186 species, with brief notes on 31 more.
704pp, large format, colour maps and photos.

£50 NOW £4  SAVE £46!

Mint Moth

Peacock

97711 FRESH AND THE
SALT: The Story of the
Solway by Ann Lingard
Shortlisted for the Lakeland
Book of the Year.  From
mudshrimps and mudflats,
song and painting, saltworks
and wildfowl, basking sharks
and pinkfooted geese to
quarriers, trawlermen, peat-
cutters and haaf netters,
there are many storis to tell.
The Solway Firth in Cumbria
- the crooked finger of water
that both unites and divides
Scotland and England - is a

beautiful yet unpredictable place and one of the least-
industrialised natural large estuaries in Europe.  Firths
and estuaries are liminal places, where land meets sea
and tides meet freshwater.  Their unique ecosystems
support a huge range of marine and other wildlife:
human activity too is profoundly influenced by their
waters and shores.  Its history as deep as the estuary
itself, geology and turbulent character have long affected
the way its inhabitants, both human and non-human,
have learnt to live along and within its ever-changing
margins. ‘Catching the poetic in the scientific...’  307
page paperback, 16 pages of colour photos.
£12.99 NOW £6

97467 PLANT WORDS: A
Book of 250 Curious
Words for Plant Lovers
by Joe Richomme and
Emma Wayland
What is a perennial plant? What
grows in herbaceous borders?
Why are fungi not plants? And
what would you find growing
in a Wardian case?  Plant Words
is an eclectic collection of 250
botanical terms curated by the
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.
This treasury of horticultural
terminology will introduce you
to terraria, tulip mania and
taxonomy, making you an
expert in everything from

arboreta to the wood-wide web.  Describing the
meaning, relevance, fascinating background and usage
of each term, it will give you the vocabulary to
understand and talk about plants, while sharing
fascinating botanical facts and stories and broadening
your horticultural knowledge. Beautifully illustrated with
over 80 images from Kew’s collection.  208 pages.
£12.99 NOW £3

97176 WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHER OF
THE YEAR PORTFOLIO 33
by Rosamund Kidman Cox

Bringing together all 100 photographs awarded
in the 2023 Wildlife Photographer of the Year competition
organised by the Natural History Museum, the collection
represents photographers from 27 countries. Highlights

include striking portrayals of animal behaviour,
extraordinary underwater encounters, and powerful

documentary images that examine humanity’s intricate
and often challenging relationship with nature.  Among

our favourites are the young male snow leopard
springing into action, a young macaque lying along the

back of a sika deer, a curious young Southern right
whale, an endangered tri-spine horseshoe crab

surrounded by sparkling fish, and bats and midges in a
starry image of the Milky Way.  Particularly inventive
and resonant are the works by young photographers.

Hundreds of images in colour and black and white
presented on 160 glossy very large pages.

£28 NOW £11

Carnivorous

MORE ON NEXT PAGE

This treasury of
horticultural terminology

will introduce you to
terraria, tulip mania and

taxonomy, making you an
expert in everything from

arboreta to the wood-
wide web.

96088 ON THE ROOF: A Thatcher’s Journey
by Tom Allan
Allan’s journey is part travelogue, part celebration of an
ancient craft. Along the way we meet fellow thatchers -
from the son of a Hebridean lobster fisherman working
with dune grass, to a Syrian refugee finding peace on
Denmark’s seagrass roofs, to one of Japan’s first women
masters of a 5,000-year tradition. The book travels from
Devon, the South Hams, Waveney Valley, the Uists
and Crieff, to the Netherlands, the Danube Delta, Japan,
and back. A love letter to thatching and a joyful ode to
living authentically, Allan is a curious, knowledgeable,
and superb storyteller. 304 pages, photos.
£18.99 NOW £5



9www.bibliophilebooks.com

Arcturus Epic Classics - stunning large-format hardback editions of classic works,
presented with striking illustrated page edges and classic illustrations throughout.

Ulysses giving wine to Polyphemus

97667 MILTON’S PARADISE LOST
by John Milton, Illustrated by
Gustave Doré
This luxurious hardback edition presents
John Milton’s celebrated epic poem,
Paradise Lost, with opulent gold cover
embossing, striking illustrated page edges
and classic illustrations by Gustave Doré.
It is considered one of the greatest works in
the English language, narrating the familiar
Christian myth of the fall from grace.  The
poem begins in medias res, with Satan and
his fallen angels cast into Hell after their
failed rebellion against God.  Milton’s Satan,
portrayed with both grandeur and tragic
ambition, is one of the most complex and
debated characters in literary history,
particularly for his perceived heroism by
some readers.  The poem’s portrayal of

Adam and Eve emphasises their humanity, exploring their innocence,
before the Fall of Man, as well as their subsequent awareness of sin.  In
Pandæmonium, the capital city of Hell, Satan employs his rhetorical skill to
organise his followers; he is aided by Mammon and Beelzebub; Belial,
Chemosh, and Moloch are also present.  At the end of the debate, Satan
volunteers to corrupt the newly created Earth and God’s new and most favoured creation, Mankind.  He braves
the dangers of the Abyss alone, in a manner reminiscent of Odysseus or Aeneas. After an arduous traversal of
the Chaos outside Hell, he enters God’s new material World, and later the Garden of Eden.  Influencing such
writers as J. R. R. Tolkien and Philip Pullman, this epic poem explores the darker side of the human soul through
the struggle for ascendancy between God and Satan.  This beautiful hardback edition is produced with faux-cloth
binding, and features 50 magnificent engravings by legendary French artist Gustave Doré.  384 pages in Arcturus
Epic Classics series.  23.5 x 29cm.  New, full price by arrangement with the publisher.
ONLY £24.99

97432 ODYSSEY  by Homer
“The great Ulysses; famed from
shore to shore for valour much, for
hardy suffering more.”  Featuring
deluxe cheerful sea-blue and green
cover with gold embossing, printed
images on the page edges and
stunning neoclassical illustrations,
this magnificent hardback edition
presents Homer’s legendary epic
The Odyssey, the most enduring
classic of western civilization, telling
the story of Ulysses and his
eventful voyage home after the
Trojan War.  Odysseus’s quick-
witted heroism, his colourful

adventures, his endurance, his love for his wife and son have the same power to move and inspire readers today
as they did in Archaic Greece, 2,800 years ago.  This large, deluxe edition features Alexander Pope’s classic 1726
translation which perfectly captures the lyricism of this epic poem plus wonderful illustrations derived from John
Flaxman’s neoclassical designs, as well as a useful introduction by George Davidson and commentary by Emma
Woolerton which allows you to easily follow the action.  There are notes in the margins and antique typography
in a book to pore over as we see depicted Nestor’s sacrifice in honour of Minerva or Neptune raising a storm to
shipwreck Ulysses, but the naked sea-goddess Leucothea saves him. With artful and exciting depictions on the
actual page-edges and beautifully illustrated endpapers, this makes a wonderful collector’s item or gift.  24 x
30cm.  384 pages in Arcturus Epic Classics series.  New, full price by arrangement with the publisher.
ONLY £25

97668 SCENES FROM THE
BIBLE
illustrated by Gustave Doré
This large deluxe hardback edition with
stencilled page edges presents well known,
dramatic and beautiful scenes from the Bible,
illustrated by celebrated artist and illustrator,
Gustave Doré.  Gustave Doré was one of the
19th century’s most celebrated engravers and
his Bible illustrations are considered by many to
be his best work.  180 of Doré’s Bible
engravings are reproduced here together with
appropriate texts from the Old and New
Testaments and Apocrypha in the King James
Version of 1611, with a brief explanation of
each engraving’s main theme.  “The Creation
of Light” is a splendid study of massing clouds,
while “Adam and Eve Driven Out of Eden”

focuses on a sword-bearing angel in dramatic silhouette.  The New
Testament takes over with memorable depictions of the Baptism of Jesus,
the Sermon on the Mount, Salome receiving the head of John the Baptist on
a platter, the Judas Kiss and other scenes of the Passion.  “For this is my
blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of
sins.” The images have been carefully selected to afford the reader insights into the most famous or dramatic
incidents in the Bible.  Each image is accompanied by a short quote from the King James version of the holy book
together with a vivid narrative to provide a context for each scene.  This luxury dark blue cover edition is presented
with gold-embossing, stencilled images in blue on the page edges to see when the book is closed depicting Jesus in
full length, beautiful endpapers and magnificent full page detailed woodcut illustrations, breathing new life into these
incredible Biblical tales. For example Christ feeding the multitude, Lazarus at the rich man’s house, and the dramatic
The Erection of the Cross where the three Marys are watching. Short descriptions, Introduction, an art book with a
difference. 24 x 30cm, 384 pages in new, full price Arcturus Epic Classics series.
ONLY £24.99

97666 DECLINE AND
FALL OF THE ROMAN
EMPIRE
by Edward Gibbon
Edward Gibbon’s
masterpiece of historical
writing is presented here in
a stunning large-format gift
edition with printed page
edges and classic
illustrations by Giovanni
Battista Piranesi.  The
original publication was an
exhaustive, six-volume
account of a ‘revolution which shall ever be remembered and is still felt by the
nations of the earth’; published between 1776 and 1788, is the undisputed
masterpiece of English historical writing. 71 chapters, of which 21 appear in full in

this edition, with style, learning and wit, Gibbon takes the reader through the history of Europe from the 2nd
century to the fall of Constantinople in 1453 - an enthralling account by ‘the greatest of the historians of the
Enlightenment’.  He covers the Golden Age of the Antonines, the growth of the military, the new Imperial
system, the rise of Christianity, Constantinople and Constantine, the pagan counter-reformation, the state of
Italy, the Age of Justinian, theological influences, the coming of Islam the crusades and the end of the Roman
Empire.  This celebrated work of historical scholarship has been abridged to a more digestible length, complete
with scabrous and entertaining footnotes detailing the decadence that led to the fall of Rome.  Piranesi’s dramatic
neoclassical etchings in huge full page detail accompany the text, as well as the deep red and black extraordinary
printed page edges and full-colour endpapers, and there are maps. 24 x 30cm, 384 pages in new, full price
Arcturus Epic Classics series.
ONLY £24.99

Nature below

The Last Supper

Him the Almighty Power /
Hurled headlong flaming from
the etheral sky

97427 AUDUBON’S BIRDS OF
AMERICA
by John James Audubon
With gold blocking and rarely-seen
beautiful printed page edges, this dazzling,
heavyweight luxury large-format hardback
presents John James Audubon’s classic Birds of
America in a brand-new collector’s edition,
boldly presented in full-colour. Naturalist and
painter John James Audubon published his
magnificent work on the birds of North America
over 11 years between 1827 and 1838, in
Edinburgh and London. Today, it is considered
one of the best-known natural history books
ever produced and a benchmark of drawing
skills for natural painters.  This beautiful new
edition includes all 435 of Audubon’s hand-

coloured prints, created from engraved plates, arranged in their modern
taxonomic order as agreed by the International Ornithological Congress (IOC).
It begins with Ducks, geese and swans, gliding through nighthawks, cranes,
terns, loons, vultures, owls, kingfishers, falcons, parrots, jays, larks, swallows, wrens, gnatcatchers, dippers, pipits,
cardinals and icterids and more. The set of plates is accompanied by a full index of the birds, including the name given
by Audubon, their modern name and scientific name.  Imitation cloth illustrated binding and endpapers 384 glossy
pages with tiny silhouette images in top corners as well, 23.5 x 29cm. New, full price direct from the publisher.
ONLY £35

MORE OVER PAGE

97016 BIRDLAND: A
Journey Around Britain
on the Wing
by Jon Gower
Poet, broadcaster and bird
supremo, Jon Gower captures
the essence of a bird’s flight or
song almost as if you were out
there with him on the marshes
or clifftop. Starting with the
wren the author’s descriptions
often refer to music, and the
wren is a jazz saxophone.
Gower’s search for the rare
turtle dove takes him to a

private nature reserve in Kent. The Abernethy Forest is
home to the capercaillie, a huge woodland grouse
covered in thick, inky black, and now standing on the
verge of extinction for a second time. Sea level rise is
another threat, and the soil excavated from London’s
new underground Elizabeth Line was brought by ship to
Wallasea Island to shore up the defences and create new
habitats on the saltmarsh and mudflats. Another
conservation site, Ynis Enlli or Bardsey Island, is one of
Britain’s magical places, home to shearwaters and
woodcock. Oxford, Salisbury Plain, the Sussex Downs
and Gibraltar Point are some of the habitats the author
explores. 306pp, colour photos.
£22 NOW £7.50  REDUCED
96860 REDOUTE ROSES: The Complete Plates

1817-1824  by Pierre Joseph Redoute
You can almost smell the delicate scents and touch the

thorns on the stems of these beautiful blooms of
variegated and classic roses in all shades of red, pink,
white, yellow in buds or in full bloom. Each species is
named in English and French and its Latin full name
whether it is the Melody Rose, the China Rose, the

May Rose, the semi double musk rose or the Redoute
rose on page 63. With a remarkable skill that captured

the most intricate subjects in nature, Pierre-Joseph
Redouté is widely considered the best painter and
engraver of botanical illustration. He was also an

innovator in printing techniques, introducing “stipple-
engraving” to -�France, always striving for greater

exactitude in his art. Over the course of his career, he
produced more than 2,000 meticulously observed
paintings. Originally published in three volumes

between 1817 and 1824, it remains his most famous
and celebrated work. Exquisite new compact edition

new from Taschen. 192 pages, 14 x 19.5 cm.
ONLY £15

97500 POCKET CLOUD BOOK: How to
Understand the Skies by Richard Hamblyn in
association with the Met Office
Learn how to understand the skies with this
comprehensive pocket guide to cloudspotting.  Clouds
may have many individual shapes, but there are a few
basic forms. This definitive, updated edition includes the
12 new cloud types
only recently officially
recognised by the
World Meteorological
Organization. Many of
these previously only
had informal names,
but their new Latin
classification brings
them into the fold of
officially adopted global
meteorological terms.
It also includes an
updated section on
climate change and the
role that clouds might
play in shaping future
conditions on Earth.
Whether you are
looking at a giant
cumulonimbus or a tiny
shred of stratus factus, an everyday occurrence or a
fleeting rarity, your cloudspotting will be expertly
informed and enable you to not only identify individual
clouds and skies as they might appear at any given
moment, but also to track their likely changes over time,
and thus predict weather patterns.  Illustrated with
stunning images from around the globe.  147 x 112mm.
144 pages, stunning colour photography.
ONLY £9.99
97095 SEA FEVER: A Seaside Companion
by Meg Clothier and Chris Clothier
Sub-titled ‘From Buoys and Bowlines to Selkies and
Setting Sail’. Can you interpret the shipping forecast? Do
you know your flotsam from your jetsam? Or who
owns the foreshore? Can you tie a half-hitch or would
you rather splice the mainbrace? Mixing advice on
everything from seasickness to righting a capsized boat
with arcane marine lore, the mysteries of riptides,
weather and its myths, sea fever, sea shanties, saints
and sandcastles, the Gulf of Corryvreckan, sea level
rise,tidal islands, smuggler stories, selkie-spottings,
recipes. Charming illus, 306 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £3.50  REDUCED

97496 LITTLE WILD LIBRARY: NETTLE Simple Things to Do with the Plants Around You
by Clare Gogerty
Discover how to make the most of this tenacious plant, with recipes and
makes to try throughout the year. Learn how to identify and how to
safely forage for nettles.  Discover easy recipes that make use of fresh
and sweet nettle tips that appear in spring.  Through the book, learn all
about the nettle including how it got its name, and discover some of the
myths, legends, and folklore attached to this fantastic plant.  With
Botanical Information Get to Know Nettle - Common names: devil’s
plaything, hokey-pokey, jinny nettle, stinging nettle, burn-nettle, burn-
weed.  Why not try Nettle Pesto, Nettle Shampoo, Nettle Facial
Steam, Nettle Ink - make this in spring when the nettles are still young
and fresh and have more chlorophyll to deepen the colour, and Nettle
Fertiliser, one of the best ways to enrich your soil, and therefore your
plants, and can be found in the nettles at the bottom of your garden!  148 x 113mm.  Colour photos. 112 pages.
ONLY £8.99
97425 WHAT AN OWL KNOWS  by Jennifer Ackerman
The Aztecs considered owls a symbol of the underworld and now we know that they exist on every continent except
Antarctica. They have captivated and inspired us for millennia.  Through revelatory new behavioural research,
Jennifer Ackerman provides an intimate glimpse into these magnificent creatures’ lives.  From the evolutionary quirks
behind their silent flight and rotating heads, to their romantic relationships and parenting styles, weaving together
science and art, Ackerman journeys into the owl’s moonlit world and asks: what is it about these birds that so enthrals
us?  A Times and Economist Book of the Year 2023. ‘Fascinating... we often hear a barn owl hooting in a stand of
pine trees behind the house. It’s an eerie, mysterious sound that never fails to enchant. And it is this enchantment that
is at the core of this charming, deeply researched book.’ - Guardian. 333 pages, illustrated.
£16.99 NOW £7
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96814 BORN TO BE WILD
by Hannah Dale
Sub-titled ‘Celebrating New Life for Vulnerable
Wildlife’, this charming book explores the early
days of over 50 animal species, from tenacious polar
bears and humpback
whales, orangutan, lion,
white rhinoceros,
meerkat, Caribbean
flamingo, great crested
grebe, cuckoo catfish,
nine-banded armadillo to
giant pandas, lions,
meerkats, and ring-tailed
lemurs. Hannah Dale’s
beloved illustrations
capture cubs, chicks, and
calves - some with their
parents, some with their
group, and some
venturing out on their
own. Each right-hand page features a full-colour
artwork, with Latin names and brief species descriptions.
A companion to Flying the Nest 96819. 128pp, colour
illus, 13 x 16cm.
£9.99 NOW £5  BACK IN STOCK
96819 FLYING THE NEST
by Hannah Dale
A companion to Born to be Wild 96814, this
beautifully illustrated little volume covers
woodland, farmland, river and pond, coast and
sea, garden and meadow and domestic, here are

eccentric tail
feathers, 50 fluffy
and adorable baby
animals, the
irresistible peacock
chick with his
stubby little tail,
tawny owls, King
Charles spaniels,
rabbits, bluetits,
bottlenose dolphins,
grey seals, the grey
heron with their

comical-looking noisy chicks with an eccentric crest
perching on top of their heads, the faithful and stubborn
donkey, the large white pig, the mouse-like wren one of
our best-loved birds, and badgers who have their cubs in
the cold month of January. 128pp, 13 x 16cm.
£9.99 NOW £5  BACK IN STOCK

96871 HANNAH DALE: Set of Two
by Hannah Dale

Two very beautiful gift books. Set of two.
£19.98 NOW £8.50

97021 GHOST LAKE  by Wendy Pratt
A memoir of grief, nature and ancestry in rural
Yorkshire, a deeply personal, lyrical and stirring

meditation on local history and changing landscapes.
Paleolake Flixton is an extinct lake in North Yorkshire;
human occupation of the site dates back thousands of

years, but today all that remains is a watermark. Wendy
Pratt brings readers on a pilgrimage around its periphery,
to locations that have acted as journey markers in her

own life.  While traversing forests and fenland, she
reflects on being a working-class writer, an infertile

woman in a fertile world, and a bereaved mother in a
society focused on children. Brave and mesmerise

writing. 256 page paperback.
£10.99 NOW £5

97097 SLEEPING BEAUTIES: The Mystery of
Dormant Innovations In Nature and Culture
by Andreas Wagner
An accessible and information-packed primer on
evolutionary biology, taking the reader from the complex
details of DNA and proteins to some of humanity’s most
intriguing successes and failures. Looking at the book of
life, from apex predators to keystone crops, and
informed by his own cutting-edge experiments,
renowned scientist Andreas Wagner demonstrates that
innovations can come frequently and cheaply to nature,
well before they are needed. We have found prehistoric
bacteria that harbour the remarkable ability to fight off
21st-century antibiotics. Illus, 336 page paperback.
£11.99 NOW £3

97099 TWELVE SHEEP: Life Lessons from a
Lambing Season by John Connell

For John Connell, the lambing season on his County
Longford farm begins in the autumn. In the hard work of
livestock rearing, in the long nights in the shed helping

the sheep to lamb, he can reflect on what life truly
means. As spring returns and the sheep and their lambs

are released into the fields, skipping with joy, John
recalls the words of Henry David Thoreau, reminding us

to ‘live in each season as it passes.’  Full of quiet
wisdom and gorgeous descriptions of the wonder of

nature, the redemption it holds, and how the landscape
is charged with meaning. 177 pages.

£12.99 NOW £3.75
96542 DUCKS, GEESE AND SWANS FOLD-OUT
ID CHART
by Marianne Taylor and Stephen Message
RSPB ID Spotlight: Ducks, Geese & Swans is a handy
fold-out chart for wildlife enthusiasts, combining accurate
colour illustrations with clear, accessible text. Compare
species side by side - can you tell a Goosander from a
Red breasted Merganser, or a Pink footed Goose from a
Greylag? The chart also covers habitats, behaviour,
diets, life cycles, and conservation issues, making it easy
to learn about both resident and visiting birds across the
UK. Eight reversible pages in softback fold-out.
£4.50 NOW £2

96846
GARDEN EDEN:
Masterpieces
of Botanical
Illustration
by H. Walter Lack
Merging art and science,
this stunning catalogue of
botanical illustration
showcases exquisite works
from the National Library
of Vienna, spanning 6th
century manuscripts to
19th century
masterpieces. Featuring

peonies, callas, chrysanthemums, and more, the
reproductions celebrate both the skill of the artists and
the richness of the natural world, capturing the delicate
textures, colours, and forms of flora with remarkable
precision. This new edition includes many new images,
offering a visual feast for lovers of plants and art alike.
Text in English, French, and German. 512 pages, 15.6
x 21.7cm.
ONLY £20
95966 ZOOLOGIST’S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY
by Arik Kershenbaum
‘What Animals on Earth Reveal About Aliens - and
Ourselves’ is a wildly fun and scientifically sound
exploration of what alien life must be like, using
universal laws that govern life on Earth and in space.
Might there be an alien planet with supersonic animals?
A moon where creatures have a language composed of
smells?  And with Artificial Intelligence will we have a
universe full of bots?  Scientists are confident that life
exists elsewhere in the universe.  Using his own expert
understanding of life on Earth and Darwin’s theory of
evolution, Dr. Kershenbaum explains how these
creatures will move, socialise and communicate.  Tiny
remainder mark, 356 pages, some illus. Diagrams.
$28 NOW £4

96086 HIGH SEAS  by Olive Heffernan
The book is sub-titled ‘Ambition, Power and Greed

on the Unclaimed Ocean’.  Owned by all nations
and no nation simultaneously, these waters are home to
some of the richest and most biodiverse environments
on the planet, but also industry and economic progress

rule, and lax enforcement and apathy are the status quo.
A battle rages to control, profit from, protect, or

obliterate the world’s largest, wildest commons.  Olive
Heffernan sets sail on a journey to uncover the truth

behind deeply exploitative fishing practices, investigate
the potentially devastating impact of deep-sea mining,

and hold to task the Silicon-valley interventionists whose
solutions to climate change are often wildly optimistic,
radically irresponsible, or both.  The result is a forceful

manifesto which alternates science with historical
nuggets. 344 pages.

£22 NOW £3.75  SAVE £18.25!
96466 WILD GREEN WONDERS: A Life in
Nature  by Patrick Barkham
From peregrine falcons nesting by the Thames to a
conversation with Sir David Attenborough, from protests
against the HS2 railway to an encounter with Britain’s
last lion tamer, Patrick Barkham draws on 20 years’
worth of writing for the Guardian and forms a joyful,
fascinating and enlightening chronicle of nature today.
He paints a portrait of contemporary wildlife, bearing
witness to the many changes imposed upon the planet
and the challenges that lie ahead for the natural world.
420 page paperback.
£10.99 NOW £3.50

96101 LION  by Mark Adlington
Emerging from three years of painting and

drawing in Africa, this book brings the lion into
your living room with 100 studies capturing

them resting, running, playing, hunting, and gazing out
with inscrutable intensity. In Etosha National Park, a
sandstorm blots out a pride and their prey, while in
Kenya a lioness faces down a herd of Cape buffalo.
The artwork ranges from detailed studies to quick

sketches that capture fleeting moments: a cub resting
against its mother, or the loose-limbed walk of a lion

ready to spring. Rich reds bring the animals to life
against blues and greens of their habitats, making this a

gorgeous, immersive collection of around 100 colour
artworks. 176 pages, 22.5 x 27.5cm.

£30 NOW £5  SAVE £25!
96810 100 NATURE WALKS: Discover
Britain’s Wild Side
by The National Trust
100 easy-to-moderate walks
across the UK, organised by
region. Highlights include a puffin
trail in Scotland, the Giant’s
Causeway in Northern Ireland,
Formby in the northwest, the
Sugar Loaf circuit and Capability
Brown’s Dinefwr in Wales,
bluebell woods and ancient trees
in the Midlands, Blakeney
coastal walks in East Anglia,
parkland and woodland trails on
the Isle of Wight, Betjeman’s
Kipling countryside walk in the
southeast, and the Lizard Rarity
and Stourhead trails in the
southwest.  Each walk comes
with maps, clear directions,
distance and time guidance,
nearby cafés, seasonal
highlights, and colour photos.
264pp, softback, 15 x 21cm.
£12.99 NOW £3
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97645
BLUESTOCKINGS: A
History of the First
Women’s Movement
by Susannah Gibson
In elegant prose, here is an
illuminating group portrait of
the 18th century women
who dared to imagine an
active life for themselves.
England in the 1700s was a
time when a woman who
was an intellectual if she
spoke out or wrote
professionally was
considered unnatural.  After

all, a clever woman, if there were such a thing, would
never make a good wife. But a circle of women called
the Bluestockings did something extraordinary.  They
came together in glittering salons to discuss and debate
as intellectual equals with men, they fought for women to be educated and to have a public role in society.
Elizabeth Montagu established one of the most famous salons and, from her elegant drawing room, a circle of
women and men discussed theatre, philosophy and the classics, competing to outdo each other in wit and brilliance,
with everyone from royalty to revolutionaries clamouring for an invitation to attend.  Her younger sister Sarah
Scott imagined a female-run society and created a women’s commune.  Meanwhile Hester Thrale took on her
bullying husband’s brewery from bankruptcy while nursing 12 children, and after being widowed, married a man
she loved - Italian, Catholic, and not of her social class.  She also took key writers under her wing - Dr Johnson
moved into her house for several years.  Catherine Macauley was the author of an eight-volume History of
England, and Frances Burney author of the audacious novel Evelina.  Everyone in 18th century England knew the
story of Clarissa Harlowe - she was the heroine of a novel which first appeared in 1748, penned by the famous
writer and printer Samuel Richardson.  Clarissa was his idea of a virtuous and perfect woman, but many readers,
then and now, were struck by the kidnappings, imprisonments, sexual assaults, insanity, duels and death in the
novel.  To female readers it was clear that Clarissa’s refusal to marry Mr Solmes was the most significant plot
point in the novel.  And former milkmaid Ann Yearsley fought back when her snobbish patron refused to hand over
her earnings from her poetry.  And we even learn how Elizabeth Montagu took on Voltaire and won! Brilliant and
quietly unconventional, read about the unsung pioneers of early British feminism in this blend of history and
delicious anecdote.  Eight pages of photos. 338pages. Remainder mark.
£25 NOW £9  SAVE £16!

97437 CULTURAL
TREASURES OF THE
WORLD
by Dorling Kindersley
Sub-titled From the Relics of Ancient
Empires to Modern-Day Icons.
Statuettes from Sumerian culture
discovered in the 1920s, much-copied
Cycladic radically pure ancient figure
sculptures, take a guided tour through
history and discover the most precious,
iconic, and celebrated objects ever
created.  Revered, admired, and
protected, every country and culture
has certain artefacts that are prized
above all others. This big illustrated

production brings together more than 200 of these objects, exploring the
fascinating and unique stories behind each of them, collectors like
Leonard Woolly to gold leaf decoration.  Topics include the British
Crown Jewels, The Great Wave by Hokusai complete with an
explanation of Japanese woodblock printing, and visual puns, folded
books, illuminated and rare manuscripts, Islamic metalwork, Cordoba’s
Mosque, Sutton Hoo helmet, Mosaics of San Vitale, Mamluk Enamelled Glass Bottle, Ife Head, The Kiss by Gustav
Klimt, Pelagos, Man Pointing, Ram in the Thicket, Cycladic Figure, Kang Hou Gui, The Terracotta Army, Fayum
Mummy.  From the Bust of Nefertiti to the Benin Bronzes, and the Altamira cave paintings to Van Gogh’s Sunflowers,
and organised by date, discover how and why they were created, unravel the hidden meanings and symbolism they
contain, and learn about the cultural legacy they have left behind.  An immersive “visual tour” approach, combining
stunning photography with accessible text and annotation, there are feature boxes on cultural influences, symbolism
and technique offer additional context.  This huge compendium covers a wide range of regions, periods, and media,
including sculpture, painting, jewellery, tapestry, rock art, documents, sacred objects and more. Very large and clear
layout with amazing colour photographs and fact boxes and diagrams.  24 x 28.8cm. 360 heavy quality pages.
£30 NOW £22

97226 HARTMANN
SCHEDEL CHRONICLE OF
THE WORLD 1493 The
Complete Nuremberg
Chronicle  edited and annotated by
Stephan Füssel
A complete facsimile of a rare hand-
coloured masterpiece of the 15th century,
Hartmann Schedel’s Weltchronik, or
Chronicle of the World (better known
today as the Nuremberg Chronicle, after
the German city in which it was created).
It was a groundbreaking encyclopaedic
work and at the time the most lavishly
illustrated book ever printed in Europe, and
it is possible that Durer was a contributor.

Both a historical reference work and a contemporary inventory of urban
culture at the end of the 15th century, the Chronicle was to have a
remarkable influence on the cultural, ecclesiastical and intellectual history
of the Middle Ages.  It was particularly notable for its more than 1,800
woodcut illustrations depicting events from the Bible, human
monstrosities, portraits of kings, queens, saints and martyrs, and
allegorical pictures of miracles, as well as views of a great number of
“modern” cities, many of which had never been documented before.
The Seven Ages of the world include the Creation story to the Deluge,
Abraham, the Kingdom of David, the Babylonian Captivity, the Birth of
Christ and a brief Seventh Age reporting the coming of the Antichrist at the end of the world and the Last Judgement.
Today, copies of the Chronicle sell for up to 200,000 Euros; Taschen procured a rare hand-coloured copy, true to the
original in every respect, and created a complete facsimile of utmost quality with all text wrapped around gloriously
detailed illuminated images of castles, cities, people, landscapes and more, and maps on endpapers.  For readers who
don’t read Old German, this edition includes summaries of the main stories, making it easy to navigate and fully
appreciate this remarkable historical work.  Heavy, compact quality 740 pages, 17 x 24 cm.  New from Taschen.
ONLY £35
97086 KINGMAKERS: The Invention of the Modern Middle East
by Karl E. Meyer and Shareen Blair Brysac
An international cast of ham-handed spies, visionaries, con men, do gooders, villains, dotty eccentrics and avaricious
imperialists who created the modern Middle East. Some are famous (Lawrence of Arabia and Gertrude Bell); others
infamous (Harry St. John Philby, father of Kim); some forgotten (Sir Mark Sykes, Israel’s godfather, and A. T. Wilson,
the territorial creator of Iraq); some controversial (the CIA’s Miles Copeland and the Pentagon’s Paul Wolfowitz). All
helped enthrone rulers in a region whose very name is an Anglo-American invention and they include Lord Cromer,
Sir Mark Sykes, Glubb Pasha, General Ironside, Kermit Roosevely, and Miles Copeland, the apprentice sorcerer. As a
bonus, we meet the British Empire’s power couple, Lord Frederick Lugard and Lady Lugard (Dame Flora Shaw): she
named Nigeria, he ruled it.  Well  illustrated, 512 roughcut pages.
£19.99 NOW £8.50

A satirical print showing women brawling at a
Bluestocking salon.  Circulated in 1815.
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97409 THE ROAD: A
Story of Romans and
Ways to the Past
by Christopher Hadley
A Times Book of the Year,
another delightfully
absorbing and unexpected
history book through the
thicket of the English
imagination.  Almost
everyone in Britain lives
close to a Roman road, if
only we knew where to
look.  In the beginning was
Watling Street, the first road
scored on the land when the
invading Romans arrived on

a cold and alien Kentish shore in 43CE. As the legions
pushed onwards across what is now England, into Wales
and north into Scotland in search of booty, mineral
wealth, land and tribute, they left behind a vast road
network, linking marching camps and forts, changing the
landscape, etching the story of the Roman advance into
the face of the land, channelling our lives today.
Christopher Hadley takes us on a lyrical journey into this
past, retracing and searching for an elusive Roman road
that sprang from one of the busiest road hubs in Roman
Britain. Gathering traces of archaeology, history and
landscape from poems, church walls, hag stones and
cropmarks, oxlips, killing places, hauntings and
immortals, and things buried too deep for archaeology,
the book is a mesmerising journey into 2000 years of
history only now giving up its secrets.  Maps and illus,
353 pages.
£20 NOW £9  BACK IN STOCK
96765 MEET THE GEORGIANS by Robert Peal
Sub-titled ‘Epic Tales from Britain’s Wildest Century’, this
book brings the Georgian era vividly to life through 12
extraordinary figures. From Caribbean pirate queens
Anne Bonny and Mary Read, John Wilkes, the badly
behaved icon of British liberty to fossil-hunter Mary
Anning, freedom fighter Tipu Sultan, and scandalous
poet Lord Byron, each left their mark on a period defined
by risk, rebellion, and adventure. Other captivating lives
include Mary Wollstonecraft, the feminist pioneer; the
lovers of Llangollen; Lady Hamilton, rising and falling
with the celebrity of the age; Bonnie Prince Charlie, the
would-be king; and Olaudah Equiano, the former slave
whose story shocked the world. 268 pages, line art.
£18.99 NOW £6

97303 HISTORY
GOSSIP: A Slice of Ye
Olde Scandal
For Every Day of the
Year
by Katie Kennedy
TikTok sensation Katie
Kennedy, aka
@TheHistoryGossip, serves
up a delicious blend of
fascinating, witty, sexy, rude
wordy and salacious history
for every day of the year.
Katie’s unique brand of
humour takes readers on a

romp through the history books and answers burning
questions such as ‘Was Anne of Cleves a minger?’, ‘Did
Mary Shelley lose her V-card on her mother’s grave?’
and ‘Did George IV eat himself to death?’ and more.
What better way to start your day than find out what
other people have done before?  The book reveals the
funny, strange and utterly juicy tidbits throughout world
history, each with a modern twist of pop culture
references and contemporary slang. Line illus. 216 pages.
£14.99 NOW £7

97051 HOUSE
HISTORIES FOR
BEGINNERS
by Colin and O-Lan Style
Fully revised and updated,
this authoritative Phillimore
guide draws on 18 years of
research to help you uncover
the story of a house or
building. Rich in archive
material and facsimile
documents, it shows exactly
what to look for - from wills,
deeds, and probate

inventories to parish records, maps, and early borough
archives.  The authors take you step by step through
the process, how to deduce the age of a property, the
use of maps, Listed buildings, what to do if Tithe
Survey particulars are missing, the Valuation Office
Survey, background history for the locality, parish
records and registers, the Land Registry Office, former
church properties, and also inns, mills, and farms are
discussed. In one example, research demonstrated that
a farm was likely to have been a Domesday manor. A
large-format softback with 59 illustrations across 219
pages.
£20 NOW £7
95903 CORN MILLING: Shire Library
by Martin Watts
Discover the story of corn milling, from historic mill
buildings and machinery to the production of millstones
and the storage and transport of grain and flour. Explore
the lives of millers past and present, and learn about
modern efforts to preserve working mills. Includes an
extensive list of mills still open to visitors, illustrated with
line drawings, archive images, and full-colour
photographs.  64-page glossy paperback.
£5.99 NOW £2

97122 SECRET
HISTORY OF THE
ROYAL COURT OF
ENGLAND
by Olivia Serres, edited
by Stephen Basdeo
A reprint of a sensational
1832 publication, The Secret
History of the Court of
England, attributed to Olivia
Serres writing under the
pseudonym ‘Lady Anne
Hamilton.’ Subtitled The
Scandalous Chronicle of the
Georgian Monarchy, it

presents a highly critical and provocative portrayal of
the British royal court during the Georgian era.  Framed
as an exposé of vice, corruption, and crime at the heart
of a ‘polite and commercial’ society, the text makes a
series of controversial claims about prominent figures
such as George IV and the Prince’s associations, as
well as disputed historical incidents like the death of Mr
Sellis. Written with the intent to shock and engage
readers of its time, it blends political critique with
scandalous narrative.  This modern edition reproduces
the original two-volume 1832 text, retaining its original
spelling, syntax, and punctuation, and includes period
woodcut illustrations. 338 large pages.
£25 NOW £10  SAVE £15!
97410 SILK: A History In Three
Metamorphoses  by Aarathi Prasad
From the moths of China, Indonesia and India to the
spiders of South America and Madagascar, to the silk-
producing molluscs of the Mediterranean, here is an
intoxicating mix of biography, intellectual history and
science writing that brings to life the human obsession
with silk. There is not just one story of silk. In silk
there is science, history, mythology - and a glimpse of
the future.  Aarathi Prasad’s richly woven narrative
explores silk as one of nature’s most extraordinary
materials: beautiful, luminous and astonishingly strong,
yet still only partly understood by science. From
ancient mulberry-fed silkworms to modern laboratories,
she traces how this remarkable fibre has shaped
cultures, economies and innovation for millennia.
Travelling across centuries and continents, the book
follows explorers, scientists, entrepreneurs and
craftspeople who sought to unlock silk’s secrets. Along
the way, it reveals how silk has inspired everything
from early bulletproof vests to cutting-edge medical
and technological advances, and how it may yet offer
sustainable solutions for the future.  359-page
paperback, 16 pages of glorious colour photographs,
other examples, botanical drawings and line art.
£22 NOW £8

97033 NEVER ENDING
EMPIRE: The Infinite
Impact of Ancient Rome
by Aldo Cazzullo
This fast-paced history aims
to convince us that the
Roman empire never
disappeared and is alive and
well today. The Roman
Republic was a slave-owning
society and in 73 BC the
rebellion of Spartacus lasted
two years with 60,000 dead
before the final defeat. The
Catiline conspiracy foiled by

the Roman orator Cicero showed that Rome was
constantly under attack from within, and when Julius
Caesar rose to power, facilitated by his conquest of
Britain, his military triumphs were finally cut short by
the treason of his colleagues including Brutus. Caesar’s
ally Mark Antony spent time with his friend’s old lover
Cleopatra before himself being defeated by Caesar’s
nephew Octavian, the famed Augustus. The Roman
imperial period seemed to be doomed when Diocletian
divided it into two under four rulers, and the emperor
Constantine took advantage of the chaos to seize
power, proclaiming tolerance for Christianity in the
process. But the empire never really died as Ivan the
Terrible, Napoleon, Mussolini and other world leaders,
good and bad, consciously adopted the mantle of
Caesar. 309pp.
£25 NOW £9.50  SAVE £15.50!

97114 CLAN FABIUS,
DEFENDERS OF ROME
by Jeremiah McCall
The history of the Fabii
Maximi is, in many respects,
inseparable from the history
of the Roman Republic itself.
Chapters cover the fledgling
Republic, Maximus, Rullianus
and the Samnite wars, the
battle of Sentinum, Fabius
Maximus Cunctator and the
war against Hannibal, the
Fabian strategy in the end of
the war, Spanish wars, Gallic

wars, civil wars and the end of the line. Generation
after generation of Fabii held the highest offices of the
state, amassing a legacy of military triumphs, political
authority, and civic distinction that no other Roman
lineage could easily rival. Each chapter examines not
only the lives and careers of individual Fabii, but also
the wider military, political, and social forces that
shaped their actions. 201 pages, Family Trees, maps
and illus.
£19.99 NOW £6.50

97040 TO THE CITY: Along the Ancient Walls of Istanbul  by Alexander Christie-Miller
With four maps in the opening pages, the book is about the old Byzantine land walls of Istanbul, and its people,
history. This is a handsome tribute to a city that always transfixes.  It seamlessly blends two narratives: the story
of Turkey’s tumultuous recent past told through the lives of those who live around the walls, and the story of
Ottoman Sultan Mehmet II’s siege and capture of the city in 1453.  Add to that it offers a broad insight into
Turkey’s social and political make up and is sensitive to the poetry of his surroundings, captured in moments of
lyrical precision. 396 page paperback, colour photos.
£12.99 NOW £4.75

96787 INVENTION OF POWER by Bruce Bueno De Mesquita
A fresh and compelling perspective on European culture, religion, and world history. ‘Popes, Kings, and the Birth

of the West.’  Why did Western Europe become wealthier, freer, and more prosperous than other parts of the
world? Bruce Bueno de Mesquita argues that a pivotal 12th century event - the Concordat of Worms of 1122 -

set Europe on its extraordinary path. The territories covered by the Concordats were roughly the lands we now
know as France, England, Switzerland, Austria, Belgium, and Germany.  In the short period between 1122 and
1207, three separate treaties were signed between the Papacy on the one side, and France, England, and the

Holy Roman Empire on the other. By balancing power and money between the Papacy and the kings of France,
England, and the Holy Roman Empire, these treaties incentivized economic growth, encouraged secularization,

and strengthened citizen welfare. 402 pages, graphs.
£25 NOW £7  SAVE £18!

97412 STRANGE BUSINESS  by James Hamilton
Plenty of well-I-never moments in this reconfigured story of 19th century British art. Hamilton investigates the
vibrant exchange between culture and business in 19th century Britain, how art was made and paid for, the turns of
fashion, and the new demands of a growing middle-class, prominent among whom were the artists themselves.
While leading figures such as Turner, Constable, Landseer, Coleridge, Wordsworth, and Dickens are players here, so
too are the patrons, financiers, collectors and industrialists; publishers, entrepreneurs, and journalists; artists’
suppliers, engravers, dealers, colourists and curators; hostesses, shopkeepers and brothel keepers; quacks,
charlatans, and auctioneers.  Hamilton brings them all vividly to life in this kaleidoscopic portrait.Includes a beautiful
Pugin engraving at the beginning plus 16 pages of colour plates. 384 pages.
£18.99 NOW £7.50

97676 EYOTS
AND AITS: Islands
of the River
Thames
by Miranda
Vickers
The shore of the
Thames estuary is one
of the least known
and least explored
coastal areas in
Britain.  Despite the
unsightly urban sprawl
from Basildon to
Southend, there are
still large stretches of
undeveloped
marshland on the
South Essex coast.
Early maps of this
area show several
islands that were
originally part of the
mainland, formed from
the silt in the river
entering the estuary
on the tides of the

North Sea from the coast of East Anglia.  It provides a
home to grass snakes, lizards, butterflies, crickets and
grasshoppers, wading birds, and avocet chicks on Two
Tree Island close to the infamous Canvey Island.  For
10,000 years the River Thames meandered from source
to sea periodically throwing up mudbanks or carving
parallel channels on the bends and creating islands along
much of its length.  There are around 180 islands
altogether, some accessible by footbridge, some by road

and others
like
Pharaoh’s
Island and
Garrick’s
Ait only
by boat.
30 are
inhabited
by small
settlements,
single
houses or
houseboats
and all

highly sought-after locations today.  Some have
connections to major historical events or famous
personalities: Oliver’s Eyot was a refuge for Oliver
Cromwell during the English Civil War, whilst Lot’s Ait
was the unlikely setting for Humphrey Bogart’s 1951
film The African Queen, and the legendry Eel Pie Island
played a key role in the development of British popular
music.  There are rare pictures like men cutting osiers on
Chiswick Eyot in 1927 having waited until the high tide
to float their load to the bank.  We pass the Isle of Dogs,
Richmond, Hampton Court, Bray and Windsor, Cookham
and Henley-on-Thames, Reading, Abingdon, Lechlade to
the source of the Thames, through hundreds of colour
and archive images, as we travel through the estuary
and London islands. With an informative text to take us
along this gentle cruise downstream among spring
flowers of white damsons, fine copper beech trees,
weeping willows, churches and history and lore.  144
large pages in softback, 25.4 x 22.9cm.
£25 NOW £8.50  SAVE £16.50!

GREAT BRITAIN & THE
ENVIRONMENT
A thin grey fog hung over the city, and the
streets were very cold; for summer was in

England.
- Rudyard Kipling, The Light That Failed

“The reigning
champion of Road

Atlases.”
- The Sunday Times

97630 PHILIP’S
NAVIGATOR
BRITAIN EASY-USE
FORMAT ROAD
ATLAS  by Philip’s
A map to beat all others
at a super large clear

scale of 1.75 miles to one inch covering also the
North and West Scotland at smaller scales and
presented in a huge softback on a very sturdy spiral
binding, 432 big quality heavyweight pages, and all
in colour.  The scale, accuracy and clarity are
without parallel,  with unrivalled town and country
detail, covering even the smallest roads and
hamlets, 100 town and city plans, plus urban area
maps, perfect for long distance navigation.  On the
inside back cover there are county and unitary
authority boundaries, and a note on Ordnance
Survey National Grid and using GPS with Navigator
mapping.  With excellent index, key to map symbols,
motorway service areas, restricted motorway
junctions, route planning maps, distances and
journey times and urban approach maps as well.  26
x 30.8cm, spiral bound softback.
£19.99 NOW £8

97715 LOST
CORNWALL
by Joanna Thomas
Cornwall’s spectacular
shoreline, with its brutal
cliffs, desolate moors and
pre-historic coastal
settlements, has long held a
source of fascination for
those who cross the
Duchy’s boundary line.
Chapters cover Methodism,
and pioneer preachers, rural
life and domestic
arrangements, mining and
the Tinner’s home, mineral
tramways and declining

years, fishing, rail transportation, the Newlyn School,
Elizabeth Forbes, rail links, sea trading, mail coaches,
electric tramcars, pilot gigs, quarrying, smelting, cobblers,
shops, free traders and smuggler’s tales.  Yet despite the
endurance of seascapes and ancient landscapes, which
remain hidden from mainstream tourist routes, there are,
throughout Cornwall, stories of change.  Patterns of life
have adapted to a shifting world, and whole
communities have been affected as traditions are
gradually subsumed in the struggle for ‘progress’.
Remnants of recent history are still evident in Cornwall’s
architecture, its redundant transport systems and its
cultural relics.  This book is an exploration of some of the
region’s hidden facets and lesser known places which are
testament to a way of life experienced just a couple of
generations ago.  Large paperback, archive images, 194
pages.
£14.99 NOW £6 MORE OVER PAGE

The picturesque inner
channel at The Island, Hythe
End.

History
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97642 WHY IS DOWNING STREET PAINTED BLACK? And 364 Other Fun
London Facts  by Jonnie Fielding
Compiled by a London tour guide with 15 years’ experience, this fascinating book will
open your eyes however well you know the capital. For example, London is home to
about 300 languages, all of them spoken in Hackney, and after English, the next most
spoken languages are Polish and Turkish. London’s oldest bridge is the 12th century
Clatter Bridge in Kingston upon Thames, and the oldest public toilet, built by the
legendary Thomas Crapper, is at Old Street next to the Wesleyan chapel where Margaret
Thatcher got married. Blackfriars Bridge is home to Blackfriars Station, which makes it the
only station in London to have exits and entrances on either side of the river’s banks. The
shortest escalator on the Underground is at Stratford in East London, only 13 feet long,
while the deepest platforms are at Hampstead, down to a depth the equivalent of a 15-
storey building. There are stairs, but a sign recommends that you use the lift. In answer
to the title question, the houses on Downing Street are maintained in a dark shade to
blend in with the capital’s pollution, and the famous door of number 10 itself has no
visible lock. The door is always swung open from inside as the visitor approaches (or
perhaps not, depending who it is). In the late 19th century, there were 375 music halls in
Greater London but now there are only two, one of them being Hoxton Hall, whose

chequered career included closure for rowdy behaviour in 1871, and being replaced by the Girls’ Guild for Good Life. If
you thought Scotch Eggs were a northern delicacy, think again. They were invented by Fortnum and Mason on
Piccadilly in 1738, and the name comes from mincing meat, also known as scorching, so they have nothing to do with
Scotland. A fascinating fact for every day of the year. 384pp, line drawings.
£14.99 NOW £4.99

Great Britain

96739 PALACES OF POWER
by Stephen Hoare
Subtitled ‘The Birth and Evolution of London’s
Clubland’. St James’s - dating from the late 17th
century after the Restoration - became home to clubs,
coffee houses, and institutions shaped by enterprise,
politics, and Britain’s rise as an imperial power.  Over
300 years, Clubland has spread across Piccadilly,
Mayfair, Bond Street, Covent Garden, and Westminster.
Ever discreet, the clubs’ influential members - leaders in
politics, law, and media - have shaped London society
while maintaining an aura of exclusivity.  Chapters
explore Royal St James’s, Learned Societies, Whig and
Dandy Clubs, Wellington’s War Heroes, gambling halls,
gender identity, military clubs, and even   harlots,
multimillionaires, and teas at the Ritz. 16 pages of colour
and black-and-white plates. 264 page large softback.
£17.99 NOW £3.75  REDUCED

97053 LONDON CEMETERIES: An Illustrated Guide and Gazetteer
by Hugh Meller and Brian Parsons
This sixth edition of the classic guide explores 154 cemeteries across Greater London -
more than 50 additional sites compared with the original edition - and offers a richly
detailed record of the city’s burial landscapes.  Each entry includes notable individuals
buried or commemorated there, together forming an index of over 2,000 names,
alongside a separate listing of artists, architects and sculptors. The book also traces the
history of London’s cemeteries, from the overcrowded churchyards of the 1830s to the
rise of the garden cemetery movement, beginning with Kensal Green in 1832.  It
explores changing burial practices, the growth of cremation, and the challenges of neglect
and vandalism, as well as the rise of “cemetery tourism.” Along the way, it highlights
striking monuments, symbolic grave art, and remarkable sites such as Highgate and
Abney Park.  The iconic Highgate Cemetery is adorned by some extraordinary
architecture, for instance the monumental Egyptian Avenue and the low-level
catacombs, though the authors consider that the standard of monuments is disappointing
and easily outclassed by those at Kensal Green, where Mary Gibson’s Corinthian

Temple with its Baroque angels is a well-known focus of interest. A compelling blend of social history, architecture
and cultural memory. 450 pages, paperback, over 250 archive photos.
£25 NOW £9.50  SAVE £15.50!
97038 SUNDAY BEST: Travels Through the Day of Rest  by Daniel Gray
An affectionate, witty celebration of the seventh day in all its wonderfully lazy, slightly chaotic glory, Sunday Best
explores the rhythms, rituals and quirks of Britain’s “People’s Day.” From roast dinners that demand a nap to crisp
packets at the pub, from bulky newspapers slowly disintegrating in your hands to the unmistakable hum of
lawnmowers and kettle refills, Daniel Gray captures everything that makes Sundays feel both comforting and
slightly strange. It’s a day of gentle routines, last bursts of freedom, and the creeping realisation that Monday is
lurking nearby. Travelling from the Hebrides to Hyde Park - and via Sunderland, Scarborough and the Peak
District - the book mixes memory, observation and humour with a lively history of how Sundays have been
regulated, relaxed and reinvented over the centuries.  Charming, nostalgic and quietly funny, this is a love letter to
Britain’s most idiosyncratic day of rest. 212 pages.
£12.99 NOW £6

97061 SCANDAL AT DOLPHIN SQUARE
by Simon Danczuk and Daniel Smith
Built in the 1930s as one of London’s most glamorous and modern residential
developments, Dolphin Square in Pimlico quickly became home to an extraordinary cast of
politicians, aristocrats, entertainers, spies and royalty.  With its shopping arcade,
restaurant, swimming pool and squash courts, it offered a new vision of luxury urban
living. Behind its elegant façade, however, unfolded decades of intrigue and scandal.
Residents included Oswald Mosley and Diana Mitford, anti-Nazi heroines Louise and Ida
Cook, stars of stage and screen, clandestine lovers, diplomats and intelligence operatives.
In the post-war years the country’s favourite entertainers, the Crazy Gang, favoured
Dolphin Square, including Bud Flanagan who recorded the Dad’s Army theme tune “Who
do you think you are kidding, Mr Hitler”. From wartime arrests and secret romances to
royal escapades and political gossip, the story of Dolphin Square mirrors the social and
political history of modern Britain and has been home to prominent MPs such as Andy
Burnham. Rich with colourful characters and surprising episodes. 288 pages, illustrated.
£20 NOW £10  BACK IN STOCK

Midnight, Tom and Jerry at a coffee shop near the
Olympic - from Life in London by Pierce Egan,
illustrations by George & Robert Cruikshank

96476 DURY & ANDREWS’ MAP OF HERTFORDSHIRE: Book & DVD
by Andrew Macnair et al
Subtitled ‘Society and Landscape in the Eighteenth Century,’ this book examines the 1766 map of Hertfordshire by
London map-makers Andrew Dury and John Andrews. For over two centuries, counties were the basic units for
mapping in Britain, and this map stood out for its unprecedented quality and detail, allowing residents to visualise
their parish, local topography, and even individual houses within the wider landscape. The first section explores the
map’s historical context and its place in British cartography, including the creation of a digital version accessible
online. The second part shows how this electronic map can be analysed to shed light on Hertfordshire’s landscape
and society in the 18th century and earlier periods.  The attached DVD features over a dozen derived maps
illustrating the book’s topics, valuable for students of landscape history, historical geography, and local history. 240-
page paperback, 84 illus. (many in colour), 18 × 24cm.
£35 NOW £7  SAVE £28!
96732 ALAN TURING’S MANCHESTER
by Jonathan Swinton
In 1948, Alan Turing arrived in Manchester at age 36, brought from the National Physical Laboratory by his lifelong
mentor Max Newman. Frustrated by bureaucracy and the NPL’s inability to build his computer design, Turing found
Manchester energetic, unconventional, and delightfully messy - just like him.  This book sets the scene of a city
recovering from WWII, where the Royal Society Computing Machine Laboratory harnessed Bletchley Park know-
how to create the Electronic Brain. Yet even as computers became commonplace, Turing’s final project -
deciphering how plants develop mathematical patterns - remained unfinished. The beautiful illustrations he drew for
it are decoded here for the first time by Jonathan Swinton.  Alongside his work, the book explores the academics,
literary-minded housewives, chemists, botanists, surgeons, and engineers, as well as glimpses of MI5, GCHQ, and
the society that prosecuted him for a sexual act that is no crime today. Turing’s tragic death, 27 months after his
conviction, marked the end of a brilliant but constrained life. 204 pages, very large paperback, colour and mono
photos.
£20 NOW £8

96490 LONDON MAP OF DAYS
by Mychael Barratt

London Map of Days, by Canadian-born, London-based
artist Mychael Barratt, is a lively miscellany of facts
and fictions about the capital. Based on an original

eight-plate etching shown at the 2015 Royal Academy
Summer Exhibition, the book features 366 date-specific

entries highlighting events and people throughout
London’s history.  Highlights include the first bowler hat
created on 17 December 1849, Pink Floyd’s inflatable
pig escaping Battersea Power Station on 3 December
1976, and the unveiling of Edwin Lutyens’ Cenotaph
on Armistice Day 11 November 1920. By tweeting

each entry daily from January 2015, Barratt gained an
international following for his playful take on The Big

Smoke’s fascinating past.  Paperback, 408 pages.
£20 NOW £4  SAVE £16!

!!!!!

96035 LONDON LIFE: The Magazine of
the Swinging Sixties
edited by Simon Wells
London Life hit the newsstands in 1965 and
quickly became the essence of sixties cool, running for 15
glorious months before closing amid walk-outs and
recriminations. Founded by Mark Boxer and David
Puttnam, it featured contributions from Mary Quant,
cartoons by Boxer and Gerald Scarfe, and articles on
legends such as Vidal Sassoon, Paul McCartney, Diana
Rigg, and Sophia Loren.  Photo features capture iconic
couples like Dudley Moore and Suzy Kendall, Michael
Caine and Elizabeth Ercy, and Brian Jones with Anita
Pallenberg, alongside interviews with Honor Blackman,
Margot Fonteyn, and David Hockney at Joe Tilson’s
exhibition.  180 pages of facsimiles in black-and-white
and colour, including a fold-out map. 25 × 32.5cm.
£25 NOW £11  SAVE £14!

97651 LOOKING FOR
THE HIDDEN FOLK
by Nancy Marie Brown
Icelanders believe in elves
and this book is sub-titled
‘How Iceland’s Elves Can
Save The Earth’.  In
exploring how Icelanders
interact with nature, and
their idea that elves live
among us, the author shows
how altering our perceptions
of the environment can be a
crucial first step toward
saving it.  Looking for
answers in history, science,
religion and art from ancient
times to today, Brown
finds that each discipline
defines what is real and
unreal, natural and
supernatural, demonstrated
and theoretical, alive and
inert.  Illuminated by her
own encounters with
Iceland’s Otherworld, in
ancient lava fields, on a
holy mountain, beside a
glacier or an erupting
volcano, crossing the cold
desert at the island’s heart
on horseback, the book
offers an intimate
conversation with how we

look at and find value in nature.  Scientists name our
time the Anthropocene: the Human Age.  Climate
change will lead to the mass extinction of numerous
animal species unless we humans change our course.
Iceland suggests a different way of thinking about the
Earth which offers hope. Maybe we should not laugh
but believe in elves too.  Are rocks and hills their
mansions?  Nancy Marie Brown breathes life from the
memories of these places through the vocabulary of
quantum physics and folklore.  She is a scholar and a
pilgrim.  274pp, colour photos and other illustrations.
£22 NOW £7

97683 MEDIEVAL FOLK
TALES FOR CHILDREN
by Dave Tonge
Children of all ages love
stories and these medieval
folk tales are collected from
ancient India and Persia (like
The Seven Wise Masters)
and grouped by the themes
of Envy, Gluttony, Lust,
Sloth, Pride, Greed, Wrath
and The End,  with a story
called ‘Of the Rich Woman
Buried in Boots’.  Other
stories are titled Of Medicine
and Murder, Of Some

Midwinter Magic, Of the Cow That Came Home, and
Of the Friar and the Fart.  Dave Tonge has adapted
traditional tales of mean merchants, discontented
doctors, proud princes, covetous cooks, heroic hounds
and more mixing them with morsels of history.
Delightful medieval style colour illuminated illustrations,
190 pages in very smart hardback and large print for
ages ten to adult.
£12 NOW £5
96767 MYSTERY OF SPRING-HEELED JACK
From Victorian Legend to Steam Punk Hero
by John Matthews
Spring-Heeled Jack - a tall, thin, winged figure with
clawed hands, fiery eyes and blue-flame breath - first
captured public attention in Victorian London in 1838,
leaping from dark lanes to attack victims. John
Matthews explores original 19th-century newspaper
accounts, and considers later reports from the 20th and
21st centuries, including a 1953 UFO-related sighting in
Texas and modern parallels such as the Slender Man. It
traces possible folkloric origins in earlier fairy and land-

96185 SIDDHARTHA  by Herman Hesse
Told in a simple mythical style, and first published in
1922, Siddhartha is the son of a wealthy Brahmin, and is
unable to find peace within his own religion and
community, so he sets off on his travels through India,
first spending time with a group of ascetics called
Samanas. For a while he embraces their doctrines and
rejects all worldly goods. When he hears about a man
called Gotama the Buddha, he leaves the Samanas.
However, Buddhist teaching disappoints him, and he
realises that self-discovery must come from his own
experiences.  He takes a lover and becomes a rich
merchant, but after some years takes off again in search
of the spiritual peace he longs for. 138 page paperback.
£8.99 NOW £2.75
96761 IN SEARCH OF AENEAS: Classical Myth
or Bronze Age Hero?  by Anthony Adolph
Aeneas is one of the most prominent heroes who fought
at Troy, as told in Homer’s Iliad, and he is the subject of
Virgil’s Aeneid. Adolph analyses all the Greek and
Roman myths about Aeneas to create the biography of
a character who, though heavily fictionalised, may well
have been a real person and he links classical mythology
and ancient history, and the great empires of the
Mediterranean. Colour photos such as the Great
Goddess’s Sacred Stone in the Sanctuary of the Great
Gods, Samothraki, an ancient loom weight, the ‘vaginal
cleft’ on Buyuk, the ruins of Therapne and the temple
where Aeneas courted - or abducted ? Helen. 352 pages.
£25 NOW £5.50  SAVE £19.50!

MYTHOLOGY
Anyone can speak Troll. All you have to do

is point and grunt.
- J. K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Goblet

of Fire

On the beach at
Helgafell

97429 CLASSIC
FAIRY TALES
by Charles
Perrault,
illustrated by Harry
Clarke
First published in 1697,
Charles Perrault’s
charming collection,
Histoires ou Contes du
Temps Passé, is the
reason the world fell in
love with fairy tales, and
these fantastical stories

have delighted readers ever since, from the
legendary romances of Cinderella (or ‘Cinderilla’ as
Perrault called her) and the Sleeping Beauty to
amusing fables
such as ‘Puss in
Boots’ (or the
Master Cat),
‘Little Thumb’,
‘Little Red Riding
Hood’, ‘Blue
Beard’, ‘Donkey
Skin’ and ‘The
Ridiculous
Wishes’.  The
inclusion of the
wonderful
Beardsley-style
silhouette
woodcuts and
coloured
Rackham-style
whimsical
illustrations of the
great Irish artist
Harry Clarke give
Perrault’s work an
added air of
mystery and
magic that will
entrance readers
of all ages.  This
beautiful hardback
anthology is
luxuriously
presented with
Harry Clarke’s iconic, full-colour illustrations and gold
gilded page edges, gold foil stamped cover and floral
design endpapers. 160 ivory, almost sepia
(deliberately) pages, 19 x 25cm.  New, full price
direct from the publisher.
ONLY £20

spirit traditions, while also examining more speculative
theories about extraterrestrial explanations.  The author
further notes how figures like Jack the Ripper may have
drawn on the established notoriety of Spring-Heeled
Jack. Illustrated with colour images and woodcuts, this
342-page paperback blends folklore, history and
mystery.
£14.99 NOW £3.75
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97660 TUTANKHAMUN’S TRUMPET: Ancient
Egypt in 100 Objects  from the Boy King’s
Tomb  by Toby Wilkinson
An indelible portrait of the history, people and legacy of
Ancient Egypt, through 100 artifacts from Tutankhamun’s
tomb, the book explores Ancient Egyptian civilisation, its
culture, development and lasting legacy.  In 1922, after
15 years of searching, archaeologists finally discovered
the tomb of King Tutankhamun.  There they found more
than 5,000 unique objects from the mundane to the
extravagant, from the precious to the everyday. His
spectacular gold mask is justifiably famous, but the rest
of the treasures remain
largely unknown and their
stories untold.  In this rich
and beautifully illustrated
work of history, renowned

Egyptologist Toby Wilkinson examines 100 artifacts.  A gold-decorated chariot reveals
the impressive scale of Egyptian technology.  Loaves of bread, baskets of fruit, and
jars of wine hint at the fertility of the Nile Valley and the abundant feasts enjoyed by
its people.  Ebony and ivory from Nubia and a jewel of Libyan desert glass show the
range of Egypt’s trading and diplomatic networks.  Shaving equipment and board
games provide a window into the everyday lives of people, and perhaps most
poignant of all the objects is Tutankhamun’s silver trumpet.  There are 46 pictures in
the text like a painted box showing Tutankhamun as a sphinx, a folding bed, and a
cubit measuring rod, and among the 31 colour plates from collections in Cairo and Giza
include an ostrich-feather fan, a falcon pectoral, a golden throne, and a black resin
scarab.  All of these colour images are presented on a striking black paper background.
With timeline and maps, this fresh history of King Tut is beautifully written and
constantly fascinating.  476pp. Remainder mark.
$37.50 NOW £7

97438 EGYPTIAN MYTHS &
LEGENDS: Page Classics
by Lewis Spence
Brand new 2026 publication with
beautiful hieroglyphs printed on the
actual page edges and gilded decoration
on the hard cover of King Tutankhamun’s
golden
mask,
Egyptian
cats and
goddesses,
and with
decorated

endpapers.  Chapters cover exploration, history and customs, the priesthood,
mysteries and temples, the Cult of Osiris, the great gods, Egyptian literature,
magic, foreign and animal gods, and Egyptian art, plus a note on pronunciation.
Originally published as ‘Myths & Legends of Egypt’ in 1915, this now classic text
now has this beautiful new large format presentation for every collector’s bookshelf.
It is a superb, indexed survey, exploring animism, totemism, fetishism, creation
myths, the Book of the Dead, alchemy, religion under Persian rule, magical
conspiracies, the hieroglyphs Ancient Egyptian system of writing, princes, demons,
precious stones and more.  Over 50 photographs and illustrations, 274 large pages
in very glamorous hardback.
£27.95 NOW £14

97203 HAYNES: GREAT PYRAMID MANUAL 2590BC ONWARDS
by Franck Monnier and David Lightbody
A superb insight into the construction, meaning
and exploration of the Great Pyramid of Giza
from its Neolithic origins, pre-dynastic culture,
chronology of Khufu’s reign, symbolic
meanings, the boat pits and mortuary temple,
raw material sources and processing, transport
by waterway and land, mathematics,
astronomy and engineering, the first
archaeologists and a chronology of Egyptian
history among the many chapters.  In this
manual in the beautifully designed and well
illustrated Haynes manuals series with
cutaways and line artwork and photographs
and coloured images, the unprecedented
technical abilities required to create these

unsurpassable monuments are finally uncovered.  The details of Old Kingdom
pyramid construction are reverse-engineered, their internal architecture described
and illustrated, and true ability of the ancient builders slowly made apparent.
203 very large pages.
£22.99 NOW £8.50

97690
SCOTLAND’S
MALT WHISKY
DISTILLERIES:
Revised Edition
by John Hughes
An excellent book for
the whisky enthusiast
illustrated with around
175 colour illustrations
of distilleries old and

new and of the processes involved in the manufacture of
Scotland’s biggest single export.  Here are postcards and
beautifully graphic designed posters, old maltings and
kiln buildings, glorious labels and advertising and such
delightful names of the most successful single malt
Scotch whiskies notably
The Macallan, Glen
Morangie, Cardhu, Glen
Grant, Lagavulin, The
Glenlivet, Highland Park
and Glenfiddich.  The
largest key player in the
business is Diageo PLC
which owns 28 distilleries
and international brand
names which have stood
the test of time like
Johnnie Walker,
Dewar’s, Teacher’s,
White Horse, Black &
White, J & B Rare and
Haig.  Covering the
making, whisky regions,
the uneasy history, the
distilleries 1775 to the
present day, and the
business into the 21st century and an index of surviving
distilleries, this history tells us that over 700 distilleries
have been legally registered to make single malt scotch
whisky and of those there are 100 in production today.
Blighted by punitive taxation, war, poor harvest,
prohibition, the temperance movement, corruption,
recession, takeovers and mergers as well as the
inevitable interference of the company accountant, those
that have survived each has a unique tale to tell.  From
Glenturret to Daft Mill, the history of every surviving
distillery is told in this magnificent book.  120 pages in
large softback, colour images throughout.
£20 NOW £8

97447 RECIPES FROM
THE WOODS: The Book
of Game and Forage
by Jean-François Mallet
“Old-style roasts rediscovered
for the modern table.” -
Sunday Telegraph. 100
delicious recipes featuring game
and foraged ingredients
showcase the pleasure of
cooking from the woods.
Respected French chef and
writer Jean-François Mallet has
assembled 100 delicious recipes
featuring game and foraged

ingredients such as chestnuts, dandelion leaves, nettles,
and wild strawberries. Organised into chapters based on
food type - furred game (venison, wild boar, hare);
feathered game (partridge, pheasant, quail); mushrooms,
herbs, and snails; and nuts and berries - the recipes
encourage readers to source and discover the pleasure of
cooking game and wild foods. From Sautéed Venison
with Port and Chestnuts, Saddles of Hare with
Dandelion Salad and Treviso, Hare and Pear Spring
Rolls, Tagliatelle with Ceps, Cross-Bred Duck roasted
with cherries and olives,  Griddled Wild Asparagus with
walnut sauce, to Stuffed Partridge with Kale and Rump
Steaks and Morels with Cream, and Fried Rice with
Snails, garlic and basil, and Wild Strawberry tartlets and
Wild Fig tart, these beautifully illustrated dishes bring the
flavours of the woods directly into home kitchens.  “An
excellent glossary and useful advice on foraging for
mushrooms.” - Shooting Times & Country Magazine.
“Expand your culinary world beyond what you find at
the store or preparing to fend for yourself in a worst-case
scenario.”  Bold imagery and vibrant large colour
photographs, pagemarker, tall tartan cover 18.7 x
27.6cm. Useful Glossary, 240 pages from quality UK
publisher Phaidon.
£29.95 NOW £14  SAVE £15.95!

96370 FOOD OF THE CODS by Daniel Gray
Subtitled ‘How Fish & Chips Made Britain,’ Gray
explores the magic of chippies and their place in British
life. Traveling from Dundee to Devon, via South
Shields, Oldham, Bradford, Edinburgh, Glasgow,
Blackpool, Cardiff, and more, he uncovers stories of pea
busters, Grampian tempura, the dripping forecast, and
tomorrow’s chip paper.  From Wolverhampton’s orange
chips to London’s ‘wallies’ and Hull’s chip sauce, Gray
celebrates the quirks, rituals, and enduring delights of
Britain’s favourite takeaway - even if you already have
your favourite accompaniment, whether tea, Vimto, or
dandelion and burdock.  178 pages.
£12.99 NOW £3

97039 SUPER SIMPLE AIR FRYER CHICKEN  by Kate Calder
60 quick and tasty recipes for confident home cooks who want reliable weekday meals.  You’ll find ideas for breasts,
thighs, wings, drumsticks, and whole portions, with Chicken Kyiv, Chicken Pot Pie, a roast dinner, Buffalo Hot Wings,
lunches including Chicken Caesar Salad and Smoky Chicken Quesadillas, and a handful of recipes to share such as
Chinese Sausage Rolls and Chicken Satay with Peanut Dipping Sauce.  Plus traditional favourites like Chicken Leek
and Mushroom Pie and the more exotic Coconut Chicken Skewers, Chicken Nuggets or Caribbean Chicken with
Plantain, Cranberry Chicken and Brie with Crispy Shallots Baguette or Asparagus, Tomato and Chicken Tart. 144 big
pages, colour photographs.
£12.99 NOW £5

97401 MEDITERRANEAN SMALL PLATES: Platters and Spreads from the
World’s Healthiest Cuisine  by Clifford Wright
Mediterranean food expert and James Beard Award winner Clifford Wright presents a
mouth-watering collection of recipes for tapas from Spain, meze from Greece, Turkey and
the Balkans, hors d’oeuvre from France, antipasti from Italy, mazza from the Middle
Eastern North Africa, and other small plates. Enjoy making and sharing: Catalonian
Spinach Empanadas with Raisins and Pine Nuts, Puff Pastry Crescents with Saffron
Chicken and Almonds, Pizza style frittata, Tomato and Avocado Salad, Baked Zucchini
Stuffed with Shrimp in the Provencal Style, Artichoke and Mozzarella Crostini, Fresh
Favas, Young Artichokes and Spring Peas in the Sicilian Style Lamb empanadas, Grilled
Feta Cheese in Grape Leaves, Grilled Moroccan-Style Skewers of Spicy Ground Beef
Prosciutto with peaches and many more. Stunning colour photography, with measurement
equivalents, 192 pages in large softback.
£12.99 NOW £5.50  BACK IN STOCK

97101 WHISKYPEDIA: A Gazetteer of Scotch Whisky  by Charles MacLean
The new and updated ultimate guide to Scotch whisky by “Whisky’s finest guru”, discover the sensory evaluation of
whisky to embrace taste and texture, colour, and a full Aroma List from grainy, grassy, fragrant, fruity, peaty,
woody, unctuous, off-notes like sulphury, meaty, cheesy, vegetal, musty or metallic.  Each entry provides a brief
account of the distillery’s history and curiosities including distilleries which have been dismantled, lists the bottlings
which are currently available, details how the whisky is made, and explores the flavour and character of each make.
With new entries on the latest distilleries at Ardross, Bonnington, Burnobennie, The Cair, Falkirk, Holyrood Park, and
Lagg and all the old favourites tipples at Lagavulin, Balvenie, Glenfiddich, Macallan and our Annie’s favourite, Royal
Lochnagar.  Masses of colour photos, addresses and phone numbers, websites, and more. 428 page quality paperback.
£15.99 NOW £6.50

FOOD AND DRINK
We worked steadily for five-and-twenty

minutes, and did four potatoes.
- Jerome K Jerome, Three Men In A Boat

97161 MY NEW ROOTS:
Plant-Based & Vegetarian
Recipes for Every Season
by Sarah Britton
A vibrant celebration of
modern vegetarian cooking,
this collection brings together
over 100 fresh, flavour-packed
recipes, which include Black
Lentil Salad with Tzatziki,
Avocado and Pea Shoots,
Grain-Free Black Kale Sushi
Rolls, and Roasted Parsnips

with Pomegranate Glaze and Za’atar, alongside soups,
drinks, and desserts such as Courgette and Coconut
Noodle Soup, Homemade Ginger Ale, Chocolate Chilli,
and Chai-Spiced Upside-Down Plum Cake.  With
options that are dairy-free, sugar-free, gluten-free, low-
carb, and nutrient-rich, the book emphasises balance,
flavour, and accessibility. Colour photography, 256
pages, extra-large softback.
£16.99 NOW £7
97413 STUFFED: A History of Good Food and
Hard Times In Britain  by Pen Vogler
Every dish or chapter has an essential ingredient - the
strawberry, the turnip, potatoes, goose, herring, jam,
cheese, oatmeal, salt beef, Yorkshire pudding, gruel,
wine and ale, pickles, mustard, beans, sugar and
confectionery are the main characters in the bigger story
of Enclosures, children and families, sharing and crises.
Each ingredient opens a window onto larger themes
including enclosure, poverty, family life, war, trade,
social change and national identity.  Drawing on
cookbooks, literature and historical records, Vogler traces
how food has influenced everything from medieval inns
and Victorian food scandals to post-war supermarkets
and modern food banks. Along the way she uncovers
the stories behind beloved dishes, seasonal traditions and
the nation’s enduring obsessions with bread, puddings
and a good cup of tea. A Sunday Times Book of the
Year and Waterstones Best Food & Drink Book of 2023,
an all-consuming read about food, health and power,
scholarly and extremely funny. 454 pages
£22 NOW £8
97359 WINE BOTTLE CADDY 25 x 12.5 cm
by CraftMedley
It’s Wine o’clock! Use this fun, convenient wooden caddy
to carry a wine bottle and two glasses with one hand!  It
is ready to decorate with paints, stains, glitter, pens,
embellishments and
more!  Its lightweight
design makes it easy
to carry, while
providing secure
support for the
bottle and is suitable
for standard sized wine
bottles, ideal for gifting, taking wine to parties, picnics, or
other social gatherings.  Compact for easy storage with
a practical and functional design. 4.9" x 9.8" (25 x
12.5cm) decorated with the outlines of the words ‘Wine
Time’ and bunches of grapes on their vines. Cheers!
ONLY £2.50
95959 NOSE DIVE: A Field Guide to the
World’s Smells  by Harold McGee
From molecules drifting in interstellar space to the scents
of our everyday world, McGee takes readers on a
journey through the science and experience of smell.
Explore the sulfureous air of early Earth, the fruit-filled
Tian Shan mountains, the trace aromas of your laptop
keyboard, and the fragrant worlds of incense, perfume,
wine, and food. Ordinary smells like wet pavement, cut
grass - sit alongside the extraordinary, ambergris,
truffles, roses, vanilla, durians, and swamplands. A
fascinating exploration of scent in all its forms. 654
pages, 18.5 x 23.9cm. Remainder mark.
$35 NOW £2.50

95931 COOKING WITH
MUSHROOMS: A Fungi
Lover’s Guide
by Andrea Gentl
Nearly 100 inventive
mushroom recipes take you
from adaptogen-spiced granola
to schnitzel made with king
trumpets. Start the day with
Soupy Eggs with Chanterelles,
enjoy a lunch of Mushroom
Larb or Crispy Shiitake ‘Bacon’
Endive Wedge Salad, and

elevate dinner with Mushroom Ragu or Roast Chicken
with Miso Mushroom Butter. Desserts, like Maple
Mushroom Ice Cream, offer unexpected, delicious twists.
Familiar dishes - lasagna, risotto, bourguignon, brownies
- are transformed with bold flavours and surprising
ingredients. Illustrated with colour photos of each dish
and colour-coded page edges. 240 pages, 19 × 26cm.
£25 NOW £4  SAVE £21!
96473 COOKBOOK NOTEBOOK
by Magda Joicey
First published in 1947, this charming cookbook recalls a
time when British housewives kept the nation ‘fighting
fit.’ Packed with recipes from classic fish pie to gooey
ginger cake, it shows how food could remain
adventurous and delicious even during post-war
rationing.  Drawn from the author’s years of experience
eating on the Continent and in America, the notes are
designed to delight the taste buds. Illustrated with
Edward Bawden’s fine drawings and enriched by Angela
Carter’s commentary, this nostalgic collection invites
readers to savour the flavours of the war years.  192
pages, 14.6 × 21cm.
$22.95 NOW £6.50

WHAT A GREAT IDEA - CHEERS!



14 ORDER HOTLINE: 020 74 74 24 74   PLEASE HAVE YOUR CARD READY WHEN YOU CALL!ONLINE ORDERING MADE EASIER: We now accept ApplePay and Google Wallet  www.bibliophilebooks.com

WAR AND MILITARIA
The supreme art of war is to subdue the

enemy without fighting.
- Sun Tzu

97669 AIRBORNE ESPIONAGE
by David Oliver
At the outbreak of the World War I,
there was no formal organisation for
the transport of spies across enemy
lines by aircraft, and no
communications network between the
air forces and their agents.  Operating
in all weathers, invariably at night,
often at low level and usually without
fighter escort, Allied ‘Special Duties’
(SD) squadrons and units played a vital
role.  By their very nature these
operations went unreported in wartime,
and for considerable time thereafter,
but their importance in prosecuting the

war of resistance in Occupied Europe was immense.  Dedicated
air units had been established by 1939 to fly agents into enemy territory, but their aircraft were hand-me-downs, and
the SD was considered a poor third to fighter and bomber operations.  However, the tasks undertaken by these men
and their aircraft were often more hazardous and demanding than any other type of wartime flying - for every SOS,
SIS or OSS agent who lost their life in the field, at least one RAF or USAAF airman was killed while flying SD
operations.  David Oliver examines the exploits of British, Commonwealth, American, Free European, Soviet,
German, Italian and Japanese airmen and their units, supported by first-hand accounts and archive photos.  Superbly
detailed and with no less than 23 mentions of Sir Lewis Hodges who was the CO at Marham in the 1950s.  250 page
large softback, many photos, and a welcome 2024 reprint of the 2005 original.
£20 NOW £7.50

Wg Cdr Roman Rudkowski’s No. 138
Squadron Halifax crash-landed at
Tommelilla in Sweden after running out
of fuel during Operation Ruction on 8
November 1941.

97637 SWORD: D-Day
Trial by Battle
 by Max Hastings
By the time of the D-Day
landings on 6 June1944, the
Allies were expected to win
the war, and the invasion of
France finally made it a
reality. As always, Max
Hastings has an unexpected
angle: more than half the
British army spent the years
between Dunkirk and D-Day
training in England, with the
result that when they
reached the carnage of the

landing beaches, for many of these untried soldiers the
first shots they experienced could also be the last. 19-
year-old Will Todd of the East Yorkshires wrote to his
wife, “I have dreaded going to sleep in case I dream I
am back on that beach”. Those who landed on Sword
beach near Caen and its adjoining paratrooper drop zone
were drawn from the 3rd infantry and 6th airborne
division, together with commandos of the 1st and 4th
special services brigades. While giving a broad overview
of the landings the author also focuses on individual
stories, quoting from letters home and not shrinking from
the poignancy of youthful hopes that were destined to
be cut off. Particularly heroic were the men who
descended from tanks to place markers for the
succeeding wave, many of whom were easily picked off
by snipers. D-Day represented the moment of
resurrection after many defeats and humiliations.
Although El Alamein was the only battle won by the
British without the aid of American forces, on D-Day the
British were dominant in planning, logistics and training.
Mistakes were made on both sides. 6 June was
Rommel’s wife’s birthday and he went off to celebrate,
failing to command his troops as they mustered to
counter the invasion. The book analyses Montgomery’s
failure to advance as far as Caen, but it was also
Montgomery who rightly in Hastings’s view insisted that
the landings should be spread across five beaches rather
than the original three. In particular, British
communications systems were less good than German
and American. 372pp, monochrome photos, maps.
£25 NOW £9  SAVE £16!

97639 TUNISGRAD:
Victory in Africa
by Saul David
In 1943 Britain’s Public War
Executive, responsible for
propaganda, dropped leaflets
over Germany advising
them that the recent twin
defeats in Stalingrad and
Tunisia meant the only way
for them to avoid total
defeat was to get rid of
Hitler. These defeats,
nicknamed “Tunisgrad”,
were the turning point of the
war. When Hitler heard in
autumn 1942 that a large

convoy of Allied troops had entered the Mediterranean
and was heading east, he was aghast. He had wrongly
thought that after the Americans entered the war the
focus would be on the eastern front, but in fact the Allies
put their invasion plan Operation Overlord on hold in
order to secure the Mediterranean. Von Ribbentrop
pleaded with Hitler to let him open peace negotiations
with Stalin to free up troops for north Africa but Hitler
refused, and meanwhile Rommel was facing annihilation
at El Alamein. Hitler gave orders to fight to the death,
but Rommel retreated, and meanwhile Russian forces
encircled the Sixth Army at Stalingrad. Successes at
Kasserine and Sidi Bou Said bolstered German morale,
but the Americans’ tactical flexibility gave them the edge
in the fight for Tunisia. Neglected for too long by
historians, the story unfolds in a magnificent sweep.
Among the generals who became household names in
the Tunis campaign were Montgomery, who according
to the author liked to take credit for others’ successes,
Eisenhower, Patton, Alexander, and on the German side
Kesselring and Claus Graf von Stauffenberg, who would
lead the July plot against Hitler in 1944. Ernie Pyle, the
American war correspondent, provides some interesting
angles, and Churchill is in the story too, arriving at the
famous Casablanca conference in unconvincing disguise
as “Air Commodore Frankland”. 562pp, maps,
monochrome photos.
£25 NOW £10  SAVE £15!
96331 BORODINO FIELD 1812 & 1941
by Robert Kershaw
Sub-titled “How Napoleon and Hitler Met Their Matches
Outside Moscow”, this book compares Napoleon’s 1812
campaign with Hitler’s 1941 advance, highlighting
parallels in their failed attempts to take Moscow.
Napoleon’s Grande Armée’s approach was an undeclared
war, breaking the former Russo-German Non-Aggression
Pact, signed barely two years before. Napoleon’s
130,000-strong army faced 150,000 Russians at
Borodino, while in 1941 Hitler’s forces met elite Siberian
defenders. Maps and colour plates. 334pp.
£25 NOW £7  SAVE £18!

97674 COMET ESCAPE LINE: The Inside Story  by Alexander Stilwell
Stilwell reveals the personalities and motives of the Comet Escape Line founders, the
story of the brave civilians who helped Allied airmen and other evaders to escape from
occupied Europe and return to Britain via Gibraltar or Lisbon.  Here is the story of the
most successful escape line of WW2.  Inspired by the English nurse Edith Cavell who
helped Allied soldiers escape from occupied Belgium in the First World War, Andrée de
Jongh and a group of young Belgian friends conceived an audacious plan to smuggle
downed Allied airmen through France and over to neutral Spain.   Many incredible
escapes followed from safe houses in Brussels, making hazardous train journeys through
France, or navigating goat paths through the Pyrenees evading German and Spanish
border patrols.  By 1945, the line had helped hundreds of evaders.  The book reveals
the personalities and motives of the founders and the British intelligence organisation
that supported it, investigates the Gestapo campaign to destroy it, and the actions of the
Nazi collaborators who infiltrated it.  The author has referred to accounts by Colonel
Rémy, a notable resistance member and other key players such as Airey Neave who
based his accounts in books such as Little Cyclone and Saturday at MI9 on firsthand

interviews and his personal involvement as a leading member of MI9.  222 pages. Map of main evasion routes.
£20 NOW £7.50

97670 ARNHEM: Nine Days of Battle  by Chris Brown
Arnhem is an iconic battle when in 1944 more than 10,000 British, Commonwealth and
Polish soldiers landed by parachute or glider, well aware they were taking part in a
momentous operation.  They hoped their efforts would be instrumental in bringing the war
to an end before the year was out.  Many had doubts about the plan - the drop zones
were too far from the target and some felt there had been a rather casual disregard for the
capacity of the Germans to react quickly and effectively to foil the entire Market Garden
enterprise.  As it turned out, they were right to have doubts, but they still did their duty
and more.  The 10,000 soldiers fought with dedication and skill for nine days against the
ever-increasing strength of the enemy that surrounded them.  For this book, the incidents
related were not chosen because they are particularly famous or significant, but because
they give the reader a certain feel or flavour of the battle.  Unit diaries refer to vehicles
that were put out of action but not necessarily destroyed - half-tracks armoured cars, self-
propelled guns and tanks that had been immobilised or put beyond repair during the
fighting.  The men whose words are in this book wrote about what they had seen and
how they had seen it, compiled from memory after the battle was over, exhausted and
hungry from their arduous fight for survival.  The book begins with an excellent timeline,

planning, structure of British 1st Airbourne Division, D-Day Sunday 17th September and D+1 to 9 until the shooting
was over.  The ferocious and gallant actions in Arnhem and Oosterbeek have fascinated historians ever since, and this
book draws extensively on eyewitness accounts and unit diaries to provide a detailed tactical and technical analysis of
the arms, equipment and practices of the day, supported by battle maps, troop diagrams and touring guides.  252
page large paperback, very well illustrated throughout and with fairly large print.
£15.99 NOW £6.50

97672 BATTLE OF BERLIN  by Tony le Tissier
By one of the finest English language historians of the Battle of Berlin, here was a battle
on an unprecedented scale.  The Soviets massed 1.6 million troops for Operation Berlin,
and Marshal Zhukov in the centre had half of them, but his initial attack floundered,
lasting four days instead of one, and was so costly that he had to revise his plans for
taking the city and revise them yet again when Stalin allowed his rival, Marshal Koniev,
to intervene.  The battle then became a contest for the prize of the Reichstag.
Meanwhile, Hitler and his courtiers sought to continue the struggle in the totally
unrealistic atmosphere that prevailed in his bunker, while soldiers and civilians alike
suffered and perished unheeded all around them.  Zhukov had been the organiser of the
heroic defence of Leningrad and Moscow, victor of the historic battles of Stalingrad and
Kursk-Orel and was Deputy Supreme Commander of the Soviet Armed Forces since
January 1945.  He was poised to bring about a triumphant conclusion with the seizure of
the Nazi capital in time to celebrate the most glorious May Day in the history of the
Soviet Union.  Below him in the darkness of the valley, seething with activity, several
hundred thousand men prepared themselves for battle.  The book is an attempt at a
definitive account of the last battle to have been fought on a grand scale in Europe,

involving as it did some 3½ million combatants.  It has been pieced together from fragments, for the vanquished
lost virtually all their records, and the victors, for reasons which became clearer during the course of reconstruction,
have always been evasive about much of the pertinent detail.  The book illustrates the various parts and phases of
the battle with a series of maps and drawings incorporating many of the place names mentioned in the text.  Small
print, 258 page paperback, archive photos.
£14.99 NOW £6

97671 BATTLE FOR EUROPE
by Roy Conyers Nesbit
First published in 2004 and here is paperback reprint 2023, military historian and veteran
Roy Conyers Nesbit has assembled a collection of over 300 photographs and illustrations
that tell the story of the battle for Europe from the shores of Normandy to the daring
airborne assault on Arnhem, and from the bitter winter fighting in the forests of the
Ardennes to the final sweep into the heartlands of Nazi Germany.  The War Cabinet
never gave up hope of re-entering the Continent of Europe after the evacuation of the
British Expeditionary Force from France in the summer of 1940.  The success of the RAF
in the Battle of Britain in the latter part of the year removed the possibility of a German
invasion, but it was obvious that the country did not possess the means to defeat her
enemy on her own, even with the support of her Commonwealth.  The British pinned
their hopes on the entry of powerful allies in the war and Axis forces soon occupied the
Balkans, Greece and the Aegean Islands.  They drove the British forces back from Libya
to Egypt, threatening the Suez Canal.  Most dangerous of all for Britain, U-boats of the
Kriegsmarine and a handful of submarines of the Regia Marina sank millions of tons of

Allied shipping in the Atlantic, severely restricting the flow of military and other supplies to the country and even
endangering her ability to feed her population.  It was not until the middle of 1942 that the tide of war began to
turn.  11 months of vicious fighting followed the Allied landings in Normandy on 6th June 1944, against a
determined and well-armed foe controlled by paranoid and brutal political masters.  Supremely well documented
history, 376 page large paperback, 300 photos.
£20 NOW £8

!!!!!

97037 SKY WARRIORS
by Saul David
Maroon berets, steel helmets
and Denison smocks define the
iconic image of Britain’s
airborne forces, the “Red
Devils”, whose history is as
striking as their uniform. This
account follows their role across
every major theatre of the
Second World War, highlighting
key operations from early
actions such as the Bruneval
Raid to major engagements
including operations Ladbroke,

Tonga, Market Garden (including Arnhem), Fustian and
Varsity, the successes and the heavy costs they
endured. It also covers campaigns across Southern
Italy, North Africa, Sicily and Germany, showing how
airborne troops contributed to pivotal moments such as
D-Day and the crossing of the Rhine.  The narrative
spans from the formation of Britain’s airborne forces in
1940 through to the final days of the war, combining
detailed analysis with vivid storytelling. With maps,
archive photos. 552 page paperback.
£10.99 NOW £4
97119 IN THE MIND OF STALIN
by James Greensmith
On 1 October 1939, Winston Churchill, then First Lord of
the Admiralty and soon to become Britain’s wartime
Prime Minister, famously described Russia as “a riddle
wrapped in a mystery inside an enigma.”  The phrase
applies with even greater force to Joseph Stalin himself.
Few figures in modern history embody such extreme
contradiction: a man capable of deep private affection
toward his daughter, Svetlana, yet responsible for
policies that condemned millions including members of his
own family to imprisonment, exile, and death.  Although
the precise scale of Stalin’s human cost can never be
established with certainty, estimates exceed 40 million.
Even this staggering figure cannot encompass the vast,
unrecorded suffering produced by systematic terror:
torture, forced labour, engineered famine, family
separation from loved ones, neglect, and exposure to
lethal cold and hypothermia in the camps and prisons of
Siberia. This tension between private tenderness and
public terror lies at the heart of Stalin’s historical enigma.
227 pages, photos and family trees.
£20 NOW £8.50
97273 HITLER YOUTH: How Germany
Indoctrinated a New Generation
by Julian Flanders
What part did Hitlerjugend, the Hitler Youth Movement,
play in the indoctrination of a nation?  The Hitler Youth
was founded in 1922 as the youth organisation of the
German Nazi Party in Germany.  By 1940 membership
had reached eight million, more than 90 per cent of
German children. As war approached it became partially
a paramilitary organisation and the outbreak in 1939 and
Germany came under greater pressure, many very
young boys saw military action, fighting and dying for
the country.  It drove a wedge between youth, the
educational system and even their own dissenting
families, producing a generation of anti-intellectuals
indoctrinated with Nazi ideology. It constated the single
most successful mass movement in the Third Reich.
Contemporary photos, 256 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £5

97281 NAZI SUPER
WEAPONS: Hitler’s Evil
Plan for Final Victory
by Michael Fitzgerald
As the Nazi advance across
Europe stalled, Adolf Hitler
repeatedly told his military
advisers and inner circle that
Germany possessed
Wunderwaffen - miracle
weapons - that would turn the
tide and bring the Germans
ultimate victory.  This book tells
the story of the wonder
weapons and types of

armament that Hitler hoped would win the war: Nazi
flying discs or saucers, the V-1 flying bomb, the V-2
rocket, the V-3 heavy gun, the mystery of the Foo
Fighters (glowing green globes) and much besides.
While some are shrouded in myth and conspiracy,
others, like their own projects of nuclear armament, we
know to have been real threats to Allied victory.  With
black and white photographs throughout, this illuminating
guide explores a crucial but less well-known aspect of the
Third Reich, and how close they came to defeating the
Allies in World War II.  256 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £5
97287 SABOTAGE AND SUBVERSION: The
SOE and OSS At War
by Ian Dear
The Special Operations Executive was formed on
Churchill’s orders in July 1940 to ‘set Europe. In 16
separate chapters Equipping the Saboteurs, The Swedish
Connection, Special Operations Australia and the
Singapore Strike, Detachment 101: Behind Japanese
Lines, SOE and the Atomic Bomb, Walter Fletcher’s
Activities in Rubber Smuggling and Black Market
Currency, The Jedburgh Teams in France, Guerrilla
Warfare and the Characters of ‘Character’ are some of
the other chapters.  And also covered are the means
SOE and OSS used to subvert the enemy, by
employing black propaganda, forgery, pornography and
black market currency manipulation. 272 paperback
pages.
£7.99 NOW £4 MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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97045 BATTLEFIELD PANORAMAS:
From the Siege of Troy to D-Day
by Victor Ambrus
Stunning full colour artworks on every large
landscape page including the ancient Greeks at war, the
Huns, the Iceni Uprising, the siege of Jersey 1373, Civil
War ambush at Radcot, the siege of Athlone 1691, the

Seven Years’ War, the
D-Day landings and the
Corvin Gap 1956 (an
eyewitness account).
What a remarkable way
to brush up on history!
The paintings of Victor
Ambrus are beloved by
several generations.
During his life he
illustrated over 300
books. From the Viking
raid on Lindisfarne, to the
Battles of Hastings,
Agincourt and
Sedgemoor and the
siege of Athlone; from
the storming of the
Bastille and the Franco-
Prussian War to the First

World War and the 1956 Hungarian uprising, an
illustration made all the more powerful when you know
that Victor Ambrus was there, as a volunteer stretcher
bearer for the National Red Cross in Budapest. Extra-
large sized softback. 144 pages.
£20 NOW £9  BACK IN STOCK

War & Militaria

97202 THE BLITZ: Operations
Manual Haynes  by Chris McNab
The military historian and expert Chris
McNab presents in the Haynes series never
before seen archive photographs in quality
reproductions, images of wartime items and
memorabilia, instruction manuals such as
how to use an incendiary scoop for a bomb,
how to rescue an unconscious person from a
burning room by tying their wrists around
your neck, the operations of batteries and
tactics when engaging enemy aircraft, radar
systems, public shelters and the
Underground, explosive attacks, the police,
Air Raid wardens and women’s services, fire
and rescue, medical assistance, blackout,

gas threat, animals in the Blitz and more. During the war itself, some 1.5
million people took up duties in the Civil Defence (General) services, in
roles ranging from air raid wardens to ambulance drivers to heavy rescue parties.  Heavily illustrated with
primary source diagrams and colour photographs, McNab explains the technologies and tactics that enabled
London and other cities across the UK to survive. 156 very large pages.
£22.99 NOW £8.50

97321 WORLD WAR II TANK SPOTTER’S
GUIDE  by Chris McNab
A beautifully illustrated pocket guide to 40 of the most
iconic World War II tanks arranged by country - France
from the Char B1 bis, Germany’s Panzers and Tigers,
Italy, Japan, Poland, Soviet Union, UK’s infantry and
cruiser tanks and the Churchill Crocodile Flamethrower,
and USA’s Shermans and Pershings.  From the rapid
blitzkrieg assaults to the great battles in North Africa and
desperate clashes on the Eastern Front, tanks played a
vital role in World War II, becoming one of the key
components of the ‘combined arms’ philosophy of
warfare. 40 legendary tanks, such as the Panther,
Sherman, and T-34.  Featuring full-colour artwork to aid
recognition, as well as all the details you need to
compare their performance. 128 page paperback, Colour
illus, chronology and specs.
£7.99 NOW £4.50

96754 DISASTER IN THE FAR EAST 1940-
1942  by John Grehan and Martin Mace

Sub-titled ‘The Defence of Malaya, Japanese Capture of
Hong Kong, and the Fall of Singapore’, this book

documents the Allied experience in the Far East from
1940 to 1942, culminating in Lieutenant-General

Percival’s surrender at Singapore on 15 February 1942.
Despatches in this volume include that on the Far East

between October 1940 and December 1941, by Air
Chief Marshal Sir Robert Brooke-Popham; the despatch

on operations in Hong Kong between 8 and 25
December 1941, by Major-General C.M. Maltby,

General Officer Commanding British Troops in China;
the report on the air operations during the campaigns in
Malaya and Netherland East Indies between December
1941 and March 1942; and the important despatch by

Percival detailing the fall of Malaya and Fortress
Singapore. A unique collection.  516 pages.

£30 NOW £6.50  SAVE £23.50!
96782 TOTAL ONSLAUGHT
by Paul Moorcraft
Sub-titled War and Revolution in Southern Africa Since
1945, this book examines the decades of conflict that
followed World War II, from colonial wars in Namibia,
Angola, and Rhodesia to civil wars and liberation
struggles in South Africa and the Congo. Tribal feuds,
corruption, and dictatorial ambitions fuelled violence,
often reigniting after brief periods of uneasy peace. The
cost in human and material terms has been devastating,
with lasting effects on development, poverty, and
society. The book combines deep insight with first-hand
reportage. Archive photographs illustrate life on patrols in
Ovambo and Angola, as well as the tragic consequences
of conflict, such as the massacre at Elim Pentecostal
Mission in 1978. Also a disturbing photograph of 12
white people raped, hacked and bludgeoned to death by
ZANLA at the Elim Pentecostal Mission near Umtali in
June 1978. The Rhodesian government entered 1979 in
dire straits. 478pp.
£30 NOW £6  SAVE £24!

96756 EMPIRE & ESPIONAGE: Spies in the
Zulu War 1879  by Stephen Wade

The Anglo-Zulu War is often remembered for the British
military blundering disaster at Isandlwana, but

espionage and diplomacy also played key roles.
Stephen Wade examines spies, explorers, and

diplomats, including John Dunn, who fought with the
British and later ruled part of Zululand, and Sir

Theophilus Shepstone, respected by the Zulus as
‘Somsewu’. This fascinating account highlights

individuals who earned the trust of local people and
influenced the course of the war. Contemporary

sketches such as of Sepoy Zulu soldiers from the Daily
Graphic 1890 and a photo of a Zulu warrior from a
documentary survey 1900, military ballooning, and
General Newdigate interrogating a Zulu spy 1879.

256pp, b/w illus.
£19.99 NOW £3.50

97659 SUICIDE
MUSEUM
by Ariel Dorfman
The award-winning Chilean-
American author worked as
Press and Cultural Advisor to
Salvador Allende’s Chief of
Staff in the final months
before the 1973 military coup
and later spent many years in
exile.  His novel The Suicide
Museum is a memoir,
mystery, tragedy and
philosophical treatise, a
special mix of the real and
imagined, and a song of

homecoming.  Ariel needed money and Joseph Hortha
had it.  When the billionaire Holocaust survivor
approaches him to uncover the truth of Salvador
Allende’s death, Ariel accepts.  Bound by gratitude
towards the late Chilean president and a persistent need
to know whether murder or suicide ended his life, the
two men embark on an investigation that will take them
from Washington DC to New York, to Santiago and
Valparaíso, and finally to London.  They encounter a
wedding photographer who can predict a couple’s future,
a policeman in pursuit of a serial killer targeting refugees,
a revolutionary caught trying to assassinate a dictator,
and above all, the complex women who support them
along the way for their own obscure reasons.  Before
Ariel and Joseph can resolve a quest, full of dangers and
enigmas, they must help each other come to terms with
guilt and personal trauma hidden deep in the past.  What
begins as an intriguing literary caper unfolds into a
philosophical saga about life, machoism, fascism and
exile in a bold mix of imagination and history.  Chunky
softback of 676 pages with large print.  Remainder mark.
£20.99 NOW £6.50

97648 ENGLISH
CHEMIST: The Story of
Rosalind Franklin
by Jessica Mills
Biochemist and researcher
Rosalind Franklin is a heroine
and tragic figure to many.
This fictionalised account of
her life depicts the massive
discrimination that she dealt
with in the educational
institutions and laboratories of
post-World War II Europe.
Her work in micro x-ray
photography led to the
discovery of the double-helix

shape of DNA, earning a Nobel Prize for the men who
drew from it.  Fictionalised to be enjoyed by readers,
we seek the deeper truth behind history’s victors as Mills
dramatises Rosalind’s scientific prowess in intricate details

97378 CAHOKIA JAZZ
by Francis Spufford
A richly imagined alternative
history thriller set in a 1922
America that never existed, this
novel takes place in the vast
industrial city of Cahokia, a
teeming metropolis beside the
Mississippi where different
cultures and histories have
evolved along unexpected lines.
When two detectives discover a
body on a skyscraper roof
during a snowy winter night,
the city’s fragile order begins to

unravel. What follows is a fast-moving investigation that
exposes buried tensions beneath the surface of a jazz-
age society filled with speakeasies, modern industry and
uneasy peace.  As secrets spread and violence threatens
to erupt, Cahokia itself becomes a central character,
alive with music, danger and possibility, moving towards
either collapse or renewal.  Epic, inventive and richly
detailed, this is a sweeping reimagining of history in the
making. 481 magnificent pages, illustrated.
£20 NOW £5.50
97392 GOOD HOUSE FOR CHILDREN
by Kate Collins
The Reeve stands on the edge of the Dorset cliffs,
awaiting its next inhabitants.  Despite Orla’s misgivings,
her husband insists this house will be the perfect place to
raise their two children. In 1976, Lydia moves to Dorset
as a nanny for a family grieving their patriarch. She
soon starts to hear and feel things that cannot be real,
but her bereaved employer does not listen. Separated
by 40 years, both Lydia and Orla realise that the longer
they stay at the Reeve, the more deadly certain their
need to keep the children safe from whatever lurks
inside it...  With its pervasive atmosphere of
claustrophobia and dread, Kate Collins’ gothic creation
will chill you to the core. 326 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £4

97406 PHOENIX
BALLROOM
by Ruth Hogan
When it’s time to face the
music, all we can do is dance...
Recently widowed Venetia
Hamilton Hargreaves is left
with a huge house, a bank
balance to match and an
uneasy feeling that she’s been
sleepwalking through the last
fifty years. Buying the
dilapidated Phoenix Ballroom
and with it a drop-in centre and
spiritualist church could be seen

as reckless, but Venetia’s generosity, courage and
kindness provide a refuge for a touching cast of
damaged and lonely people who find their chosen
family.  As their stories intertwine, long buried secrets
are revealed, missed opportunities seized and lives are
renewed as the Phoenix lives up to its name. 361 page
large paperback.
£14.99 NOW £4
95986 FRIENDLY YOUNG LADIES
by Mary Renault
Sheltered, naïve and just 18, Elsie leaves the stifling
environment of her parents’ home in Cornwall to seek
out her sister, Leo, who had run away nine years earlier.
She finds Leo sharing a houseboat, and a bed, with the
beautiful, fair-haired Helen.  While Elsie’s arrival seems
innocent enough, it is the first of a series of events that
will turn Helen and Leo’s contented life inside out.  Soon
a randy young doctor is chasing after all three women at
once, a neighbourly friendship begins to show an erotic
tinge, and long-quiet ghosts from Leo’s past begin to
surface.  Soon no one is sure just who feels what about
whom. First published in 1944, 293 page facsimile
reprint, paperback.
£9.99 NOW £2.75

96462 WAR BABIES  by Rachel Billington
This is the story of three sisters, Millie, Di and Cleo.
Growing up in a world still in turmoil, hungover from
war, the sisters struggle to leave behind their mother

and build their own lives. From London to New York and
to Vietnam, the focus shifts from one sister to the next,

their flaws and virtues.  With elements of a psychological
thriller, bestselling author Rachel Billington observes her

characters with clinical detachment, wit and
understanding.  There is hope at the heart of this story

and the reader is left wondering long after the final twist
is revealed.  Millie has turned to marriage, motherhood
and God, Di is a foreign correspondent finding a role in

war-time Vietnam, and Cleo chooses words and
becomes a successful novelist and a sardonic voyeur.

Set from the 1950s to the present day. 304 page
paperback.

£12.99 NOW £3.50
96448 MOUTH TO MOUTH by Antoine Wilson
One morning on a beach, Jeff rescues a drowning
swimmer, only to find himself haunted by the event.
The man he saved turns out to be Francis Arsenault, a
wealthy and influential art dealer. Drawn into Francis’s
glamorous world, Jeff takes a job at his gallery and
becomes entwined in the millionaire’s life of power,
luxury, and moral ambiguity.  As their relationship
deepens, Jeff is seduced by wealth and influence,

pushing boundaries he never imagined, until he must
confront the darkness of his own choices - and ask
himself whether saving Francis was a mistake.  256
pages, paperback.
£8.99 NOW £2

96532 HIGH TIME  by Hannah Rothschild
High jinks in a thrilling romp through the worlds of art and
finance, the story follows Ayesha Scott, whose perfect
life in a Cornish castle with her wealthy, titled husband
and beloved daughter hides hidden perils.  In the course
one day, Ayesha discovers she could lose everything -

her home, fortune, and power - unless she can outwit the
international mafia, navigate the shadowy corridors of
high finance, and negotiate backstreet deals with the

shadiest players in the art world. Hurt and betrayed, she
resolves to fight for herself and her daughter, but can she

succeed without the help of her estranged, eccentric
family? 316-page paperback.

£9.99 NOW £3.50
96538 NINTH NIGHTMARE
by Graham Masterton
Number five in the Night Warriors series.  For 800 years,
Albrecht’s Travelling Circus has been trapped in the
realm of dreams.  Its creator was thwarted in his mission
to corrupt all who saw him and his carnival of oddities.
Now, a serial killer has found a way to unleash the
carnival into the real world, and only the Night Warriors
can stop it from happening.  They are used to
confronting evil in dreams, but this enemy is of the
waking world, where their strength is greatly diminished.
With power unlike any they have ever seen before,
they will soon learn that this killer is very much more
than a nightmare.  375 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £2
97096 SEA LADY  by Margaret Drabble
Humphrey and Ailsa met as children, by the grey
Northern sea in post-war Britain. Now after 30 years
apart and at the close of the 20th century, their lives are
converging once again as they hurtle towards each other
by plane and train, their motivations, regrets and
decisions laid bare. Both are apprehensive, as they
review the successes and failures of their public life, and
their secret history.  Humphrey was drawn towards the
underwater world of marine biology, but there were as
children few signs of Ailsa’s dazzling transformation into
a flamboyant feminist celebrity.  In this taut and elegiac
novel, Margaret Drabble examines the ways in which
place, chance and time merge to make us what we are.
327 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £4

MODERN FICTION AND
ROMANCE

You see, one of the best things about
reading is that you’ll always have

something to think about when you’re not
reading.

- James Patterson

and delivers insightful character work in her ‘pin-sharp
portrait of a true trailblazer.’ - Zoe Howe.  After being
segregated at Cambridge, then ignored and criticised in
the workplace, Rosalind had no intention of being seen
as a second-class scientist and she threw everything into
proving her worth, but the ultimate glory was claimed
by the men she left in her wake.  Inspired by true
events, 288 pages, fairly large print.
$27.95 NOW £7

97723 WINDS FROM
FURTHER WEST
by Alexander McCall Smith
Often a small and seemingly
insignificant event can change
the course of our lives.  Not
long after starting a new job,
Neil meets Chrissie. Romance
soon blossoms and together
they move to a lavish flat in
Edinburgh.  Everything seems
to be falling into place perfectly,
but an innocuous, throw-away
comment unintentionally causes
Neil’s career to collapse, and, at
the same time, a cruel betrayal

shatters the life he thought he knew. ‘For Neil, just
such a moment occurred when he walked into a
Turkish barbershop in Glasgow... Had he been on time,
his life would probably have been quite different.’  His
only option is to escape to the secluded, remote beauty
of a breathtaking Hebridean island.  Here, he finds a
different way of life, and new friendships develop.  But
he can’t escape the past forever, and soon he must
confront a life-changing decision once more.  From the
world’s favourite author of The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective
Agency, this novel is about chance encounters; it is
richly atmospheric and packed with compassion and
humour.  259 pages.
£16.99 NOW £6.99

97074 EXQUISITE ART
OF GETTING EVEN
by Alexander McCall
Smith
In ‘The Principles of Soap’, the
value of friendship overcomes
adversity and opportunistic
nepotism. In suburban
Edinburgh, opposing neighbours
find out the hard way that the
best method of dealing with a
canine disturbance is not to bury
one’s head in the sand. And in
the final tale we meet an author
on the brink of public ruin who

sees the error of his ways after an act of kindness saves
the day.  Tantalising and amusing and occasionally
sharp-edged, these stories show off a darker side but
carry with them the author’s trademark warmth and
humour. Paperback, 208 pages.
£8.99 NOW £4
97091 PERFECT PASSION COMPANY
by Alexander McCall Smith
The Perfect Passion Dating Company at No. 24 Mouse
Lane in Edinburgh’s New Town has suddenly been
inherited by Katie Donald who has an innate instinct for
bringing people together. With the help of her amiable
and handsome office neighbour William Kidd, she soon
finds herself making matches for the lonely hearts tired
of meeting online who want a more personal touch.
McCall Smith is at his most perceptive, playful, and
generous and his novel offers a glimpse inside the
psychology of matchmaking. 385 pages.
£18.99 NOW £5.50
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HISTORICAL BIOGRAPHY
Go confidently in the direction of your

dreams.
- Henry David Thoreau

97661 YOUNG
ELIZABETH: Elizabeth
I and Her Perilous
Path to the Crown
by Nicola Tallis
‘The key to the legend of
Elizabeth I lies in the
violence, tragedy and
heady danger of her first 25
years. She lost her parents,
siblings, freedom and
innocence far too soon, but
emerged as one of the most
iconic rulers in English
history.  Nicola Tallis charts
this extraordinary story with
sensitivity, scholarship and
compassion...’ - Jessie
Childs.  The is the first
definitive biography of the
Virgin Queen in over 20
years which draws on a rich
variety of primary sources
and looks at the trials which
the young Elizabeth faced
in her early life.  Her status
as a princess did not last
long.  When Elizabeth was
under three years old her
mother, the infamous Anne
Boleyn, was brutally
beheaded and Elizabeth
was relegated to the title of
bastard.  After losing
several stepmothers she
then faced predatory
attentions and illicit
flirtations from her
stepfather, Thomas
Seymour, which ultimately

forced Elizabeth to leave her home.  The result was
devastating, causing a heartbreaking rift with her
beloved stepmother Katherine Parr.  Elizabeth was
placed in further jeopardy when she was implicated in
the Wyatt Rebellion of 1554, a plot to topple her half-
sister Mary from the throne.  Imprisoned in the Tower of
London where her mother had lost her life, under intense
pressure and interrogation, Elizabeth adamantly
protested her innocence. Her popularity as a royal
increased from that point on and she finally was
crowned Queen at the age of 25.  The book provides
genealogical tables, dramatis personae and timeline, and
appendices look at her health and following in Elizabeth’s
footsteps.  Includes 15 illustrations including images from
the Royal Collection and through the author’s own
connections with Historic Royal Palaces and the National
Trust.  398pp, colour.
£25 NOW £8   SAVE £17!

97623 GRAMMAR OF
ANGELS
by Edward Wilson-Lee
Sub-titled ‘A Search for
the Magical Powers of
Sublime Language’.
Raphael’s famous painting
of the School of Athens in
the Vatican shows a long
haired young man looking
directly out of the painting
at the viewer, and
traditionally this mysterious
figure has been identified
with the Renaissance
philosopher and kabbalist
Pico della Mirandola. Pico

was a protege of Lorenzo di Medici and also a close
friend of the hellfire preacher Savonarola, who gave a
funeral address when Pico died in mysterious
circumstances aged only 31. Pico’s mother Giulia was a
powerful and well-educated aristocrat who destined her
younger son for the priesthood. After studying in Italy
and Paris, Pico returned to Florence early in 1486, the
year in which he would dramatically make his mark on
the Renaissance. His appetite for secret knowledge was
nourished by a man calling himself Flavius Mithridates,
who set about translating occult texts for Pico in a range
of Arabic and Hebrew tongues. The aim was to look into
the beyond, and Pico wrote to his friend Ficino that
Mithridates was also covertly opening up the occult
language of the Chaldeans. In fact, the language in
question was Ethiopian, though Pico himself may not
have intended to deceive. As Pico formulated ideas
about platonic shadows, angels, and how humans might
attain angelic status, the young Margherita de’ Medici,
married to a much older man, fell in love with him and
they ran off but were quickly intercepted and the affair
was hushed up. Pico went on to Rome to defend his 900
theses challenging traditional Christianity, and with his
friend Poliziano he then pursued an academic life until
the untimely deaths of both young men. At the heart of
Pico’s philosophy was an inquiry into the minds of
angels, whether they could share the same thoughts,
and if so whether humans could acquire this skill. 273pp,
reproductions in colour and monochrome.
£25 NOW £9  SAVE £16!

Françoise Dubois, The Massacre of St.
Bartholomew’s Day, 1572-84.  An imaginative
recreation that accused Catherine of instigating
the massacre, showing her gloating over
Protestant corpses.

97646 CATHERINE DE’ MEDICI: The Life & Times of the Serpent Queen
by Mary Hollingsworth
This historical biography looks at the most powerful woman in 16th century Europe as
seen through her groundbreaking role in religion and the arts, but few have had their
reputations quite so brutally shredded as Catherine de’ Medici.  Hollingsworth discovers
deeper truths behind the persistent myths of sectarian cruelty and ruinous extravagance
to reveal a cultured and politically astute woman who worked tirelessly to find a way for
Catholics and Protestants to coexist peacefully.  Daughter of Lorenzo II, the Medici ruler
of Florence, and then wedded to a French prince by papal decree at the age of 14,
Catherine first became Queen consort of France and then mother to three French kings -
Francis II, Charles IX, and
Henry III.  A lavish
promotor of the arts, she
patronised poets, painters
and sculptors and lavished
ruinous sums on the
building and embellishment

of monuments and palaces.  She masterminded
spectacular entertainments and tournaments that
prefigure the splendour and ritual of the court of
Versailles.  She maintained 80 ladies in wating at court,
and it was rumoured she used these women as bait to
seduce courtiers for her political ends.  Her admiration
for the seer Nostradamus fuelled claims of her love for
the occult and the dark arts.  Posterity has condemned
her as the epitome of the scheming royal matriarch, her
reputation tainted forever by her role in instigating the
St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre of Protestants in
1572.  448 pages, fairly large print, 24 colour images,
Dramatis Personae, family trees, maps and note on
money.
£30 NOW £9  SAVE £21!

Young Elizabeth,
probably painted
shortly after her
accession when
demand for her
likeness was high.

96766 MR HORNIMAN’S WALRUS
by Clare Paterson
‘Legacies of a Remarkable Victorian Family’
traces the rise and fall of the Hornimans across
three generations. John Horniman founded the iconic tea
company in 1826;
his son Frederick
created the
eclectic Horniman
Museum in
London, and
granddaughter
Annie established
Ireland’s Abbey
Theatre.  Clare
Paterson draws
on extensive
family archives to
reveal a story of
Victorian
entrepreneurialism,
social change,
and cultural
influence. Beyond
their
achievements,
the family
endured scandal,
bankruptcy,
intrigue, and
fascination with
the occult,
creating a vivid portrait of trade, collecting, theatre, sex,
and politics in 19th and early 20th century Britain.  272
pages, colour and black-and-white illus.
£20 NOW £2.50  SAVE £17.50!
96741 RICHARD III AND THE PRINCES IN
THE TOWER  by A. J. Pollard
For over 500 years, Richard III has divided opinion: to
some a ruthless tyrant and murderer of the Princes in the
Tower, to others a noble and enlightened ruler brought
down by fate. Few medieval English kings inspire such
passionate debate.  The dominant narrative, enshrined in
William Shakespeare’s King Richard III, portrays him as
the villain who killed his nephews, a view reinforced by
early Tudor accounts eager to legitimise Henry VII’s
rule. This richly illustrated study revisits the events of
1483 and beyond, examining contemporary sources,
including eyewitness reports, and reassessing the
evidence surrounding Richard’s life, reign, and the
princes’ disappearance.  Exploring both history and myth,
the book also features themed picture essays on subjects
ranging from Richard’s heraldic boar to his books and
saints, alongside maps and a family tree. 290-page large
softback, with 149 black-and-white illustrations and 56
picture essays.
£18.99 NOW £8.50

96380 LIFE LESSONS
FROM HISTORICAL
WOMEN by Eleanor Morton
Stories of bravery, wit, and
rebellion, this book features
chapters on ‘How to Appreciate
the Small Things’ with Judith
Kerr, ‘How to Be an
Entrepreneur’ with Mary
Seacole, and ‘How to Fight for
Your Rights’ with Emily
Davison. It also uncovers little-
known facts about Mary Bryant,
Josephine Baker, Artemisia
Gentileschi, and Mary Queen of

Scots, profiles ten queer women from history, ten
Roman women, ten famous muses, and ten goddesses.
Other sections explore ten terrible beauty tips and ten
ways women managed periods throughout history.
Readers will discover the incredible acts of Mary
Seacole, who set up an entire hospital in a war zone,
and Bobbi Gibb, who ran a marathon she was officially
barred from entering. 278 pages.
£18.99 NOW £3.75

97068 BURNING MAN:
The Ascent of DH
Lawrence
by Frances Wilson
History has remembered D.
H. Lawrence not always
flatteringly as a nostalgic
modernist, a sexual liberator,
a misogynist, a critic of
genius, yet pioneered to the
genre we now celebrate as
auto-fiction.   Frances Wilson
follows Lawrence from the
peninsular underworld of
Cornwall in 1915 to post-war
Italy, to the mountains of

New Mexico, and traces his footsteps through the pages
of his lesser-known work. The book is divided into
chapters Inferno: England 1915-19, Purgatory Italy
1919-22 and Paradise America 1922-25. In this way it is
a triptych of self-contained biographical tales which take
as their subject three versions of Lawrence with the
focus on his middle years, the decade of superhuman
energy and productivity between 1915 when The
Rainbow was prosecuted, and 1925 when he was
diagnosed with tuberculosis. 488 page paperback.
£12.99 NOW £3.50
96790 MAKING DARKNESS LIGHT: The Lives
and Times of John Milton
by Joe Moshenska
Retraces the footsteps of the revolutionary poet, scholar,
and political thinker through 17th century London,
Tuscany, and the Marches. John Milton, propagandist for
Cromwell, defender of the English people, lover of music
and the arts, navigated a world of stark contrasts:
Heaven and Hell, light and dark, self and other, most
famously in Paradise Lost.  An Oxford literature
professor brings Milton’s world vividly to life, examining
his key works, his ideas on creativity, time, and
freedom of expression, and his enduring influence on
writers from Blake to Woolf, Joyce to Borges. The
narrative blends historical detail with a partly fictionalised
account of Milton’s life. 464 pages.
£25 NOW £6  SAVE £19!

97092 PURE WIT: The Revolutionary Life of
Margaret Cavendish

by Francesca Peacock
‘My ambition is not only to be Empress, but Authoress
of a whole world.’  A biography of the remarkable, and

in her time scandalous, 17th century writer Margaret
Cavendish, Duchess of Newcastle Margaret Cavendish,
then Lucas, was born in 1623 to a wealthy family. In
1644, as England descended into civil war, she joined
the court of the formidable Queen Henrietta Maria at

Oxford, by April 1667 she was the talk of London
society, before following the court into exile in France.

It was there that she met her much older lifelong
partner, William Cavendish, Marquess of Newcastle-
upon-Tyne, the revolutionary writer. In 1666, she
published The Blazing World, a brilliant, trail-blazing

proto-novel thought to be one of the earliest works of
science fiction. Peacock recounts Cavendish’s ordeals as
a monarchist under Cromwell, her years in exile in Paris,

her supportive marriage, her ennoblement and fame.
Illus. incl. colour, 360 pages.

£27.99 NOW £8  SAVE £19.99!
96434 INHERITANCE
by Leo Hollis
The Tragedy of Mary Davies: Property & Madness in
Eighteenth-Century London tells the story of a woman
caught between inheritance, marriage, and madness. In
June 1701, a young widow awakens in a Paris hotel to
find herself married without consent - and flees to
London weeks later.  Mary’s life and legacy illuminate
the rise of London’s grand estates, from Mayfair to
Belgravia, and the dangers women faced in a world
dominated by wealth and law. Her story culminates in a
landmark court case that shaped the city’s future.  284
pages, paperback.
£10.99 NOW £4

95087 FIXER & FIGHTER by Brian Harwood
Hubert De Burgh, Earl of Kent (1170-1243) was a
fighting man, used to wiping the blood and entrails of his
enemies from his armour.  He was a man who saved
the throne of his nine-year-old king during a successful
French invasion of England, who sent that same French
army packing permanently, sinking their fleet, a man
who countersigned Magna Carta and then supervised its
update to the betterment of the English nation. He rose
from obscure beginnings and loyally served first King
John and then the young Henry III, playing a crucial
role in saving the Plantagenet dynasty when it was at
its most vulnerable.  He held Chinon Castle against the
besieging French for a whole year but eventually lost
favour due to the machinations of his rivals and
narrowly avoided execution. 158pp, photos.
£19.99 NOW £5

95980 DEFIANCE: The
Life and Choices of Lady
Anne Barnard
by Stephen Taylor
‘Tells the story of a
remarkable 18th century
poet, artist, musician, and
traveller Lady Anne Barnard.
Defying convention, she lived
independently, rejected
suitors, and journeyed to
observe the French
Revolution. When she married
a younger army officer, they
relocated to Africa, yet she
remained a keen observer

and chronicler of the world around her.  Her curiosity and
unconventional choices such as raising a young African
girl as her protégée at her home in Berkeley Square -
kept her in the public eye and inspired gossip.
Celebrated by Walter Scott for her verse, she was also a
prolific diarist whose writings reveal her sharp mind and
unique perspective.  388 pages, with artistic illustrations,
colour, and archival photos.
£20 NOW £3.50  SAVE £16.50!
96072 EDWARD III’S FAITHFUL KNIGHT
by Stephen Porter
‘Walter Mauny and His Legacy’ tells the life of Sir Walter
Mauny, a loyal servant of the king who excelled as a
soldier, naval commander, and diplomat. An orphaned
younger son from the Low Countries, he amassed
wealth through war and royal favour, using it to fund a
Black Death burial ground, a Carthusian priory,
almshouses, and schools. Mauny was a leading
commander in the Hundred Years’ War, including the
1337 garrison in France and the 1340 Battle of Sluis
when a French and Genoese fleet was comprehensively
defeated by an English one. Colour, archive, and
woodcut images. 288 pages.
£20 NOW £5  SAVE £15!

91099 RADICAL WORDSWORTH: The Poet
Who Changed the World  by Jonathan Bate

Explores the life of the poet William Wordsworth born in
the Lake District, tracing his journey through the

French Revolution, a passionate love affair with an
illegitimate child, and his friendship with Samuel Taylor

Coleridge, which shaped the Romantic movement.
Jonathan Bate, Senior Research Fellow at Oxford,
guides readers through Wordsworth’s life and work,
including A New Spirit in Poetry, The Banks of the

Wye, Lucy in the Harz, Home at Grasmere, and more.
856 magisterial pages, beautiful full page colour plates

and many other illus.
£25 NOW £2.75  SAVE £22.25!

96336 FAMILIES OF ELEANOR OF
AQUITAINE  by J. F. Andrews
Sub-titled A Female Network of Power in the Middle
Ages, this book explores the lives of ten royal women -
daughters and daughters-in-law of France and England -
who built a remarkable network of political alliances
across Europe and the Holy Land. From Eleanor of
Aquitaine, who became the richest marriage prize in
western Europe in 1137, to Matilda, Leonor, Joanna,
Margaret, Berengaria, Constance, Isabelle, and Isabella,
their stories span England, France, Spain, Sicily,
Hungary, and beyond. Full of travels, marriages, and
careers, this scholarly work illuminates the influence of
medieval royal women. 272 pages, illustrated.
£20 NOW £8

96377 IMPROBABLE
PIONEERS OF THE
ROMANTIC AGE
by Keir Davidson
Sub-titled ‘The Lives of
John Russell, 6th Duke of
Bedford, and Georgina
Gordon, Duchess of
Bedford’, this book traces
their very different
childhoods and unlikely
marriage, showing how
they became pioneers in
politics, art, architecture,
agriculture, botany, and

horticulture. Georgina shared her love of the Highlands
with her husband and the young artist Edwin Landseer,
who became part of the Bedford circle. The book
showcases Woburn Abbey’s kitchen gardens, hot houses,
pleasure grounds, menagerie, sculpture gallery, and the
Temple of the Graces (1887), along with a 1795 map of
the Duke’s London estates. With over 100 full-page
colour plates, portraits, maps, plans, and archive etchings
- including a dramatic double-page sheep-shearing at
Park Farm, 1810 - this is a lavish 560-page family
history.
£40 NOW £9  SAVE £31!

A Punch cartoon from 4 August
1855.  The child customer is
asking for the Merchant’s best
tea to kill rats at home.

!!!!!
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FUN & GAMES - Everything you
need for a Games Night or keeping the

family entertained through the holidays…

Over 1,000
questions to

test your sci-fi
movie

knowledge!
Whether
playing

against your
family or
getting

together with
your friends.

BE READY TO
WRITE DOWN
& KEEP TRACK

OF THE
SCORES!

2-4
players

Ages 8 to
adult

97440 GAMES ROOM
LUDO
by Ridley’s Games Room
The international, popular
traditional game with the
object being to get back to
home base first.  Pit your
wits, try your luck during
game night and put away
those childish electronic
amusements. The stylish box

set includes a colourful Ludo board made from sexy,
sturdy jet black FSC wood, 16 wooden pieces in
orange, green, yellow and blue, a six-sided die and
instructions.  Simply move your pieces across the board
according to the number
rolled on the die, get
back to home base
before your
opponents to
be the
winner.
Fun,
fast-
paced, and
easy to play,
Ludo will have your
friends and family
racing to win!  Ages 8 to
adult, 2-4 players with an average game time of 20
minutes.  Beautifully packaged classic game 27cm
square, stylish zippy green, yellow and blue geometric
design box, it’s an update to this classic game that can be
displayed anywhere in your home. Instruction leaflet
included. A companion to 97436 Compendium of
Games.
£29.95 NOW £11  SAVE £18.95!

97436 CLASSIC EIGHT
IN ONE GAMES
COMPENDIUM
by Ridley’s Games Room
Have a classic games night in!
Disconnect those devices! The
smart box set includes quality

pieces for
playing
Backgammon,
Chinese
Checkers,
Dominoes,
Checkers,
Ludo, Pick-
Up Sticks
with
coloured
ends and a

deck of Playing Cards.  Ideal for Parties and Family
Games Night, test your strategy, skill and luck. All soft
green and blue-tones coloured pieces and contents are
stored in a durable geometric patterned stylish blue and
green box that measures 27cm square to keep them
safe, together and free from damage. Instruction leaflet
included.  A companion to LUDO code 97440. Great
value and quality.
£29.95 NOW £10  SAVE £19.95!

97640 ULTIMATE SCI-FI
MOVIE QUIZ BOOK
by Chris Farnell
Westworld of 1973, The
Stepford Wives 1975,
Bladerunner 1982, The
Terminator 1984, Bill & Ted’s
Bogus Journey 1991, and of
course Data from Star Trek:
The Next Generation, whether
you are breaking out of the
Matrix or escaping the
Terminator, there are 10
categories of quizzes, each
split into three difficulty levels.
They will test even the most
knowledgeable sci-fi fans’
acumen of science fiction films.
Categories include Robots and
AI, Monsters and Mutants,
First Contact, Space
Exploration, Time Travel,
Virtual Realities, Dystopias,
The End of the World
Catastrophes, Zombies,
Incredible Super Powers,
Clones and Mad Scientists
among them.   Where does the
space capsule hit the Moon in
the 1902 space travel film ‘A
Trip to the Moon’?  The Boy
from Brazil (1978) was based

on a novel by which author?  More than 1000
questions, 320pp, line art.
£12.99 NOW £5

97333 DOUBLE SIX DOMINOS
SET 28 PIECES
by Classic Games
The Classic Games Double Six Dominos
Set is a timeless game suitable for a
variety of ages and skill levels. This
set provides hours of entertainment
and friendly competition and offers a

traditional gaming experience,
promoting strategic thinking
and social interaction. Its
compact size makes it ideal
for travel and storage and
makes a great addition to
family game nights.  28
clear white tiles, smooth
curved corners with

primary colour dots in red, blue, yellow and green. 2-4
players. Ages 4+. Box size 21 x 7cm.
ONLY £2.75

97444 LEGENDS OF KING
ARTHUR: A Quest Card
Game  by Tony Johns and
Natalie Rigby
Who will win the quest for
power, fame and glory? Collect
bright colourful themed cards to
complete quests, gain points,
defeat your opponents and win a
place in legend. This easy-to-
learn card game comes with a
detailed booklet that will

introduce you to
all the stories
and characters
behind the
gameplay.
Complete

quests, including the search for the
Holy Grail and stop your opponents
stealing all the glory - and learn the
legend of King Arthur as you play.
To win, you must gain points,
either going for the ultimate quest
to find the holy grail and nab all the
points in one move, or complete a
variety of smaller quests, adding up
the points as you go.  Collect deeds
of honour, swords, castles and love
tokens to build up the story of your
chosen quest and win the king’s
favour, and block your opponents
with hidden talents, secret
identities, sword fights and
kidnappings to win. Approximately
30 minutes playing time of screen-
free fun for 2-4 players ages 8 and
up.  9.86 x 11.6cm.  Colour playing
cards beautifully illustrated by
Adam Simpson and produced by
Falmouth Art Gallery, boxed.
£12.99 NOW £6.25

97345 EVA NOUGHTS
& CROSSES  GAMES
by Rysons
Suitable for all ages in bright
primary colours - red, blue
and yellow - made of
lightweight study foam and
measuring 15 x 0.8 x 15cm,
the XO Noughts and Crosses
Chess Board Game offers a

fun and engaging twist on the classic strategy
games.  Combining elements of noughts and crosses
with chess, for players of all ages and skill levels, its
compact size makes it easy to store and great to
pack for travelling.
ONLY £1.75

97344 DECK OF
PLAYING CARDS

by Rysons
Classic and affordable,
this set of 52 playing

cards are a timeless
choice for entertainment and

games.  Standard deck
measuring 9 x 6.5cm with a dark

red and white decorative scroll
design backing.  Value-for-money

complete set of playing cards with jokers, POKER is
printed on the box sealed in clear film. Bargain price.
ONLY £1.90

97343 CHALK BOARD
SET: With Chalks &
Sponge  by Rysons
Looking for a cost-effective
and versatile chalkboard set?
They are great for leaving
messages, shopping lists,
reminders, medication lists,
daily mottoes, poems to
creating temporary signage.
Each set includes an A4 sized
blackboard/ chalkboard in
lightweight wooden frame, a
box of 6 small chalks - blue,

white, yellow, orange, red, green - and small yellow
sponge in a container for wiping clean.  Ideal for
schools, offices, and home use, 24.5 x 37cm, compact
and easy to store.  Why not stock up with extra chalk?
100 Chalk Sticks Assorted Colours (97325).
ONLY £5
97140 BOOKS AND LADDERS CLASSIC
BOARD GAME by Galison
Puts a literary spin on the much-loved Snakes &
Ladders game.  Beautifully illustrated by Hyesu Lee,
a Seoul-born, New York-based illustrator, muralist
and educator, the artwork uses the visual language
of comics to capture playful, wordless moments
from everyday life with images like pot plants,
photo frames, calendars, vases, and of course our
precious book collections.  The game board is a book
lover’s dream: a cosy “shelfie” scene where ladders
whisk you upwards and bookmark ribbons (no
snakes here!) slide you back down.  Inside the
approximately 10 in. square box you’ll find four
wooden coloured playing pieces for 2 to 4 players,
two standard dice, and clear, easy-to-follow
instructions - let the games begin!
£16.42 NOW £11
97205 PEG YOUR IQ: Test Your Brain
Power with the Classic Puzzle Game
by Dave Oliver
We need our brains to be fit and active for all aspects of
our lives and a daily workout with a timeless board game
is a fun way to banish boredom and reap the benefits
whatever your age.  This board game contains a classic
triangular peg board and book with many different games
for you to try.  There is accessible information on the
theory behind the puzzles, diagrams and coloured
drawings in the 48 page book packed with information,
history and step-by-step solutions. With specially designed
nostalgic triangular wooden peg board and 15 brown
plastic pegs in holes, and nicely boxed, we suggest ages
ten to adult.
£11.99 NOW £5.50

97652 NORTHERN
LIGHTS: A History of the
Arctic Scots
by Edward Cowan
Surprisingly, the remarkable
story of the Scottish role in the
discovery of the Northwest
Passage, following the demise
of Napoleon through to the
outbreak of the Crimean War,
has never been told.  The first
official postwar Arctic expedition
by a much reduced British
Navy was captained by the

veteran John Ross from Stranraer, accompanied by his
nephew Midshipman James Clark Ross, the most
experienced Arctician of his generation, discoverer of the
Magnetic North Pole, and later, leader of a remarkable
four-year venture to Antarctica.  John Ross, a true
hellraiser and extrovert, failed in his quest in 1818, but
ten years later he and
James spent 54
months of enforced
exile in Prince Regent
Inlet and the Gulf of
Boothia.  Scots were
particularly fascinated
by the Inuit with
whom they
cooperated and
enjoyed good
relations on the
whole.  The search for
the Northwest
Passage is filled with
stories of tragedy,
adventure, courage
and endurance.  It
was not until the
1850s that the first
one-way partial transit
of the Passage was
made and all previous attempts had failed like the ill-
feted one by Sir John Franklin in 1854 with the loss of
two ships and 129 men.  This special book reveals
Scotland’s previously unsung role in the history of Arctic
exploration.  Dr John Richardson of Dumfries became an
accidental cannibal and deliberate executioner of a
murderer as well as an engaging natural historian, and
Orcadian John Rae was the man who first discovered
evidence of Sir John Franklin and his crew’s demise.
Edward Cowan is a walking encyclopaedia of all things
Scottish, and his bold chronological sweep is to be
admired by all hungry for tales of adventure.  412
glamorous hardback pages in this special import of a
book otherwise very difficult to find in the UK.  31 illus.
including many colour plates, a timeline of key events
and expeditions, list of abbreviations and map.
£30 NOW £8  SAVE £22!

97713 HIGHLANDS
by Paul Murton
From the presenter of BBC
TV’s Grand Tours of the
Scottish Islands, Paul Murton
journeys the length and
breadth of the spectacularly
beautiful Scottish Highlands.
In addition to bringing a fresh
eye to popular destinations
such as Glencoe, Ben Nevis,
Loch Ness and the
Cairngorms, he also explores
the lochs of the Trossachs,

Glen Ogle, Comrie and Aberfeldy, Loch Tay, Dunkeld,
Drumochter, Dalwhinnie, Breadalbane, Rannoch Moor,
the Mamore Forest, Corrour, Fort William to
Newtonmore, Achnacarry to Culloden via Invergarry
and Loch Ness and the Great Glen, Kingussie to
Aviemore and the Cairngorms, Corgarff Castle, Ballater
to Breamar and some remote and little-known locations
hidden off the
beaten track.
Throughout his
travels, Paul
meets a host
of modern
Highlanders,
from caber
tossers and
gamekeepers
to lairds to
pipers.  With
an instinct for
the unusual,
he uncovers
some strange
tales, myths and legends along the way: stories of
Jacobites who were hunted down, clan warfare, murder,
transportation to the colonies, Tartan banned, army
occupation  and cattle rustling fill each chapter, as well as
some hilarious anecdotes based on his extensive personal
experience of a place he loves to call home.  Paperback,
228 very large format pages packed with colour photos.
£17.99 NOW £7.99

97712 GLASGOW STREET NAMES: New Edition
by Carol Foreman
There is a story in the name of almost every street and district in Glasgow, with some
tracing their origins to pagan times, long before Glasgow could even be called a city.  In
this hugely informative and entertaining book, Carol Foreman not only investigates the
influences and inspirations for many of the city’s most famous thoroughfares, but also
considers the origins of particular districts, buildings and even the great River Clyde itself
and indication of the date laid out by local associations, sentiment, royalty, distinguished
persons, historical events etc. This revised edition includes new information on city-
centre street names from the M8 to the north bank of the Clyde, to Glasgow Green and
Bridgeton in the east and to Kingston Bridge in the west.  Also included are the districts
of the Gorbals, the West End and Anderston and monuments and areas with unusual
names.  Packed with fascinating information and enhanced with over a hundred
photographs and drawings.  Paperback, map, index, 174 glossy pages.
£12.99 NOW £6.50

The last resting place of Rob Roy
in Balquhidder

SCOTTISH INTEREST
Ye lover of the picturesque, if ye wish to

drown your grief, Take my advice and visit
the ancient town of Crieff.

- William Topaz McGonagall, Beautiful Crieff

!!!!!

97411 STORM’S EDGE: Life, Death and Magic in the Islands of Orkney  by Peter Marshall
From the winner of the 2018 Wolfson Prize, a new history of the Orkney Islands that delves deep into island
politics, folk beliefs and community memory on the geographical edge of Britain.  Peter Marshall was born in
Orkney.  His ancestors were farmers and farm labourers on the northern island of Sanday where, in 1624, one of
them was murdered by a witch. Chapters cover the area between Norway and Scotland, the islands of St
Magnus, mutation of religion, devilry and witchcraft, revolution, the Earldom and the Kingdom, sin and selkies and
arcs of empire.  With Orkney as our point of departure, Marshall traverses three dramatic centuries of religious,
political and economic upheaval.  With map of the islands in parishes from North Ronaldsay in the north to John
O’Groats, and across firths and the Scapa Flow. 550 magnificent pages with colour photos.
£25 NOW £8.50  SAVE £16.50!

97073 EDINBURGH: THE
AUTOBIOGRAPHY
by Alan Taylor
Edinburgh, said the poet Hugh
MacDiarmid, “is a mad God’s
dream. History is part of the
city’s fabric and all those who
walk through its narrow closes
or elegant squares are
following in the footsteps of
Mary, Queen of Scots, John
Knox and the many geniuses
who created the
Enlightenment. Many of its
authors are familiar like Robert

Louis Stevenson, Walter Scott, Muriel Spark and Ian
Rankin, but just as many are not. The thoughts and
experiences of murderers and thieves, poets and
philosophers, impresarios and visionaries, sporting
superstars and Hollywood idols, natives and tourists all
combined to create a glorious tapestry of a city that
has changed the world and which never fails to excite,
intrigue, infuriate, amuse and inspire. Chapters include
A School for Scandal, Dissolution and Disruption, The
City in Winter, War Doctors, Prime Women and the
Morningside Question. 346 pages.
£20 NOW £6.50
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97441 HOME SEWN
HOME: 12 Gorgeous
Projects to Sew for
the Home
by Sally Walton
There is something extra
special about the things
that we have taken the
time to make by hand,
carefully stitching them
with patience,
thoughtfulness and
originality.  With modern
life having taken a
nostalgic twist, many of
us have been left wishing
we had paid more
attention when our
grannies offered to teach
us how to knit, crochet,
embroider and sew.  But
take heart, it is never too
late to learn. Home Sewn
Home teaches you how
to make a variety of
practical handmade items
to really make your house
a home - 12 simple
sewing projects suitable
for beginners, along with
a tools and techniques

section, carefully outlining the fundamental skills and
equipment required, as well as offering advice on how to
source the right materials to achieve an authentic
vintage feel.  The projects reflect the key areas of the
home the living room, kitchen and utility, bedroom,
bathroom and include: Ironing board cover, Envelope
Cushion, Weighted geometric Doorstop, Makeup bag,
Laundry bag, Clothes peg bag, Travel shoe bag, Pretty
apron, Padded coat hanger, Plastic bag keeper, Oven
gloves and large useful Storage box.  Learn hand and
machine sewing, embellishment, gathering, embroidery
stitches, making eyelets and fastening techniques, and
more.  Colour photos, 21.6 x 27cm.  48 page paperback.
£5.99 NOW £4

97446 ONE-DAY
ROOM MAKEOVERS
by Martin Amado
Sub-titled ‘How to Get the
Designer Look for Less
with Three Easy Steps’,
covering Living rooms
with balance and comfort,
Bedrooms suites for
personal sanctuary, Dining
rooms with a stylish menu
for entertaining, Nursery
rooms with room to grow
and keep pennies in the
piggy bank, and Teen

bedrooms filled with creative fun and good storage to
encourage some tidiness, Guest bedrooms, Home Office,
Multipurpose rooms and Outdoor rooms to add value to
your home.  By painting the walls, rearranging key
pieces of furniture and adding new decorative
accessories to complete the style, your boring living
room will
beautifully and
stylishly come to
life at practically
no cost. No need
to bust down
walls or buy a
whole new living
room set of
furniture.  Martin
Amado is a home
designer who’s
been dubbed the
“makeover
maestro” for his
innovative and
amazingly
effective three-
step, one-day
makeover method. He teaches homeowners how to use
the furniture they already have and either buy or DIY
inexpensive decorative accessories to get the designer
look for less! With step 1 as paint, Martin explains the
best colours for each room, and what paint pitfalls to
avoid. In step 2, furniture, readers learn how to
complement their paint colour with the right furniture,
and how to arrange it properly for the best aesthetic.
And in the final step 3, decorative accessories complete
the design and create a sense of fullness and harmony.
Think of this book as Changing Rooms meets Martha
Stewart. With simple and sensible adjustments room by
room, lighting and artwork suggestions, updated
bookcases, accent walls and more, readers will come
back to the book again and again for inspiration and
advice. 10 in-depth projects to peek at, 100 colour
photographs. 18.8 x 23cm.  192 page softback.
£17.99 NOW £7.50

CRAFTS
To have much learning, to be skilful in

handicraft, well-trained in discipline, and to
be of good speech - this is the greatest

blessing.
- Gautama Buddha

97594 POSITIVELY ROCKS: Paint it Forward!  by Katie Cameron
Get your rocks off in a new kind of way by simply painting on them!  Learn this super art

form with this brilliant starter kit and enjoy a creative and meditative craft.
Rocks painted with pretty designs and positive messages are spreading joy
everywhere, and these days connecting people worldwide, teaching compassion
and positivity and sparking happiness.  Here in detail is the process of making 12
different designs with expert tips for hand-lettering, dots and painting like a pro,
whether creating a glorious unicorn, striking geometric patterns, polishing a pebble
to keep in your pocket with a special message or as a gift.  All you will need are
stones, a suitable workspace, paints, tools and brushes, gel pens, permanent
markers, a pencil and rubber and some clear finish to protect your new artwork.
This beautifully produced box set is a complete starter kit containing four large river
stones, three acrylic paints (black, white and yellow), one fine paint brush, one
dotting tool, five gel pens, one permanent marker and a colourful 48 page large
softback instruction book written by the extraordinary rock artist, Canadian Katie
Cameron.  18.4 x 26cm, ages 8 to adult.
$16.99 NOW £9.25 Contains four large river stones to get you started!

97489 CROSS STITCH FOR THE SOUL: 20
Designs to Inspire  by Emma Congdon

Craft your own comfort with Cross Stitch Quotes, a
soothing and uplifting collection of inspirational designs

that turn positive words into beautiful stitched
keepsakes.  Created by leading designer Emma

Congdon (Stitchrovia), this modern cross-stitch guide
features bold, stylish typography patterns that are easy
to follow and suitable for all skill levels. Colourful design

templates with quotes including ‘No Act of Kindness
However Small Is Ever Wasted’, ‘A Good Companion
Shortens the Longest Road’, ‘Start Each Day with A

Grateful Heart’, ‘The Best View Comes After the
Hardest Climb’, ‘Be Not Afraid of Going Slowly Be
Afraid Only Of Standing Still’ and ‘Worry Does Not
Take Away Tomorrow’s Troubles It Takes Away

Today’s Peace.’  Each design gives Info such as stitch
count and stitched size and a Shopping List showing how

many skeins needed, size of embroidery hoop and
suggested Antique white Aida or Linen. 274 x 212mm,

112pp. Paperback.
ONLY £15

97502 SUSTAINABLE
KNITTING FOR
BEGINNERS AND
BEYOND 20 Patterns
for Environmentally
Friendly Knits  by Epipa
Unravel the problem of
unsustainable knitting and
dive into a world where eco-
friendly fibres intertwine with
creativity.  From choosing
eco-friendly yarns like
bamboo and organic cotton to
reducing your yarn footprint,
this book is your roadmap to
sustainable stitches.  Learn
techniques for repurposing
materials and creating zero
waste patterns, tips for
transforming old t-shirts and
linens into unique cotton
yarn, and step-by-step
instructions for restoring
unravelled yarn and turning
abandoned projects into

masterpieces.  Authored by renowned knitting pattern
designer, blogger, and environmentalist Sascia
Strohhammer, a.k.a. Epipa, chapters include Mindful
and Sustainable in the Wool Shop and Make Your
Own T-Shirt Yarn, and includes projects for a Basic
Top - Skills: Beginner very easy, Backpack - Skills:
Slightly advanced, Kitchen Towel - Skills: Beginner
very easy.  273 x 212mm. Colour photos, clear layout
and instructions.  128 page paperback.
ONLY £12.50

A Wonderfully Calming and
Mindful Occupation

· Avoiding ‘disposable’ fashion -
Knitting patterns for a simple T-shirt,
cowl, mittens, hairband, scrunchies.

· Reusable homewares - reusable tea
towels, dish cloths and bags.

· Natural beauty  - reusable cloths,
and scrubbies for the bathroom.

97357 3D STRING &
NAIL ART CRAFT KIT:
Family Craft Time
by Kid Made Modern
Remember these from the
1970s? Wall art with wool
around nails like a
kaleidoscope?  Unleash your
creativity with this engaging
Create Fun 3D String & Nail
Art Kit with everything
needed to begin to make
unique and eye-catching
string art on wood.  Ideal for

hobbyists, craft enthusiasts, and anyone looking for a
fun and rewarding creative project it’s a fun and
accessible introduction to string art and creates
impressive 3D artwork for your home. Set includes 3
wooden base panels, 3 sheets of white paper, 400
sturdy brass coloured nails, 3 sawtooth hangers (picture
hooks) with screws and 8 strands of coloured string in
reds, blues, yellow, green, purple and black, 3 printed
templates - a dinosaur, a rainbow with clouds and a
unicorn.  Full instructions.  Suitable for a range of skill
levels, ages 6 to adult and to work together and hang
on your wall.  Heavy boxed set 30.2 x 5.1 x 22cm.
ONLY £10

97349 MARBLED
PAPER KIT: Family
Craft Time
by Kid Made Modern
Beautiful colours swirling
naturally, this marbling paper
set provides a creative outlet
and offers a fun and accessible
introduction to the art of
marbling, allowing users to

create intricate and visually appealing paper designs. The
process is both engaging and rewarding, resulting in
uniquely patterned paper.  The finished marbled paper
can be incorporated into a wide array of creative
applications, from card making and scrapbooking to
decorative art projects. The big box set kit contains 6
dyes - red, orange, yellow, green, blue and black, an
8.45fl oz / 250ml bottle of carrageenan water (a seaweed
derivative used as a base for paper marbling), 2 plastic
needles, 1 dropper, 1 tray, 10 sheets of drawing paper
and instructions.  Designed for an adult and child to
complete together.  Ages 6+.  Boxed set 30 x 5.2 x 30cm.
ONLY £12.50

96537 MOUNTING AND SETTING
STONES  by Sonia Cheadle
An essential guide for professional and amateur
jewellers, this book covers the art of
stonesetting, a skilled craft requiring precision and the
right materials. It explains how to set faceted or
cabochon stones and how to prepare mounts using
traditional metalworking techniques.  Learn classic
techniques such as rub-over (bezel) settings, claw
settings popularised by Audrey Hepburn, gipsy
settings, pavé, channel, and modern tension settings.
Detailed instructions, colour photos, and diagrams
illustrate how to secure stones in rings, pendants, and
other jewellery.  The appendices include finishing tips,
shortcuts, UK tool suppliers, and a handy glossary. 126
pages, softback, colour.
£20 NOW £6
97030 CREATIVE KITS: Mini Piñatas Kit
by Katie Hewat
Piñatas are traditionally handcrafted models filled with
sweets and used at celebrations, where they’re broken
open to release treats as a prize. They can also be used
as decorative ornaments, party decorations, storage
boxes, or cheerful room accents.  This kit includes pre-cut
cardboard piñata bases and materials to help you create
12 mini designs, along with a 48-page colourful
instruction book. Inside the pack you’ll find crepe paper
in pink, green, and orange, googly eyes, assorted
coloured card, jute string, and balloons, plus guidance for
projects such as a lion, bee, bunny, penguin, unicorn,
monster, pineapple, fish, rocket, and flamingo.  The
book also lists additional basic materials needed, such as
newspapers, papier-mâché glue, paint, scissors, and
decorative items like sequins and ribbon. Suitable for
ages eight and up.
$14.99 NOW £5

97351 POLYFOAM
OWL SHAPE CRAFT
PIECE: 7.6cm Tall
by CraftMedley
This polyfoam (polystyrene)
chubby owl-shaped model
8.5cm by 13.5cm, has a face
with large eyes indents and
claws on his perch, and is
ideally sized for customisation
with paint, glitter, fabric, gel,
ink or other pens and other
decorative materials.  The
smooth surface of the
polyfoam allows for easy

adhesion of different media.  These owl shapes are also
very popular for seasonal decorations, children’s crafts,
and personalised gifts and their light weight makes them
easy to handle and display.  Grab several to make
your very own Owl family!
ONLY £3

97332 250 PAGE
CRAFT KIT SET: Draw &
Write Kid Journal
by Kid Made Modern
250 pages of creative fun,
this craft kit and kid journal
offers a variety of engaging
activities, encourages artistic
expression, writing skills and
imaginative play, making it a
popular choice for family,
parents and teachers. This
incredibly colourful kit
contains a 250 page journal 5

x 7" (12.7 x 17.7cm), 8 markers - red, orange, yellow,
green, blue, purple, pink and black - 1 multicolour pen, 2
rolls of glitter tape (1.5cm x 2.8m each) in gold and
fuchsia pink, 5 paper rolls (1.2cm x 4.5m) in blue, red,
yellow, pink and green, 3 holographic sticker sheets in
silver and gold, 4 bright multicoloured sticker sheets with
all shapes and sizes.  Ages 6+.  Boxed set 28 x 6.5 x
23cm. Fantastic value for money, CE safety approved.
ONLY £12
97348 10 SHEETS GOLD AND SILVER CARDS
by Little Monsters Art Club
These Little Monsters themed cards are ideal for various
crafting and creative projects. Each pack contains 10
sheets of gold and silver coloured card, perfect for adding
a touch of sparkle to any design for a range of
applications, from card making and scrapbooking,
invitations, greetings cards to school projects and all
manner of decorative embellishments. Their metallic
finish provides a professional and eye-catching look.
The compact size and lightweight nature of the cards
make them easy to store and handle, and offer excellent
value and versatility, making them a popular choice for
both hobbyists and professional crafters and adds a
playful touch for children’s projects.  Pack contains 10
sheets, 21 x 28.5cm A4 size.
ONLY £2.75
97350 PERFORATRICE CRAFT PUNCH
SCROLLS DESIGN   by Letack Craft
Add decorative flair to letters, scrapbooks and craft
projects. This hand held hole punch is heavy in weight
and yellow in colour. It allows users to create scroll
designs on paper and other materials, adding a
decorative touch to various projects. Constructed from
durable materials, designed for effective and consistent
performance, it measures approximately 1 inch in size, its
simple operation ensures ease of use, requiring minimal
force to create clean, precise cuts.  The punch
incorporates a built-in waste compartment, simplifying
cleanup.  6.5 x 2.5 x 2.5cm, easy to use.
ONLY £3.50
95462 SEWING ANSWER BOOK: Solutions to
Every Problem  by Barbara Weiland Talbert
How do I use my body measurements to choose a
pattern?  See page 137. How do I finish the facing
around the zip on the inside of a garment? See page
403. Demystifying sewing machines, looking at hand-
sewing essentials, machine stitches and tension tamers,
working with patterns and making fitting adjustments,
marking tools and methods, fabric selection and facts,
napped and pile fabrics, interfacings and linings, seams
and seam finishes, hems and finishes, shaping to fit with
darts, tucks and pleats and elastic applications,
waistlines, pockets and sleeves, fasteners and closures,
whether you prefer to use a machine or sew by hand,
this special book will help you hone your skills and
inspire you to try new and exciting techniques.
Arranged in a handy question-and-answer format, 432
colourful pages. Illus., softback.
£12.95 NOW £6
96886 CITYGAMI LONDON: Build
Your Own Paper Skyline
by Clockwork Soldier
Here is a craft project, a diorama, and, when it’s
finished, a stand-alone piece of art.  Here, scale models
of the Royal Albert Hall, the Barbican Centre, the
National Gallery, Oxo Tower, the British Museum, One
Blackfriars, Old Billingsgate, V&A Museum, Millennium
Dome, HMS Belfast, Harrods, Design Museum, Natural
History Museum, Trellick Tower, Lloyd’s Building, Tate
Modern, City Hall, the Royal Observatory, the Globe
Theatre, Buckingham Palace, Liberty store, the Shard,
Tower Bridge, St. Paul’s Cathedral, the London Eye, the
Post Office Tower, the cheese grater, Battersea Power
Station, Westminster Cathedral, Big Ben and other
structures are presented in die-cut, pre-folded, cardstock
pages.  Clear, easy-to-follow instructions show you how
to assemble each building of approximately 10cm.
Accompanying the models are a set of 34 detachable
cards of the buildings. No scissors or glue required all in
colour. Large spiral ring binding.
£19.99 NOW £11

!!!!!
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Tomb of Lady Katherine
Grey and Edward
Seymour, Earl of Hertford,
Salisbury Cathedral

Uncovers the story
and the family
behind England’s
most obsessed-over
queen, Anne Boleyn

97678 HEIRS OF
AMBITION: The
Making of the Boleyns
by Claire Martin
The name of Boleyn is
carved deep into the heart
of British history.  Nicholas
Boleyn of Salle; Thomas
Boleyn, ‘Donsel’; Geoffrey
Boleyn, yeoman; Geoffrey
Boleyn, citizen, hatter,
mercer, merchant, sheriff,
alderman, mayor; Master
Thomas Boleyn, clerk; Lady
Boleyn, widow;  William
Boleyn, esquire, knight;
Thomas Boleyn, esquire,

knight, viscount, earl; George Boleyn, esquire, knight,
viscount; Anne Boleyn, marquess, Queen.  Together
they tell the story of lives well lived, fortunes changed,
and sons who surpassed the ambition of their fathers.
But was 15th century England really the mobile society
their story suggests?  The rules, the economy, the
society, the prejudice through which the Boleyns forged
a path began in the sheep fold and ended on the

scaffold.  From the fields
of Norfolk to the royal
court, via city commerce,
local government, liberal
education and numerous
wedding bells, the Boleyns
emerge as just one of
many newly prosperous
and ambitious families
seeking to make the best

of a changing world.  As they struggle upwards, England
is visited by famine, plague, revolt and civil war, but
also opportunity.  Struggling peasants in dirt-floored
cottages scratch a living on tiny scraps of land.  More
than half are swept away by plague while revolt soaks
the south-east in blood, but hope lies in the teeming,
timber-framed streets of London amongst ambitious
merchants who speculate and scheme.  Meagre rations
become venison pasties and straw-filled mattresses
feather beds, but some things remain the same.  Disease
has no respect for wealth; war takes sons whose lives
have barely begun.  From steady climb to bone-
breaking fall, this is far more than a prelude to the well-
trodden tale of Anne Boleyn, mother of Queen Elizabeth
I, who ended her life on the scaffold, and Henry VIII.
With plenty of footnotes, an encyclopaedic knowledge
and a compelling literary style, historian Claire Martin
traces the family through the black death, the mercantile
bustle of London, the Wars of the Roses and the ascent
of the Tudors which until now we only had the Paston
and Stonor letters to take us into the lives of late
medieval merchant families.  256 pages, family trees.
£20 NOW £8

97679 LADY
KATHERINE GREY: A
Dynastic Tragedy
by Conor Byrne
Sister of Lady Jane Grey,
Lady Katherine was
imprisoned in the Tower of
London after her secret
marriage to Edward
Seymour, dying
heartbroken at the age of
27 while being a potential
heir to Elizabeth I.  When
Elizabeth died in 1603,
James VI of Scotland, son
of the executed Mary,

Queen of Scots, succeeded her as king of England.
According to the last will and testament of Henry VIII
however, there was another candidate with ‘most
right’ to succeed Elizabeth: Edward Seymour, son of
Lady Katherine Grey.  During the early years of
Elizabeth’s reign, Katherine was regarded by many at
court as heir
presumptive.
However, she
incurred Elizabeth’s
lasting displeasure
when she secretly
married Edward
Seymour, Earl of
Hertford, and bore
him two sons. The
couple were first
imprisoned in the
Tower of London,
then separately
placed under house
arrest, never to see
one another again.
A commission
declared their
marriage unlawful
and their son
illegitimate.
Katherine was not
simply a tragic
figure, but a figure of
national and international significance, and in this
special book her dynastic importance is brought to the
forefront.  Politicians, courtiers and diplomats both in
England and on the Continent offered support for
Katherine’s claim to the throne, whether to safeguard
a protestant monarchy, to protect England’s national
interests from the ills of foreign rule, or to prevent the
succession of a candidate who threatened the interest
of another power, and many of these goals were
intertwined.  She suffered an untimely death on a cold
January morning in the Suffolk countryside, far from
the royal court in which she had once lived and loved.
288 pages, colour photos.
£20 NOW £8

97655 PROTECTOR: A
Novel of Ancient Greece
by Conn Iggulden
The heralded novel that brings
the Greco-Persian Wars to
brilliant detail, the master
storyteller brings to life the epic
battlefields.  The Battle of
Salamis: Persian King Xerxes
stands over the smoking ruins of
Athens, an army of slaves at his
back.  Come to destroy once
and for all everything that the
city stands for, he stares

pitilessly at the hopelessly outnumbered Greeks.
Veteran soldier Themistocles cannot push the Persians
back by force on land, and so he does so by stealth at
sea.  Yet he is no nobleman and the elite distrust him.
So, he must fight the invaders, fight the allies who
despise him, and fight to save his city.  Over three long
days, the greatest naval battle of the ancient world will
unfold, a bloody war between the democracy of Athens
and the tyranny of Persia.  The Battle of Plataea; less
than a year later, the Persians returned to reconquer the
Greeks.  Tens of thousands of soldiers on both sides
ready themselves for war.  For the Spartans, Plataea is
a chance to avenge their defeat at Thermopylae.  For
the people of Athens, threatened on all sides, nothing
less than the survival of democracy is at stake, and once
again Themistocles, hero of Salamis, will risk everything
to protect his country.  Iggulden tells the story on a
human scale without losing sight of the huge historical
and cultural forces at play.  397pp, fairly large print.
With military terms and map.  UK edition sells at
£29 NOW £7.50

97716 NOTHING LEFT TO
FEAR FROM HELL: A
Surreal Chronicle
by Alan Warner
Shortlisted for The Winston
Graham Historical Fiction Prize
and The Highland Book Prize.
In the aftermath of the
disastrous Battle of Culloden, a
lonely figure takes flight with a
small band of companions
through the islands and
mountains of the Hebrides.  His
name is Charles Edward Stuart:

better known today as Bonnie Prince Charlie.  He had
come to the country to take the throne.  Now he is
leaving in exile and abject defeat.  In prose that is by
turns poetic, comic, surreal, macabre, haunting and
humane, multi- award-winning author Alan Warner
traces the frantic last journey through Scotland of a man
who history will come to define for his failure.  ‘Written
in carefully crafted prose... this reimagining of Charles
Edward Stuart’s escape from Culloden is a triumph.’ -
Stuart Kelly, The Scotsman.  146 pages.
£10 NOW £5

97718 QUEEN MACBETH
by Val McDermid
Shakespeare fed us the myth of
the Macbeths as murderous
conspirators, but now Val
McDermid drags the truth out of
the shadows.  A thousand years
ago in an ancient Scottish
landscape, a woman is on the
run with her three companions -
a healer, a weaver and a seer.
The men hunting her will kill her,
because she is the only one who
stands between them and their

violent ambition.  She is no lady: she is the first queen
of Scotland, married to a king called Macbeth.  As the
net closes in, we discover a tale of passion, forced
marriage, bloody massacre and the harsh realities of
medieval Scotland.  At the heart of it is one strong,
charismatic woman, who survived loss and jeopardy to
outwit the endless plotting of a string of ruthless and
power-hungry men.  Her struggle won her a country.
But now it could cost her life.  Part of Polygon’s
DARKLAND TALES series.  134 pages.
£12 NOW £5

97708 BEYOND
SUMMERLAND
by Jenny Lecoat
In the summer of 1945, the
Liberation of Jersey has
unleashed a different kind of
war: one of suspicion, accusation
and revenge. Liberation has
unleashed a different kind of
war... What happens when
ordinary people are faced with
extraordinary choices?  Jean
Parris was a child when her
adored father was taken away

by the Nazis.  As she and her mother wait anxiously for
news, the life Jean thought she knew begins to fall
apart.  Hazel Le Tourneur has never conformed to the

97387 FANATIC HEART
by Thomas Keneally
Booker Prize winner Thomas
Keneally transports us into the
life of John Mitchel, one of the
most controversial figures of the
fight for Irish independence.
Bringing us on a vivid, page-
turning odyssey from Mitchel’s
revolutionary origins in the
depths of the Great Famine,
through exile and a troubling
political evolution, the lively
style veers between omniscience

and Mitchel’s viewpoint.  Even by the standards of his
time, Mitchel was deeply racist.  He wanted to reopen
the transatlantic slave trade 50 years after its abolition
and argued against rights for Jews who suffered similar
restrictions as Catholics did in Ireland.  A powerful
literary adventure story from the master of historical
fiction which tells of the first potato famine, Mitchel’s rise
to rebellion against the British in the 1950s, his arrest,
separation from wife of family, and forced expulsion
along with several famous cohorts to a penal colony in
Tasmania.  His wife Jenny also comes to life on the
page, bringing her family by sailing ship around the
world to join the rebel in exile only to support his daring
escape to America and their final road to freedom. 453
page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £3.50

96419 BEASTS OF A LITTLE LAND
by Juhea Kim

1917, Seoul under Japanese occupation. Ten-year-old
Jade is sold to a Pyongyang courtesan school as famine
threatens her family, where she meets orphan JungHo.

Their chance friendship grows as JungHo joins the
Korean independence movement, forcing Jade to choose
between her ambitions and risking everything for love.
From the perfumed chambers of the school to Seoul’s

glamorous cafés, their story unfolds across five decades
of Korean history. 400 pages.

£16.99 NOW £2.50
96455 SCAPEGOAT: Ovid’s Journey Out of
Exile  by Michael V. Solomon
Publius Ovidius Naso 43BC-17/18AD - Ovid - was
celebrated for his poetry and notorious for his audacity.
Befriending patricians yet subtly mocking Emperor
Augustus, he rose from provincial outsider to Rome’s
darling - and, for some, its corrupter. Banished to the
remote Black Sea, he continued to write, crafting The
Metamorphoses, a masterpiece that inspired
Shakespeare, Chaucer, and Milton. This novel follows
Ovid’s perilous journey to a Danube garrison where his
life hangs in the balance. 416 pages, paperback.
£10 NOW £3.50

96432 HESTER  by Laurie Lico Albanese
An imagined tale of the woman who inspired Hester

Prynne of The Scarlet Letter, set against the legacy of
the Salem witch trials. In 1829, newlyweds Isobel and

Edward sail from Glasgow to New England, fleeing debt
and addiction. Alone and penniless in Salem, Isobel
meets Nathaniel, a fledgling writer haunted by his

ancestors’ role in the witch trials. Drawn together, they
become storyteller and muse, enchanter and enchanted -
each shaping the other’s destiny. 322 pages, paperback.

£9.99 NOW £2

96446 MESSENGER OF MEASHAM HALL
by Anna Abney
For Nicholas Hawthorne, Catholic heir to Measham Hall,
subterfuge is part of everyday life, but there are darker
secrets even than his family’s outlawed religion.  Why is
his father so reclusive?  What became of his mother, and
his aunt Alethea? And who fatally betrayed his cousin
Matthew?  As England slides towards invasion by the
Protestant forces of Prince William of Orange Nicholas
becomes entangled in conspiracies within the court of
King James. A page-turning tale of espionage in the
years leading up to the Glorious Revolution of 1688. 294
page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £4
93131 SEEKER  by S. G. Maclean
London, 1654. Oliver Cromwell rules as Lord Protector,
and the city teems with spies, priests, soldiers, and
exiles. Damian Seeker, Cromwell’s most fearsome
agent, knows that nothing stays hidden for long. When a
celebrated captain is found murdered and Elias
Ellingworth, an outspoken critic of Cromwell’s regime, is
found standing over the bleeding body clutching a knife,
his guilt seems to be without question. Yet Seeker is not
convinced. 421pp, paperback.
£8.99 NOW £3.50
96467 WINDING STAIR by Jesse Norman
A dazzlingly learned meditation on English law and
political philosophy at the turn of the 17th century,
disguised as a gripping thriller about the feud between
two deadly rivals. Queen Elizabeth I is dying, James
waiting to become King and everywhere there is
opportunity to ascend. But who will thrive and who will
fail under the new King? Will it be the scholar Francis
Bacon whose brilliant mind is the envy of the royal
court, or his hated rival the attorney Edward Coke,
already acclaimed as the greatest lawyer of his
generation? 474 page paperback.
£10.99 NOW £4
96421 BLUE WATER by Leonora Nattrass
An 18th century whodunnit at sea. In 1795, reluctant
sailor and accidental detective Laurence Jago must
protect a vital treaty meant to keep America out of war
with Britain. When the civil servant carrying it dies and
the document disappears, Laurence faces a deadly race
aboard a ship full of eccentric travellers - including
penniless French aristocrats, an Irish actress, and a
dancing bear - to find the treaty and the murderer before
he meets a tragic ‘accident’ him
self. Inspired by the real Jay Treaty of 1794. 383 pages,
paperback.
£9.99 NOW £3.25

97087 LE FAY  by Sophie Keetch
At Camelot, Lady Morgan le Fay surveys her life: she is
safe, valued for her intelligence, and has the love and
respect of her brother King Arthur, despite a growing
conflict with Queen Guinevere.  But between the strict
rules of court, a vengeful husband intent on seizing their
son, and a jealous rival in sorcerer Merlin, Morgan
desires freedom. When a figure from her past returns,
awakening old memories and new desires, the future
she is planning becomes fraught with danger.  She
discovers dark new powers that promise control of her
life is within reach, but it’s at the risk of destroying
everything.  A feminist retelling of the story of the
formidable and misunderstood villainess Morgan le Fay,
nemesis of the sorcerer Merlin. 432 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £3.75

87788 BRING UP THE BODIES
by Hilary Mantel

Her Wolf Hall was a tour de force, but its sequel is a
leaner and more brilliant literary invention.  Bring Up

the Bodies plunges into Henry VIII’s glittering,
dangerous court. Thomas Cromwell, now Chief

Minister, navigates a treacherous web of politics and
ambition as Henry turns from Anne Boleyn to Jane
Seymour. Rumours of Anne’s infidelity put her in

Cromwell’s crosshairs, and over a few tense weeks he
must act to survive, serve his king, and secure his own
power. A masterful portrait of intrigue, betrayal, and
the human cost of ambition. 406pp, US paperback,

with Author’s Note and cast of characters.
$16 NOW £5

97088 NET FOR SMALL FISHES by Lucy Jago
Set against the Jacobean court of James I, this novel
draws on the real scandal that shook the period. At its
heart are two very different women: Frances Howard,
born into privilege but deeply unhappy, and Anne
Turner, gifted and resourceful yet facing the threat of
poverty.  When their paths cross, an unexpected
friendship forms, drawing Anne into the glittering but
perilous world of court life. Surrounded by shifting
alliances, rivalries among powerful families, and the
influence of the king’s favourites, both women seek
independence, security, and a measure of happiness.
However, their growing involvement in court politics and
personal ambition places them in increasing danger,
where desire and survival become tightly intertwined.
Spanning 332 pages, the novel explores how small
choices can have far-reaching and tragic consequences.
Paperback.
£8.99 NOW £3.50

HISTORICAL FICTION
My old grandmother always used to say,

Summer friends will melt away like summer
snows, but winter friends are friends

forever.
- George R.R. Martin, A Feast for Crows

island’s idea of perfect womanhood.  But is she the
worst kind of collaborator - an informer?  For among the
heroism and sacrifice, there has also been betrayal and
corruption.  And while the beautiful island is permanently
scarred by gun towers and bunkers, its people must
learn to live with a different kind of wound - the desire
for truth.  ‘Beyond Summerland is a beautifully written
testament to both the resilience and duplicity of human
nature’ - Ruth Hogan, author of The Keeper of Lost
Things.  From New York Times bestselling author Jenny
Lecoat.  Paperback, 264 pages.
£9.99 NOW £5

97721 THREE FIRES
by Denise Mina
As Heard on BBC Radio 4,
award-winning author Denise
Mina re-imagines the ‘Bonfire of
the Vanities’, a series of fires lit
throughout Florence at the end
of the 15th century, inspired by
the fanatical Girolamo
Savonarola.  He was a
Dominican friar living in Florence
at the tail end of the 15th
century.  An anti-corruption
campaigner, his hellfire preaching
increasingly spilled over into

tirades against all luxuries that tempted people towards
sin.  These sermons led to the infamous ‘Bonfire of the
Vanities’ - a series of fires lit throughout Florence for the
incineration of everything from books, extravagant
clothing, playing cards, musical instruments, make-up
and mirrors, to paintings, tapestries and sculptures.
Railing against the vice and avarice of the ruling Medici
family, he was instrumental in their removal from
power, and for a time became the puritanical leader of
the city.  After turning his attention to corruption in the
entire Catholic Church, he was first excommunicated and
then executed by a combination of hanging and being
burnt at the stake.  Denise Mina brings a modern take to
this fascinating historical story, drawing parallels
between the febrile atmosphere of medieval Florence
and the culture wars of the present day.  In dramatising
the life and last days of Savonarola she explores the
downfall of the original architect of cancel culture and in
the process explores the never-ending tensions between
wealth, inequality, and freedom of speech that so
dominate our modern world.  136 pages.
£10 NOW £5
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MUSIC AND DANCE
Music expresses that which cannot be put
into words and that which cannot remain

silent.
- Victor Hugo

The King of Rock ’n’ Roll is born
Wertheimer’s candid close-ups of young Elvis

97521 DANIEL KRAMER BOB DYLAN: A
Year and A Day  by Daniel Kramer
Daniel Kramer’s classic Bob Dylan portfolio captures
the artist’s transformative “big bang” year of 1964-
65.  Over the course of a year and a day, Kramer’s
extraordinary access to Bob Dylan at Woodstock, on tour, in
concert, and backstage and in the studio, early ’65 and
Forest Hills, allowed for one of the most mesmerising
photographic portfolios of any recording artist and a stunning
document of Dylan breaking through to superstardom.  With
the trademark large dark sunglasses and cool, hip clothes
and hats, and fluffy long hair, harmonica and fag, broody
good
looks
and
charm

and talent, highlights include the Lincoln Center’s Philharmonic Hall
concert with Joan Baez; the Bringing It All Back Home recording
sessions; and the now-famous concert at Forest Hills, when
Dylan’s controversial transition to electric guitar exemplified his
constant, cryptic state of becoming.  As much a document of a
seminal period of rock ‘n’ roll history as of Dylan himself, the
pictures also feature such compelling friends and collaborators as
Joan Baez, Johnny Cash, Allen Ginsberg, and Albert Grossman.
A curated selection of more than 100 images, including outtakes
from the Bringing It All Back Home album cover shoots.  With
stories throughout the book by Kramer, this is at once an intimate
and evocative testament to a seminal photographer, to a
particular point in time, and to an exceptional, mysterious artist at
the moment his career went global. 14 x 20cm, 192 pages all with
full page quality mono photos and short text.  New from Taschen.
ONLY £15

97518 ALFRED WERTHEIMER ELVIS AND THE BIRTH OF ROCK
AND ROLL  by Alfred Wertheimer
“Elvis who?” was photographer Alfred Wertheimer’s response when, in early 1956,
RCA Victor asked him to photograph an up-and-coming crooner from Memphis.  Little
did Wertheimer know that this would be the job of his life: just 21 years old, Elvis
Presley was, as we now know, about to become a legend.  A fly on the wall in
Presley’s presence,
Wertheimer took nearly 3,000
photographs of Elvis that
year.  Extraordinary in its
intimacy and scope,
Wertheimer’s Elvis project
immortalised a young man in
the very process of making
history.  With his immaculate
quiff and beautiful face and
slim body, well dressed, Elvis
is captured in quality photos
of him resting in a diner, on a
long train ride between
engagement, in the recording
studio giving every song his
all, greeting a young fan
outside a theatre with a
warm, heartbreaking smile,
eyes smouldering into the camera with what looks like eyeliner rimming his
expressive eyes, strutting on stage with his guitar and band, buying a new shirt,
browsing magazines and more. This special new publication also includes a selection
of his historic 1958 pictures of the star being shipped off to an army base in
Germany.  Each chapter is illustrated with a poster by Hatch Show Print, one of the

oldest letterpress print shops in America, which created many early Elvis posters in the 1950s.  Packed with some
colour and mostly quality mono photos. 14 x 20cm, 192 pages.  New from Taschen.
ONLY £15

Backstage with Johnny Cash, New
Brunswick, New Jersey Feb 10 1965.

97609 BEATLES: SGT.
PEPPER’S LONELY
HEARTS CLUB BAND
JOURNAL: Replica Vinyl
Record and Notebook
by The Beatles
This 193 page durable
hardback lined notebook
comes with a replica 33-rpm
vinyl reissue of the Beatles’

iconic 1967 album Sgt. Pepper’s
Lonely Hearts Club tucked inside the record

sleeve of the journal with its original label art and song
list for display. On side 1, the title song is followed by
McCartney’s catchy “With a little help from my friends”,

featuring Ringo on
lead vocals, and the
glorious psychedelic
outburst that is
Lennon’s “Lucy in
the sky with
diamonds”. Also on
this side, the
plaintive “She’s

leaving home” and Lennon on top enigmatic form with
“For the benefit of Mr Kite”. Then on side 2, more classic
tracks including “When I’m sixty-four”, “Lovely Rita” and
“A Day in the Life”, among other timeless creations.
20cm square. Unmissable.
£16.99 NOW £8

97636 STONE AGE:
The Explosive Truth
About the Rolling
Stones
by Lesley-Ann Jones
Acclaimed rock journalist
Lesley-Ann Jones has
authored biographies of
Lennon, Bowie and
Mercury, and when she
turns her attention to the
Stones the result is an in-
depth view of their place
in rock history together
with revealing vignettes
of their lives. When
Richards and Jagger
started making serious
money from songwriting,

Mick splashed out on an Aston Martin while Keith bought
a luxury farmhouse, Redlands, which he still maintains as
a UK base. Needless to say the drugs were flowing
feely and the Redlands bust of 1967 is the one that
made the biggest headlines, with Marianne Faithfull (an
archetypal rock woman, “daring, damaged and frail”)
centre-stage wrapped in an orange bedspread. Bob
Dylan himself has been appreciative of the Stones’s
place in rock history: “They are truly the greatest
rock’n’roll band in  the world, and always will be - they
were the first and last, and no-one’s ever done it better”.
“Satisfaction” was a classic from the moment when it
was born, its sneery lyrics raging against the confining
attitudes of the older generation towards the sex lives of
the young. Legendarily, Keith Richards recorded the riff
in the middle of the night and woke with no recollection
of it. In the 80s Keith struggled free of drug dependence
and the author analyses the changes brought about in
the rock world after Live Aid in 1985. Superficially the
baton moved on to Queen, but underlying the creative
vibe was the hijacking of rock by the corporate world,
while promotional videos and merchandise launched the
celebrity culture. The albums “Exile on Main Street” and
“Goats Head Soup” made an impact in the 70s but by
1981 “Tattoo You” marks the beginning of a decline,
though it’s a favourite with the author. Touring,
recording, publishing, changing partners, the Stones
stayed on the road, even after the death of Charlie
Watts, the dignified drummer who played without
swagger but with the authentic feel. Paperback 388
pages, timeline, colour and monochrome photos.
£9.99 NOW £5

97300 DAVE BRUBECK: A Life In Time
by Philip Clark
A major investigative biography of jazz legend Dave
Brubeck, best known for “Take Five,” this book draws
on unprecedented access to the musician during a 2003
British tour, alongside extensive new research.  Built
around a long, candid interview with Brubeck himself,
it explores his career from the groundbreaking “classic
quartet” era to his collaborations and encounters with
figures such as Duke Ellington, Louis Armstrong,
Charlie Parker and Miles Davis. Woven throughout are
cameo appearances from a host of unlikely figures from
Sting, Ray Manzarek of The Doors, and Keith
Emerson, Dizzy Gillespie, Count Basie, to John Cage,
Leonard Bernstein, Harry Partch, and Edgard Varèse.
It also examines the complexities of his legacy-
balancing his mainstream popularity with his musical
innovation - and traces the creation and impact of his
most famous works, particularly his collaboration with
saxophonist Paul Desmond. 445 pages, with illus.
£22.99 NOW £7.50

97417 SHOWS THAT
NEVER ENDS: The Rise
and Fall of Prog Rock
by David Weigel
Progressive rock was
epitomised by such classic
rock bands as Yes, Genesis,
Pink Floyd, Jethro Tull and
Emerson, Lake & Palmer,
along with successors such as
Rush, Marillion, Asia, Styx,
and the stagecraft lampooned
in the brilliant spoof movie
This is Spinal Tap.  The book
“works as an invitation to

explore the dark corners of prog rock: its international
reach, its cultish esotericism and its fondness for
ostentatious album covers...” - The Economist. It looks
at the music’s complexity, experimentalism and
creativity, and how it rose from such precursors as the
Beach Boys’ Pet Sounds and the Beatles St Pepper.
The author traces Prog’s popularity from the massive
success of Procol Harem’s Whiter Shade of Pale and the
Moody Blues’ Nights In White Satin in 1967.  He reveals
how the bestselling epochal albums were made including
The Dark Side of the Moon, Thick as A Brick and
Tubular Bells, and explores the rise of new instruments
such as the synthesiser, melotron and famously the
double-neck guitar.  There are contributions by
producers, impresarios and technicians, the likes of
Richard Branson, Brian Eno and Bob Moog.  With such
insider access to all the key figures, The Washington
Post national reporter David Weigel tells the story with
the gusto and insight Prog Rock’s fans (and its haters)
will relish.  Along the way, he explains exactly how it
arose from psychedelia and heavy metal, why it
dominated the album charts, and what fuels its resurgent
popularity today.  It has been described as the
deliciously decadent genre that punks failed to kill.  This
higher art form now has a huge nostalgia factory and
many of these bands are still touring. 346 pages, eight
pages of action stage and studio photos.
£20.99 NOW £7

97389 FREAKS OUT!
Weirdos, Misfits and
Deviants  by Luke
Haines
Subtitled ‘The Rise and Fall of
Righteous Rock ‘n’ Roll’,
chapters include how Elvis’s
quiff knocked out Johnnie
Ray, the psychedelic dawn of
Hank B Marvin and the
Shadows, how the Beatles
ruined everything for
everyone forever, Mad Bob
from Margate, psychedelic
Morris Men, and more. The
book refers to all pop music
created from the 1950s

onwards, and it is very funny.  In this ultimate
celebration of freakdom, Haines tells the story of pivotal
freaks - including Johnnie Ray, Gene Vincent, Hank
Marvin, Syd Barrett, the Incredible String Band and Big
Youth - through the prism of rock ‘n’ roll and explains
how freaks infiltrated wider culture through history in the
form of the Cathars, the Ranters, Hells Angels and the
Yippies.  Part memoir, part manifesto. 303 pages.
£22 NOW £6.50

96791 PLEASE PLEASE TELL ME NOW
by Stephen Davis

Traces the rise of one of the 1980s most iconic bands.
From Hungry Like the Wolf and Girls on Film to Rio

and their James Bond theme A View to a Kill, Duran
Duran combined striking looks with serious musicianship
to become pop superstars.  Davis charts their journey

from the post-war British malaise that gave rise to both
punk and new wave, through their MTV-fuelled fame,

Live Aid headline appearance, and glamorous
friendships. By the end of the 1980s, the band had sold

60 million albums; today that figure exceeds 100
million.  Despite some minor factual errors Davis’ book

draws on 2004. 368 pages, mono photos.
£25 NOW £3  SAVE £22!

97385 EVERYBODY’S
DOIN’ IT
by Dale Cockrell
Subtitled ‘Sex, Music and
Dancing In New York, 1840-
1917’, shake your booty along
with this energetic book.  It is
the eye-opening story of
popular music’s 70-year rise in
the brothels, dance halls, and
dives of New York City.  The
Virginia Minstrels, Juba,
Stephen Foster, Irving Berlin
and his hit “Alexander’s
Ragtime Band,” and the

Original Dixieland Jass Band all played a part in
popularising startling new sounds. Musicologist Dale
Cockrell recreates this ephemeral underground world by
mining tabloids, newspapers, court records of police
busts, lurid exposés, journals, and illuminates the how,
why, and where of America’s popular music and its
buoyant journey from the dangerous Five Points of
downtown to the interracial black and tans of Harlem.
With an appendix on songs identified by Committee
Fourteen Agents 1913-1917.  270 pages, well illus.
£19.99 NOW £6.50

97390 FROM MOHAIR SUITS TO KINKY
BOOTS  by Geoff Deane

As the lead singer of Modern Romance he toured the
world, as the screenwriter of Kinky Boots he conquered
Hollywood, now comes Geoff Deane’s latest act as a

quite brilliant and witty raconteur in his hilarious memoir.
Geoff has been a fly-pitcher working out of a suitcase

and flogged suits on Brick Lane market in London’s East
End. He was the singer in a much-loved culty punk band
the Leyton Buzzards, a floppy-haired pop star in Modern
Romance, a songwriter, and record producer.  He wrote
a gay anthem for John Waters’ drag queen muse Divine,

worked as journalist and restaurant critic for style
magazines The Face and Arena, before becoming a

successful writer and producer of TV comedy.  And then
he wrote a couple of films, one of which, Kinky Boots,
became a Tony Award-winning Broadway stage show.
This is the tale of life lived large as a clothes-obsessed

Jewish suedehead, hanging out in Tottenham dancehalls,
via straight Bowie Boy frequenting London’s gay clubs,
gender confusion in Manhattan’s Studio 54, and on to

huge career success as a screenwriter. With a cast
ranging from local oddballs to international celebrities.

264 pages.
£16.99 NOW £5

97084 IN PERFECT HARMONY: Singalong Pop
In ’70s Britain  by Will Hodgkinson
Rock on! A Telegraph, Guardian and Virgin Radio Book
of the Year.  In 1970, pop was in trouble. The Beatles
were no more. Pink Floyd devoted themselves to
progressive epics. While bands such as the Eagles and
Fleetwood Mac were ruling the albums chart, the singles
chart was swinging along to the tune of million-selling
blockbusters teaching the world to sing by The New
Seekers, the likes of Brotherhood of Man, Clive Dunn’s
Grandad, the Sweet with bubblegum rock and the
Wombles. Marc Bolan was the first major pop star to
abandon the hippie underground and go for the kids,
dazzling young audiences with glitter and wizardry. And
there was the art school sophistication of David Bowie
and Roxy Music to the teenage rampage of Mud and
Suzi Quatro. These were the songs you heard on Radio
1, during Saturday-night TV, at youth clubs, down the
pub and emanating from your parents’ record player.
Take a journey through the most colour-saturated era in
music, examining the core themes and camp spectacles.
16 pages of colour and mono glam photos. 565 page
paperback.
£12.99 NOW £5.75
97301 DAVID BOWIE RAINBOWMAN: 1967-
1980  by Jerome Soligny
“David Bowie played saxophone, guitar and a bit of
piano, but above all, he played musicians.” The crucial
formative years of Bowie’s early career are explored in
this big tribute to the musical legend. A general
introduction describes the young David Jones’s debut
playing the sax,
followed by apprentice
years with The Manish
Boys, The Lower Third
and The Buzz. Finally in
1967 Bowie decides to
be his own manager,
which is where the
story begins. Iggy Pop
comments that he sees
a lot of himself in The
Rise and Fall of Ziggy
Stardust and the
Spiders From Mars,
while Mick Ronson as
guitarist is not amused
at having to wear
skintight sequinned
trousers and engage in
fake sex. Diamond
Dogs was launched in
1974 and was rewarded with great critical acclaim. In
1980, a blockbuster year, Scary Monsters comes out at
the same time as Bowie opens in the lead role of
Elephant Man on Broadway. 150 interviews with the
musicians, producers and friends who knew Bowie best,
including Robert Fripp, Hermione Farthingale, Lou Reed,
George Underwood, Mick Ronson, Carlos Alomar,
Trevor Bolder, Mike Garson, Woody Woodmansey and
many, many others.  704pp, photos in black and while
and colour.
£30 NOW £9  SAVE £21!

MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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97005 KING’S
SINGERS - SIMPLE
GIFTS CD
by The King’s
Singers
After a gap of 15 years
The King’s Singers made
this rather special full a
cappella studio album.
Possessing wonderful
vocal harmony coupled
with the impeccable
style for which the group

is justly famous, each of the 16 tracks on the album has
earned its place because of its great melody: covering
classic pop ballads, spirituals and folksongs.  Track listing:
Always A Woman, You Can Close Your Eyes,
Greensleeves (this is so beautiful!), Gift To Be Simple,
Swing Low, Helplessly Hoping, Deep River, Black Is
The Color, I Love My Love, The Water Is Wide, When
She Loved Me, s �Valparaiso, Turtle Dove, April Come
She Will, Steal Away, New Day.  48 minutes on
bargain CD.
ONLY £7  BACK IN STOCK
97008 ON WENLOCK EDGE: Andrew Kennedy
(Tenor) CD Vaughan Williams, Venables,
Gurney
by The Dante Quartet, Simon Crawford Philips
‘ Kennedy’s young tenor sounds utterly at ease in this
CD of Housman settings by VW, Ivor Gurney and Ian
Venables - his musicianship is appealing, and the Dante
Quartet accompany with gusto’ - The Times.  Tracks:
Vaughan Williams: On Wenlock Edge - On Wenlock
Edge, From far, from eve & morning, Is my team
ploughing, Oh, when I was in love with you, Bredon
Hill, Clun.  Gurney: Ludlow & Theme - When smoke
stood up from Ludlow, Fair in a western brookland, Tis
time, I think, by Wenlock town, Ludlow Fair, On the idle
hill of summer, When I was one ant twenty, The Lent
Lily.  Venables, I: Songs of Eternity and Sorrow, Op. 36
- Easter Hymn, When green buds hang in the elm like
dust, Oh who is that young sinner?, Because I liked you
better.  Total running time 57 minutes on CD.
ONLY £7

96510 CRYSTAL
VISIONS: The Very
Best of Stevie Nicks
CD  by Stevie Nicks
Released in 2007, the
unmistakably
Californian ethereal and
poignant voice of one of
the lead vocalists of
Fleetwood Mac, at the
height of her solo
career.  The 16 tracks
begin and end with her

classic Edge Of Seventeen and ends with a live
version of it from 2006 with the Melbourne Symphony
Orchestra.  Also includes I Can’t Wait, Sorcerer, Stop
Draggin’ My Heart Around (with Tom Petty and the
Heartbreakers), Silver Springs (2001 Remaster) with
Fleetwood Mac, Dreams (with Deep Dish), Rhiannon
Live 2005, Talk To Me, Stand Back, Planets of the
Universe and Leather And Lace performed with Don
Henley among them. Bargain price CD.
ONLY £9.50
95831 US AND THEM: The Authorised Story
of Hipgnosis  by Mark Blake
Tells the story of the young Storm Thorgerson and
Aubrey ‘Po’ Powell, who in the mid-1960s discovered
the Beat Generation alongside Roger Waters, David
Gilmour, and Syd Barrett. Drawing inspiration from
artists like Roger Dean - who designed their first business
card and future Yes album sleeves - they went on to
create some of the most iconic imagery in rock history.
Memorable works include 10cc’s How Dare You! (1976),
Wishbone Ash’s Argus (1972), and the infamous Sex
Pistols-baiting Pink Floyd sweatshirt of 1977. Remember
the heyday of the album and music video era. 382
pages, softback, colour photos.
£14.99 NOW £2.75

96359 BROTHERS  by Alex Van Halen
The first authentic account from rock legend Alex Van,
offering a close-up look at the Van Halen brothers and

the band’s early years.  Alex recounts his childhood, first
in the Netherlands and later in working-class Pasadena,

California, with an itinerant musician father and an
Indonesian-born mother. He shares stories of musical
rivalries, band politics, bad-boy antics, and the deep

bond of brotherhood that shaped their lives.  The
memoir explores Eddie Van Halen’s genius and

revolutionary approach to the electric guitar, while
reflecting on the immigrant experience in America, with
all its intersections of race and class. Spanning the years

up to 1984 told with warmth, humour, and rock-filled
anecdotes. 230 pages, colour photos.
£22 NOW £3.50  SAVE £18.50!

96033 LEAVING THE BUILDING
by Eamonn Forde
‘The Lucrative Afterlife of Music Estates’ featuring
interviews with some of the biggest music estates in
history (Michael Jackson, Elvis Presley, David Bowie,
Jimi Hendrix, Whitney Houston) the book looks at the
importance of the Will, complex companies and trusts,
debts, charitable donations, ‘The second marriage
tinderbox’, DNA tests, when a bank runs the estate, the
elegant renaissance of Nick Drake and Eva Cassidy,
branding, policing bootlegs, stepping into Prince’s private
world, museums and property, management and
lawyers, rights and catalogues, historic sexual abuse
claims and litigation. 502 pages.
£20 NOW £4  SAVE £16!

95943 STORY OF THE FACE: The
Magazine that Changed Culture
by Paul Gorman
When the music journalist Nick Logan moved on
from New Musical Express and Smash Hits to launch a
new monthly magazine The Face, he was making a
cultural statement. Funding the first issue himself in an
era of global uncertainty, Logan decided to give
photography a major element and very few ads. The
first issue majored on The Clash, with a cover photo of
Specials frontman Jerry Dammers emerging from a dim
basement and included a feature by Ian Dury on Elvis
Presley.  Julie Burchill was on board from the beginning.
Bowie became a regular cover face and others would
feature Boy George, Bob Marley, Bjork, Kate Moss,
Robbie Williams, Christian Slater and other influencers.
Britpop was a game-changer in the mid-90s, and the
magazine weathered the notorious Jason Donovan
lawsuit. The prestigious Mark Boxer award revived their
fortunes, but by the end of the 90s Logan was looking to
bail out. 24 x 30cm, 352pp, softback, colour.
$50 NOW £14

96369 FLEETWOOD MAC
EVERYWHERE by Mike Evans

Charts the full trajectory of one of rock’s most
enduring and iconic bands. Emerging from John
Mayall’s Bluesbreakers in the late 1960s, Peter Green,
Mick Fleetwood, and John McVie formed Fleetwood
Mac, scoring early UK success with their debut album
and the instrumental hit Albatross.  The addition of
Lindsey Buckingham and Stevie Nicks propelled the

band to superstardom, with Fleetwood Mac (1975) and
the landmark Rumours (1977) cementing their place in

rock history. Known as much for their music as for their
legendary rock-star excesses, Fleetwood Mac maintained
prominence through later releases like Tango in the Night

(1987) and celebrated reunions in 2018.  This
comprehensive compendium offers a song-by-song

account of their career, featuring hundreds of rare and
iconic colour photos, many previously unseen, across

large, glamorous pages. 18 × 15cm.
£30 NOW £6.50  SAVE £23.50!

96489 LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL
by Kenney Jones
Tells the story of a drummer at the heart of three of
rock’s most iconic bands. Starting as a 16-year-old in the
Small Faces, forming the Faces with Rod Stewart, and
later joining The Who after Keith Moon, Kenney’s unique
rhythm drove some of the most electrifying music of the
’60s, ’70s, and beyond.  From post-war East London to
the Mod revolution, raucous ’70s parties, and encounters
with the Beatles, Stones, David Bowie, and countless
rock legends, Kenney shares his six-decade career with
honesty, warmth, and wit. Also covering his later
success with The Jones Gang and the US chart-topping
single ‘Angel,’ this memoir is a vivid, immersive journey
through the people, parties, music, and passions. 368
pages.
$29.99 NOW £7.50

!!!!!

97654 POST-TRUTH
by Lee McIntyre
‘From the MIT’s Essential
Knowledge series, this slender
volume looks at one of the
most disturbing trends of our
time - the increasing dismissal
of science, evidence, facts and
truth itself. The author gives us
an intelligent account of why it
has happened and a compelling
reminder that we should fight
back against this dangerous
nihilistic idea.’ - Fareed Zakaria,

CNN.  McIntyre takes us on a philosophical tour
demonstrating that what is really under assault here is
the very method by which we ascertain truth or get to
the truth.  The phenomenon of ‘post-truth’ rocketed to
public attention when the Oxford Dictionary named it as
2016’s Word of the Year.  If Donald Trump could claim,
without evidence, that if he lost the election it would be
because it was rigged against him, did facts and truth
even matter anymore?  And since then things have only
got worse.  Why do feelings now have more weight
than evidence?  216 pages with pull quotes. Apologies
for remainder mark. Paperback.
£11 NOW £4 97381 DEVIL’S BEST

TRICK: A History of Evil
by Randall Sullivan
Sullivan investigates
historical, religious and
cultural conceptions of evil,
from Biblical times to
European witch hunts to the
devil-worshipping ‘Black
Mass’ ceremony.  He travels
to Mexico to participate in the
‘Hour of the Witches’, an
annual ceremony in which
hundreds of people
congregate in the jungle
south of Vera Cruz to
negotiate terms with El

Diablo.  He takes us through the most famous exorcism
in American history and delivers original reporting on the
shocking story of a small town in Texas that, in 1988,
unravelled into paranoia and panic after a 17 year-old
boy was found hanging from a tree and rumours about
Satanic worship and cults flourished.  Nimble and
expertly researched, the book brilliantly melds cultural
and historical commentary with a suspenseful true-crime
narrative. It looks at exorcisms and atrocities in recent
times including the capture and rape of Catholic nuns in
Bosnia and apparitions of the Virgin Mary. 333 pages.
£20 NOW £6.50
96460 TERRIBLY SERIOUS ADVENTURE:
Philosophy at Oxford 1900-60
by Nikhil Krishnan
This engaging account of early 20th century Oxford
blends biography with philosophy, often spirited and
wry. A new generation of thinkers - including Gilbert
Ryle, J. L. Austin, Elizabeth Anscombe, and Iris Murdoch
- questioned philosophy’s role in a world shadowed by
fascism and war, exploring language with fresh
watchfulness and self-awareness.  The book traces
friendships and rivalries, shared concerns, and passionate
disagreements, also featuring figures such as R. G.
Collingwood, Isiah Berlin, R. M. Hare, Mary Midgley,
Philippa Foot and Peter Strawson.  400 pages.
£20 NOW £7
96470 ART OF THE CROSS
by Mary Emmerling
An iconic symbol long before Christianity, the cross has
appeared in cultures across the world - as a religious
emblem, protective charm, and decorative motif. From
the Tau cross of Thor in Scandinavia to the vertical and
horizontal bars of India representing celestial and earthly
states, its meaning is as varied as the people who
embraced it.  Pagans, Celts, Christians, and Native
cultures have all been drawn to its power and energy.
Loved for its beauty and craftsmanship, the cross
appears in hand-woven rugs, silver jewellery,
beadwork, candleholders, leatherwork, and architecture.
This book also explores Southwest Native, Mexican, and
Spanish interpretations of this enduring symbol of faith,
protection, and devotion.  128 pages, 21.6cm square,
softback, illuminated.
$21.99 NOW £4.50

96785 CHAUCER’S BIBLICAL POETICS
by Lawrence Besserman

Besserman demonstrates how Chaucer’s complex, often
self-reflexive engagement with the Bible responded
creatively to the religious, literary, and philosophical

upheavals of 14th century England. He explores biblical
quotations in works such as the Parson’s Tale and

Melibee, and examines how characters like the Wife of
Bath, the Summoner, and the Pardoner use - or misuse -
the scriptures, with further reference to the Nun’s Priest’s

Tale.  The book provides a bibliographical survey, a
review essay on studies of Chaucer’s biblical references,
and an index of the pervasive biblical diction, imagery,

and themes throughout his works.  352 pages,
paperback.

£24.95 NOW £3  SAVE £21.95!

96784 VIRGIN MARY CONSPIRACY
by Graham Phillips

Sub-titled: The True Father of Christ and The Tomb of
the Virgin. Graham Phillips investigates one of

Christianity’s most enduring mysteries: what became of
the Virgin Mary after the Crucifixion - and who was
Jesus’ true father. Challenging Church dogma on the
Assumption, he examines historical and archaeological
evidence pointing to Mary’s tomb, from Jerusalem’s
Valley of Jehosaphat to Ephesus, and even to a 4th-
century manuscript suggesting she was taken to an

island off Britain.  Phillips also explores the controversial
theory that Jesus was the heir of Herod, shedding light
on his title, ‘King of the Jews.’ Richly illustrated with

archive photos of sacred sites including the Tomb of the
Virgin, the Chapel of the Annunciation, the Grotto of the

Nativity, and the Judean wilderness. 304 page
paperback.

$18 NOW £4
96899 HEIRS TO FORGOTTEN KINGDOMS
by Gerard Russell
‘Journeys into the Disappearing Religions of the Middle
East’.  Here former diplomat Gerard Russell lives
alongside the Mandaeans and Yazidis of Iraq, the
Zoroastrians of Iran, the Copts of Egypt, the Druze, the
Samaritans, the Kalasha and others.  He learns their
histories, participates in their rituals, and comes to
understand the threats to their communities.  Historically
a tolerant faith, Islam has, since the early 20th century,
witnessed the rise of militant, extremist sects. This
development, along with the rippling effects of Western
invasion, now pose existential threats to these minority
faiths.  And as more and more of their youth flee to the
West in search of greater freedoms and job prospects,
these religions face the dire possibility of extinction.
Russell provides an essential record of the past, present,
and perilous future.  367 pages, archive photos.
£20 NOW £8

97069 CELTIC BLESSINGS
by Laurence Wareing
50 meditations, blessings and
prayers from Ireland, Scotland
and Wales on birth, death and
everything else that comes in
between, as well as comments
on the rhythms of everyday life.
Running through the lives of the
Celtic saints as a sense of
connection with the natural
world.  Chapters include Facing
the Day, For Every Task is a
Blessing, Prayers on the Way,
Ever Present Dangers and Hope

in the Darkness. Written well over 1000 years ago, the
Celtic saints and their followers who penned them
reflected not just the cares and concerns of their own
times, but also gave voice to universal hopes, fears, joys
and anxieties that are as much part of modern existence
as they were in the Dark Ages. 96 page silver gilt
decorated paperback with fine woodcut illus.
£7.99 NOW £3.50
97070 CELTIC SAINTS by Laurence Wareing
From the goddess-nun Brigid and absent-minded
Cainnech to severe ascetics such as Columbanus and
Baldred, together they demonstrate a close connection
with the natural world, an astonishing self-discipline and,
above all, a rigorous commitment to what it meant to be
‘pilgrims for Christ’. Establishing a network of influential
monastic communities, they travelled from the Atlantic
fringes of Ireland, Wales and Cornwall through Scotland
and northern England, and deep into continental Europe,
reshaping the religious life of all they met. Names
brought back from the past include Brigid, Ninian,
Patrick, Kessog,  Finian of Clonard, Columba, Caten and
Blane, Brendan, Ebba, Cuthbert and Baldred. 96 page
silver gilt decorated paperback with fine woodcut illus.
£7.99 NOW £3.50

RELIGION AND
PHILOSOPHY

Come to me, all you who are weary and
burdened, and I will give you rest.

- Matthew 11:28

97624 GREAT CHURCHES OF LONDON
by Derry Brabbs
Renowned photographer Derry Brabbs delves
into the dim recesses of 42 London churches to
bring us the gasp-out-loud architectural
splendour and the fascinating details we might
well not notice for ourselves. The great fire of
1666 changed the face of the City completely,
giving the opportunity for Christopher Wren,
together with his assistant Nicholas
Hawksmoor, to create masterpiece after
masterpiece. Among the relatively few
medieval churches to survive the conflagration
was St Bartholomew the Great which gives its
name to the nearby Bart’s Hospital. Founded in
1123 as a thank-offering by a courtier of Henry
I, the magnificent centre of the church has
Romanesque arches, while the aisles are
adorned with art from both the medieval and
modern periods, including Damien Hirst’s
controversial statue of St Bartholomew. Also
from the Romanesque period, the Temple Church is one of the country’s rare round
churches. St Katharine Cree on Leadenhall Street was one of many monastic
churches dissolved by Henry VIII and the 1628 rebuilding was dedicated by
Archbishop William Laud, a supporter of Charles I who, like the King, was later
condemned to execution. St Stephen’s Walbrook was Wren’s own church and is justly
famed as a baroque masterpiece, creating an illusion of depth and space in restricted

area. A notable Hawksmoor church is St Mary Woolnoth, with an underground station sign on its facade and the
pillars of its square box interior set off by intricate gold-leaf scrolling. Among the glories of Victorian Anglo-Catholic
architecture is All Saints’ Margaret Street, built by William Butterfield with later decorative additions by Ninian
Comper, while at St Augustine’s Kilburn the leading neo-Gothic architect J. L. Pearson created a vaulted chancel
unrivalled in its majestic design and decoration. Lutyens’s St Jude on the Hill in Hampstead Garden Suburb heralds a
new century, and the fortress-like St Saviour, Eltham, is unmistakably of the 1930s, while the Lumen United
Reformed church on Tavistock Place continues 20th century austerity with its conical glass chapel and stunning
resurrection window. 272 pp, colour photos on every page.
£35 NOW £15  SAVE £20!

95989 GRAIL ALCHEMY by Mara Freeman
‘Initiation in the Celtic Mystery Tradition’. Freeman traces
the Grail’s journey from the sacred vessel of the Celtic
goddess to the Cup of Christ, revealing a spiritual path
rooted in the mysteries of the Goddess, the Grail, and the
Sword. Drawing on folk traditions, medieval Arthurian
romances, alchemy, and the wisdom of Glastonbury’s
mystics, she offers a practical workbook of exercises,
visualisations, and rituals designed to restore the divine
feminine.  Through encounters with the Cauldron of
Rebirth, the Chalice of Healing, the Sword of Light, and
the Holy Grail, readers are guided to spiritually
transformative experiences. 278-page softback illus.
£16.99 NOW £2.50

!!!!!
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97445 MY ADORABLE
CAT JOURNAL: A
Journal and Keepsake
Book
by Chronicle Books
Calling all cat parents! The
inset front cover allows you
to insert your favourite cat
picture in the envelope front
cover cutaway!  A spin-off
on the traditional baby book,
this one-of-a-kind guided
journal invites cat mums and
dads to celebrate their sweet

kitty (no matter the age) in words and pictures,
resulting in a cherished keepsake. With amusing
prompts like Average hours sleeping per day and
playful illustrations, record all the precious moments
and paw prints, and your details and memories with
kitty on colourful lined pages.  Pets, and particularly
cats, will always be a big part of our lives. There’s
something lovely about gifting it to someone who’s just
adopted or bought a cat or indeed for keeping your
fond memories alive for when kitty passes away. 13.5
x 18.5cm. Lovely colour illus, 112 pages.
£13.99 NOW £5.25

97019 FOLLOW MY
LEAD by Emily Gill
Subtitled ‘UK Walking
Adventures For You And
Your Dog’, from breathtaking
coastal paths and beautiful
unspoilt beaches that stretch
for miles, to historic cities,
picturesque market towns,
stunning marshlands, and
charming countryside, use
this book to sniff out the best
dog friendly hotspots and
enjoy some exciting
adventures with your four-
legged friend and create
memories you will both
treasure for a lifetime.  Here
are tips on the best places to
eat and stay as well as
recommendations of where to
find new activities like dog
friendly seal boat trips in
Norfolk, indoor play areas
designed exclusively for dogs

in Manchester, and scenic narrow gauge railways in
Gwynedd. 35 locations arranged geographically with
colour photos.  2025, 272 page softback. Colour photos.
£14.99 NOW £3.50

IT’S LIGHTS OUT AND AWAY WE GO!

97677GRAND
PRIX’S WINNING
COLOURS
by Mick Hill
A visual history of 70
years of the Formula 1
World Championship,
Mick Hill’s colourful
book is packed with his
signature artwork, and
skilfully showcases the
cars, drivers and designers that have contributed to the history of
Formula 1.  Beginning with the flags for hosting countries, it shows
every winning car with details of races won plus drivers’ helmets, from
historic leather caps to modern carbon fibre.  Add to this the world
championship stickers from teams and sponsors, a memento for fans of the race

meetings they attended.  During his career, Mick Hill has been involved in technical illustration for Ford Motor
Company, Honda, Mazda and Toyota and worked with F1 teams such as McLaren, Lotus, Williams, Jordan and
Midland F1, producing a wide variety of illustrations from cutaways to exploded views that have appeared in
many motoring publications worldwide.  Here are page after page of glorious colour images on glossy white
paper organised chronologically from a stunning bright red 1950 Alfa Romeo 158 designed by Giuseppe Farina
which firmly put F1 on the map of great sports.  Here is an era of bravery, sportsmanship and immense skill
with drivers battling it out wheel to wheel in front-engined cars with no seatbelts or roll bars.  They drove inches
from death on tracks with no safety barriers.  Super charts show for example the 1950-59 seasons race by race
and how each country performed, and a magnificent gallery continues with the best of the best with drivers like
Britain’s Jim Clark in his 1964 Lotus 25, Graham Hill in the 1968 Lotus 49 Goldleaf, René Arnoux in his 1983
Ferrari 126C3 right through to Max Verstappen in the 2019 Red Bull RB15 and hundreds more up to 2020.
Beautifully designed, a one-of-a-kind book.  192 pages, 21 x 26.5cm and one for every fan.
£32 NOW £12  SAVE £20!

97148 THE FORMULA
by Joshua Robinson and Jonathon Clegg
F1 is now the fastest growing sports business in the world and a multimillion dollar global
media juggernaut. At the heart of the story is the dramatic end of Bernie Ecclestone’s
decades-long reign and the arrival of Liberty Media, led by executives such as Chase
Carey and later Stefano Domenicali, whose radical vision rewired Formula One for a
digital, fan-driven age. Along the way, the book introduces the larger-than-life figures who
define modern F1: team principals like Toto Wolff and Christian Horner, superstar drivers
including Lewis Hamilton and Max Verstappen, and the engineers, strategists and
executives who operate at the sharpest edge of competition.  From boardroom battles and
rule changes to personal rivalries and billion-dollar gambles, feuds and audacious gambles
all set against the backdrop of the world’s most glamorous locations and storytelling
became inseparable.  291 page paperback.
£10.99 NOW £5

97492 FORMULA 1 THE
KNOWLEDGE: Records and Trivia
Since 1950
by David Hayhoe
The first edition of this book was groundbreaking:
an entire book dedicated to F1 records and trivia,
which proved hugely popular with F1 enthusiasts
and fans of racing statistics.  This new second
edition is fully updated, with up-to-date stats, and
an extended narrative including many amusing,
and some serious, stories from the history of F1.
There are performance records of every driver,
every car constructor, and every engine make to
have taken part, a detailed insight into the variety
of qualifying procedures throughout the years, a
summary of regulation changes since 1950 and a
quick reference guide to every grand prix result.

Performances are analysed by nationality, youngest/oldest, fastest/slowest, consecutive wins, poles, most wins at
different circuits, and lots more.  It’s not just focused on drivers and cars, but circuits, engines and tyres too.  A
comprehensive photographic section depicts the changing scene of Formula 1 since its inception in 1950.  This book
will be an invaluable reference book, that will both entertain and provide definitive data at your fingertips.  What
reviewers said about the 1st edition: “The most comprehensive compilation of Formula 1 ever. Simply outstanding -
you may know a lot about F1 - but here you have more, completely undiscovered items, oceans of F1 trivia to
explore.” - Gran Turismo, Sweden.  “Essential for the ‘geek’ library all Formula 1. A new way of understanding
F1.” - Auto-Hebdo Sports, Spain.  “Weird triumphs, heroic failures, unfeasible stats, beyond belief coincidences! It’s
the story of F1 like you’ve never read it before. A fest of nerdy entertainment as well as definitive data.” - Car
Magazine.  Chapters include Car Numbers, Podium Drivers, Front Row Constructors, with stunning colour
photography including Henri Pescarolo at the 1970 Dutch Grand Prix, Reine Wisell in the Lotus 56B at the 1971
British Grand Prix, Michael Schumacher in his final title-winning season in the Ferrari F2004 at the ’04 Hungarian
Grand Prix, Jean Alesi takes pole position in the Benetton B197 at the 1997 Italian Grand Prix.  282 x 220mm.  544
pages. B/w and colour photographs. It’s Lights Out and Away We Go!
ONLY £55

96230 RAINER W. SCHLEGELMILCH: PORSCHE RACING
MOMENTS  by Rainer W. Schlegelmilch
Sleek, exciting, precision engineered. In 1962, Rainer W. Schlegelmilch had his
first experience of motorsport - the 1,000 km at the Nürburgring - and it was
this that sparked a lifelong passion for both Porsche and racing that still burns
today.  Beginning in 1963, this wholly captivating collection of breathtaking
shots transports you to another time and another world, taking you on a
journey through the history of Porsche endurance racing, from Le Mans to
Monza, via the Targa Florio and Spa-Francorchamps.  And with his own
words accompanying the pictures, Schlegelmilch shows and tells fascinating
stories from track and trackside.  Naturally, the cars are the heroes of this
book - there’s a genuine love of Porsche cars on these pages, a real
admiration in pictures for each evolution of the legendary designs.  From the
purpose-built prototypes of the mid-60s - the 550, 718, RS and RSK models -

followed by the more powerful 907 and 908, and through to arguably the most iconic racing car designs of all
time, the 917, the 962 and of course the ageless 911, this is Schlegelmilch’s pictorial love letter to his own
“Porsche Racing Moments”.  He pays tribute to each of them with his unique zoom technique, that converts the
movement and phenomenal speed of the racing cars into a totally absorbing and almost dizzying feast of depth
and energy.  Whether it’s in black and white or colour, it’s as if you can feel the rush of air on your face as the
cars speed by.  But while this book is perfect for those who live and breathe Porsche, there’s more to it than the
cars. From the shots of experienced
teams to the drivers deep in
conversation, from the greasy hands of
the mechanics tinkering under the hood
to the stained and cracked track,
Schlegelmilch takes you to the real
racing world, behind the glamour and
into the dusty, oil-scented universe of
motorsport.  Colour images up close
and at the track side and exciting
moments relived.  Hardcover, a huge
landscape format 36 x 30.3cm, 4kg,
356 pages.  New from Taschen.
£90

PETS
Montmorency’s ambition in life, is to get in

the way and be sworn at.
- Jerome K. Jerome, Three Men in a Boat

Be inspired to sniff
out the best dog-

friendly hotspots the
UK has to offer!

97322 YOGA WITH YOUR
CAT: Purr-fect Poses for
You and Your Feline
Friend by Sam Hart, illus.
by Tetiana Svirska
Cats are natural-born yogis -
they know this - and when
you’re practising your poses, be
it downward dog, cobra,
pigeon, cow or crow, you’d
better be ready for your kitty to
upstage you. With charming
illustrations and easy-to-follow

yoga poses, this delightful guide will help you perfect the
“cat stretch” and maybe even impress your flexible feline
friend.  The book combines simple yoga pose instructions
with common and Sanskrit names and witty insight like
where your cat can rest his chin or climb your leg while
you stretch!  Colour artwork, 96 pages.
£6.99 NOW £4
97304 HOW TO TAME YOUR CAT
by Sam Hart, illus. by Tatiana Davidova
A fully illustrated book of tongue-in-cheek advice for cat
parents who struggle to tame their cat’s inner beast.
What do you do when your furry friend starts scratching
all the furniture, ruining the flower beds, stealing your
food and generally wreaking havoc?  Become an elite
cat parent with these
nuggets of wisdom.  If
you’re worried about
items crashing to the
floor, attach
ornaments with string
and they won’t make
such a satisfying
“THUNK” noise.
City cats love the
daily discipline of
being taken for a walk;
observe the calming effect it
has on them.  Install a security-grade toilet-paper guard
to avoid unsolicited homemade confetti.  Bold colourful
pages, big quotes and mottoes, hilarious cartoon colour
illus.
£7.99 NOW £4

97527 SAM HART: Set of Two  by Sam Hart
A purrrrfect pair!  Beautifully illustrated.  Set of two.

£13.98 NOW £6.25

97312 PAWS: This Book Will Help You Take a
Break  by Ally Francis
Cats have mastered the art of chilling out and, with a
little help from this book, now you can too! Turn to this
collection of care-free kitties for a dose of relaxation
inspiration - it’s the purr-fect way to press ‘paws’ and
enjoy a few moments of peace and quiet.  ‘Get away

from it all’ - as a
huge pair of hazel
eyes peek out
from hiding,
‘Worry about it
tomorrow’ as
what looks like
the most
gorgeous Blue
British shorthair
concentrates on
cleaning his paw,

‘The inspiration you seek is ALREADY WITHIN YOU.
Worry about it tomorrow. My eyes are heavy. Enjoy
the moment. Chill. Be silent and listen - Rumi’ as a
ginger and white cat sleeps soundly curled up on the
window ledge. Full of quotes and gorgeous colour kitty
photographs.  128 very cute pages and apologies if
some are stuck together and not been trimmed correctly.
5.6 x 7.5".
£8.99 NOW £4

97210 ZOOBORNS
by Andrew Bleiman and Chris Eastland

An insanely adorable book based on the hugely popular
website ZooBorns.com from over 1,500 photos of baby
animals taken at accredited zoos and aquariums from all
over the world.  A pair of tiny frogmouth owls, an aye
aye, Emperor tamarin, wildcats, beluga whales, Bengal
tigers, baby Western Lowland gorilla with his expressive

face and lined eyes, armadillo, short-beaked echidna
(whose newly hatched babies are called puggles!), tiny
panda, the enormous ears of the fennec fox, pygmy

hippos, and the toothless tamandua with its 40cm long
tongue to eat up 9000 ants a day.  Providing interesting

animal facts both generally about the species and
specifically about the details of the individual birth.

Super cute. Colour photos on every page, 150 pages.
£8.99 NOW £4

97320 WORLD OF DOGS: A Little Book for
Dog Lovers  All Over the World
by Lara Shannon and Wenjia Tang
Delving into the evolution, history and legacy of our
canine companions, this gorgeous little book celebrates
the role of dogs in society, pop culture and our families
around the globe.  Here you’ll discover how certain dogs
became some of world’s most popular breeds, as well as
Africa’s Abyssinian Sand Terrier and the Peruvian Inca
Orchid, to the New Guinea Singing Dog and India’s
pariah dog.  Arranged by countries in the Middle East,
Europe, UK, the Americas, Ireland, Caribbean, and
Oceania, sporting or fighting dogs like the Dogo
Argentinian Mastiff, the New Zealand farming dog the
Hunterman, a mix of Doberman and Border Collie from
1870, the rare watchful and inquisitive Canaan dog from
Isreal of which only 1600 exist, and all manner of
cultured canines.  Super colour images by a Chinese
artist, 138 pages.
$12.99 NOW £4.75

97020 FOREVER MAX The Lasting Adventures
of the World’s Most Loved Dog
by Kerry Irving
The heartwarming, inspiring final chapter in the life of
Max the Miracle dog. Shortly after a traumatic car
accident, Kerry Irving met Max, a Springer Spaniel who
completely changed his life and inspired many others
around the world, helping to raise hundreds of thousands
of pounds for good causes. Forever Max follows Kerry
and his beloved companion on their final adventures
around the Lake District, from bringing comfort and joy
during lockdown to navigating Max’s twilight years, with
fellow spaniels Paddy and Harry by his side. This
touching tribute celebrates the incredible legacy he
leaves behind. Colour photos, 293 pages, paperback.
£10.99 NOW £3.50
97204 KITTENS  by Ella Earle
When you invite a kitten into your home, you bring
indoors something slightly wild, often unpredictable and
always entertaining. A cat’s eyes are windows enabling
us to see into another world, and a critical kitten always
melts your heart.  This is a very special gallery of
tabbies and greys and Siamese and gingers, little kittens
with attitude, many sleepy, some lying on their backs,
and
always
with their
beautiful
eyes to
the
camera in
this
beautiful
selection of
photographs
coupled
with sayings and
quotes from proverbs
and famous writers.
Colour photos. Small
hardback.
£6.99 NOW £3.50
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TRAVEL AND PLACES
I have found out that there ain’t no surer

way to find out whether you like people or
hate them than to travel with them.
- Mark Twain, Tom Sawyer Abroad

97448 SEA JOURNAL:
Seafarers’ Sketchbooks
by Huw Lewis-Jones and
Don Walsh
In this remarkable collection dive into the
illustrated private journals, log books,
letters, and diaries and follow the voyages
of intrepid sailors through firsthand records
of their encounters with strange creatures
and new lands - full of dangers and
delights, pleasures and perils.  It includes
historical figures like William Bligh, Francis

Chichester, Francis Drake, Vasco de Gama, Horatio Nelson, Antonio Pigafetta, an
Italian who sailed with Magellan; Tupia, a Tahitian who joined Captain Cook’s first
voyage; buccaneer Bartholomew Sharp who menaced the Spanish Main; and
Jeanne Baret, the first woman to circumnavigate the globe.  With over 60

biographical portraits
accompanied by
exquisitely coloured
sketches and maps, each story unfolds in an exciting way.
Explore adventures from the frozen polar wastes to the
South Seas paradise islands and meet a fascinating cast of
officers and crew, cooks and whalers, surgeons and artists,
explorers and adventurers and the sea creatures they
encountered and drew.  The records, sourced from libraries,
archives, and private collections, as well as family
heirlooms, and assembled for the first time, evoke the thrill
of discovery and the spirit of the sea.  For map enthusiasts,
artists, journal-keepers, coastal tourists and anyone with an
adventurer’s spirit.  Cloth bound, landscape format 8 x 11",
304 pages, colour.
£35 NOW £15  SAVE £20!

97653 OCEAN: A
History of the Atlantic
Before Columbus
by John Haywood
A magisterial cultural
history of the pre-
Columbian Atlantic seas, a
story that begins with the
formation of the mid-
Atlantic ridge some 200
million years ago and ends
with the Castilian conquest
of the Canary Islands in the
15th century.  This
provided a template for the
methods used by the
Spanish in their colonisation
of the New World.
Haywood argues that the
perception of Atlantic
history beginning with the
first voyage of the
celebrated Genoese
navigator Christopher
Columbus is a mistaken
one, and that the seafaring
and shipbuilding skills that
enabled European global
exploration and expansion
did not arrive fully formed
in the 15th century.
Crossing Newfoundland’s
Grand Banks, the Sea of
Darkness, and the weed-

covered Sargasso Sea, and populated by a colourful cast
of seafarers, fishermen, monks, merchants, and
dreamers, the book is an in-depth history of a neglected
subject, fusing geology, geography, mythology and
early history of exploration in one enthralling tale.  A
TLS Book of the Year 2024, we have imported the US
edition.  530pp, fairly large print, colour photos.
£30 NOW £7.50  SAVE £22.50!

97442 HUNT FOR
MOUNT EVEREST
by Craig Storti
The height of Mt. Everest
was first measured in
1850, but the closest any
westerner got to Everest
during the next 71 years,
until 1921, was 40 miles.
The Hunt for Mt. Everest
tells the story of the 71-
year quest to find the
world’s highest mountain.
It’s a tale of high drama,
of larger-than-life
characters -George
Everest, Francis
Younghusband, George
Mallory, Lord Curzon,

Edward Whymper and a few quiet heroes: Alexander
Kellas, the 13th Dalai Lama, Charles Bell.  The story
traverses the Alps, the Himalayas, Nepal and Tibet, the
British Empire (especially British India and the Raj), the
Anglo-Russian rivalry known as The Great Game, the
disastrous First Afghan War, and the phenomenal
Survey of India, and Everest is far bigger than simply
the tallest mountain in the world.  Encountering spies,
war, political intrigues, and hundreds of mules, camels,
bullocks, yaks, and two zebrules, Craig Storti uncovers
the fascinating and still largely overlooked saga of all
that led up to that moment in late June of 1921 when
two English climbers, George Mallory and Guy Bullock,
became the first westerners - and almost certainly the
first human beings - to set foot on Mt. Everest, and
thereby claimed the last remaining major prize in the
history of exploration.  2021 brought the 100th
anniversary of that year, and this special book tells the
seldom-told story of all that happened before. “The
definitive book on Mt. Everest’s discovery, naming, and
earliest climbing history. Superlative research and
captivating reading! A colourfully cast detective story
about the empire-building British surveyors, explorers,
and mountaineers who adamantly believed this newly-
crowned Third Pole must be conquered, absolutely
without fail, by an Englishman.” -  Ed Webster. 8 pages
of photos, 320 pages.
£20 NOW £8

This seal from the
Baltic Hanseatic port
of Stralsund, dated
1329, shows a cog
cargo ship.

97071 CITY RUNS THROUGH THEM: Dublin
and Its Twenty River Bridges by Fergal Tobin
Today, the 20 bridges spanning the tidal Liffey reflect
the city’s development, each marking a stage in its
growth.  From early crossings like Church Street Bridge
to modern additions such as Rosie Hackett Bridge (2014),
the book follows this chronological progression to reveal
how bridges have shaped Dublin’s geography, trade,
and identity. Along the way, notable crossings including
Grattan, O’Connell, Ha’penny, Loopline, James Joyce
and Samuel Beckett bridges feature as landmarks in the
city’s unfolding story.  Richly illustrated with colour
plates, woodcuts and other images, 304 page paperback.
£10.99 NOW £4

96733 BORN
ADVENTURER
by Stephen Haddelsey
Frank Bickerton, engineer
on Douglas Mawson’s
Australasian Antarctic
Expedition (AAE) of 1911-
14, was a true polymath:
explorer, treasure-hunter,
fighter pilot, entrepreneur,
big-game hunter, and
occasional Hollywood
adventurer. He piloted the
expedition’s air-tractor,
established Antarctica’s first
crucial wireless link, and
discovered one of the

continent’s earliest meteorites. Recruited by Shackleton
for the Endurance Expedition, Bickerton also survived
dogfights over the Western Front and searched for pirate
gold on Robert Louis Stevenson’s Treasure Island.
Historian Haddelsey draws on family papers, journals,
and letters to tell the story of this remarkable and
adventurous life. 318 pages, illus softback.
£14.99 NOW £3.50
95964 VAGABOND’S WAY: 366 Meditations
on Wanderlust, Discovery and the Art of
Travel  by Rolf Potts
Each day features a meditation on an aspect of the
journey, anchored by words of wisdom from many
thinkers from Stoic philosopher Seneca and poet Maya
Angelou to Trappist monk Thomas Merton and Grover
from Sesame Street.  In the 15th century, an Arabic
manuscript entitled The Book of Hidden Pearls was said
to contain directions to a hidden oasis known as Zerzura,
a desert region west of the s �Nile, said to feature
peaceful inhabitants, abundant gardens, and pristine
white buildings.  As with Zerzura, sometimes the goals
we have in mind are less important than the wondrous
meanderings that await us on the road. 387pp.
Remainder mark.
$28.99 NOW £3.25

97420 TRACKS ON
THE OCEAN
by Sara Caputo
 A wide-ranging history of
how journeys have been
recorded, understood and
transformed through maps,
the book explores the
powerful idea of the voyage
as a line across space.
Subtitled ‘A History of
Trailblazing, Maps and
Maritime Travel’, the book
was long-listed for the 2025
BSHS Hughes Prize. With a
cartological track, someone
consulting a chart in Europe

could hope to gain a grasp at a glance of the main
outlines, literally, of something that had happened over
days, months and years on the other side of the globe.
They were incredibly powerful ways of storing
knowledge.  From their first appearance on Renaissance
maps, linear tracks representing maritime voyages have
shaped the way we see the world. But why do we
depict journeys as lines, and what is their deeper
meaning?  Ferdinand Magellan’s route to the Pacific
embodied the promise of adventure and colonisation,
while the scientific charts of the Royal Navy inspired
others to plan conquests, navigate treacherous waters
and establish settlements across the oceans.  Caputo
charts a hidden history taking us from ancient Greek
itineraries to 21st century digital mapping, via the
voyages of Drake and Cook, the decks of Napoleonic
warships and the boiler rooms of ocean liners, and
reveals how marks on maps have changed the course of
modernity. 310 pages, drawings plus colour images.
£30 NOW £7  SAVE £23!

97373 AFRICA
DANCES: A Journey
Through West Africa in
1934
by Geoffrey Gorer
Gorer takes the reader on an
odyssey across West Africa,
in the company of Feral
Benga, one of the great
black ballet stars of 1930s
Paris. He witnesses men
diving for three-quarters of
an hour without coming up
for breath, witch-doctors
conjuring thunderstorms out
of clear blue skies, and
chameleon fetishists whose

skin changes from a dirty white to almost black. “Benga
had already made a reputation for himself as a dancer at
the Folies Bergères, a reputation that was enhanced by
the “mystery” surrounding his private life... He had love
affairs that were not known about... he was a Negro and
a dancer everybody considered that they had a right, if
not a duty, to make sexual advances to him.”  With
themes of sex and missionaries, the church and childbirth,
and the kingdoms of Africa, mystic cults, wicked men,
permits of government officers, here is the French
colonies the Gold Coast and a Negro’s paradise. 304 page
paperback, maps.
£14.99 NOW £5.50

97421 TRAPPED IN HISTORY: Kenya, Mau
Mau and Me by Nicholas Rankin

A fascinating memoir that functions as a shrewd and
brilliant investigation that tells how the British colonised
Kenya and how African nationalism arose under Jomo

Kenyatta and describes the terrifying first attacks by the
guerrilla freedom fighters known as Mau Mau.  Though

defeated, the Mau Mau hastened the end of British rule in
Kenya.  The book explores the effect the uprising had on
the author, who grew up as a child in the Kenya colony
and of the end of Empire. With nonjudgemental insight
and written by a consummate storyteller with a flair for
drama who worked for the BBC World Service for 20
years. 560 page hefty softback, photos and maps, 18

illus.
£12.99 NOW £6

55792 WORLD MAP OF 1611 BY PIETER VAN
DEN KEERE
by Günter Schilder and James Welu
First edition 1980 by Nico Israel, Amsterdam, limited to
600 copies. This facsimile reproduces Peter van den
Keere’s world map of the early 17th century, highlighting
the rapid progress in printing and the rivalry among
cartographers like Willem Jansz Blaeu, Petrus Plancius,
and Jodocus Hondius.  The book introduces van den
Keere’s life and work, examines his 12-sheet world map,
its history, layout, decorative features, and geographical
content, and includes later editions. Two appendices list
his single-sheet maps and the cartographic inventory up
to 16 June 1623. 48 pages, 17" x 21". Collector’s item.
UK delivery only.
ONLY £9

96236 NEW YORK TIMES CULTURED
TRAVELER

edited by Barbara Ireland
100 Trips for Curious Minds invites readers on a globe-

spanning journey from Agadir to Yogyakarta. From
Mozart in Vienna to Hamlet in Elsinore, Picasso on the

French Riviera to Le Corbusier in India, travellers follow
in the footsteps of Georgia O’Keeffe, Jackie Kennedy,

and even Jesus. Times travel writers and photographers
share 100 stories of discovery - kayaking in Germany’s

Spreewald, tasting maple syrup in Quebec, octopus
snacks at a Japanese baseball game, or sipping Cognac in

Cognac. Historic and colour photos accompany Times -
quality journalism, with tips on what to read and watch

for inspiration. 16.8 x 24cm, 680 pages, Taschen.
ONLY £22

97372 WHITE LADDER
by Daniel Light
Subtitled ‘Triumph and
Tragedy at the Dawn of
Mountaineering’, this is the
true story of the thrill-
seekers, map-makers,
soldiers, occultists, artists and
porters who paved the way
for modern mountain climbing
and it is the Winner of the
2025 National Outdoor Book
Award For History/
Biography. There are the
devout Incan priests who,
scaling the Andes’ icy slopes

to pay tribute to each mountain’s ‘Great Lord’, travelled
higher than any European would for centuries.  The
Gurkha riflemen who joined their commanders in
canvassing the Karakoram, admiring the distant
summits of Broad Peak and K2 with gleeful anticipation.
The tweed-clad Victorian mountaineers who made the
first serious assaults on Everest in the Himalaya, roped
together as they ventured into the frozen unknown,
hauling yards upon yards of battered rope through the
cold.  Tracing the world altitude record from the ashy
slopes of the sacred volcano Llullaillaco to the icy crags
and crevasses of the Karakoram, Daniel Light takes a
panoramic journey through the storied history of
mountaineering before Everest.  Joining a cast of
colourful characters, Daniel Light delivers stories that are
poetic, spiritual and astonishing.  412 pages, 29
illustrations, 19 archive photos, plus maps.
£25 NOW £7.50  SAVE £17.50!
90795 VICTORIAN MAPS OF ENGLAND: The

County and City Maps  by Thomas Moule
A huge and beautiful book of the work of England’s

most famous topographer, Thomas Moule.  The series
of country and city maps he produced in the 1830s are
65 engraved maps of great refinement and quality and

their protracted life is evidence of their popularity.
Original place names, churches, monasteries, roads and
parishes, rivers and inland navigation extensively listed
beginning with Bedfordshire to glorious Cambridgeshire
and a map of the town and University of Cambridge,

Cornwall, Cumberland, Plymouth and Devonport,
Durham, Gloucestershire, Hertfordshire, Lancashire,
Leicestershire, Boston, the Plague and the Fire of
London, the City of Westminster, Monmouthshire,
Northumberland, Shropshire, Staffordshire, West

Moreland, Wiltshire and ending with the Yorkshire East
Riding. 55 county and city maps in lavish colour

publication. 15" wide 12" tall.
£30 NOW £14  SAVE £16!

96447 MINIATURE ANTIQUE MAPS: Second
Edition  by Geoffrey King
Collectors are drawn to the rich detail of old maps,
which appear not only as standalone works but also on
playing cards, title pages, portraits, mileage tables, and
later on labels, stamps, and cigarette cards. Most were
produced in Germany, Italy, the Low Countries,
England, and France, primarily as copper engravings,
with some woodcuts, a few steel engravings, and 19th-
century lithographs. Manuscript maps are rare, though
some early prints copied medieval originals, including
portolan charts. Over time, woodcuts gave way to
copper engravings and Italian engravers to the Flemish,
while lettering and decoration became simpler, leading
to the accurate, plain maps of the last two centuries,
often printed on less durable paper.  224 pages.
£25 NOW £4.50  SAVE £20.50!
96786 HISTORIE CONCERNING THE
LIFE & DEEDS OF THE ADMIRAL 2
VOLS  by Ferdinand Columbus
The Histories of the Life and Deeds of Admiral
Christopher Columbus, attributed to his son Fernando
Colón (1488-1539), is a crucial first-hand account of
Columbus’s voyages and their wider political and
intellectual context. Originally written in Spanish and
published in Venice in 1571 in an Italian translation, it
was partly motivated by the Spanish Crown’s attempts
to downplay Columbus’s role. Fernando, who had access
to all his father’s papers, accompanied him on his final
voyage at age thirteen, witnessing many of the events
he recounts.  The narrative reads like a thrilling
adventure, full of shipwrecks, storms, and battles with
mutineers or indigenous peoples, while also offering deep
insight into Columbus’s complex personality. Drawing on
sources different from Las Casas and Oviedo, it provides
a comprehensive view of the Columbian enterprise. Text
in English, NUOVA RACCOLTA COLOMBIANA, VOL
IV COMPLETE, PARTS 1 & 2 (330 & 428 pages), with
introduction, notes, and commentary by Paolo Emilio
Taviani and Ilaria Luzzana Caraci; translated and edited
by Luciano F. Farina.
£114 NOW £8  SAVE £106!
97118 FIFTY MYSTERIOUS POSTCARDS
Pitman Shorthand Messages from the Golden
Age of the Postcard by Kathryn Baird
Here are intriguing examples from the ‘Golden Age’ of
the postcard, each with a message written in the dying
art of Pitman shorthand. The rules of Pitman have
changed since the postcards were written and posted
over 100 years ago, but careful transcription has
unlocked their meaning to bring stories of penfriends,
actresses, mysteries, sweethearts, holidays, the First
World War or just plain boring observations of ordinary
people to life once more.  The images on the postcards
are fascinating in themselves with Edwardian families
wearing their Sunday Best on the beach and crowds of
holidaymakers walking along promenades in familiar
places around Britain, or just of kittens! 122 page large
landscape softback.
£15.99 NOW £8
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97710 DARK HUNTER
by F. J. Watson
A brilliantly researched and
gripping novel.  A town under
seige. A killer within.  The year
is 1317, and young squire
Benedict Russell has joined the
English-held garrison of Berwick-
upon-Tweed after the
spectacular Scottish victory at
Bannockburn three years earlier.
Serious and self-doubting, he
can’t wait for his time there to
come to an end. Living on the
disputed territory between

Scotland and England is a precarious existence, and as the
Scots draw ever closer and the English king does nothing
to stop them, Benedict finds himself in a race against time
to solve the brutal murder of a young girl and find the
traitor who lurks within Berwick’s walls.  Map and useful
list of canonical hours.  326 page paperback.
£8.99 NOW £4.50

97657 SAFE ENOUGH And
Other Stories by Lee Child
Crime stories by the author of
the Jack Reacher series, we
now meet 20 more heroes and
heavies from the brilliant mind
of the legendary crime author.
A drug-dealing hit man feels
that he must unburden his fears
and guilt to a stranger.  A
rookie cop is assigned to a
department’s file room where
he makes connections to historic
dates that could lead to solving
crimes. A methodical bodyguard

quits his job when he’s outsmarted.  A military mission is
planned to perfection.  A potential worker for the
Manhattan Project is carefully surveilled by an FBI
agent.  A killer preys on other killers.  Together these
stories are a riotous calamity of criminals and crime
fighters, each expertly crafted.  20 intriguing and rapid-
fire fictions which are sure to please.  237pp in large
elegant hardback.
$28.99 NOW £6

97719 RIZZIO
by Denise Mina
Longlisted for the 2022 CWA
Ian Fleming Steel Dagger
Award.  It’s Saturday evening,
9 March 1566, and Mary,
Queen of Scots, is six months
pregnant.  She’s hosting a
supper party, secure in her
private chambers, here for a
Parliament that will take
Scotland by the shoulders and
turn it from England to face
Europe .  She doesn’t know
that her Palace is surrounded -

that, right now, an army of men is creeping upstairs to
her chamber.  They’re coming to murder David Rizzio,
her friend and secretary, the handsome Italian man who
is smiling across the table at her.  Mary’s husband, Lord
Darnley, wants it done in front of her and he wants her
to watch.  The novel opens with Rizzio playing tennis
with his assassins, the cork ball soaring across the court
in elegant strokes, watched by Henry Yair the Calvinist
and fanatic. Denise Mina brilliantly portrays the recent
Reformation, the sexual dynamics and politics of power -
between men and women, monarch and subjects,
master and servants. The period is masterfully
researched yet lightly drawn, the characterisation quick,
subtle and utterly convincing.  This breathtakingly tense
work is a tale of sex, secrets and lies, one that explores
the lengths that men - and women - will go to in the
search for love and power.  118 pages.
£10 NOW £4.50

97707 BERLIN GAMBIT
by David O’Donnell
A page-turning WWII thriller
based on true events.  ‘Those
who begin by burning books will
end by burning people.’ -
Heinrich Heine. 1941, Berlin.
After Police Chief Investigator
Rolf Schneider is summoned to a
meeting with Himmler and
tasked with investigating the
assassination of Heydrich, he
exposes a web of corruption and
secrecy involving the highest-
ranking figures in the Reich.

Schneider is faced with an agonising dilemma, for the
secret he discovers is both the only thing that can save
his life and what will mark him down for certain death.
His choice propels him into a desperate race against the
clock, one in which he must travel to the very heart of
darkness.  For fans of Philip Kerr, Robert Harris and
Volker Kutscher.  Paperback, 378 pages, fairly large print.
£9.99 NOW £5

97709 COLUMBA’S
BONES  by David Greig
The Isle of Iona, 825.  In a
bloody, brutal raid, Abbot
Blathmac is slain on the steps of
his monastery for refusing to
give away the location of the
sacred relics of St Columba, the
missionary who first brought
Christianity to Scotland.
Following a night of rampage
and mayhem, one Viking
wakes up the next morning to
find himself alone, hungover,
and abandoned by his crew

mates.  He can’t swim, there are no boats, and the only
surviving monk on the island has taken his sword.  With
only his wits, he must survive long enough not only to
rejoin his Viking comrades, but also to find the location
of the elusive relics that brought him here in the first
place.  Rooted in the real history of Iona and its early
monks, this is a thrilling read, exploring the clash of early
Christianity and paganism, and expanding into a sharp,
witty meditation on philosophy, redemption, shame,
violence, love, transcendence and reality.  Shortlisted for
the Highland Book Prize the Bookmark Book Festival
Book of the Year.  184 pages.
£10 NOW £5

CRIME FICTION
It has long been an axiom of mine that the

little things are infinitely the most
important.

- Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, The Memoirs of
Sherlock Holmes

Gripping thrillers & Cosy Crime Mysteries full of twists.

97108 KNOTS & CROSSES: Book 1
by Ian Rankin
Discover the first case of Detective Sergeant John Rebus
in this debut novel set in Edinburgh, where the abduction
and murder of two young girls, followed by the
disappearance of a third, grips the city with fear.  Rebus,
battling personal struggles including a failing marriage
and separation from his daughter, becomes one of the
officers tasked with the investigation. When cryptic
clues, knotted string and matchstick crosses, begin
arriving, Rebus must confront not only a dangerous killer
but also his own past and instincts in a dark, atmospheric
introduction to the iconic detective series.  221 page
paperback.
£9.99 NOW £5
97107 HIDE AND SEEK: Book 2 by Ian Rankin
A junkie is found dead in an Edinburgh squat, his body
arranged with unsettling, ritual-like precision. Nearby, a
young woman with a troubled past is on the run, fearful
and desperate, while the city around them celebrates
prosperity and modern renewal, largely overlooking its
most vulnerable inhabitants.  Only Detective Inspector
John Rebus suspects there is something more sinister
behind the death. As he investigates, he uncovers
possible links between the crime and the city’s wealthier
circles, where ambition and corruption may be closer
than they appear.  What begins as a grim inquiry soon
escalates into a dangerous confrontation with a hidden
threat that puts Rebus himself at risk.  261 page
paperback.
£9.99 NOW £5
97111 STRIP JACK: Book 4 by Ian Rankin
When Scottish MP Gregor Jack is caught in a police raid
on an Edinburgh brothel, his promising career begins to
unravel. The scandal is soon overshadowed by an even
greater shock when his glamorous wife, Elizabeth,
disappears without a trace.  To the outside world, Jack
appears to have it all, but as bodies begin to surface and
unsettling clues emerge - including cryptic messages from
a disturbed voice in an asylum - the situation grows
increasingly dark. Inspector John Rebus investigates and
senses that Jack may be the target of a deliberate
campaign to expose buried secrets. 279 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £4.75
97104 BLACK BOOK: Book 5 by Ian Rankin
Rebus loses a lover, gains an unwanted brother, and
comes face to face with a dangerous ghost from his past.
When a close colleague is viciously attacked, Inspector

John Rebus is pulled into a disturbing investigation
involving a hotel fire, an unidentified body, and a
long-buried night of violence and fear. As he digs
deeper, fragments of memory and evidence refuse to
stay separate, forming a case that is as personal as it
is perilous.  Haunted by the past and driven by the
cryptic notes left behind by his injured colleague,
Rebus must assemble a puzzle more complex than
any he has faced before. 340 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £5
97110 MORTAL CAUSES: Book 6
by Ian Rankin
Inspector John Rebus is drawn into a tense case
during Edinburgh’s busy festival, a time he usually
endures rather than enjoys. Beneath the crowded
streets, in Mary King’s Close, he discovers the body
of Billy Cunningham hanging from a butcher’s hook,
the son of gangster Big Ger Cafferty, a killing that
immediately suggests deeper trouble.  As Rebus
investigates, suspicions grow that the murder may
involve more than gang rivalry, with signs pointing
toward organised and potentially extremist motives.
With the city packed and tensions rising, the case pulls
Rebus into a dangerous web of crime, politics, and
long-standing hatreds that threaten to erupt.  320
page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £5
97103 BLACK AND BLUE: Book 8
by Ian Rankin
Rebus is pulled into a far more explosive case when a
copycat attacker known as “Johnny Bible” begins
striking in Aberdeen. In the 1960s, the original Bible
John terrorised Scotland, murdering three women and
taking chilling souvenirs. Now, three decades later,
history appears to be repeating itself. The copycat
has been christened “Johnny Bible”, and the nation is
watching.  Rebus’s unorthodox methods have landed
him in trouble before. This time, he is abruptly
removed from the main inquiry and sent to
investigate the killing of an off-duty oilman. But when
his case collides with the Johnny Bible murders,
Rebus finds himself caught between a ruthless
criminal, a hostile media storm, and an internal
investigation that is closing in fast. 498 page
paperback.
£9.99 NOW £5
97105 DEAD SOULS: Book 10
by Ian Rankin
Trouble has a habit of finding Inspector John Rebus,
and this time several cases converge at once. A
paroled murderer returns to Edinburgh, a known
offender is back on the streets, and a young man
connected to Rebus’s past has gone missing, with few
others willing to investigate.  While tracking a
suspected poisoner at Edinburgh Zoo, Rebus
encounters a man photographing children, an activity
authorities deem acceptable, though he remains
unconvinced. As he weighs whether to trust the
system or intervene, he is also drawn into a personal
plea for help when a former lover’s son disappears.
As these threads begin to overlap, old cases, new
threats, and lingering loyalties collide, placing Rebus
at the centre of a tense and dangerous investigation.
482 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £5

97375 APPOINTMENT
WITH YESTERDAY
by Celia Fremlin
A classic seaside psychological
thriller from ‘Britain’s Patricia
Highsmith’.  FOUND IN FLAT
was all she could see of the
headline, but it was enough:
enough to freeze her hovering
hand...  Milly Barnes has just
arrived in the seaside town of
Seacliffe.  Between windswept
walks on the beach, she settles
into lodgings and finds work as
a Daily Help.  Except this isn’t

her real name - ‘Milly’ is on the run from her past life,
escaping a nightmare marriage.  Abandoned by her first
husband for another woman, she took revenge by
marrying Gilbert: but this proved a terrible mistake.
Trapped in a London basement flat, she became a victim
of his increasingly paranoid delusions.  But what really
happened in that underground dungeon?  And is
somebody on her trail, the hunter in a game of cat-and-
mouse...? 256 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £4

95977 COMEDY IS FINISHED
by Donald E. Westlake

Writing as Richard Stark, Donald E. Westlake delivers a
gripping Parker thriller. In 1977, aging comedian Koo
Davis is kidnapped by five radical members of the

People’s Revolutionary Army, who want to revive their
cause. A veteran of countless USO tours and friend to
generals and presidents, Koo is their ideal pawn. They

demand ten hostages released and safe passage to
Algeria, while the story weaves reflections on family,
society, love, sex and human connection. 351 pages.

£18.99 NOW £1.75  SAVE £17.24!
97100 WHERE THE MISSING GATHER
by Helen Sedgwick
An archaeological dig exposes a brutal history and a
witness finally speaks. It seems the wickedness swirling
in the harsh sea air of Burrowhead might be excised at
last, but before DI Georgie Strachan can lift the veil of
evil, a black horse is slaughtered on an altar in the
woods and human remains begin to surface. Sinister
rituals connect past and present but no one wants to see,
or tell, or hear, the truth. Soon Georgie must face the
question: where do the missing souls of the village
gather?  A masterful blend of crime and psychological
suspense, and the faint whisper of the supernatural. 403
page paperback.
£8.99 NOW £4

97382 DINNER LADY
DETECTIVES
by Hannah Hendy
Someone in Dewstow has an
appetite... For murder. Margery
and Clementine are enjoying a
peaceful middle-age together in
the small, idyllic town of
Dewstow, serving meals to the
students at Summerview
secondary school.  Their calm
life is shattered when their
kitchen manager is found dead
in the school’s walk-in freezer.
The police are adamant that it’s
an open-and-shut case of

accidental death.  Margery and Clementine are
convinced there’s something far more nefarious going on,
and they take it upon themselves to investigate.  As
they inch closer to the truth, it becomes clear that
someone will stop at nothing to keep the pair quiet.  Will
the perpetrator get their just-desserts before their time
runs out?  A delightful, quintessentially British cosy
mystery. 292 page paperback.
£8.99 NOW £4.50

96291 PERFUME: The Story of a Murderer
by Patrick Suskind

Set in 18th Paris, this dark classic follows Jean-Baptiste
Grenouille, a misanthropic genius with an extraordinary

gift for scent. Obsessed with creating the perfect
fragrance, he rises to fame as a perfumer - but there is
one aroma he cannot replicate: that of a young virgin.
Consumed by this obsession, Grenouille embarks on a

chilling spree of murder, blending artistry, sensuality, and
horror in equal measure. 264 pages, paperback.

£9.99 NOW £2.50

97031 MURDER IN
TINSELTOWN A
Hollywood Era Choose-
Your-Own-Story Mystery
by Max Nightingale
Set in Los Angeles, 1958, this
interactive mystery places you
in the role of an LAPD
homicide detective
investigating the murder of
Hollywood starlette Blanche
Aikerman at the Royale
Premiere Hotel on the eve of a
major awards ceremony.  With
a long list of suspects, shifting

motives, and misleading clues, you must interview
characters, gather evidence, and make critical decisions
to uncover the truth. Blending classic hard-boiled
detective fiction with a choose-your-own-adventure
format, the story offers multiple paths and outcomes,
with only one leading to the real killer.  Immersed in
the glamour and intrigue of Hollywood’s Golden Age,
this novel challenges your judgement and deduction
skills.  Who did it? Von Hiltz? Botti? Walter? 212 pages.
£16.99 NOW £4.75

96930 RIVERS OF TREASON
by K. J. Maitland

From the stark Yorkshire landscape to the dark
underbelly of Jacobean London, Daniel Pursglove’s

new mission sees him fall prey to a ruthless copycat
killer. London, 1607.  As dawn breaks, Daniel

Pursglove rides north, away from the watchful eye of
the King and his spies.  He returns, disguised, to his
childhood home in Yorkshire with his own score to

settle.  The locals have little reason to trust a prying
stranger, and those who remember Daniel do so with

contempt. When a body is found with rope burns about
the neck, Daniel falls under suspicion.  On the run,
across the country, he is pursued by a ruthless killer

whose victims all share the same gallows mark.  Has
Daniel become embroiled in a bigger, and far more

sinister, conspiracy?  A new river of treason is rising,
flowing from the fields of Yorkshire right to the heart of

the King’s court. 422 pages.
£20 NOW £5  SAVE £15!

97388 FORGER’S DAUGHTER
by Bradford Morrow

A richly told literary thriller about the dark side of the
bibliophile community.  When a scream shatters the
summer night outside their country house, reformed

literary forger Will and his wife Meghan find their
daughter Maisie shaken and bloodied, holding a parcel

her attacker demanded she present to her father.  Inside
is a literary rarity the likes of which few have ever
handled, and a letter laying out impossible demands
regarding its future. Will finds himself drawn back to

forgery, ensnared in a plot to counterfeit the rarest book
in American literature: Edgar Allan Poe’s first publication,
Tamerlane.  Facing threats to his life and family, coerced
by his former nemesis and fellow forger Henry Slader,
Will must rely on the artistic skills of his other daughter

Nicole to help create a flawless forgery of this 1827
publication regarded as the Holy Grail of American

letters. The novel flits evocatively from upstate New
York farmhouses to Manhattan auction houses. 269 page

paperback.
£8.99 NOW £4

97407 PLATFORM SEVEN
by Louisa Doughty
From the bestselling author of
Apple Tree Yard, this gripping
psychological thriller unfolds in
the eerie stillness of Platform
Seven at Peterborough
Railway Station.  On a freezing
November morning at 4am, a
lone man arrives on the
deserted platform, unaware he
is being watched. Lisa Evans
knows what he intends to do,
but even as she tries to
intervene, she is powerless to

stop what happens next.  When two deaths occur on
Platform Seven within 18 months, questions mount: are
they connected, and what links them to Lisa herself? The
unsettling answer is that Lisa is already part of the
mystery - because she was the first of the two to die.
Dark, haunting and emotionally charged, this is a story
of tragedy, connection and the strange space between
life and death. 498 pages, paperback.
£9.99 NOW £4 MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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96524 BREAKUP  by Dana Stabenow
The discovery of a dead body and a brutal bear attack

may be linked, and it’s up to Kate Shugak to
investigate.  The first day of Spring - a bad day to be in

Alaska.  It is the time of year when Alaska awakens
from its Arctic slumber. Snows melt. Rivers flood.

Winter’s secrets emerge.  This spring, the retreating ice
reveals a corpse, and a starving she-bear mauls a

woman to death.  The corpse matches the description of
a man missing since last year; the woman has been so
badly mutilated she’s barely recognisable.  Investigator
Kate Shugak will dodge bullets, bears and a plane crash
before she realises that somehow there is a connection

between the two deaths. 272 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £3.50

97219 NOBODY’S HERO
by M. W. Craven
Shortlisted for CWA Ian Fleming Steel Dagger 2025 for
Thriller of the Year. When a shocking murder and
abduction on the streets of London leads investigators
to him, Ben Koenig has no idea at first why the highest
echelons of the CIA would need his help, but then he
realises he knows the woman who carried out the
killings.  Ten years earlier, without being told why, he
was tasked with helping her disappear.  Far from being
a deranged killer, she is the gatekeeper of a secret that
could take down the West, so for years she has been in
hiding.  Until now.  And if she has resurfaced, the
danger may be closer and more terrifying than anyone
can imagine.  So, Ben Koenig has to find her before it’s
too late. But Ben suffers from a syndrome which
means he can’t feel fear. 442 page paperback.
£8.99 NOW £5

97093 RAVAGE & SON
by Jerome Charyn

A master storyteller’s novel of crime, corruption, and
antisemitism in early Manhattan, the novel reflects the

lost world of Manhattan’s Lower East Side in a dark
mirror.  Abraham Cahan, editor of the Jewish Daily

Forward, serves as the conscience of the Jewish ghetto
teeming with rogue cops and swindlers.  He rescues

Ben Ravage, an orphan, from a trade school and sends
him off to Harvard to earn a law degree. But upon his

return, Ben rejects the chance to escape his gritty
origins and instead becomes a detective for the Kehilla,
a quixotic gang backed by wealthy uptown patrons to

help the police rid the Lower East Side of criminals.
Charged with rooting out the Jewish ‘Mr. Hyde’, a half-
mad villain who attacks the prostitutes of Allen Street,
Ben discovers that his fate is irrevocably tied to that of

this violent, sinister man.  254 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £3.25

97422 UNBURIED
by Heather Critchlow
‘The police. They’re digging in the scrapyard.’  Cal
Lovett has spent half his life telling other people’s stories
on his true crime podcast.  But the police are close to
solving the mystery of his sister’s disappearance now he
might finally get to tell Margot’s story.  A desperate
relative begs for his help.  Cal seeks respite on a holiday
in the Scottish Highlands, but is dragged into a new cold
case: an unsolved murder that shattered a family 14
years ago.  An isolated community wary of outsiders.
Eyes follow Cal everywhere, and someone makes it
very clear that they don’t want him snooping around.
How far will he go to find justice? And how far is far
enough? 357 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £4

97075 FAMISHED
HEART: Vincent Swan
Mysteries by Nicola White
The Macnamara sisters hadn’t
been seen for months before
anyone noticed. It was Father
Timoney broke down the door
to find a horrifying scene:
Berenice was sitting in her
armchair, surrounded by
religious tracts, Rosaleen had
crawled under her own bed,
her face frozen in terror, both
had starved themselves to
death.  Francesca Macnamara

returns to Dublin after decades in the US to find her
family in ruins. Meanwhile, Detectives Vincent Swan
and Gina Considine are convinced that there is more to
the deaths than suicide. Because what little evidence
there is, shows that someone was watching the sisters
die. 368 page paperback.
£8.99 NOW £3.50

97094 ROSARY GARDEN
by Nicola White
Not every child is a blessing. It
was Ali who found the body of
a murdered newborn baby,
hidden in the garden of her
convent school. In an Ireland
riven by battles of religion and
reproduction, the case becomes
a media sensation, even as the
church tries to suppress it. But
this is not the first dead baby
Ali has found.  For Detectives
Vincent Swan and Gina
Considine, the pressure to
discover the identity of the

dead child is little help against a community with secrets
to protect. Gina knows all too well how many of
Ireland’s girls are forced to make difficult decisions in
terrible circumstances, silenced by shame. Is Ali one of
those girls? 344 page paperback.
£8.99 NOW £3.75

97218 MURDER ON LINE
ONE by Jeremy Vine
Darkness looms over sunny
Sidmouth, when an unsolved
murder comes to the attention
of late-night radio talk show
host Edward Temmis.
Recently sacked from his
beloved job, Edward meets
Stevie, whose grandmother, a
devoted listener, died in a
suspicious fire last year.  Well,
nobody hurts his listeners and
helping Stevie might just give
him the purpose he needs.

Reinvigorated, Edward joins forces with Stevie and his
old fling, Kim, only to uncover a sinister plot.  Can they
get to the bottom of this mystery before it’s too late?
Because this is just the tip of the iceberg, and Stevie’s
grandmother wasn’t the only one of his listeners
targeted.  But who is pursuing his aging audience and
why?  ‘A deftly-written whodunnit’ - Jennie Godfrey.
392 page big glamorous hardback.
£20 NOW £8

97405 OUT OF THE
ASHES by Louisa Scarr
When an old friend tells DS
Freya West that she’s being
stalked by someone she met
online, Freya promises to help,
but there are no leads, and the
dating site refuses to give up
their data.  To make matters
more complicated, DI Robin
Butler is back in town.  He’s
investigating a string of arson
attacks that have escalated to
murder, and the cases seem to
be connected somehow.
They’re going to need their

wits about them... because this is a killer more devious
than any they’ve hunted before, and he wants to
obliterate everything they hold dear.  The climatic finale
of the gripping Butler & West series, perfect for fans of
Cara Hunter, Jane Casey and Susie Steiner. 391 page
paperback.
£9.99 NOW £4
96175 MYSTERIOUS CASE OF THE
ALPERTON ANGELS  by Janice Hallett
True-crime author Amanda Bailey has long followed the
notorious Alperton Angels cult, ever since they nearly
sacrificed a baby they believed was the Antichrist. Now
the child is 18 and ready to speak - but Amanda isn’t the
only one after the story. Rival author Oliver Menzies is
equally determined, and the two must collaborate to
uncover the truth. As they dig deeper, they realise
everything they thought they knew about the Angels is
wrong. Playful, fast-paced, and told through emails, pub
transcripts, and more. 495 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £4

97415 IN CROWD
by Charlotte Vassell
Winner of the Edgar Award for
Best Novel 2025, this witty
and sharply observed mystery
opens at a sunlit Richmond
garden party where everything
looks effortlessly perfect - until
it isn’t.  Calliope Foster is
raising a glass of Pimms
beneath tasteful bunting,
celebrating her best friend’s
engagement, when a body is
pulled from the nearby
Thames. What first appears to

be a tragic accident quickly draws Detective Inspector
Caius Beauchamp into a far more complicated web,
where the victim’s connections reach deep into the lives
of London’s social elite.  As secrets begin to surface,
Calliope and her circle find that charm, status and
celebration can’t keep scandal - and danger - at bay.
Darkly comic, stylish and fast-moving. 424 pages,
paperback.
£9.99 NOW £4
96567 TIME FOR MERCY by John Grisham
Jake Brigance, the courageous lawyer from A Time to
Kill and Sycamore Row, faces his toughest trial yet.
Drew Gamble, a 16-year-old accused of killing his
mother’s abusive boyfriend - a police officer - is branded
Clanton, Mississippi’s most hated teen. Drew insists it
was self-defence, but the town demands retribution,
expecting the death penalty. It falls to Jake to navigate
impossible odds, balancing law, morality, and the truth.
In a story that tests the ethical limits of everyone
involved - from Drew to his 14-year-old sister and their
mother - Grisham delivers masterful suspense, intricate
plotting, and high-stakes courtroom drama. 464 pages,
paperback.
£10.99 NOW £5.50
96569 WHISTLER
by John Grisham
“A fascinating look at judicial corruption - one of
Grisham’s best.” - Washington Post In Florida, who
watches the judges’ Lacy Stoltz investigates judicial
misconduct and soon meets indicted lawyer Greg Myers,
who reveals a deadly secret: a corrupt judge in league
with organized crime has pushed through legislation to
build a casino on a Native American reservation. Those
who opposed it are dead. Now Lacy must decide
whether to expose the scheme - a choice that could cost
her life, as the casino enriches the Tappacola tribe while
lining the pockets of a ruthless Mafia network. 407 page
paperback.
£10.99 NOW £5

96571 ZERO HOUR
by Tom Clancy and Don
Bentley
Korea is on the brink of chaos,
and Jack Ryan Jr. is in the
middle of it. When the North
Korean leader is incapacitated,
a ‘dead-man’s switch’ activates
sleeper agents across South
Korea,
sparking a
deadly
succession
struggle.
Jack’s visit

to Seoul to interview a potential
Campus recruit turns into a fight
for survival as violence erupts in the capital. A
mysterious North Korean voice offers a way to stop
war - but at a cost Jack may not be willing to pay. 481
page paperback.
£10.99 NOW £3

96568 WEAPONS GRADE
by Tom Clancy and Don
Bentley
A pulse-pounding Jack Ryan Jr.
thriller, continuing the legacy of
Tom Clancy, now carried on
by Don Bentley. One night in
Texas, a car accident turns out
to be a professional hit, and
Jack may be too late to save
the victim. With only a single
lead - a meeting the victim
was meant to attend - Jack is
drawn
into

the dark underbelly of a small
town and a long-cold missing-
person case. His hunt for
answers takes him from quiet
roads to a sprawling international conspiracy, where
danger waits at every turn. 499 page paperback.
£10.99 NOW £3
96244 FLASH POINT: A Jack Ryan Jr. Novel
by Tom Clancy
Jack Ryan Jr. finds himself at the scene of a conspiracy
to bring the world to the brink of war in the South China
sea.  A mid-air collision between aircraft from rival
nations threatens to serve as a flash point for the entire
region.  As Jack frantically tries to put the pieces of the
conspiracy together, the Campus is hit with a crippling
attack.  When the dust settles, Jack is one of the few
operators still standing and the Campus’s de facto leader.
But Jack’s mysterious adversary executes a brilliant
campaign to paralyse the American government even as
China inches closer to invading Taiwan.  Jack and his
shattered team must stop the world’s two remaining
superpowers from stumbling into war. 419 page
paperback.
£8.99 NOW £3.75

A HIGH-
OCTANE

JACK RYAN
JR. THRILLER

A BREATHLESS
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95702 COTSWOLD KILLING by Rebecca Tope
Duntisbourne Abbots is a quintessentially English village

nestled in the stunning Cotswold hills.  Recently
widowed Thea Osbourne fears three weeks house-

sitting there may prove a little dull, but her first night’s
sleep at Brook View is broken by a piercing scream.

She assures herself it was only a fox and nothing more
sinister, but then a body turns up.  As a woman with no
experience of detective work, Thea knows she shouldn’t
get involved, but in questioning neighbours she uncovers

more tragedy and intrigue than she thought possible.
351pp paperback.

£9.99 NOW £3.25
96310 POWER DOWN  by Ben Coes
Ex-Army Ranger Dewey Andreas is back in high-octane
action in this thriller. After terrorists destroy an oil
platform, killing his crew, Andreas hunts them from
Colombia to the U.S., uncovering a larger conspiracy
targeting Western energy infrastructure, including a
major hydroelectric dam. As intelligence agencies
scramble, the enigmatic Alexander Fortuna, embedded
at the highest levels of society and business, initiates the
next phase of his deadly plan - but Andreas is
determined to stop him. 387 pages, paperback.
£8.99 NOW £3

95631 DEARLY DEVOTED DEXTER
by Jeff Lindsay

Ever since their paths crossed, the handsome, charming
homicidal maniac Dexter Morgan has been pursued by
Sergeant Doakes.  Dexter may well be a Miami PD

blood-spatter analyst, but Doakes has a pretty good idea
of how Dex likes to spend his free time and he’s

determined to catch him in the act.  Then a body turns
up, horribly mutilated and barely breathing. To trap the
torturer, Doakes and Dexter will have to work together,

and one of them will have to be the bait. 296 page
paperback.

£9.99 NOW £4
95632 DEXTER IN THE DARK by Jeff Lindsay
Dexter Morgan is busy planning his wedding to Rita to
complete his nice-guy disguise.  But when a student is

found burnt, molested and headless, seemingly sacrificed
to an ancient god, and Dex is brought in as forensic
analyst to help investigate, he realises he could be

dealing with someone a whole lot more sinister than he
is.  As Halpern and Dexter are stalked by death, it looks

like it’s getting personal, especially as Dex now has a
family to protect. Gradually, he realises his stepchildren
might share his extracurricular interest in death.  376pp,

paperback.
£9.99 NOW £4

!!!!!

97632 ROYAL MINT
PUZZLE BOOK
by The Royal Mint
Museum
Coin collectors, history buffs
and puzzle enthusiasts will
be delighted with this
exciting rich history
spanning over 1,100 years.
The Royal Mint is one of
the world’s oldest Mints
producing millions of coins
and medals every year,
and it is a cornerstone of
British history, established
during the reign of Alfred
the Great (871-99).
Decipher ancient secrets
hidden in plain sight and
learn along the way the art
and science of minting
coins, the story of our
coinage, power,
propaganda and portraiture,
design in miniature,
monarchy and ceremony,
objects of war, superstition,
decoration and unexpected
utilisation, a cultural
diaspora and more.  There
are five books side by side

on a shelf.  The authors are famous 19th century
writers, who all made a feature of coins in their works.
The writers are Conrad, Dickens, Eliot, Hardy and
Thackeray.  Going from left to right, in which 1 to 5
order are the books placed on the shelf?  Follow the
four clues to get the right answer.  There are cryptic
codes, crosswords, and brainteasers fit for a royal
court.  320 page large softback, diagrams and
crosswords.
£16.99 NOW £6.99

97379 COLLECTABLE
NAMES AND DESIGNS
IN WOMEN’S
HANDBAGS
by Tracy Martin
From the Victorian miser
bag to 1950s Lucite and the
op-art designs of the Sixties
to bang up to date modern
examples such as Lulu
Guinness’s iconic Lips clutch,
Tracy recommends the
most desirable for collectors
on all budgets. Over 100
beautiful bags have been
photographed in colour for

this special book and our favourites include a Victorian
Chatelaine bag of 1875 in embroidered silk taffeta with
tiny black glass pearls, a 14 carat gold mesh purse
decorated with amethysts and diamonds, names like
Tiffany, Van Cleef and Arpels, Whiting and Davis art
deco, Louis Vuitton, basket and wicker bags, calf skin
and alligator, plastic daisies, Vivienne Westwood’s red
tartan Yasmine bag to the everyday Radley Market
Day bag, or shoulder bags with books appliquéd and
favourites from Kate Spade. 144 large pages.
£25 NOW £8  SAVE £17!
96002 MIRRORS: Reflections of Style
by Paula Phipps
A captivating history of mirrors from ancient reflecting
pools and astronomers’ telescopes to the full-length
cheval mirrors of the 20th century. Discover how
portable dressing boxes, Rococo masterpieces by
Charles Kandler 1730, Hepplewhite Rudd tables, and
Empress Josephine’s boudoir combined elegance and
function. Marie Antoinette’s ingenious use of mirrors
allowed daylight to flood her rooms or provided
privacy at night, while the ultimate in glamour is found
in Liberace’s 1976 Baldwin piano, covered  with
hundreds of tiny mirrors. 100 colour images across 144
pages.
£25 NOW £3  SAVE £22!
96546 THOMAS CHIPPENDALE
by Adam Bowett and James Lomax
For at least 150 years, Thomas Chippendale has been
synonymous with beautifully made 18th century
furniture in Rococo, Chinese, Gothic and Neoclassical.
Chippendale rose to fame because of his revolutionary
design book ‘The Gentleman and Cabinet Maker’s
Director’ published in 1754.  This beautifully illustrated
Shire publication focuses on the ‘Chippendale style’
that became popular throughout the British Isles,
Europe, North America after his death in 1779.  The
book looks at his customers, life and career and legacy,
and includes places to visit.  64 page paperback, colour
photos, maps etc.
£8.99 NOW £3

ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

I always pity a fine old volume which has
fallen into poor company, and sometimes
buy it, even if I do not want it, that it may

find itself once more among its peers.
- Oliver Wendell Holmes
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97629 DIY MINIATURE
COZY BEAR CABIN
by Klutz
A book and creative kit to
make four fuzzy bears and
100% certified by the children’s
publisher Scholastic.  A really
tiny cosy cabin scene with
papercraft furnishings, six fluffy
pipe cleaners, a tiny miniature
lantern in bright red and
drinking cup, the kit comprises

a small 7ml pot of glue, felt in three colours, felt paw
pads, noses and eyes for your four miniature bears with
options for large and small sizes which you can dress up
and all made with twisting the pipe cleaners!  Includes a
step-by-step project book and five punch-out papercraft
cabin pieces like
tiny boots,
guitar, arcade
game, wall
hangings, table
and chair, fish
tank, book,
pictures, clock
and more.  Ages
8+.  Boxed set.
£17.99 NOW
£7.99

97159 MOOMINS 1-8 BOX SET
by Tove Jansson

Pack your bags and step into the wonderfully quirky
world of the Moomins! Created by Finnish author and
illustrator Tove Jansson, these much-loved stories are
filled with adventure, mishaps, magic and plenty of
Moomin charm.  Join Moomintroll, Moominmamma,

Moominpappa and their eccentric friends as they chase
comets, survive wild storms, celebrate midsummer

madness, explore mysterious islands and discover that
life is always more exciting than expected. In

Moominpappa at Sea, Moominpappa decides the family
needs a fresh start and whisks everyone off to a lonely

lighthouse island, where surprises lurk around every
corner and even the sea seems to have a personality of

its own.  Beautifully presented to celebrate 80 years
since the first Moomin story appeared, this delightful

boxed set contains all eight classic adventures: Comet in
Moominland, Finn Family Moomintroll, The Exploits of
Moominpappa, Moominsummer Madness, Moominland
Midwinter, Tales from Moominvalley, Moominpappa at
Sea and Moominvalley in November. A joyful collection
packed with humour, heart and just the right amount of

mischief. Eight paperbacks with gorgeous matching
covers. Each paperback has 176 pages.

£63.92 NOW £30  BACK IN STOCK
96483 HANDFUL OF HORRID HENRY: 3
BOOKS IN 1 by Francesca Simon & Tony Ross
Horrid Henry creates havoc wherever he goes.  To his
well-meaning parents and to every adult whose path he
crosses, he is the ultimate nightmare child.  His
naughtiness is of the kind all children secretly admire and
few dare to aspire to.  He doesn’t always mean to be
bad, but the best- laid plans have a habit of going wrong.
This bumper 3-in-1 collection contains Horrid Henry,
Horrid Henry and the Secret Club and Horrid Henry
Tricks the Tooth Fairy.  Illustrated by the marvellous
Tony Ross.  Ages 7-9.  288 page chunky paperback.
£8.99 NOW £3.75
95866 WINNIE THE POOH’S MOST GRAND
ADVENTURE DVD  by Disney
The Search For Christopher Robin treasured tale has
been reissued on Winnie the Pooh’s 80th anniversary.
With summer nearly over, Christopher Robin prepares
for an exciting event, his very first day at school. But he
hasn’t had the chance to tell Pooh, and when
Christopher Robin doesn’t show up to play at the usual
time, Pooh sets off with Piglet, Tigger, Eeyore and
Rabbit on a brave quest across the Hundred Acre Wood
to find him. Overflowing with laughter, original songs
and fun.  Disney, colour DVD. 1 hour and 13 minutes.
ONLY £1.50

97158 MARIA’S ISLAND by Victoria Hislop
Inspired by The Island, this beautifully retold children’s
edition introduces young readers to the moving story of

Maria Petrakis and her connection to the island of
Spinalonga.  Set between the Cretan village of Plaka and

the once-isolated leper colony on Spinalonga, Maria’s
story explores themes of family, friendship, courage, and

hope. It gently explains the history of leprosy, while
addressing ideas of stigma and difference in a way that is
thoughtful and accessible for younger readers.  With rich,
atmospheric full-page illustrations by Gill Smith, the book
vividly captures the beauty of the Greek landscape and

sea.  A beautifully decorated 128-page edition, both
poignant and uplifting - perfect for children ready to

engage with meaningful historical stories.
£10.99 NOW £4.75

97126 HUNDRED AND ONE DALMATIANS
by Dodie Smith
Adapted by Peter Bently, this delightful 32-page picture
book brings Dodie Smith’s beloved classic to life for
younger readers. Perfect for ages 3+, it follows Pongo
and Missis as they race to rescue their stolen Dalmatian
puppies from the wicked Cruella de Vil - who has some
very spotty plans for them!  With the help of brave
animal friends, the daring rescue mission builds to a
thrilling, action-packed finale. Beautifully illustrated by
Steven Lenton, the story is full of energy, suspense, and
charm.  A large 12" square softback with glossy pages
and vibrant artwork - perfect for sharing and enjoying
again and again. CRASH! Cruella’s car slid off the road
into a ditch.
£6.99 NOW £4
97132 ALICE’S ADVENTURES IN
WONDERLAND Little Folks Edition
by Lewis Caroll
First published by Macmillan in 1907, Alice’s Adventures
in Wonderland: Little Folks Edition is a charming miniature
edition a sixth of the length of the original 1865 edition.  It
features 32 brightly coloured illustrations by Sir John
Tenniel, uniquely featuring Alice in a red dress for the first
and only time rather than her blue dress.  Faithfully
reproduced from a rare archive copy, this unique little
gem of a book retains all the charm of the historic original.
With luxurious red Wibalin binding and gold sprayed edges
for every collector’s bookshelf. “Once upon a time there
was a little girl named Alice, and she had such a funny
dream...”  Large print, 128 pages.
£9.99 NOW £6
96102 LITTLE WOMEN & GOOD WIVES
by Louisa May Alcott
Describes the family life of the four March sisters living
in a small New England community, Meg, the eldest, is
pretty and wishes to be a lady; Jo, at 15 is ungainly and
unconventional with an ambition to be an author; Beth is
a delicate child of 13 with a taste for music and Amy is a
blonde beauty of 12.  The story of their domestic
adventures, their attempts to increase the family
income, their friendship with the neighbouring Lawrence
family, and their later love affairs remains as fresh and

beguiling as ever.  ‘Good Wives’ takes up the story of
the March sisters, some three years later and their
search for individual happiness. 478pp, paperback.
ONLY £2.50
97012 WONDERFUL WIZARD OF OZ and THE
ADVENTURES OF PINOCCHIO
by L. Frank Baum and Carlo Collodi
A spectacular two-volume slipcased deluxe
edition presenting The Wonderful Wizard of Oz by The
Wonderful Wizard of Oz alongside Carlo Collodi’s The
Adventures of Pinocchio, both reimagined with stunning
four-colour artwork and intricate 3D paper engineering
by the award-winning MinaLima studio.  When a tornado

carries
Dorothy
and Toto
from
Kansas to
the magical
Land of
Oz, she
sets off
along the
Yellow
Brick Road

toward the Emerald City, joined by the Scarecrow, Tin
Man and Cowardly Lion on a perilous and unforgettable
journey home. In Pinocchio’s tale, a wooden puppet
encounters tricksters, temptations and wonders as he
searches for what it means to become real.  First
published 1883 and now reimagined with beautiful four-
colour artwork and nine 3-D interactive features created
by MinaLima, 242 and 284 pages respectively, these
hardbacks are masterpieces of paper engineering for
collectors of all ages.P acked with interactive features -
from pop-up scenes and fold-out maps to imaginative
visual surprises.
£60 NOW £20  SAVE £40!

97035 PADDINGTON IN PERU: The Jungle
Quest  adapted by Lauren Holowaty

Join Paddington and the Brown family on a thrilling
journey from Windsor Gardens all the way to the

mountains of Peru in this beautifully illustrated lift-the-flap
adventure based on the third Paddington film.  When
they arrive to visit Aunt Lucy, they discover she has

vanished deep into the jungle - leaving behind a mystery
that only Paddington can solve. Retrace his footsteps

through Peru as you lift over 50 flaps, crack codes, follow
clues and uncover fascinating facts along the way.

Packed with colourful illustrations by Katie Hickey, the
book also introduces Spanish words like comida and

churros, explores the Amazon River and the legend of El
Dorado, and even reveals the secrets of ancient Incan

knot language. Highlights include a detailed jungle maze
and a fold-out rescue mission page.  A lively, interactive

jungle quest full of adventure, discovery and
Paddington’s trademark charm designed for ages six and

up plus of course collectors of lift-the-flap books.
£20 NOW £7

44604 PAINT WITH WATER
Unleash your child’s creativity with this fun, easy-to-use
paint book! Each page features six colours - green, red,
yellow, aubergine, blue, and orange - across a palette at
the top. Simply wet the brush, choose a colour, and
paint the large outlined drawings below. With traditional
scenes of children, food, flowers, and animals, there are
eight detachable illustrations per book - perfect for
framing. Large softback format. Ages 3+.
ONLY £1.95  BACK IN STOCK

CHILDREN’S
Make it a rule never to give a child a book

you would not read yourself.
- George Bernard Shaw

EARLY LEARNING
Just because you have the emotional range

of a teaspoon doesn’t mean we all have.
– J. K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Order

of the Phoenix
97608 BEADLINGS: Make 24 Itty-Bitty Beaded
Charms  by Klutz
A companion to code 97629 Cozy Bear Cabin, here is
another quality Scholastic box set including everything
you need to make teeny animals like a froggy, bitty bee,
fishy, lizard, or beautiful coloured butterfly, and a flower
pot, or even a pizza and a bunting bracelet with different
coloured pennants dangling.  The box set includes a 52
page book of ideas and inspiration with colour photos, 80g
of seed beads in nine colours, a compartmentalised plastic
case separating the coloured beads (bright blue, dark blue,
gold, white, pink, red, orange, yellow and green).  There
are five lobster claw clasps to clip shut your bracelets, six
charm straps in blue, pink and yellow from which to
dangle your new charms, 5 jump rings or keyrings, 14.6m

of jewellery wire which is easy to bend, a decorated To and From paper gift box, and
a good sized white plastic bead sorting tray.  Build on your skills as you learn by
following the super-clear instructions typical of all in this excellent series.  Enjoy this
1990s nostalgic craft which has here a modern makeover with bright colours and trendy
motifs like ice cream and rainbows.  And with hearty helpings of humour in the
guidebook.  Ages 8 to adult, box set.
£17.99 NOW £7.99

97647 A
DRAGON USED
TO LIVE HERE
by Annette
LeBlanc Cate
‘They both watched the
arrow sail cleanly over the
straw target, missing it by a
good three feet at least, and
land somewhere in the mess
of tangled bushes at the
base of the stone tower that
stood across the courtyard...
Thomas turned and stomped
through the long grass
towards the tower, with
Emily following...’   Noble
children Thomas and Emily
have always known their
mother to be sensible, the
lady of the castle, and if
anything, a bit boring.  But
then they meet Meg, a
cranky scribe who claims
that she was a friend of
their mother’s back when
the two were children, even
before the dragon lived in
the castle.  A dragon?
Unsure whether to believe
Meg, the siblings return

again and again to hear the fantastical story of their
mother’s escapades, while putting their funniest
penmanship to work, and getting caught up in a quest to
reunite the one-time friends.  Kidnapping, fighting, a
ferocious dragon, loyal elves, and true love - coupled
with squabbling siblings, archery practice gone amiss,
and ill-fated dives into the moat, this is a multilayered
story blending adventure and humour, medieval tropes
and modern sensibility in a satisfying read for the whole
family.  Especially fun to read out loud, fabulous artwork
throughout, 256 pages aimed for ages 7-10 years, 16 x
21cm.
$17.99 NOW £5.50

97198 BIG AND EASY
COLOURING BOOK: FROG
by Angela Hewitt
Angela Hewitt is one of those
adults who has kept her vivid,
childlike imagination, and this is
reflected in her illustrations.
Designed for ages 3 to 7 years,
each large page has a simple
outline of an object like a cat,
teddy bear, elephant, parrot,
tree, toothpaste, dolphin,
policeman, hairbrush, stack of

books, aeroplane and many more.  Follow the bold
outlines as children colour in and stimulate their hand-eye
coordination and motor skills and build their confidence.
Extra large size softback. First time discounted.
£5.99 NOW £4.75

97649 HANGING WITH
VAMPIRES
by Insha Fitzpatrick
For reading age 8-12 years,
sink your fangs into vampire
lore and literature with
terrifically enchanting
illustrations and fun activities
like making bad breath garlic
bread and read about
legendary bloodsuckers and
the vampire panic of the
1700s.  Who was Vlad the
Impaler? Do vampire bats
ever feed on humans?  Learn
how to fight a vampire and
win, vampires through the
ages, bloodsuckers from
around the globe, Dracula, and
how vampires conquered
Hollywood.  Laugh out loud
non-fiction handbook packed
with weird facts of all things
supernatural to horrify us and
shake the brave.  After all, all
kids love monsters!  With

bibliography, 124 page softback, colour illus. Remainder
mark.
£13.99 NOW £5

96817 REBEL ROSE: The Queens Council  by Emma Theriault
The first in a thrilling series that reimagines Disney Princesses as powerful rulers. Belle’s story
picks up after she breaks the Enchantress’s curse, returning the Beast to human form and
restoring life to their castle in Aveyon. But 1789 France teeters on the brink of revolution, and
the fires of change soon reach their doorstep. Torn between her past as a commoner and her
new royal responsibilities, Belle must protect everything she loves while confronting violent
factions after a magical mirror with a dire warning. Adventure, danger, and
political intrigue await as Belle embraces her destiny as queen. Designd for
young adults ages 10-13.  396 page paperback.
£7.99 NOW £1.50  REDUCED
96818 HOCUS POCUS & THE ALL-NEW
SEQUEL  by Walt Disney

The Sanderson sisters are back to wreak havoc on Salem - twice! First, young Max Dennison
accidentally unleashes the witches from the afterlife, and he, his sister, and a group of human
(and not-so-human) friends must stop them from staying on Earth forever. 25 years later, Max
and Allison’s 17 year old daughter, Poppy, faces the sisters’ dark magic during a Hallowe’en
gone wrong. A thrilling tale of witches, mischief, and daring heroics, this novel is aimed at young
adults 10-13, though adults will love it too. 522-page illustrated paperback.
£8.99 NOW £1.75  REDUCED

A GREAT GIFT
SET OF 2 BOOKS
AT JUST £3.25!

96145 BEST ADDING & SUBTRACTING BOOK
EVER  by Autumn Publishing
Boost Key Stage 1 maths skills with this fun, clever
wipe-clean workbook! Designed for ages 5+, it comes
with a wipe-clean pen and lift-the-flap answers, making
practice easy, reusable, and perfect for home learning.
The modern layout and colourful design keep children
engaged while they practise essential maths again and
again. CE safety approved.
£9.99 NOW £3.50

96138 BEST SIMPLE SUMS BOOK EVER
by Autumn Publishing
Build early maths confidence with this clever wipe-clean
workbook! Each page features clear questions and
spaces to write answers, with lift-the-flap solutions for
instant feedback. When you’re done, simply wipe and
try again. Big sturdy pages with a pen storage cutout
make learning fun, covering addition, subtraction, and
simple number practice with encouragement throughout.
Tall, hardboard, full colour. Ages 3-6. CE safety
approved.
£9.99 NOW £3.75

96109 VILLAINOUS
VICTORIANS: Horrible
Histories
by Terry Deary and
Martin Brown
History with the NASTY bits
left in!  Why were burglars
scared of bogies?  Which poet
said that he had eaten an ape?
Do you want to know how a
snick fadger might kiddy-nap
your spangle?  Here are cruel
criminals, Mr Peel’s pained
police, wicked women, criminal
cures, and top ten villainous

Victorians with a grisly quiz, bitesize history and heaps
of extra horrible bits from this ever-popular series.  144pp
in foil covered paperback, suit ages 8-12 years.  Illus.
£5.99 NOW £1.90  REDUCED

KEEPING THE YOUNGER BIBLIOPHILE’S ENTERTAINED!
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ART AND ARCHITECTURE
The painter has the Universe in his mind

and hands.
- Leonardo da Vinci 

97512 REMBRANDT
THE PAINTINGS
by Volker Manuth,
Marieke de Winkel
and Rudie van
Leeuwen
From Belshazzar’s Feast,
The Night Watch, The
Return of the Prodigal
Son, The Jewish Bride,
The Abduction of Europa,
Still Life with Peacocks,
the miracle of Jesus
calming the storm on the
Sea of Galilee to The
Anatomy Lesson of Dr.

Nicolaes Tulp, we discover Rembrandt’s painted
oeuvre like never before.  Rembrandt van Rijn,
commonly known as ‘Rembrandt,’ produced some of
art’s most diverse and impactful works across
portraiture, biblical, allegorical, landscape, and genre
scenes.  Biblical scenes, like Bathsheba at her Bath,
become vehicles for meditations on human longing. He
was the most
sought-after
painter in the
prosperous
trading city of
Amsterdam
yet died
completely
impoverished.
Though he
never left his
homeland,
Rembrandt
Harmensz van
Rijn’s (1606-
1669) work
extends far
beyond the
confines of his personal experience, constituting some
of the most effective and multifaceted works in art
history, forever engraved on the collective memory -
The Night Watch, epitomising the flowering of Dutch
urban culture in the 17th century, or Self-Portrait as
Zeuxis, which remains enigmatic to this day.  As an
artist of the Dutch Golden Age, Rembrandt’s interest
was in human passions.  Rembrandt also left behind
many self-portraits - no other artist of the time
portrayed himself so frequently, thus documenting his
own development from youth to old age.  New
compact edition with stunning reproductions all in
dramatic colour. 16 x 22cm, 512 pages.  New from
Taschen.
ONLY £25

96217 EDWARD S. CURTIS:
THE NORTH AMERICAN
INDIAN The Complete
Portfolios Slipcased
by Peter Walther (Author),
Edward S. Curtis
(Photographer)
Published on 18th February, 2025.
All 20 volumes in one huge
impressive collection with beautiful
motifs, decorations and the famous
photographic archive. Edward
Sheriff Curtis (1868-1952) dedicated
his entire life to use a camera to

preserve the cultural heritage of the indigenous peoples of North America. Include tribes such as the Apache and
Navajo Papago, Mohave, the Teton Sioux, Mandan, Cheyenne, Klickitat, Salishan tribes of the interior and off
the coast, the Nootka, the Hopi, the Hupa, the Shasta, the Kato, the Yuki, the Pomo, Shoshoneans, the Tiwa,
the Zuni, the Indian Indians of Oklahoma, the southern Cheyanne, the Comanche, the Peyote cult, the Alaskan
Eskimo, the Nunivak, the Eskimo of Hooper Bay, of King Island and Cape, and the Selawik. There are
gloriously colourful artworks of the shadow catcher, of masks and elaborate feathered costumes, of babies in
papouses, and moccasins and Thunderbird dances and lost rituals, and of course beautiful landscapes of mountains
and plains. The earliest dates from 1903, the last 1928 plus  the book holds a selection of photographs from the
text volumes. New from Taschen. Golden clothbound sturdy burnt orange attractive slipcase and artworks on
chiefs on inlays. 26.1 x 7.3 x 32.3 cm, 696 pages.
£95  REDUCED

95136
THIRTY-SIX
IMMORTAL
WOMEN
POETS
by Eishi Hosoda
A deluxe album
presenting 36 colour
prints, each pairing a
portrait of a poet with
one of her poems,

introduced by a
frontispiece by
Hokusai and
designed by
Hosoda Eishi
(1756-1829). The
volume celebrates
aristocratic women
of Japan’s Imperial
Court, who
flourished from the
9th to 13th

centuries, using waka
poetry as their literary
voice.  The poems
were meticulously
copied and studied by
children, and this
edition reproduces an
album from 1797 in
which 36 girls, aged six
to 15, brushed
calligraphy alongside
delicate portraits.
Marginal notes record

the name and age of each young scribe - for
example, Ukon’s poem copied by six-year-old
Toyota Mine, or Michitsuna no haha’s poem brushed
by her ten-year-old sister, Toyota Ito.  Eishi’s
elegant designs capture the poets in sumptuous court
dress, creating a vivid, intimate glimpse into the
literary and artistic culture of medieval Japan.
Softback, colour illustrations, 192pp, 20.3 x 26cm.
£58 NOW £4  SAVE £54!   BACK IN STOCK

96735 HOUSE HISTORIES: The
Secrets Behind Your Front Door
by Melanie Backe-Hansen
Updated second edition (2011), which sees
Britain’s leading house historian uncovering the hidden
stories and secrets of ordinary and extraordinary
homes across the country, from workers’ cottages to
aristocratic mansions, Tudor farmhouses, Georgian
mansions and 20th century modernist designs.  St
Benedict’s Priory Lincolnshire, Whitehall Court
Westminster, The Harrods Depository Barnes, 12
Mornington Crescent Camden, 10 Wellington Place
Little Venice, 23
Royal York Crescent
Bristol, 47 Downshire
Hill Hampstead,
Ryton House
Gloucestershire, The
Royal Arsenal
Woolwich, 143
Talgarth Road
Fulham, The Beeches
Nottinghamshire, 11
The Circus Bath, The
Old Sweet Shop
Kent, The Old Police
House Dorset,
Cheyne Walk
Chelsea, 37 Wapping
Wall Wapping,
Westlands Farm
Sussex, Sherdington
Court Gloucestershire
and many more. 224
pages, 19.4 x 26.3cm
softback, colour and
other illus.
£20 NOW £8

ECHOES OF VANISHING WORLDS

95886 MODERN TIMES: British Prints
1913-1939  by Jennifer Farrell
The bold, graphic prints of Vorticism, British
Futurism, and the Grosvenor School of Modern
Art capture the energy, optimism, and anxiety of early
20th-century Britain. This volume celebrates the
Metropolitan Museum’s acquisition of more than 700 rare
British Modernist prints, exploring how artists from World

War I to the
eve of World
War II depicted
everyday life in
the machine
age. Linocut
techniques,
revolutionized
by Claude
Flight and his
students, are
highlighted
alongside
striking works
by Sybil
Andrews, Cyril
E. Power, C. R.

W. Nevinson, Paul Nash, Edward Wadsworth, Edith
Lawrence, Ursula Fookes, and Lill Tschudi. Iconic prints
such as Andrews’ Sledgehammers (1933) and Haulers
(1929), and Tschida’s Underground (1930) showcase
laborers, racers, and urban life with dynamic rhythm and
modernist flair.  Richly illustrated with hundreds of colour
prints, a vivid survey of British printmaking and its
connections to Cubism, Futurism, and Constructivism.
200 pages, 23 x 26 cm.
£40 NOW £14  SAVE £26!

96458 SPELLBOUND BY MARCEL: Ducamp,
Love, and Art  by Ruth Brandon

A lively group biography which charts the triangulated
love affair between Marcel Duchamp, Beatrice Wood

and Henri-Pierre Roché, tracing their tangled
relationships, artistic collaborations and shifting loves

across early 20th-century Paris and New York.
Beginning with the 1913 Armory Show - where

Duchamp’s Nude Descending a Staircase caused a
sensation - it follows a circle of artists who met, debated,
socialised and fell in and out of love, especially around
the Arensbergs’ famous New York apartment.  Roché
later wrote Jules and Jim, Beatrice Wood became a
celebrated ceramicist, and Duchamp continued to

reshape modern art through works like Fountain. Drawn
from letters, diaries and memoirs, this is a vivid portrait
of art, friendship and desire in motion. 241pp, 28 illus.

£20 NOW £4  SAVE £16!
95973 WALLACE
COLLECTION CATALOGUE
OF ILLUMINATED
MANUSCRIPT
CUTTINGS
by J. J. G. Alexander
This collection of manuscript
cuttings from the Wallace
Collection focuses mainly on
Italian Medieval and Renaissance
works, though their acquisition
remains a mystery. Among the
notable artists represented are
the Maître de Coëtivy, the
Master of the Dresden

Prayerbook, and the Master BS.  Highlights include
magnificent jewel-like initials, such as a Milanese Forza
in Prayer, as well as black-and-white examples depicting
biblical scenes, a French Garden of Love with a man in
armour and a cloaked woman embracing, and intricate
initials like V with the Death of the Virgin, Q with Saint
Paul, and O with Saint Apollonia in pink and blue robes.
58 glossy pages, softback.
£20 NOW £1.50  SAVE £18.50!
97078 HIPPY & TRIPPY ART: 14 Black Light
Posters  by Editors of Epic Ink
Groovy! Step into the spirit of the 1960s counterculture
with this vibrant collection of 14 large-scale psychedelic
black-light posters. Bursting with fluorescent colour, these
eye-catching designs glow under black light, bringing
messages of peace, love, and freedom to life.  Featuring
classic slogans like All We Need Is Love and Freedom
for Everyone, alongside bold imagery - flowers,
butterflies, goddesses, and CND symbols - each poster
captures the era’s trippy, rebellious energy. Printed on
high-quality cardstock with removable pages, each 11"
× 14" poster can be easily displayed to transform your
space day or night. A fun, retro-inspired set for anyone
looking to add a splash of hippy, feel-good style to their
walls. 28-page softback containing 14 posters.
£14.99 NOW £6
96843 DEGAS 1834-1917: On the Dance
Floor of Modernity  by Bernd Growe
Edgar Degas (1834-1917) far more than just an
Impressionist -  developed a unique style influenced by
Old Masters, urban energy, and the human body in
motion.  This volume presents hundreds of full-page
colour reproductions of his paintings, pastels, drawings,
and sculptures, including Three Girls Bathing, La Toilette,
dancers wearing salmon coloured skirts, Friends at the
Theatre, Woman Putting on Gloves, ballet dancers in
rehearsal and behind the scenes, a naked woman
combing her long red hair, another adjusting her hat in
the mirror and many nude women, often after a bath or
lying on a bed or taking breakfast. His fascination with
ballet alone produced some 1,500 works, capturing both
the grace and discipline of the dancers. 100 colour
illustrations and explanatory captions. 21 × 26cm, 96
pages.
ONLY £14

96552 WALT DISNEY’S CHILDREN’S
CLASSICS 1937-1953  by Charles Solomon
In the 1940s and ’50s, Disney artists helped shape a
new era of children’s illustration - on screen and in the
much-loved Golden Books. This handsome new
hardback gathers that nostalgic artwork into one richly
coloured volume.  It features ten classic tales, including
Snow White, Pinocchio, Dumbo, Bambi, Peter and the
Wolf, Cinderella, Alice in Wonderland and Peter Pan.
Each story showcases the distinctive visual language
Disney developed during its golden age, with original art
and text reproduced in full. Seven different artists are
represented, highlighting the range of styles that defined
the studio’s creative world.  An introductory essay sets
the scene at mid-century Disney, and short artist
biographies round out the book. With a satin ribbon
marker, vibrant colour throughout, and a generous 376
pages, it’s a treasure for Disney fans and illustration
lovers alike.  20.5 × 25.5 cm. New from Taschen.
ONLY £38

96491 MORE THAN A BOOKSHOP:
Zwemmer’s and Art In the 20th Century

by Nigel Vaux Halliday
Zwemmer’s was a legendary meeting place for the art

world - artists, collectors, scholars and curious
newcomers alike - drawn by its exceptional range of
books on every period and form of art.  Founded by
Anton Zwemmer, friend and patron to figures from
Picasso to Wyndham Lewis, the gallery became a

driving force in modern British culture. It staged the
country’s first Dalí show, the landmark Surrealist
exhibition of 1940, and major displays of artists

including Picasso, Miró and de Chirico. After the war, it
championed a new generation of British talent such as

John Bratby and Peter Coker.  As a publisher,
Zwemmer was equally influential, producing the

world’s first book on Henry Moore and the first English-
language study of Picasso, as well as introducing
important French and German art books to British
readers. Many classic works on architecture also

appeared under the Zwemmer imprint. 288 pages. 20
× 31cm.

£33.50 NOW £7  SAVE £26.50!
95699 J.M.W. TURNER
by Michael Bockemühl
The Fighting Temeraire, Rain, Steam and Speed - The
Great Western Railway, Snow Storm: Steam-Boat off
a Harbour’s Mouth, Dido Building Carthage, The
Burning of the Houses of Parliament, this book, new
from Taschen, covers Turner’s illustrious, wide-ranging
repertoire to introduce an artist who combined a
traditional genre with a radical modernism.  Joseph
Mallord William Turner’s (1775-1851) landscapes and
seascapes scorch the eye with such ravishing light and
colour.  Appropriately known as “the painter of light,”
Turner worked in print, watercolour, and oils to
transform landscape from serene contemplative scenes
to pictures pulsating with life.  He is well-known for his
expressive colorizations, innovative landscapes, and
stormy, sometimes violent maritime paintings. More
than 550 oil paintings, 2,000 watercolours, and 30,000
works on paper were left behind by him. 21 x 26cm,
96 pages.
ONLY £15
96408 STRONG SWEET SMELL OF INCENSE: A

Portrait of Robert Fraser
by Arne Glimcher

Robert Fraser’s gallery and private salon was one of
the most electric hubs of 1960s London - part art space,
part social whirlwind, and part cultural scandal. Bold,
influential and constantly in motion, it helped reshape

how art, fame and culture collided, bringing
groundbreaking pop artists like Andy Warhol and Roy

Lichtenstein to British audiences while blending art with
music, film and fashion.  A magnet for artists,

musicians and provocateurs, Fraser’s world was where
ideas caught fire and reputations were made. Richly

illustrated throughout, this volume captures that energy
with posters, letters, magazine spreads, photography
by David Bailey and Robert Mapplethorpe, works by
Cy Twombly and Derek Boshier, and the iconic first
Sex Pistols album cover. 264 pages, a vivid record of

London’s most exhilarating cultural moment.
£69.95 NOW £8  SAVE £61.95!

96859 PHOTO ICONS:
50 Landmark
Photographs and Their
Stories
by Hans-Michael Koetzle
This era defining volume
celebrates 36 of history’s
most influential
photographers, arranged
chronologically with brief
biographies and iconic
images. From Nicéphore
Niepce’s 1827 rooftop
photograph to Man Ray’s

Noire et Blanche (1926) and Robert Mapplethorpe’s Lisa
Lyon series (1980s), it traces the evolution of
photography as both art and historical witness.  The
book explores experimental Surrealist shots of the 1920s,
Dorothea Lange’s Migrant Mother, Doisneau’s joyous
Kiss in Front of City Hall (1950) and the heartbreakers
(Marilyn Monroe) and the haunting power of Nick Ut’s
Napalm Against Civilians, showing nine-year-old Phan
Thi Kim Phúc running naked toward the camera from
South Vietnamese napalm. Rare variations and lesser-
seen images complement the masterpieces, giving a rich,
immersive view of the medium’s social, artistic, and
historical impact. Colour photos, 14 × 19.5cm, 432
pages, Taschen.
ONLY £16
96858 O’KEEFFE: Flowers in the Desert
by Britta Benke
Georgia O’Keeffe (1887-1986) was a defining figure in
modern American art, celebrated for transforming natural
forms into bold, abstract compositions. This volume
showcases key works, including Corn, Poppies, My
Shanty, Gerald’s Tree, In the Patio and New York
Night, highlighting her iconic magnified flowers, desert
landscapes, and bone studies.  Certain works went on
for decades, producing 12 or more variations of an
original image.  The book traces her pioneering career,
her travels - from New Mexico’s vibrant landscapes to
Southeast Asia and India - and her relationship with
photographer Alfred Stieglitz, offering insight into her
inspirations, innovations, and enduring influence. 21 ×
26cm, 96 pages, full colour, Taschen.
ONLY £12

www.YouTube.com - Type in bibliophilebooks to see our library of over 2450 video book reviews!
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96807
CELLARIUS
ATLAS
HARMONIA
MACROCOSMICA
by Robert Van Gent
Often celebrated as the
most beautiful celestial
atlas ever published,
Harmonia
Macrocosmica is a 17th-
century masterpiece
from the Golden Age of
Dutch map-making.
Andreas Cellarius’s 29
double-folio maps trace
the heavens of
Ptolemy, Copernicus,
and Tycho Brahe,
capturing the motions
of the sun, moon, and

planets. Each plate is a vision of wonder, with
constellations set against radiant skies and framed by
ornate borders, cherubs, astronomers, and
instruments of discovery.  This exquisite reprint
includes an illustrated introduction by scholar Robert
van Gent, detailing the atlas’s cultural, historical, and
astronomical significance, as well as the
craftsmanship of its publisher, Johannes Janssonius.
A detailed appendix explains constellation myths, star
names, and technical terms, enhancing every page
of this visual and intellectual journey.  For dreamers,
scholars, and stargazers alike, Cellarius’s heavens
remain awe-inspiring a portal to the cosmos as it was
once imagined.  248 pages, 29 × 48cm, full colour,
English/French/German text, hardcover in protective
box.
£100

96550 GOYA: THE COMPLETE PRINTS
by Anna Reuter and José Manuel Matilla
Francisco de Goya was one of the most innovative printmakers of
the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. His etchings and
lithographs are masterpieces of modern art, combining the ideals of the
Enlightenment with an unflinching vision of violence, superstition and
power.  Trained in Spain and Italy and appointed First Court Painter to
Charles IV, Goya created both haunting single images - such as The
Garrotted Man and Seated Giant - and the great print series for which he is
famous: the satirical Caprichos, the devastating Disasters of War, the
dynamic Tauromaquia and the nightmarish Disparates. Together they form
a powerful record of a world in upheaval, where individuals are crushed by
cruelty and injustice. These works are not simply observations of Spanish
society, but fierce indictments and lasting warnings, etched into copper.
This landmark Taschen edition brings together Goya’s complete printed
work in 287 etchings and lithographs, including editions produced under his

direct supervision and rare proof states from
unpublished series. It offers a unique insight into his
restless experimentation and extraordinary technical
control.  The volume is accompanied by detailed
commentaries on every image and major essays by
José Manuel Matilla and Anna Reuter, drawing on more
than two centuries of scholarship to create a searing
visual narrative of Goya’s imagination and times. The
book also places his prints alongside key moments in his
later career, including his chilling portraits of the tyrant
Ferdinand VII, the deeply personal self-portraits, and
the bleak ‘Black Paintings’ created in isolation at the
Quinta del Sordo.  Text in English, French and German.
Hardcover with gold cloth binding in slipcase. 24.3 ×
30.4 cm. 600 pages heavyweight edition, Taschen.
£100

Discover the cosmos

The Soul of Spain

Art & Architecture

96264 ART DECO: Art Periods and
Movements
by Markus Hattstein
Art Deco is the decorative, distinctly aesthetic style of
the years between 1920 and 1940 which embraced all
areas of lifestyle and art and was a commitment to
modern technology, industrial design and functionality.
With over 500 illustrations, this volume showcases
architecture, fashion, advertising, everyday objects,
transport, furniture and more.  Stained glass, carpets,
decorative furniture with beautiful lines and polished
woods, sophisticated glass, lamps and clocks, interiors
often built and designed for villas and administrative
buildings of corporations, exquisite book illustrations
with dreamy nudes, posters for Leningrad as a tourist
destination or a 1925 George Barbier coloured
lithograph and artwork celebrating the self-confident
and fashion-savvy woman liberated from the
constraints of dress codes. 500 spectacular illus, 480pp
softback 19cm square.
ONLY £14

96276 ENGLAND’S POST-WAR LISTED
BUILDINGS
by Elain Harwood and James O. Davies
Produced in association with Historic England,
this comprehensive guide explores over 500 notable
post-war architectural landmarks across the UK, from
private homes to public buildings, schools, churches,
military sites, monuments, and parks.  Humble prefabs
sit alongside modernist masterpieces like Sir Basil
Spence’s
Coventry
Cathedral
and the
striking
brutalism
of Denys
Lasdun’s
Royal
Naval
Theatre,
while
sites such
as
Greenham Common Airbase showcase historical
significance beyond architecture. The book highlights
works by Sir Leslie Martin, Ralph Erskine, and others
deserving wider recognition, including the Mies van der
Rohe-inspired Ferrum House, with its steel frame,
Swedish white glass mosaic floors, and Sitka spruce
details, still impeccably preserved.  Pop culture
landmarks of the 1960s, like Centre Point, share pages
with modern icons such as Stirling and Gowan’s Leicester
Engineering Building and Foster + Partners’ offices for
Willis, Faber & Dumas in Ipswich. Each entry features
photographs, dates, architects, and listing information, all
arranged regionally for easy reference.  Fully updated
and expanded, this 608 page volume is an indispensable
guide to the post-war architectural landscape of Britain.
608 pages 23cm square approx.
£40 NOW £14  SAVE £26!
94927 NORMAN FOSTER
edited by Philip Jodidio
For the first time, Sir Norman Foster’s complete body of
work is presented in a monumental two-volume edition,
offering an unparalleled view into the mind and methods
of one of the world’s most influential architects. This
extra-large monograph reveals Foster’s creative
approach, his inspirations, and the ways his passions -
such as aviation - intersect with his architecture.  The
first volume showcases his architectural projects across
six decades, featuring nearly 1,000 illustrations, many
unpublished and selected from Foster’s personal
archives. From the Apple Park campus in California to
the Reichstag in Berlin, the British Museum’s enclosed
court to the Millau Viaduct in France, Foster + Partners’
celebrated landmarks are explored for their innovation,
elegance, and sustainable design.  The second volume
collects eight essays by Foster himself, illuminating his
ideas, design philosophy, and the enduring dialogue
between art and architecture. Designed by Fernando
Gutierrez over three years in close collaboration with
Foster, this monograph is both a visual feast and an
intimate insight into a lifetime of extraordinary
achievement. Two hardbacks in slipcase, 30.8 x 39cm,
1064 pages, 9.74kg, Taschen.
£250  REDUCED - LAST OF STOCK!

Cummins Engine Factory, Darlington

97681 LIFE THROUGH AN
APERTURE
by Keith Hamshere
Featuring some of Hollywood’s
biggest movies including Oliver
Twist, 2001: A Space Odyssey,
Battle of Britain to the Little
Prince, working with Kubrick and
Barry Lyndon, the James Bond
years, sci-fi and Superman, the
arrival of Lucasfilm, the Star Wars
prequels and Indiana Jones and
the Temple of Doom, for more
than five decades, Keith
Hamshere played a key role in

creating some of the most iconic images ever made. In his
book he shares his fascinating tales of rubbing shoulders with
the biggest names in Hollywood, alongside his incredible
images reproduced to the highest quality, film posters and stills
with such stars as Harrison Ford shooting on location in
Greenwich for Patriot Games, or on set for Carry On
Columbus.  Packed with gossip and insider knowledge, here is
the ‘tyrannical’ Michael Winner, and Roger Moore who loved
playing the blind piano tuner in Bullseye!  Starting out in the
late 1950s as a child actor, Keith learned the ukulele given to
him on his 9th birthday and adding another string to his bow
developed an interest in photography.  He became a society
photographer at the heart of Swinging London.  His big break
came in the mid 1960s when unit photographer Johnny Jay
began working on a new film directed by Stanley Kubrick.
Johnny asked Keith if he would be interested in helping out on
2001: A Space Odyssey and Keith did not need to think twice about his answer.  Following on from his stellar
work on this movie, Keith went on to work on such films such as Superman II before embarking on the first of
eight James Bond assignments: The Spy Who Loved Me.  Here is our old friend Terry Jones dressed as an old
lady in The Wind in the Willows with his crew, Nigel Hawthorne and Helen Mirren in The Madness of King
George, and Keith holding up the battle on the set of King David in 1984 among the fascinating collection of
hundreds of colour photographs and mono stills and action shots.  280 large pages, 19 x 24.5cm.
£30 NOW £10  SAVE £20!

Robert Redford and Brad Pitt in Spy Game.

96465 WHAT
BECOMES A LEGEND
MOST: RICHARD
AVEDON
by Philip Gefter
Photographer Richard
Avedon’s blank white
backgrounds blasted with
light and intimately
minimal and forensic visual
style transformed the
ideals of women’s fashion,
femininity and culture and
defined the look of an era
through his work for

Harper’s Bazaar and Vogue. This definitive biography
shows an intensely driven man who endured personal
and professional prejudice, who counted as his close
friends a profoundly influential group of artists -
Leonard Bernstein, Truman Capote, James Baldwin,
Harold Brodkey, Renata Adler, Sidney Lumet, Allen
Ginsberg, MOMA curator John Szarkowski, and Mike
Nichols, who shaped the cultural life of the American
20th century. 644 page paperback, illus.
£16.99 NOW £3
95971 ARA GALLANT  by David Wills
Discover the provocative and glamorous work of
photographer Ara Gallant. Praised by Anjelica Huston
for his love of androgyny and flowing chiffon shirts,
Gallant started with assignments for Vogue alongside
legends like Richard Avedon and Irving Penn, then
moved on to his own celebrity shoots for Interview
magazine.  This stunning collection showcases iconic
images: Penelope Tree with her braided hair in 1967,
Veruschka’s elegant long-limbed poses in designer
dresses, glamorous party scenes, playful café
moments, and nude studies of boys and girls capturing
freedom and expression. Celebrities like Mick Jagger,
Dustin Hoffman, Faye Dunaway, Drew Barrymore,
Sissy Spacek, Warren Beatty, and Jack Nicholson also
feature. 160 pages, mostly colour, 25 x 31 cm.
£39.95 NOW £4.50

95944
THROUGH
HER LENS:
The Stories
Behind the
Photography
by Eva Sereny
Eva Sereny was a film
director and photographer
with unparalleled access to
cinema’s biggest names
and cultural icons of the
late 20th century - from
Audrey Hepburn, Marlon

Brando, and Elizabeth Taylor to Clint Eastwood, Robert
Redford, and Luciano Pavarotti. Across almost 60
chapters, she recounts her work with a particular film or
star, illustrated with 100 stunning photos, most
previously unpublished.  Sereny captured both glamour
and personality: Lauren Bacall ‘smoked and laughed’ in a
series of intimate shots, while Warren Beatty and Shirley
MacLaine revealed their mischievous side in formal
portraits.  Other subjects include Raquel Welch, Jack
Lemmon, Liza Minnelli, Sean Connery, Meryl Streep,
Sigourney
Weaver, and
Natasha Kinski.
Packed with
hundreds of
large, high-
quality colour
and monochrome
images, this book
offers a rare,
intimate view
into the world of
cinema’s legends
through Sereny’s
lens.  24 x 30.5
cm, 222 pages.
£40 NOW
£17.50

THE GREAT PHOTOGRAPHERS

97483 ALBRECHT DÜRER: The Complete
Paintings
by Christof Metzger and Julia Zaunbauer
Paintings, Selected Drawings and Prints.  Albrecht Dürer
(1471-1528) is the undisputed genius of the Northern
Renaissance, a visionary unbound by a single medium.  He
carved a career spanning painting, printmaking, drawing,
and art theory, mastering each with dazzling skill. Famous
in his own lifetime for his portraits of princes and patricians,
his luminous drawings and watercolours transformed the
sketch into an art form in its own right - works such as
Young Hare and the chiaroscuro Praying Hands stand as
marvels of observation, capturing life with a precision and
sensitivity that still amaze today.  He was native to the
bustling city of Nuremberg, but his travels brought him face-
to-face with Renaissance humanism, Venetian colour, and
classical ideals of beauty.  These he absorbed and
reimagined with northern precision.  As court artist to Maximilian I, and confidant of
humanists like Erasmus, he moved easily among the great minds of his age, his musings
on measurement and proportion establishing him as one of Europe’s great thinkers. But he
never stopped producing work of startling intimacy, from unflinching self-portraits and
elaborate prints to meticulously observed studies of nature.  Featuring every known
painting - many reproduced with brand-new photography - and nearly 500 drawings, this
graceful extra-large volume captures the sweep of Dürer’s genius.  From monumental
altarpieces to intimate portraits, from delicate studies of the world around him to bold
experiments. “£Metzger is a leading Dürer expert, and many paintings have been
rephotographed. Well worth it!” Hardcover with black paper to make the images shine,
fold-outs, 29 x 39.5cm, 7.76 kg, 798 pages, satin pagemarker. Huge colour full page
reproductions and double page spreads like his famous Adam and Eve and religious
iconography, journey to the Netherlands and later works.  Hot off the press from Taschen.
£175
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97439 EX LIBRIS: A
JOURNAL
by Benjamin English
Have you ever had a
personal ex libris, also known
as a bookplate?  These
fascinating miniature artworks
were commissioned by
writers, artists, politicians,
nobles, and everyday readers
to adorn their books and
signify ownership.  The Ex
Libris journal, illustrated with
more than 60 brilliant, historic
bookplates, is the perfect
place for notes and musings.
This lightly lined notebook
features 60 full page colour
vintage bookplates. Perfectly
sized to toss in your bag for
book group or to take to your
favourite café, this journal is
as appealing to the lover of
ephemera and graphic design
as it is to the literature lover.
Bookplates featured include
those of luminaries such as
Jack London with a wicked
wolf face, John Fowles with

feathered friends, Albert Einstein, Sigmund Freud,
Greta Garbo, Bing Crosby, Harry Houdini, Jacqueline
Onassis, and Edith Wharton. A tipped-on bookplate on
a bottle green cloth cover and a matching ribbon
marker complete this bibliophile’s dream notebook.
Ruled notebook, quality 216 pages.  6½ x 4¾”.
£14.99 NOW £6

GET SCRIBBLING!

61516 BIBLIOPHILE SQUIGGLE PEN
by A. Squigley

In a beautiful translucent turquoise blue, this is the
latest in our own collectable company designs with a
quick reminder for our book hotline printed on.  It has

a super squeezy black rubber grip, ideal for older
hands, and an attractive metal ‘squiggle’ clip.  Black

ink.  One happy customer said “I have arthritis & the
soft grip makes these pens a joy to hold. I have

bought other types, but keep coming back to these.
Worth every penny.”

ONLY £1.65 BESTSELLER!
97337 METALLIC RUBY 3PK PERMANENT

MARKER SET by Sharpie
Permanent on plastic, paper, meal and more,

SHARPIE is THE name in popular marker pens of
quality. Intensely brilliant colours create eye-popping,

vibrant impressions, the ruby red METALLIC
remarkably resilient ink dries quickly and resists fading

and water.  Endlessly versatile fine tip makes
impressively bold, detailed marks.  Set of three.

ONLY £2.50
94597 2B PAPERMATE PENCILS 12 PACK
by Sanford
Premium quality lovely soft 2B lead pencils, perfect
for drawing as it easily
smudges for artistic effect
and shading.  Quality is
assured from the top
brand PaperMate
which appears on
the long pencil with
the distinctive trademark dark
blue and black and white stripes, black
top and 1107 2B.  Sharpened and ready for use.
Boxed set of 12 pieces.
ONLY £3.75
97336 ORANGE SHARPIE 3PK PERMANENT

MARKER by Sharpie
Permanent on plastic, paper, meal and more,

SHARPIE is THE name in popular marker pens of
quality. We have acquired the official Chinese Sharpie
imported pens of the same quality (but not the same

retail price!) from our trusted suppliers.  Intensely
brilliant colours create eye-popping, vibrant

impressions, the bright orange remarkably resilient ink
dries quickly and resists fading and water. Endlessly
versatile fine tip makes impressively bold, detailed

marks. Set of three.
ONLY £3

97327 12 PACK FINE FIBRE
TIP PENS: Assorted Colours
by Consortium
This set of 12 fine colour pens is an
excellent addition to any home and
they are lovely to write with. The
fine tips ensure clean lines and
consistent colour application and are
suitable for various paper types,
making them a versatile choice for
different projects and applications.
Each pen is 13.5 x 1.5 x 1.5cm and
the packaged size is 13.7 x 6.7 x 3.3
cm.  With comfort grip great for older
hands, ventilated cap and washable
ink.  Assorted colours from bright

blues and reds to yellow and black, fine nib 0.8mm
fibre tip pens, set of 12.  Great value at
ONLY £4
97339 4PC PERMANENT MARKERS: BLACK
by Rysons
This 4 pack of Permanent Markers contains four
chunky black marker pens for different tasks and
suitable for use on paper, plastic, metal, and other
common materials, for drawing, labelling etc. Creates
both fine and wide marks with no skipping or leaking,
delivering smooth and precise results for all marking
needs. Quick-drying, smear-proof and fade-resistant
ink ensures long-lasting visibility on almost any surface
including paper, plastic, wood and leather.  Reliable
and cost-effective, a budget equivalent to a Sharpie
but thicker tipped.
ONLY £3.50

97328 COLOUR-CODED KEY TAGS WITH
NAME LABELS: 12 Pack by Jayting
Pack of 12 colour-coded key tags, each tag includes a
name label insert, ideal for organising and identifying
keys anywhere. Assorted colours - two each of
white, black, red, green, yellow and blue - for easy
identification, durable plastic and metal build, includes
cards for easy labelling.  Compact and lightweight
design, silver metal loops, 5cm long on 40cm display
card for safe mailing.
ONLY £2.75

97353 RETRACTABLE
KEY CHAIN LARGE
by Jayting
No more hunting for lost
keys, this handy item keeps
them nearby when needed!
Benefits of using a sturdy
retractable key chain include
increased efficiency,
reduced risk of lost keys,
convenient for keeping ID
or library cards, other small
items you can loop on, and
of course for anyone who
needs quick access to their

keys.  Strong and durable metal construction,
retractable cord for easy key access, secure
attachment belt clip, compact and strong key it holds
heavy sets of keys comfortably and has a thick,
longer-lasting cord. 5.5 cm diameter, circular.
ONLY £4

NEVER WASTE TIME SEARCHING FOR
YOUR LOST KEYS AGAIN!

97305 KATE SUTTON
LITTLE SET OF
BOOKPLATES

80 Decorated Labels in
Assorted Sizes
by Kate Sutton

Ex Libris, This Book Belongs
To..., From the Library of...
the 80 labels in our tri-fold

book of labels are
decorative and prevent gift

mix-ups! They are also
handy for labelling files and

boxes, or for decorating
envelopes. Several titles
serve as bookplates, too.

Owl on a book stack,
bookworms, teapot, an

antique typewriter, ink and
quill, two birds on a

telegraph wire, a CS Lewis
quote, in fun new colourful
designs. 80 decorative peel-
off adhesive labels using 8

images: 40 rectangular
labels measure 1½ x 3"

each and 40 labels are each
approximately 1½”square.

£5.99 NOW £2.75

97334 DOME TOPPED DRAWING PINS 300
PACK  by Rysons
Looking for a reliable and cost-effective supply of
drawing pins for your message boards?  Each pack
contains 300 dome-topped brass coloured regular
drawing pins, a practical solution for a variety of office
and display needs as they provide a secure and easy
way to affix notices, posters, and other materials to
corkboards, notice boards, and walls. Great value.
ONLY £2.50

27592 SCRAP BOOK
Shiny red laminate cover; 16 pages of recycled grey

paper.  8½” x 12", great value.  Ideal for photographs,
cuttings, pressed flowers, artistic doodles etc.

ONLY £1.45  BESTSELLER
75533 SCRAP BOOK: Coloured Pages

by W. F. Graham
Alongside our bestseller which we have stocked for

over 25 years code 27592, we are proud to present a
24 page colour version of the same scrap book

measuring 8½” x 12".  The better paper quality pages
are turquoise blue, yellow and pink.  Ideal for all
scrapbooking, preserving postcards, photographs,

letters etc.
ONLY £2.50  BESTSELLER

97311 PATCH NYC LARGE PORCELAIN TRAY
- WHALE  by Sarah McMenemy
With an unexpected bright blue, black outline colour
palette and gold foil accents, the Whale Tray from
Galison is beautifully coloured with a jolly blue
background and whale illustration enhanced with gold
foil.  The tray is packaged in a sturdy die-cut window
box and is sure to become the perfect destination for the
safe keeping of keys, jewellery, and other trinkets or
desktop items.  Rectangular, heavyweight, 9.21 x 4.72 x
.55'’, gold trimmed on the tray.  Gift box included.
£15.99 NOW £5.99
97325 100 STICKS CHALK SET ASSORTED
COLOURS  by Ecolier
Heavy little box containing 100 pieces of chalk in
assorted colours (blue, orange, red, green) which offers a
cost-effective solution for supplying homes, schools,
nurseries and other businesses with essential art supplies.
Ideal for use on chalkboards, pavements, and a variety
of other surfaces, fostering artistic exploration and
collaborative activities in children and nostalgic fun in
creative adults and in businesses.  A cost-effective
solution for art supplies and a companion to our Chalk
Board Set (code 97343).
ONLY £3

97326 12 PCS ART BRUSHES  by Rysons
Create your masterpiece! Equip yourself with essential

art supplies for artists of all skill levels, and these brushes
offer both versatility and value for money.  The longest
two brushes are 24.5cm and have wide natural brush

tips; a finer brush of the same length; nine brushes each
of 17cm with pointed to very few-haired in different

hairs and colours to experiment with.  Each set contains
12 assorted paint brushes in a great range of sizes for all

needs. Great value.
ONLY £3.75

97342 A4 SPIRAL SKETCH BOOK
by Inskribe

Big, quality, minimalistic wirebound A4 sketch book
essential for any artist, designer, writer or  doodler, a
convenient and portable surface for capturing creative

ideas, sketching designs, and developing artistic
concepts, for journaling, note-taking, and brainstorming
sessions.  The sturdy textured cover and wire binding

allows the book to lie flat, making it easy to work across
the entire page. The A4 size offers ample space for

detailed drawings and larger sketches and the quality
paper is suitable for a variety of media, including pencils,

charcoal, and pens.  80 perforated pages for easy
removal, medium grain acid free paper, 100gsm in

natural white. 24 x 30.5cm.
ONLY £12

97341 A4 FRAME GOLD
by Luxura Home Collection
Looking for a cost-effective way to display A4
documents and photos? This A4 Gold Frame 210 x
297mm provides a sleek and professional display
solution for certificates, photographs, and artwork. The
easy-to-use clip system allows for quick and easy
changes of content, making them ideal for frequently
updated displays.  These frames are ideal for businesses
needing to display certificates, licenses, or promotional
materials.  The glass front protects the contents from
dust and damage, ensuring a long-lasting and
professional display and is a lightweight shatterproof
Plexiglass. Durable MDF backplate, 210 x 297mm, in
plain cardboard box, remove temporary display photo of
a young smiling graduate.
ONLY £7

97346 YELLOW GLITTER 3ML PERMANENT
CERAMIC GLASS MARKER

by Color Factory
Permanent ink formula, metallic yellow sparkly finish,
ideal for glass, ceramic, porcelain and other non-porous

surfaces with precise line width.  Dishwasher and
microwave safe after heat setting for 30 minutes at 160

degrees. Contents 3ml. This jolly yellow glitter
permanent marker provides a bold, long-lasting mark

that is resistant to fading and smudging. Its durable tip
allows for smooth and consistent ink flow, making it

suitable for both fine details and broader strokes.  This
marker is a practical addition to any arts, crafts, or
professional setting with permanent, consistent and

durable ink flow.
ONLY £2.25

97347 METALLIC GOLD 3ML PERMANENT
GLASS PAINT FINELINER

by Color Factory
This metallic gold paint fineliner is designed for creating
permanent markings on glass surfaces.  Brilliant! Add
your name to personalise or decorate with swirls or
patterns a favourite ceramic or porcelain mug or any

glass. Its permanent ink ensures long-lasting results and
the gold colour adds a touch of elegance and

sophistication to any project. It’s suitable for both
commercial and artistic purposes.  Permanent ink

formula, metallic gold finish ideal for glass, ceramic,
porcelain and other non-porous surfaces with precise line

width.  Dishwasher and microwave safe after heat
setting for 30 minutes at 160 degrees. Contents 3ml.

ONLY £2.75
96573 2026 DIARY WEEK TO VIEW
by Ashridge
Stylish sunflower-yellow flexi diary in soft, mock leather.
Week-to-view layout (Monday-Sunday) with forward
planner at the bottom, national holidays marked, and
personal info space at the front. Includes lined notes
pages, a ribbon bookmark, and a full-size wallet pocket
inside the back cover for receipts, business cards, or
clippings. A5 size, 146 × 206mm, 128 pages, 100gsm
cream paper, bright yellow elastic closure, soft vegan
leather cover.
ONLY £8

97358 TOY HAMMOCK
STORAGE 3FT
by Cuddly Boutique
The lightweight net sturdy
hammock is a practical solution
for organising stuffed animals and
other items, a space-saving and
visually appealing storage option
for homes, nurseries, and
playrooms. Stretch the hammock
to determine shape and

placement. Secure to wall with the correct number of
hooks and anchors needed for desired shape.  Anchor is
inserted first in the wall, followed by the J-hook.  They
are easily installed in corners, creating a functional and
attractive display. Ample storage space 14 x 17cm (net
size 3ft, 91.4cm), with adjustable strap up to 5ft
(152.4cm): one hammock, 2 J-hooks and 4 anchors.
Adult assembly is required. Suitable for ages 3+.
Maximum weight capacity is 30lbs.  Machine washable.
Assorted colours including bright pink, no colour choice.
ONLY £6 MORE OVER PAGE

97356 STATIONERY BOX SET ASSORTED
ITEMS  by Rysons
Clear plastic three compartment stationery box 15.5 x
6cm containing a brightly coloured array of often needed
items - small foldback bulldog clips in red, green, blue,
yellow and white, notice board round head push pins in
matching colours and large plastic paperclips - bright and
cheery colours, easy to handle for older hands and in a
very handy and convenient pill-type dispenser box for
the home office. Bargain price.
ONLY £3
97319 TRIBAL POP ART MEMO PAD
by Camille Walala
One memo pad, three sticky note pads.  Ensure you
never forget to write anything down with this bright,

graphic memo pad holder,
containing a ‘To Do’ list and 3
sets of sticky notes.  In

striking bold
colours - red, blue,
green, yellow.
6.63 x 0.63 x 6.88
inches.  Camille
Walala is a textile
designer, whose
signature Tribal
Pop style

incorporates bold colours and graphic shapes.  Her
influences comprise the Memphis movement, the
Ndebele tribe, and optical art master Vasarely.
£12.99 NOW £3.50
97338 40PK PEEL & SEAL ENVELOPES WHITE
DL SIZE  by Rysons
Bright white quality 110 x 220mm DL standard sized
envelopes which fit A4 paper folded into thirds.  Easy to
write directly onto the surface, just peel and seal with
the adhesive self-sealing strip along the top of the white
mailing envelope, eliminating the need for licking or
sponges.  These quality 70gsm weight DL envelopes
cost a small fortune at stationers!  Bargain price for a
pack of 40.
ONLY £3.25
97355 STAINLESS STEEL SCISSORS ON CARD
21cm  by Rysons
Looking for reliable and affordable scissors? These 21cm
stainless steel scissors are a practical addition to cutting
items in the kitchen, office, school, crafting
environment or home and offer a clean and precise cut,
making them ideal for a variety of tasks.  Stainless
steel construction for durability, black textured handle,
nice long 21cm length makes for a comfortable grip for
older hands, and precise cutting.  Suitable for paper,
card, fabric, and other materials and general use. Great
value.
ONLY £2.75
96485 HENRI MATISSE: A Folio of Notecards
by Lora Snatiago
The still lifes composed by Henri Matisse (French, 1869-
1954) in the first decade of the 20th century show a
painter who was discovering a new approach even as
he paid homage to noble predecessors. Setting a
collection of objects on a tabletop, an artist often
arranges a self-portrait. Contains 5 each of 2 famous
notecard designs of his artworks, all in colour, quality
cards useful for any occasion.
$10.95 NOW £3.50
97134 ALMOND BLOSSOM VAN GOGH
NOTECARDS  by Ashridge
Beautiful notecards with teal, tissue paper-lined
envelopes, the cards are left blank for your own
message.  We have chosen these high-quality cards
depicting Almond Blossoms by Vincent van Gogh, one
of several paintings made in 1888 and 1890 in Arles and
Saint-Remy, southern France.  Flowering trees were
special to van Gogh and here they have been picked out
in gold leaf printer’s foil, and the envelopes are not just
plain white but a beautiful pale blue with the almond
design in shadow and the lining real tissue paper in a
matching turquoise teal colour.
ONLY £11
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96828 WILLIAM MORRIS CRAY BOTTLE
GIFT BAG  by The Gifted Stationery Company
Perfect for a neighbourly visit or a spontaneous bottle
gift, these bargain-priced gift bags feature William
Morris’s Arts and Crafts Cray design. A 1" strip of pale
pink and red flowers on a blue-green background tops
the bag, with luxurious ivory cream florals below. Sturdy
deep magenta cord handles come with a matching
circular gift tag, ready to use. 350 × 120 × 90mm.
ONLY £3.25
96829 WILLIAM MORRIS CRAY GIFT BAG
(MEDIUM) by The Gifted Stationery Company
The perfect finishing touch for any gift, including a book.
William Morris brightly coloured unmistakeably Arts and
Crafts Cray design with pale pink and red flowers on a
bluey green background for the top half of the gift bag
and a beautiful luxury ivory cream floral design on the
bottom half.  Beautifully designed gift bag with deep
magenta red twisted cord rope handles and matching
circular gift tag. 220mm × 220mm × 80mm.
ONLY £3.25
96831 WILLIAM MORRIS CRAY GIFT WRAP
COLLECTION
by The Gifted Stationery Company
Beautifully designed William Morris Cray gift wrap book,
perforated for easy tear-out. Includes 10 large sheets
(two each of five designs) measuring 48 × 69.8cm,
featuring tulips, carnations, florals in red, dark red, pinks,
teal, navy, and greeny-blue tendrils. Comes with 22
matching gift tags in oval, circle, square, and rectangle
shapes, also perforated for easy removal. Packaged in a
35 × 24cm softback for neat storage.
ONLY £7.50

Miscellany below

96832 GLASSES CASE SYMPHONY
by The Gifted Stationery Company
For men or women with a hard vegan leather shell and
deep generous size, keep sunglasses or prescription
glasses safe secure and scratch free in this bright and
eye-catching colourful design. Portable and lightweight
yet strong and wipe clean, it features a very striking,
yellow-breasted blue-tit perched among large pink and
white flowers against a beautiful bright blue sky.  Lined
with soft flock and comes with a matching pale grey
cleaning cloth. Ideal to easily find in your handbag or
coat pocket! Nice deep 5 x 16.5 x 8cm.
ONLY £8
96833 LUNCH BAG - FOXY TALES
by The Gifted Stationery Company
This insulated lunch bag features a pale teal woven
handle and zip closure, with an easy wipe-clean, food-
safe metallic liner and an elastic strap to keep contents
secure. Decorated with a beautiful tan mother red fox in
three poses among daisies and teasels, it’s perfect for
work, school, or a countryside picnic. 12.5 × 22 × 16cm.
ONLY £8.75
96826 A5 NOTEBOOK FOXY TALES
by The Gifted Stationery Company
A very beautiful design of two red foxes, mother and
cub, in a meadow of daisies and teasels, this notebook is
perfect for writing, taking notes, journaling, making lists
and much more.  Flexi-bound notebook with 176 sheets
of ruled white paper, space for date top right corner,
mustard colour printed on the side edges and with a
matching golden mustard elastic closure keeps pages
pristine. A5 size, 221 x 154mm.
ONLY £7.50

97610 KNIT YOUR OWN
ZOO: Best In Show
by Sally Muir and Joanna
Osborne
From an outstandingly successful
series Best In Show, here are 25
designs for wild animals with
instructions for knitting spots,
stripes, furs, scales, trunks, wings
and beaks.  It’s a real zoological
tour of the globe with patterns for a
realistic tiger, crocodile, penguin,
cheetah, great anteater, armadillo,
fruit bat, ring-tailed lemur, brown

bear, grey seal and pup, polar bear, koala, chimpanzee, lion, zebra, meerkat,
orangutan, a kangaroo and joey among them.  With hints, methods,
resources and for the beginner, the one-colour animals like the bears and seal
are a good place to start up to the more complicated meerkat and lemur.
From animals of the frozen waste of the Antarctic, the deserts of Africa, the
jungles of Asia and the outback of Australia, they can all be yours.  With
really beautiful yarns and realistic stuffing, make a friend for life or a very
special gift to be given.  A beautiful layout, 176 pages in landscape format
and colour photos throughout.
£12.99 NOW £5

97499 MY CROCHET
ANIMALS: Crochet 12
Furry Animal Friends
plus 35 Stylish Clothes and
Accessories
by Isabelle Kessedjian
Cute creatures with personality
plus! Crochet yourself a family of
fun furry animal friends that are
guaranteed to make you smile.
Instagram sensation Isabelle
Kessedjian has created this
adorable range of forest and farmyard animals with their very own stylish
wardrobes - all in crochet! Using Isabelle’s easy patterns, discover how to
personalize them with your choice of clothing and accessories.  Each animal is
presented as a mini story to bring your new friend to life, with a whole heap of

extras to complete each scene. Go on a day out with Family Rabbit and their baby Bunny, take a romantic trip to
Paris with Koala and Panda, have fun on a camping trip with Bear complete with satchel and camera, explore the
forest with Reindeer and Fox, and enjoy a feast with the pink and perky Pigs.  These fantastic animals have bags
of personality and make delightful gifts. 277 x 212mm.  96 page paperback.
ONLY £10

97501 STITCH 50 CATS: Easy Sewing
Patterns for Cute Plush Kitties
by Alison J. Reid
Why not try a Norwegian Forest Cat, Sokoke, Siamese,
Sphynx and even a Lion! Be the cat that got the cream
with this delightfully feline collection of easy hand-sewn
projects. This charming guide turns your favourite cats
into felt companions, from fluffy long-hairs and sleek
short-hairs to hairless wonders and even the occasional
big cat with attitude.  Pattern, colour and shape are key,
so capturing these details in felt was important. Each
design comes with step-by-step instructions and full-size
templates, making it easy to create your own miniature

pride of perfectly stitched kitties. Whip up brooches, bag charms and home
decorations, or go full cat-obsessed and scale them into plush toys that may or may
not take over your sofa. The focus is all in the details - markings, colour patterns and
those suspiciously judgmental cat eyes - all carefully captured in soft felt. Simple,
hand-sewn and gloriously addictive. 128 pages, 237 x 223mm.
ONLY £14.99
96577 ADORABLE STUFFED ANIMALS: Big Sewing Book
by Rabea Rauer and Yvonne Reidelbach
Create a cuddly zoo with this delightful guide to making toys for babies, children, and adults alike. From an
elephant grasping-toy, caterpillar dummy chain, meerkat rattle, and bird mobile to teddies, kissing hedgehogs,
Harry the Hare, Andy the Ape, and Betty the Bat, there’s a toy for every occasion.  Practical designs include a
hippo cushion with cherry stones, Dino the pyjama-eating dinosaur, a piggy bank, tortoise seat, lion glove
puppet, crab desk tidy, and an owl advent calendar. Step-by-step instructions guide you through sewing
machine basics, cutting, and assembly, with full-size sheet patterns included in the back.  64 glossy pages
packed with brilliant colour photos to inspire your own handmade cuddly creations.
ONLY £4

!!!!!

ANIMAL MAGIC  Create your very own band of Furry Friends!

!!!!!

HUMOUR
It must be eight years since I last saw

Joseph Taboys. How pleasant it would be
to meet his jovial face again, to clasp his

strong hand, and to hear his cheery laugh
once more! He owes me 14 shillings, too.
- Jerome K. Jerome, Idle Thoughts of an

Idle Fellow

97622 GILES:
The Collection
2026
by Owen Preston
Ronald Giles was the
celebrated cartoonist
of the two Express
newspapers for
almost 50 years. The
huge imaginary
family he created,

led by the terrifying umbrella-wielding Grandma, is
credited with influencing public opinion and is also a
valuable record of social history, telling us what people
were saying, thinking, doing, wearing and eating in the
years between 1943 to 1991. A keen sailor, Giles was
the grandson of a jockey, and many of the Family’s
expeditions feature boats or racing. Prince Philip was a
great fan, and there were those who suspected that the
gin-drinking Grandma with her love of the racecourse
was modelled on the Queen Mother. This collection of
150 cartoons continues the tradition of the Giles
Christmas Annual and covers every aspect of the Giles
world, from “Family Gatherings” to “Police and Prison”.
Starting with Days Out, a boatman reassures Dad that
the craft he’s hiring is very easy to handle, and as the
family rabble goes wild in the background he adds “from
the look of things it needs be”. In 1953 the gang are
creating uproar at a holiday camp, and in 1959 the sun
shines outside while the Family is indoors glued to the
new-fangled luxury of a television. A brush with the law
is never far away, and an arrested felon explains, “Well,
we went to the bank and picked up our increase in
salary as from last September”. Railway strikes see the
dreaded Auntie Mildred arriving for Sunday lunch by
balloon. In 1966 a group of croquet-playing ladies are
admonished for their aggressive “world-cup tactics” and
in 1978 fans of John Lloyd and Bjorn Borg come to
blows over their idols’ personal attributes rather than
their tennis skills. The many humorous details in these
crowded drawings give Giles that classic star quality.
160pp, softback, 150 full-page cartoons.
£14.99 NOW £6

97022 GILES: THE COLLECTION 2025
by Carl Giles
The latest annual volume from Express Newspapers.
These celebrated artworks capture working people in
hilarious scenes - hospital staff, transport workers,
policemen and politicians, the military, law and order and
local government all get the Giles treatment to bring
British life and eccentricity into sharp focus.  As ever, the
drawings are bustling family scenes, gently anarchic
children, long-suffering parents, and sharp observations of
British life and politics. 150 artworks and captions to give
a contemporary perspective. 160 large softback pages.
£14.99 NOW £6
95978 CRAP SOUVENIRS: The Ultimate Kitsch
Collection  by Doug Lansky
3D coffee mug (boobs) or genuine kangaroo testicles, an
Australian souvenir beer can opener! Souvenirs have
been around in one form or another for nearly as long as
humans have been travelling - paperweights, women’s
compacts, playing cards and of course the postcard, a
subtle way of showing off, creating jealousy among
friends and family stuck at home.  Statue of Liberty hair
comb?  Humping camels?  Union Jack underpants? 160
page softback, colour.
$10.95 NOW £2.50
96074 HERE COMES THE FUN: A Year of
Making Merry  by Ben Aitken
Aitken filled his calendar with potentially pleasurable
pursuits - a pilgrimage in Spain, afternoon bingo,
volunteering in a charity shop, sitting on a bench,
improv, wake boarding, learning Welsh, attempting
yoga, taking line dancing lessons, ecstatic dancing, edible
gardening, book club, Finnish sauna, birdwatching,
singing in a choir, camping, talking to strangers,
rollerblading, conversation, we enjoy the author’s year
of making merry. 304pp.
£18.99 NOW £4

90454 ULTIMATE
CARTOON BOOK OF
BOOK CARTOONS
edited by Bob Eckstein
The world’s greatest
cartoonists drawing about
books and bookshops, the
book is a result of hearing
hundreds of bookshop stories
about cute bookshop cats,
collectors, owners and the
vibrant institutions that are
our bookshops.  See what

can go wrong at a book event, a meet the author and a
book signing, reading groups, book club enactments,
bookshop signs. The first cartoon is of a house absolutely
crammed with books, flowing out from the windows,
and the owners and dog resigned to sitting outside and
offering passing bibliophiles a chance to read.  Next is
Adam and Eve sitting in the Garden of Eden with the
caption: ‘I can’t help thinking there’s a book in this.’
Next is a busy bookstore with a big display of ‘Latte
Damaged Books’.  Next is ‘We used your unsold copies
to build a tree, but it’s not the same’ with a huge book
stack in a forest alongside real trees - back to nature?  A
lady looks at the Memoirs section in a bookshop with the
bookcases displayed under three headings: Way Better
Than Your Life; Pretty Much Like Your Life; Way Worse
Than Your Life.  An enthusiastic love letter to books and
bookshops with 33 masters of cartoon art in the USA
including Nick Downes, Bob Mankoff and more which
have all been published in the New Yorker, while others
are published here for the first time.  A bibliophile’s
delight, 144 large pages, 133 full page cartoons.  21 x
22.5cm.
£13.99 NOW £7

“I can’t help thinking there’s a book in this.”

“Be funny if the siren went now wouldn’t it?.”

97643 WILLIE,
WILLIE, HARRY, STEE
An Epically Short
History of Our Kings
and Queens
by Charlie Higson,
illustrated by Jim Moir
Star of The Fast Show
Charlie Higson joins forces
with his chum Vic Reeves,
aka the artist Jim Moir, to
produce a contemporary
equivalent to 1066 and All
That but with a lot more
facts. If you want info
about British monarchs,
preferably in entertaining

form, this book is for you. Any inappropriate behaviour
by the royals today is easily exceeded by what their
ancestors got up to. Starting with William the Conqueror,
Higson expertly negotiates the competing claims to the
throne of several people called Harold, revealing in the
process that the successful King Harold was not shot in
the eye as depicted on the Bayeux Tapestry, but that
the tapestry
was spin-
doctored in
later years
because the
truth was
even more
brutal. The
next
legendary
event was
Henry II’s murder
of his old mate
Thomas Becket, who was
as wild as Henry himself until
Henry made him Archbishop of
Canterbury, when he outraged everyone by taking it
seriously. Everybody knows about the wives of Henry
VIII so Higson introduces some lesser-known nuggets
such as his waist measurement of 52 inches and the fact
that he had to be hoisted onto his horse with a special
pulley. Following the romantic but largely Catholic
Stuarts, Hanoverian George I was less interesting but
achieved notoriety when his wife was unwise enough to
flaunt her affair with a dashing officer, who subsequently
“disappeared in the south American sense”.  Victoria
was only four foot eleven inches but presided over huge
scientific and industrial advances. The author sees Prince
Albert as rather controlling, although he is not impressed
by the myth that in widowhood Victoria secretly married
her servant John Brown. Lurching into the 20th century,
in 1960 Andrew was the first child born to a reigning
monarch for 100 years, and if Charles III had been a
medieval king, he would undoubtedly have been
considered insufficiently ruthless and warlike. The author
thinks creating a brand of biscuits might not have been
enough to hack it with the thanes. 413pp, line drawings.
£22 NOW £8.50

VJ Day on 15 Aug 1945 marked the end of WWII,
leading to celebrations around the world
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96823 VIZ ANNUAL
2024: The Barber’s
Pole  by Viz Magazine
Viz Annual Compilation
302-311.  Two years’
worth of Viz mayhem in
one hilarious volume! Dive
into the outrageous
adventures of Roger
Mellie, The Fat Slags, Sid
the Sexist, Biffa Bacon,
Johnny Fartpants, Raffles
the Gentleman Thug, and
many more, alongside
classic strips like Mrs Brady

Old Lady, The Drunken Bakers, and Ptolemy’s Bum-
Hole Tombola. Packed with Readers’ Letters, Top Tips,
spoof ads, quizzes, games, and cut-out fun, this is a feast
of irreverent humour for adults. 224pp, 30 × 23.5cm.
£13.99 NOW £3.75  BACK IN STOCK
96824 VIZ ANNUAL 2025: The Guard’s Parcel
by Viz Magazine
Viz: The Annual 312-321.  A hardback collection of a
year’s worth of Viz, Britain’s famously rude and
irreverent adult comic. Enjoy the Broon Windsors, Billy
the Fish, Cindy Felix, Crypto Nige, Major
Misunderstanding, Foodie Bollocks, Star Letters, fake
adverts, Top Tips, and much more. True tales, daft
games, outrageous cartoons, and irrepressibly juvenile
humour fill every page. 224pp, colour, 24 × 30cm. A
companion to The Barber’s Pole.
£13.99 NOW £6

97081 I THINK,
THEREFORE I DRAW:
Understanding
Philosophy Through
Cartoons
by Daniel Klein and
Thomas Cathcart
We have been blessed with
Nietzschean cartoonists,
Aristotelian, Sartrean, post-
Kantrian and Marxist
cartoonists and many are
spot on topic.  In this
delightful introduction to the
major debates of Western
thought, life’s Big Questions,

from morality and gender to the meaning of existence,
are explored with insight and playfulness.  Meet De
Beauvoir on a building site, Kant trapped in a
snowglobe, Machiavelli on a tennis court. With cartoons
that illuminate as much as they entertain. 302 page
paperback.
£9.99 NOW £3.25
96356 BEDTIME STORIES FOR PRIVILEGED
CHILDREN by Daniel Foxx
‘Charming Tales of Wealth and Entitlement for Tots Who
Were Simply Born Better.’  Follow Rupert, Shallotte, and
Genevievette on their hilariously extravagant
adventures - skiing, holidaying, and drifting through
Selfridges - always careful to avoid the dreaded hoi
polloi! From Rupert’s duty-free holiday to Cosmo’s state-
school confusion and Lily firing Kate from marketing, this
witty satire is full of mischief and charm. Line drawings,
142pp.
£14.99 NOW £2.50
96590 FEATHERED & FABULOUS
by Alison Throckmorton
Meet Noreen, Barbara, Brittany, Gloria and a whole
flamboyant flock of glamorous, sharp-tongued birds. With
dazzling plumage and even brighter personalities, these
feathered divas deliver boozy quips, wicked one-liners
and unapologetic attitude. Whether it’s Vera wishing
she’d bought that extra bottle of wine or Maeve held
together by shapewear and sheer will, these
unapologetic “real housebirds” are living their best lives
in full colour.  Fabulous bird photography and irreverent
humour. 64 pages.
£9.99 NOW £2
97079 HOW DID WE END UP HERE?
Unpublished Letters to the Daily Telegraph
edited by Kate Moore
2023 edition of the bestselling series.  From the cost of
living crisis to King Charles’ coronation; the unstoppable
rise of AI to the Ashes, nothing escapes the hilariously
whimsical and sometimes risqué musings of the
Telegraph letter writers.  SIR - When it comes to the
NHS, Rishi Sunak is tackling the crocodiles rather than
draining the swamp.   SIR - Shrinkflation has got so bad
now that Wagon Wheels should be renamed Trolley
Wheels.  SIR - Who needs artificial intelligence to read a
person’s mind? 206 pages.
£9.99 NOW £3.25

96427 DIFFERENT TIMES:
A History of British Comedy
by David Stubbs
From Chaplin and Laurel’s
slapstick, to Spike Milligan and
Monty Python’s surreal humour,
through Benny Hill’s golden age
of political incorrectness, and the
punk-inspired alternative scene,
David Stubbs traces the evolution
of British comedy. He explores
the writers, performers, and
unsung heroes behind the laughs,
showing how humour reflects

society, shapes national identity, and evolves with the
times - from Ealing classics to East Cheam (1945-61) to
Outnumbered. 400pp.
£20 NOW £5.50

Humour

WAR MEMOIRS
The Great War differed from all ancient wars

in the immense power of the combatants
and their fearful agencies of destruction,

and from all modern wars in the utter
ruthlessness with which it was fought.

- Winston Churchill

97614 CHILDREN OF
LINGFIELD HOUSE
by Titti Marrone
This book tells the
extraordinary stories of 25
children who survived the
Holocaust, came to the UK,
and stayed at Lingfield
House for a period of
rehabilitation before
embarking on their new
lives. The narrative is lightly
fictionalised but the children
and the staff of the house
were real, as was their
benefactor Sir Benjamin
Drage who wrote newspaper

articles as early as 1939 asking for Jewish children to
relocate to England. The story is told from the point of
view of psychiatrist Alice Goldberger, a colleague of
Anna Freud, daughter of Sigmund, who worked with
the first child refugees. As the book opens she is
preparing to welcome twelve children to Lingfield, but
when the children arrive in the dark they are terrified of
what might be in store and are prepared to trust no-one.
Some try to make a run for it and they all reject the
offer of food and clothes. Instead of eating the food,
some children hide it in their clothes to save for later.
The first night, six of the youngest sleep together on the
floor under one of the beds they have been given. Even
this is better than the conditions they endured at Terezin,
Theresienstadt, which the Nazis advertised as a modern
settlement with show houses, concealing the intense
cruelty and deprivation. Babies born in the camp were
immediately killed, but a group of mothers managed to
conceal their children and some of the Lingfield children
were born in the camp. As the effects of good food,
kindness and soul-soothing music begin to have an
effect, Alice starts to learn some of the children’s stories,
for instance the harrowing experiences of 9-year-old Erin
from Czechoslovakia who had gone on the run dressed
as a girl with his mother. As a postscript we learn what
happened to all the children later in life. 256pp,
paperback.
£9.99 NOW £5

97695 UNDER THE
SICKLE AND THE
SLEDGEHAMMER
by Kirsti Huurre
Sub-titled ‘One Woman’s
Private Diary from 1930s
Soviet Russia’, this is a
warm, disturbing and
compulsive story of life in
Stalinist Russia and the
persistent tyranny of Russian
imperialism.  A testament to
the ongoing fight for
Freedom ‘this book is no
spur-of-the-moment thing. It
evolved as my life evolved

in the nine years I endured living in Soviet Russia.’
Originally published in 1942 when war was still raging
between Finland and the Soviet Union, and the outcome
still unknown, the book was among a list of around 300
proscribed titles in times of aggressive book censorship.
The author wrote this memoir under a pseudonym Kirsti
Huurre, a Finnish woman who immigrated to the Soviet
Union in the 1930s, convinced the new egalitarian state
and workers’ paradise would provide a better life for
herself and her young son.  She was hopeful that once
settled she would be able to send for him.  What
followed was vastly different to what she was promised
- a life filled with fear, suspicion, violence and state-run
propaganda. Kirsti eventually escaped, defying the odds
when so many of her friends and loved ones did not.
She escaped in 1941 and this is the first translation of
this important memoir, a woman’s perspective including
the Winter War 1939-40.  ‘My Russian neighbours were
downright afraid to talk to me - at least that’s the
impression I got. But then Vera, the young wife of a
Moscow commander-in-chief, broke the ice. She came
up to me courageously and said ‘Today, you are crying.
Ah! But it might be me tomorrow.’’  They shared the
fear of so many across the whole of Russia.  What has
changed?  227pp, photos and maps.
£20 NOW £7.50
96736 IN SERVICE: The Story of a Welsh
Guardsman  by Tim Rees
During six years with the 1st Battalion Welsh Guards,
Tim Rees saw active service in Northern Ireland and the
Falklands in 1982, while also serving as battalion
photographer. After leaving the Army, he joined the
BBC in Cardiff. In this vivid memoir, Rees he life from
the Guards Depot to Berlin, Northern Ireland, Kenya,
London, and the Falklands, covering everything from
academic struggles and intelligence work to
photographing the Queen and helping Rudolf Hess out of
an ambulance. With a mix of humour, harsh reality, and
insight, he shares the camaraderie, discipline, and trials
of military life. 272 page illustrated paperback.
£14.99 NOW £3

97631 REPAIR SHOP foreword by Will Kirk
Sub-titled ‘Heartwarming Restorations That
Tell the Story of World War II’.  The huge
popularity of the BBC’s Repair Shop TV programme
is not so much down to money-saving, but more the
fascination of old artefacts, learning what they were
used for and who used them, and finally the
satisfaction of a job well done when they are
returned to their gleaming pristine state. The
satisfaction is all the greater when the objects are
from the historic struggle of the second World War in
which lives were lost in defence of our freedom. The
30 projects in this book, together with interviews
with the craftspeople who do the repairs, range from
a bag that belonged to Churchill’s cook to a beautiful

mosaic cross that its owner, a Romanian who fought with the Russians, believed
saved his life by stopping a bullet. Objects from the Home Front include a secret
radio from the occupied Channel Islands, built to receive forbidden news bulletins
from the BBC. Possibly the weirdest of all the rescued objects is a shop
mannequin (“Bert”) found after the bombing of the tailoring area of London’s east
end. As the Blitz started, many children were evacuated to the country, and
Margaret Dyson’s dolly is the one memento that survived a plane crashing into
their house and killing her mum. Intelligence-gathering artefacts include a
spycatcher’s clock and a codebreaker’s writing case. Among the interviewees is leatherworker Suzie Fletcher, a
pacifist who feels a personal satisfaction in the magic of healing as she restores leather wallets and cases. The
“Teddy Bear Ladies”, Amanda Tatchell and Julie Middleditch, specialise in all kinds of toys and take a special
interest in wartime relics because both their fathers served in WWII, one in Arctic convoys and another at Arnhem.
A 101-year-old Royal Navy veteran brings a cockpit clock he salvaged from an aircraft, while another frontline
artefact is a Dunkirk radio in a battered case. A hat box stuffed with wartime love letters is particularly precious.
192pp, colour photos on every page showing exactly how the restoration was done.
£25 NOW £9  SAVE £16!

97680 LAST HEROES:
Voices of British and
Commonwealth
Veterans
by Gary Bridson-
Daley
The book is dedicated to
all veterans, servicemen
and service women from
the UK and
Commonwealth countries
from all backgrounds and
cultures who served this
country in any and every
capacity during the
Second World War and
who answered that call

selflessly to fight against evil and preserve our
freedom and way of life.   It also pays tribute to those
who have made vital contributions in civilian life.  In
her Foreword, Dame Vera Lynn says ‘I believe it is
our shared vision to honour veterans from all the
services - Army, Navy, Air Force, Intelligence and
Home Front...’ and this book ‘brings to life the voices
of World War Two veterans...and also includes
poignant veterans’ poetry.’  In this new and revised
third edition with additional material to celebrate the
lives of D-Day and Arnhem veterans, the author
presents 46 of over 150 interviews he conducted over
recent years, adding to the history books the words
and the original poetry of those who fought and
supported the war effort from each corner of the British
Isles, from Dam Buster George ‘Johnny’ Johnson,
through to riveter Susan Jones, heroes all.  Very well
illustrated throughout with rare photographs like
firemen in action during the Manchester Blitz, a
Canadian recruitment poster, service histories and
personal stories, awards and gallantry medals,
contemporary and service photographs side by side,
and even a signed message from Gandhi to one
interviewee Sergeant Bernard Morgan given to him
during their meeting in October 1946.  422 page
paperback, illus.
£14.99 NOW £5.99
97399 MADNESS: A Memoir of War, Fear and

PTSD  by Fergal Keane
A once-familiar face on our TV news bulletins, BBC

Special Correspondent Fergal Kean has covered conflict
for more than 30 years, from Rwanda, Sudan, South
Africa, Somalia, Iraq, Afghanistan, Ukraine and many

more. But all this time he struggled not to be
overwhelmed by his acute ‘complex post-traumatic stress

disorder’ and a number of mental breakdowns and
hospitalisations. Keane interrogates what it is that draws

him to the wars, what keeps him there and offers a
reckoning of the damage done.  PTSD affects people
from all walks of life.  Trauma can be found in many
places, not just war. “Kyiv cut off, unable to leave.

Nothing for it but to knuckle down and report the battle
for the city. My conscience knows this is an addict’s

evasion.” Fergal Keane is also a recovering alcoholic,
sober for more than 20 years, which is also described in
his book as well as thoughts about colleagues like Frank

Gardner in his BBC office, paralysed from the waist
down by a gunman in Saudi Arabia in 2004, and

memories of other colleagues taken in their line of duty
as war correspondents. 296 pages, photos.

£22 NOW £6.50
96365 D-DAY THE ORAL HISTORY
by Garrett Graff
Sub-titled The Turning Point of World War II by the
People Who Were There, Graff has gathered thousands of
short statements from soldiers, nurses, pilots, civilians,
politicians, volunteers, and eyewitnesses - from German
defenders to French villagers, from Winston Churchill to
Franklin Roosevelt - to paint a vivid picture of the lead-up
to D-Day and the invasion itself. On 6 June 1944, over
150,000 Allied troops stormed the beaches in the largest
combined air and seaborne assault in history, a pivotal
moment that began the end of the Third Reich. Stirring,
surprising, grim, joyous, and always riveting, drawn from
the memories of over 600 people. Illus, paperback.
£16.99 NOW £4

97026 LEST WE
FORGET: War and Peace
in 100 British
Monuments
by Tessa Dunlop
From Boadicea to Basra,
Tess Dunlop explains the
background to 100
monuments arranged
chronologically. Britian’s
patron saint St George, a
Roman soldier who died in
303 AD, is commemorated
as a triumphant horseman in
Hyde Park’s Cavalry of the
Empire Memorial of 1924.

The Black Prince in Leeds City Square is another
impressive 20th century equestrian statue, representing
Prince Edward of Woodstock who led the charge at
Poitiers, becoming the epitome of chivalry before he
died in 1376. Nurse Edith Cavell, captured and
executed in 1915, is remembered in London’s St
Martin’s Place. Many Indian soldiers recruited to fight
in World War have their resting place in the Muslim
Burial Ground Peace Garden of 1917 in Woking, while
Hindus and Sikhs are memorialized in Brighton. Nelson,
Wellington, Churchill, Monty, Turing, the
Kindertransport children, Violet Szabo, the Bevin Boys,
and War Horses are among the many other memorials.
Particularly moving is the section on Tombs of the
Unknown Soldier, in which the author speaks to the
relatives of the soldiers in modern wars whose bodies
were never recovered. 372pp, line drawings.
£22 NOW £8

97310 ONES WHO GOT
AWAY: Mighty Eighth
Airmen on the Run in
Occupied Europe
by Bill Yenne
A remarkable collection of
accounts of intrepid American
aircrew shot down over enemy
lines during World War II who
eluded the prison camps and
how they got away.  P-47 pilot
Joel McPherson feigned
appendicitis and was able to
escape from the local German
military hospital - after he had

his appendix removed.  He spent weeks operating as a
getaway driver for a Maquis bank robber gang before
making it into neutral Spain. Bomber crewmen Fred
Hartung and Norman Therrien found refuge at a French
château, but later nearly froze to death crossing the icy
Pyrenees with the Gestapo on their trail.  The accounts
of these men and others from the Mighty Eighth make
this a story of defiance, foolhardiness, and bravery
against the odds.  These are their stories and how a
spider’s web of escape routes sprang up, created by local
resistance groups across the Netherlands, Belgium and
France.  They were given false papers and hidden to be
smuggled back to England; capture would mean certain
death for the airman and the helpers. Their accounts are
sometimes funny, often heartbreaking. Photos, 320
pages.
£25 NOW £9.50  SAVE £15.50!
96367 DEVIL DOGS  by Saul David
The ‘Devil Dogs’ of K Company, 3/5 Marines, part of
the legendary First Marine Division, landed on the
beaches of Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands in 1942,
and were present when Okinawa finally fell to American
troops after a bitter struggle in June 1945.  In between
they fought in the ‘Green Hell’ of Cape Gloucester on
the island of New Britain, and across the coral wasteland
of Peleliu in the Palau Islands.  The Devil Dogs were
asked to do something extraordinary - take on the
victorious Imperial Japanese Army and defeat it.  This is
the story of how they did just that.  Remarkably, the
company contained an unusually high number of
talented writers, whose first-hand accounts provide the
colour, emotion, and context. 604 page paperback, 16
pages of photos.
£9.99 NOW £3.25 MORE OVER PAGE
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97262 BOMBER BOY:
My Life as A Bomber
Pilot
by Dereck French DFC &
BAR, edited by Dennis
Newton
With chapters including the
Phoney War, Target
Eindhoven, Wittering,
Manchester’s squadrons 207
and 97, the Big Ships, the
Desert Air Force, El Alamein,
and India and Ferry
command among them,
Dereck French was an

original bomber boy and one of those few who managed
to survive the war. Flying Hampdens, he bombed
Europe day and night. He bombed in Manchesters too,
an aircraft still experimental and pressed into service too
soon. In Wellingtons, he bombed North Africa as the war
at last turned in favour of the Allies, and from India he
bombed Burma as the tide of that campaign was
changing too.  Dereck’s words are not inhibited by
wartime censorship, nor are they distorted by
propaganda.  Aircraft and tactics are described with
technical expertise.  People are portrayed ‘warts and all’,
as they really were. 16 pages of rare and archive
photos, 320pp.
£20 NOW £7.50

95995 IN GOOD COMPANY
by the Hon. William Fraser

Sub-titled The First World War Letters and Diaries of the
Hon. William Fraser, Gordon Highlanders, this book

presents the front-line experiences of Fraser, who went
to Flanders in 1914 with the 2nd Battalion. Over the

course of the war he commanded a platoon, a company,
a Territorial battalion, and a Regular battalion, finishing
as a 28-year-old lieutenant-colonel. Wounded several
times, Fraser survived the battles of Ypres, Arras,

Cambrai, and the final victories of 1918, earning the
Military Cross, three Distinguished Service Orders, and

three Mentions in Despatches. His letters and diaries
provide an unbroken, often sharply critical account of

trench life. 348pp.
£19.99 NOW £2.75

97316 SIGN HERE FOR
SACRIFICE
by Ian Gardner
Sub-titled ‘The Untold Story
of the Third Battalion, 506th
Airborne, Vietnam 1968’, a
hard-hitting history of the
U.S. airborne unit.  Covers
training, orientation and
deployment, Operation
Rose, Klamatyh Falls, Battle
of the Knoll and Van Ta
House, Phu Bon, MR-6,
Rockne Gold, Banjo Royce
and beyond. Brigadier
General Salve Matheson’s

idea was to create an 800-strong battalion of airborne
volunteers in the same legendary “Currahee” spirit that
had defined the volunteers of 1942. The man he chose
to lead them was John Geraci, who would mould this
young brotherhood into a highly cohesive and
motivated force.  In December 1967, the battalion was
sent into the Central Highlands of Lam Dong Province.
Geraci and his men began their Search and Destroy
patrols, which coincided with the North Vietnamese
build-up to the Tet Offensive and was a brutal
introduction to the reality of a dirty, bloody war.
Gardner reveals how it was here that the tenacious
volunteers made their mark through countless
interviews and rare personal photographs.  Maps,
Acronyms, chronology, 32 pages of colour and archive
photos, 304 pages.
£25 NOW £8  SAVE £17!
97046 CAPTIVES: Prisoners of War and
Internees 1939-1945
by The National Archives and William Butler
Colditz, Stalag Luft III, Stanley internment camp,
Changi camp, the Isle of Man civilian internment
camps, here are captives like Guy Griffiths, Peter
Butterworth, and Gladys Skillet telling us in their own
words about life in captivity, yet with entertainment,
theatres, sport, education and camp industries, coding
and forging, deportation, medical treatments. Plus the
Wooden Horse escape, the Great Escape, Airey Neave
escaping Colditz, Oswald Job’s treachery, and
liberation in the aftermath, disbanding MI9 and war
crimes trials. Notorious examples of the ill treatment
included the forced ‘death marches’ and the building of
the Thai-Burma railway. 144 pages, colour pictures and
archive documents.
£17.99 NOW £5.75

97076 FIRST WORLD WAR POETS
by Alan Judd and David Crane

This collection of short biographies of those remarkable
men who sought to record and convey the horrors of

the Great War in poetry draws on letters, memoirs and
portraits in a variety of media. Key poems by each of
the poets are reproduced in full, and familiar images of

Rupert Brooke, Wilfred Owen, Robert Graves.
A.A.Milne, Edmund Blunden, Herbert Read, Ford

Madox Ford and Siegfried Sassoon are presented along
with the haunting faces of lesser-known poets such as
Isaac Rosenberg and Ivor Gurney to provide a new
approach to one of the most devastating events in

history. A glamorous National Portrait Gallery
publication heavy with full page colour photographs
drawings and other images. 120 page paperback.

£9.99 NOW £4

War Memoirs

97117 FATHERLAND: A Memoir of War,
Conscience and Family Secrets
by Burkhard Bilger
Burkhard Bilger hardly knew his grandfather growing up.
Karl Gönner was a schoolteacher and Nazi party
member from the Black Forest.  In 1940, he was sent to
a village in occupied France and tasked with turning its
children into proper Germans.  A fervent Nazi when the
war began, he grew close to the villagers over the next
four years, till he came to think of himself as their
protector, shielding them from his own party’s brutality.
He was arrested in 1946 and accused of war crimes.
Was he a vicious collaborator or just struggling to atone
for his country’s crimes?  Bilger goes to Germany to find
out. 318 pages, paperback, photos.
£10.99 NOW £5.50

97625 HISTORY OF
MEDICINE IN TWELVE
OBJECTS
by Dr Carol Cooper
Each of these medical
objects has a history that
uncovers layers of
information and insight about
the body and the noble
profession of healing.
Starting with the trephine or
trepan, an instrument for
making a hole in the head,
archaeology reveals the
existence of the first
neurosurgical procedures
about 12,000 years ago. In

classical Greece, Hippocrates gave instructions on
trepanning for skull fractures, and leaping forwards to
18th century Europe the procedure was popular for
concussion and brain inflammation. John Hughlings
Jackson of York, who worked into the 20th century,
was the pioneer of modern neurology, identifying
temporal lobe epilepsy which is implicated in many
mental conditions such as fear and panic. The bone-
saw has had a varied history and is now largely
superseded by laser treatments. The mask as a
protection against infection is all too familiar to us
today, and from the 17th century the microscope
enabled an explosion of research into the physical
components of infection itself. Marcello Malpighi used
the microscope to study tissue, founding the science of
histology, while Van Leeuwenhoek in Holland was a
self-taught researcher who founded the whole science
of microbiology. In the 19th century, the microscope
was central to the work of Pasteur and Lister on
bacteria, and this chapter concludes with viruses,
antibiotics and MRSA. The stethoscope as a diagnostic
tool was a major advance, and surgery was
transformed by the discovery of the anaesthetic
properties of ether and chloroform. In this section the
author also discusses the misuse of drugs such as
Pentothal. The hypodermic needle and syringe
changed the way medication could be administered,
and other topics covered are the obstetric forceps, the
X-ray machine, including different forms of scanning,
the ECT machine, the heart-lung machine and the
prosthetic hip. 298pp, timeline, line drawings.
£18.99 NOW £7

97714 JAMES HUTTON:
The Genius of Time
by Ray Perman
Discover one of the Scottish
Enlightenment’s brightest
stars.  Among the giants of
the Scottish Enlightenment,
the name of James Hutton is
overlooked. Yet his Theory
of the Earth revolutionised
the way we think about how
our planet was formed and
laid the foundation for the
science of geology.  He was
in his time a doctor, a
farmer, a businessman, a

chemist yet he described himself as a philosopher - a
seeker after truth.  A friend of James Watt and of
Adam Smith, he was a polymath, publishing papers on
subjects as diverse as why it rains and a theory of
language.  He shunned status and official position,
refused to give up his strong Scots accent and vulgar
speech, loved jokes and could start a party in an
empty room.  Yet much of his story remains a
mystery.  His papers, library and mineral collection all
vanished after his death and only a handful of letters
survive.  Chapters covers his fascination with fossils,
turning soot into gold, a Junto of Jacobites and Tories,
death and age.  Hutton seemed to be a lifelong
bachelor, yet had a secret son whom he supported
throughout his life.  This book uses new sources and
original documents to bring the man to life and places
him firmly among the geniuses of his time.  2026
marks 300 years since the birth of James Hutton.
Timeline, glossary of geological and scientific terms,
290 pages, 12 pages of colour photos and engravings.
£25 NOW £9  SAVE £16!

SCIENCE AND MATHS
The most exciting phrase to hear in

science... is ‘That’s funny...’
- Richard Feynman

97171 THIS IS YOUR
MIND ON PLANTS
by Michael Pollan
Pollan explores three very
different drugs - opium, caffeine
and mescaline - and throws the
fundamental strangeness of our
thinking about them into sharp
relief.  Chapters include The
Orphan Psychedelic, in which
we meet the cacti, the birth of a
new religion, peeking inside the
teepee, and drunk at the wheel.
Pollan reckons with the
powerful human attraction to
psychoactive plants, and the

equally powerful taboos. A unique blend of history,
science, memoir and reportage. 274 page paperback.
£10.99 NOW £3.50
95532 PROFESSOR OF SECRETS: Mystery,
Medicine, and Alchemy in Renaissance Italy
by William Eamon
In 1570s Milan, Leonardo Fioravanti was seen by some
as a dangerous quack. Arriving from Venice, where he
had faced accusations of fraud, he was celebrated in
Spain for his pioneering treatment of gunshot wounds.
One of the so-called ‘professors of secrets,’ Fioravanti’s
experiments often brushed against the occult and
alchemy.  His famous splenectomy - removing a
patient’s spleen to show the body could survive without
it - cured the patient and became a sensational publicity
stunt when he displayed the organ in the marketplace.
368 pages, illustrated.
£19.99 NOW £2.75

97380 COUNTING
by Benjamin Wardhaugh
Subtitled ‘Humans, History and
the Infinite Lives of Numbers’.
Acclaimed historian and
mathematician Benjamin
Wardhaugh draws on stories
from the Stone Age to
cyberspace in pursuit of the
elusive, fascinating, endlessly
diverse history of human
counting. We see counting used,
and changed, by Indian scholars
using number symbols, Chinese
peasants and Papuan

shopkeepers making machines that count in East Asia;
counting words and more in the Pacific world; and we
meet the distinctive numerous agendas of Mayan kings,
US governments and Korean vloggers. Blending history,
anthropology and popular science, it shows counting not
as a neutral tool, but as a deeply cultural practice that
both reflects and shapes how humans understand and
organise the world. 376 pages. Illustrated.
£25 NOW £8  SAVE £17!
95949 ASTEROID HUNTER by Dante Lauretta
A captivating, behind-the-scenes account of NASA’s
historic OSIRIS-REx mission to return an asteroid sample
and unlock the mystery of formation of life on earth
braided with the remarkable life of the mission’s leader,
Dr. Dante Lauretta (Sara Seager).  On September 11th
1999, scientists uncovered a rare carbon-rich asteroid of
immense scientific importance - a colossal celestial entity
dubbed Bennu, a rare breed of asteroid capable of
revealing the essence of life itself.  Dr. Dante Lauretta
and his team embarked on a daring quest to avert an
unprecedented catastrophe as Bennu threatens to collide
with our planet. 320pp, illus.
£25 NOW £2.50  SAVE £22.50!
97015 BIG BANG OF NUMBERS by Manil Suri

Subtitled ‘How to Build the Universe Using Only Maths’.
Our universe has multiple origin stories, from religious
creation myths to the Big Bang of scientists.  But if we

leave those behind and start from nothing, no matter, no
cosmos, not even empty space, could we create a

universe using only maths?  Manil Suri uses maths to
create our world starting with numbers and continuing

through geometry, algebra, arithmetic, patterns, physics
and beyond. His chapters touch on the fourth and higher
dimensions, the algebra of distance, Nature’s soft spot,

fractals, the why and how of Nature’s patterns, a
universe run by laws, time and space, the curvature of

space time, close encounters of the infinite kind and
beyond.  367 page well illustrated paperback.

£12.99 NOW £5

97393 GRAY MATTERS: A Biography of Brain
Surgery by Theodore Schwartz

The brain weighs just three and a half pounds, but it
governs every aspect of our lives.  Since the early 20th
century, brain surgery has maintained an air of mystery.

Neurosurgeon Theodore Schwartz reveals what it’s
really like to get inside someone’s head - where every
second can mean the difference between life or death.

From the dark days of the lobotomy to the latest
research into the long-term effects of contact sports on

athletes’ cerebral health, Schwartz unfolds the fascinating
story of this extraordinary organ which not only keeps us

alive but makes us who we are. He covers training,
penetrating head trauma, head-on collisions, sports

neurosurgery, weighing up the risks, the hardest part is
knowing when to stop.  An Economist Book of the Year.

496 pages, illus.
£25 NOW £8  SAVE £17!

97377 BOOK OF WONDERS: The Many Lives
of Euclid’s Elements
by Benjamin Wardhaugh
Euclid’s Elements of Geometry was a book that changed
the world, often hailed as the world’s first textbook
which shaped 2000 years of art, philosophy and
literature, as well as science and maths. Wardhaugh
takes us on a journey through history and around the
globe, from an ancient Athens to the workshops of
Restoration London, from the Jewish mission in China to
the artisans of Medieval Baghdad.  He muses on people
whose lives were touched - artists, philosophers,
teachers, playwrights, painters, poets and more.  The
book chases through the byways of Medieval scriptoria,
the rubbish heaps of ancient Egypt, and the streets of
Revolutionary Paris ranging between Ptolemy and Isaac
Newton, Hobbes and Lewis Carroll, and from Alexandria
and Byzantium and from Plato to Mary Fairfax and Max
Ernst. 403 page large softback, illustrated.
£16.99 NOW £6
97400 MAGICK OF MATTER: Crystals, Chaos
and the Wizardry of Physic by Felix Flicker
Magic like science postulates the order and uniformity of
Nature.  Imagine you had a crystal that lit upon your
command: magic must be at work, and you must surely
be a wizard.  The modern term for wizardry is
condensed matter physics.  It is the study of the world
around us - the states of matter and how they emerge
from the quantum realm.  Thanks to its practical magic
we can make lasers which cut through solid metal, trains
which hover in mid-air, and crystals which light our
homes.  It is one of the best-kept secrets in science; a
third of all physicists work on it, yet its story has never
been told.  We go in search of the philosopher’s stone,
through the physics of dirt, the four elements, the magic
of crystals, reflections on the motive power of fire,
beyond the fields we know, spells of division and
protection and the boundless vista. 238 pages.
£20 NOW £7.50

A pre-Great Fire view of Uppsala Castle,
Cathedral and Gustavianum dome,
looking east towards the city centre.

97047 CELSIUS: A Life and Death
by Degrees  by Ian Hembrow
Celsius is a name which is used millions
of times every day. The  18th century
Swedish scientist, who gave his name to
the temperature scale, Celsius was not
only the father of modern climatology
and earth sciences but also a practitioner
of astronomy and the whole realm of
natural philosophy - mathematics,
geophysics - and a multilingual pioneer of
measurement, data and analysis. Anders
became an assistant at the University
working on weather data, later moving
to the Swedish Royal Society and finally

himself becoming Uppsala’s Professor of Astronomy. Travels
throughout Europe followed, studying sea levels and the northern
lights, including a trip to London in 1735, where he met Halley at
the Greenwich Royal Observatory, and the polymath Sir Hans
Sloane. The author vividly imagines Celsius’s first sight of St
Paul’s Cathedral, only a few decades old, in a city newly rebuilt
after the great fire of 1666.  London was followed by a hazardous
trip to the Arctic, and on the resumption of his studies in Uppsala Celsius introduced the temperature scale named after
him, three years before his untimely death from tuberculosis. 304pp, colour photos, timeline, maps.
£25 NOW £9

97151 HUMAN
COMPATIBLE: AI and
the Problem of Control
by Stuart Russell
A leading artificial
intelligence researcher
lays out a new approach
to AI that will enable us
to coexist successfully
with increasingly
intelligent machines.
Russell describes the
near-term benefits we
can expect, from

intelligent personal assistants to vastly
accelerated scientific research, and outlines
the AI breakthroughs that still have to
happen before we reach superhuman AI.
He also spells out the ways humans are
already finding to misuse AI, from lethal
autonomous weapons to viral sabotage.
Russell suggests that we can rebuild AI on a
new foundation, and such machines would
be humble, altruistic, and committed to
pursue our objectives, not theirs. 335 page
paperback. Photos.
£10.99 NOW £3.75

MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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97397 INSIDE THE
STARGAZER’S PALACE
by Violet Moller
Enter the mysterious world of
16th century science, where
astronomers and alchemists
shared laboratories.  In 1543,
Nicolaus Copernicus declared
the earth revolved around the
Sun, overturning centuries of
scholastic presumption.  A new
age was coming into view, one
guided by observation,
technology and logic.  But
charms and potions could still be

found nestled between glistening brass instruments and
leather-bound tomes. From the icy Danish observatory
of Tycho Brahe, to the smoky, sulphur-stained workshop
of John Dee, Violet Moller tours the intellectual heart of
early European science. Exploring its rich,
multidisciplinary culture, she reveals a dazzling forgotten
world, where all knowledge, no matter how arcane,
could be pursued in good faith. Rich in detail and written
with verve and humour, chapters cover Nuremberg,
Louvain, Mortlake the universal library, Kassel, Hven an
island of Urania, Prague, and Atlantis, a vision of the
future. For all curious-minded readers, 291 pages.
£25 NOW £7
96667 NIGHT SKY ALMANAC: A Stargazer’s
Guide to 2025 Box Set  by Storm Dunlop and

Royal Observatory Greenwich
This elegant slipcased set brings together two beautifully
produced hardbacks: Weather Almanac and Night Sky
Almanac.  Weather Almanac offers a month-by-month
look at Britain’s weather, drawing on historic extremes
and notable events from 2023. Each month includes

sunrise and sunset times, moon phases, twilight
diagrams, and weather-related anniversaries. The final

section covers regional climates, cloud types, storm
surges, the Beaufort scale, tornado and hail intensity

scales, and tips for observing and measuring weather.
Richly illustrated with maps, diagrams and photographs,

it includes an A-Z thumb index and a ribbon marker.
272pp.  The companion Night Sky Almanac is a practical

stargazer’s guide for 2025, covering meteor showers,
major celestial events, the Moon, circumpolar
constellations, and monthly sky charts for both

hemispheres. Clear diagrams explain key astronomical
concepts, and the book concludes with dark-sky sites, a
glossary and observation tables - ideal for anyone keen

to follow the night sky throughout the year. 272pp,
illustrated, with pagemarker.

£20 NOW £7.50
92637 150 YEARS OF CLIFTON SUSPENSION
BRIDGE  by Michael Pascoe
A photographic history in big quality softback celebrating
the great engineering achievement of Isambard Kingdom
Brunel, Bristol’s Clifton Suspension Bridge which he
called in his diary ‘My first child, my darling.’  Chapters
include A Great Publick Utility, The Dirtiest Great Shop,
A Rage for Building, This Noble Appreciation of Art, A
Monument of Architectural Taste and Splendour, and
The Bridge Since 1864 among them, plus facts and
figures on Brunel the man, his timeline and a bridge
timeline and a Clifton Suspension Bridge Act of 1830.
Five years after his death in 1864, and 33 years since
construction began, the completed bridge was finally
unveiled. Softback, 96pp, colour.
£14.99 NOW £4.50

97426 A YEAR IN
NUMBERS: 365
Astonishing Maths Facts
by Kyle Evans
A Strong Words 2023 Book of
the Year which is a numerical
trip around the sun, packed with
exciting and intriguing factoids
and arranged in themed
monthly chapters beginning in
January with 0 and 1.  Did you
know four is the only word
which has as many letters as
the size of the number itself?

That there are definitely two people in London with
exactly the same number of hairs on their heads?  Did
you know that only around 100 people have ever lived
beyond a million hours (that’s about 114 years)? Broken
down into 12 chapters from going ‘back to school’ with
arithmetic and times tables through prime numbers and
all the way to the 12 Days of Chris-maths, this book
features a collection of 365 fascinating numerical
‘nuggets’, accompanied by clear, bite-size explanations of
the mathematics that underpin them.  Some longer
explanations expanded in further notes, 346 pages, line
art diagrams.
£12.99 NOW £5
97082 IMMACULATE FORMS: Uncovering the
History of Women’s Bodies by Helen King
The ancient Greeks believed that female bodies and
minds were biologically unstable, dominated by
menstrual blood which built up inside and made the
womb move, pressing on a range of other organs. The
Victorians ruled out higher education for women because
the just wasn’t enough blood in their bodies to supply
both their brains and their wombs and if women were
educated, the race would die out. Procuring A Good
Breast, Find the Clitoris, The Disappearing Hymen,
Existing for the Sake of the Womb are the four chapters
of this fascinating exploration of how medicine and
religion have historically shaped perceptions of women’s
bodies, examining the complex relationship between
female anatomy and identity. This book uncovers how
breasts have been viewed as maternal or sexual, but
seldom both; probes the mysteries of the disappearing
hymen and asks did the clitoris need to be ‘discovered’
at all? Weaving historical knowledge of medicine,
anatomy, literature, art and religion, this narrative
surprises, informs, excites and frequently amuses with its
lively and cheeky tone. 436pp, eight pages of colour
plates and photos too.
£25 NOW £9  SAVE £16!

97384 ENDLESS FORMS:
The Secret World of
Wasps
by Seirian Sumner
Where bees and ants have
long been the darlings of the
insect world, wasps are much
older, cleverer and more
diverse. They are the bee’s
evolutionary ancestors - flying
100 million years earlier - and
today they are just as
essential for the survival of
our environment.  Bee
ecologist Professor Seirian

Sumner argues that the wasp has forgotten how to hunt.
With endless surprises, this book might teach you about
the wasps that spend
their entire lives sealed
inside a fig, about
stinging wasps, about
parasitic wasps, about
wasps that turn
cockroaches into living
zombies, about how
wasps taught us to
make paper.  As both
predator and pollinator,
the wasp is an
essential pest controller
worldwide.  Inside
their sophisticated
social worlds is the best
model we have for the
earth’s major
evolutionary
transitions.  In their
understudied biology
are clues to progressing
medicine, including a
possible cure for
cancer. 387 pages 16
pages of fascinating
close-up colour photos.
£20 NOW £8

Wasps are supreme
architects of paper. Their
nests resemble footballs,
string, tennis rackets and
designer dresses.

BIOGRAPHY /
AUTOBIOGRAPHY

The trouble with life was that you didn’t
get a chance to practice before doing it for

real.
- Terry Pratchett, Pyramids

97613 CHANCELLOR:
The Remarkable
Odyssey of Angela
Merkel by Kati Marton
The daughter of a Lutheran
pastor growing up behind the
Iron Curtain in east
Germany, Angela Merkel
was the first girl in her class
to wear blue jeans, symbol of
the west. She gained the
highest honours at school and
university but turned down
an academic job because she
would be expected to inform
on her colleagues to the Stasi,

the dreaded secret police. Personal integrity was the
bedrock of her life from the beginning. Working as a
research chemist, where she met her first husband, she
abandoned her academic career after the fall of the
Berlin Wall in order to become a politician and after
joining various freedom groups she ended up in the
CDU, the Christian Democratic Union, rising to become
opposition leader and then Chancellor during the 16
years between 2005 and 2021. A protégé of Helmut
Kohl, she was the party’s first female leader and the
country’s first female Chancellor. With political views
strongly influenced by her Protestant faith she
championed women’s issues and globalisation,
controversially welcoming immigration and insisting that
Germany could make it work economically. Merkel was
driven by the legacy of the Holocaust and was
determined that Germany would never again demonise
any ethnic group, and this was one of her bonds with
President Obama. Initially suspicious of Obama’s showy
rhetoric, the exact opposite of her own low-key style,
Merkel came to understand that like her he was a
genuine champion of the outsider, wanting everyone to
have a fair chance in life. Some of Merkel’s decisions
were highly controversial, for instance her support for
President Bush in the 2003 Iraq war and its aftermath,
while her policy of creating closer ties with Russia
backfired with the annexation of Crimea in 2014. But
Merkel was above all a politician who was trusted and
whose integrity commanded universal respect.
Paperback, 344pp, colour photos.
£10.99 NOW £5

97687 NEVER SHAKEN,
NEVER STIRRED
by Christopher Reindorp
Packed with scandalous
anecdotes and exclusive
interviews, glamour and fun, this
is the biography of the Charteris
sisters, Ann Fleming and Laura,
Duchess of Marlborough, who
married influential men and
maintained connections with
society’s elite throughout the 20th
century.  Ann’s third and final
husband was the journalist Ian
Fleming who she inspired to start
writing the spy franchise for
which he would become famous.
Along the way there were

marriages and affairs with some of the biggest names of the
20th century, and together the sisters’ husbands included a duke,
four peers, JFK’s brother-in-law and the alleged illegitimate son of Queen Elizabeth’s uncle.  There were also
passionate flings with a Labour leader, a press baron and a cluster of film and literary stars right through the 1970s and
1980s.  History would come to define Ann and Laura by the men they married, but their marriages are only part of
the story. From royals to writers, film stars to politicians, aristocrats to academics, the Charteris sisters knew
everybody that mattered, their countless friendships allowing them a privileged ringside seat during many momentous
historical moments of the last century. Blazing a glamorous trail with their beauty, charm, riotous behaviour and
energetic love affairs, the aristocratic Charteris sisters alternately delighted and scandalised British society, and their
lives continue to do so to this day.  Awash with booze, the book artfully balances their story of privilege and pathos
‘to present two well-rounded individuals who were maddening, fascinating, and never dull. Dream subjects and a
dream of a biography.’ - Lyndsy Spence.  And pregnancies and croquet and the Daily Mail and James Bond, brace
yourself for this action read.  272pp, ten pages of rare photos such as of John F. Kennedy when he stayed at Himley
Hall in 1939 and Diana Cooper with fag in mouth and Laura at work at her Contessa shop.
£22.99 NOW £8.50

Ann with Randolph Churchill (centre) and his
son, Winston Spencer-Churchill at Warwick
House in 1949.  Laura is in the background
talking to Anthony Eden.

95458 EROTIC
VAGRANCY
by Roger Lewis
Titled Everything About
Richard Burton and Elizabeth
Taylor and 13 years in the
making, this sweeping
biography captures one of
cinema’s most extravagant and
explosive love stories. David
Hare called it “a hot
thunderstorm of a book.”  It
traces the legendary
relationship between Burton
and Taylor - passionate,

volatile, and endlessly public - charting their rise as
Hollywood’s most glamorous couple and their descent
into excess, addiction and repeated breakups. It is also
about celebrity, creativity, being flawed, being brilliant,
sexuality and the intermingling of a low and a highbrow
existence, pride, insecurity, attraction and repulsion,
and devilry. From Burton’s emergence from Wales to
Taylor’s child-star beginnings, to their meeting during
Cleopatra, the book moves through a world of jewels,
jet-set excess and 1960s spectacle, before inevitably
turning darker as fame, alcohol and conflict take their
toll.  Eccentric, baroque and often darkly funny. 645
pages.
£30 NOW £8  SAVE £22!
95937 GEORGE VI & ELIZABETH: The
Marriage That Saved the Monarchy
by Sally Bedell Smith
When King Edward VIII abdicated in 1936, his younger
brother Prince Albert - ‘Bertie’ - assumed the throne as
King George VI, inheriting not only the crown but the
weight of public expectation. This detailed account
explores Bertie’s long courtship of Elizabeth Bowes Lyon,
a campaign of strategic advances, tactical retreats, and
subtle feints over 30 months, complicated by her
affection for another man - James Stuart, Bertie’s own
equerry. The book traces George VI’s remarkable
journey from a self-conscious, stammering prince to a
confident, inspiring monarch. It highlights his leadership
during the Second World War, his close collaboration with
Winston Churchill, visits to Franklin and Eleanor
Roosevelt, and his courage and compassion in rallying
the nation through the Blitz. Photographs and archive
material, 700 pages.
$40 NOW £7.50
96018 ROY STRONG: Self-Portrait as a Young
Man  by Sir Roy Strong
Roy Strong’s lifelong passion for English culture and
history is revealed in his own words in this vivid
memoir. From his schooldays through university, we
follow his formative experiences - first trips to the
theatre, opera, and ballet, and an influential journey to
Italy that shaped his aesthetic sensibilities. Strong
reflects on the mentors and inspirations who guided him,
from C. V. Wedgwood and A. L. Rowse to Frances
Yates and Cecil Beaton. The book also evokes a
vanished world of class, hierarchy, and style, tracing his
ascent to become the National Portrait Gallery’s young,
trendy director at just 31. Photos, and drawings, 286
pages.
£25 NOW £4
96191 TYPES AND SHADOWS: The Roy
Strong Diaries 2004-2015  by Roy Strong
Sir Roy Strong CH - historian, diarist, and former
Director of the National Portrait Gallery and the Victoria
& Albert Museum - offers a compelling glimpse into high
society life in this third volume of his diaries. Beginning
in January 2004, shortly after the death of his wife Julia
Trevelyan Oman, Strong balances personal grief with
remarkable energy and creativity. Over the following
years, he brings book projects to life, appears on TV and
radio, curates the Sir Portrait exhibition at the NPG, and
receives news of his appointment as a Companion of
Honour. Along the way, he records encounters with
churchmen, politicians, royalty, and friends, old and
new. 530 page paperback, colour photos.
£14.99 NOW £5

97386 FALL OF THE
HOUSE OF MONTAGU
by Robert Wainwright
A scandal-soaked chronicle of
the fall of one of England’s
great aristocratic dynasties, this
“lively chronicle” (Ysenda
Maxtone Graham) traces how
the House of Drogo Montagu,
linked to the Dukes and Earls of
Manchester, declined over
centuries of extravagance, debt
and upheaval.  By 1927, when
Alexander Montagu married the
enterprising Australian Nell

Stead, the family fortunes were already in freefall.
Together, they attempt to rescue a crumbling legacy
that includes estates such as Kimbolton Castle, once
home to Catherine of Aragon. Bankruptcy, gambling,
colonial exile and aristocratic excess weave through this
gossipy, often dramatic history, showing how four
generations gradually dismantled a grand inheritance,
and how difficult it was for the old aristocracy to adapt
to a changing Britain.  336 pages, fairly large print, 16
pages of colour and archive photos.
£22 NOW £8
96544 TELLER OF THE UNEXPECTED: The Life

of Roald Dahl  by Matthew Dennison
A BBC Radio 4 Book of the Week, this is the unofficial

biography of Roald Dahl which delves deeply into Dahl’s
Norwegian family and schooldays, capturing a mix of
warmth, tragedy, inspiration, and savagery.  Explore

how Dahl developed his extraordinary children’s novels -
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, The BFG, Matilda -
and his long-lasting collaboration with illustrator Quentin
Blake, which began in 1976 and endured beyond Dahl’s

death. His tales are exotic, morally resonant, and
populated with iconic literary characters. Archive and

colour photos. 264-page paperback.
£10.99 NOW £2.25  REDUCED

97416 THE ISLAND: W. H. Auden and the Last
of Englishness  by Nicholas Jenkins
A major reassessment of W. H. Auden’s early life and
poetry, this study explores how his art was shaped by
politics, personal identity and the turbulent interwar
years. Chapters cover music, war and sex 1907-1922,
the English and Germany 1928-29 and Fear and Love
1932-1935, with index, Auden’s titles and first lines and
useful chronology from his birth in February 1907 in York
to his last Christmas in England for 35 years in
December 1937. It traces Auden’s development from his
Yorkshire childhood through his formative experiences in
England and Germany, examining the emotional and
intellectual forces behind his work. Particular attention is
given to themes of war, sexuality, belonging and belief,
as well as the influence of poets such as Wilfred Owen,
Edward Thomas and Robert Graves.  Blending
biography, literary criticism and cultural history, the book
offers detailed readings of key poems and situates
Auden within the wider anxieties of the 1920s and
1930s, including his eventual disillusionment with the
ideas that had shaped his early career. 748 monumental
pages, illus.
£25 NOW £8.50  SAVE £16.50!
96349 VOYAGE AROUND THE QUEEN
by Craig Brown
Queen Elizabeth II reigned longer than anyone in
history, and Craig Brown offers a lively and insightful
portrait of her life in this 2024 edition. Blending
biography, essays, cultural history, travelogue, and his
signature satire, Brown mixes reflections on the
monarchy’s role in providing stability with amusing and
unusual anecdotes, giving a vivid sense of a private
person in a public role.  This lavish 662 page edition
features playful touches such as royal ‘snakes and
ladders’ endpapers, fun photos like Jackie Kennedy
looking daggers and illustrations capturing the quirks and
culture surrounding the monarchy.
£25 NOW £5  SAVE £20!

MORE OVER PAGE
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I don’t understand German myself. I
learned it at school, but forgot every word

of it two years after I had left, and have felt
much better ever since.

- Jerome K. Jerome, Three Men in a Boat

96734 HELLFIRE: Evelyn
Waugh and the Hypocrites
Club  by David Fleming
David Fleming tells the
rollicking story of Oxford’s
legendary Hypocrites Club
(1921-1924), a boisterous
society of undergraduates
notorious for flamboyance,
drinking, and daring, based
above a bicycle shop, a hub
for some of the brightest
young minds of the era.
Members included Evelyn

Waugh (the club’s secretary), Anthony Powell, Robert
Byron, Henry Green, Claud Cockburn, and Tom
Driberg. Waugh famously drew inspiration from ten
members - seven of them appearing in Brideshead
Revisited. The book follows their post-Oxford careers
and friendships, showing how youthful mischief gave
way to mutual support, political engagement, and the
last hurrah of an aristocratic generation amid the
interwar rise of fascism and flirtations with communism.
Filled with unexpected meetings, reversals, and rich
period detail. 296 pages, illus.
£18.99 NOW £7

96536 LOVE IN A TIME OF WAR: My Years
with Robert Fisk  by Lara Marlowe

Lara pent two decades as Robert Fisk’s partner, wife,
and turbulent ex. She first met Fisk in Damascus in 1983

while working as a researcher for CBS News, and
followed his career as he later moved to The

Independent in protest at Murdoch-era editorial policies.
Fisk had covered Lebanon since the 1970s, accurately

predicting events after Israel’s 1982 invasion. His
unwavering support for the Palestinians, though criticized
as biased, reflected a profound understanding of war as
failure. From Yasser Arafat’s Oslo Peace Accords to the

2003 US-British invasion of Iraq, Fisk’s reporting
demonstrated unmatched foresight. Living together in
Beirut, they witnessed the Gulf War, Kuwait’s turmoil,
and later, Russia’s invasion of Afghanistan. 440 pages,

colour photos, paperback.
£10.99 NOW £3.50

96772 REIGN: Life In Elizabeth’s Britain
by Matthew Engel
Part I: The Way It Was, 1952-79.  Matthew Engel
traces Britain’s transformation from the death of King
George VI to the eve of Margaret Thatcher’s election.
The Queen, who ascended in 1952 amid rationing,
bombsite play, and a still-expansive empire to reveal the
era’s major events alongside everyday details - what
people ate, watched, shopped for, and read.  Through a
light, engaging touch, he brings the 1950s, 60s, and 70s
vividly to life, blending forgotten facts, amusing
anecdotes, and archive photographs: using chopsticks in
1952, banned from Royal Ascot for trousers, the Isle of
Wight 1970 pop festival, Mary Whitehouse, IRA
balaclavas, and more. 640 pages.
£25 NOW £6

96771 THE QUEEN: Her Life
by Andrew Morton

Shy and self-effacing as a young woman, Elizabeth
Windsor was thrust onto the throne at 25 after her

uncle King Edward VIII’s abdication. Morton explores
her handling of personal and institutional challenges:

family tensions, rumours about her husband’s fidelity,
Princess Diana’s death, and Prince Harry and Meghan
Markle’s departure.  He also shows how she kept the
monarchy relevant through decades of social, cultural,

and political change, guiding Britain from post-war
recovery to the modern era. Richly illustrated with

colour and black-and-white photos - from childhood and
wartime service in the ATS, to Royal Ascot in 2021
and standing alone at her husband’s funeral - this is a
portrait of a resolute, disciplined sovereign, mother,

and grandmother. 448 pages.
$30 NOW £4.50

Modern Biography

97720 SCOTTISH
QUOTATIONS
by David Ross
Never trust a man who, left
alone with a tea cosy in a
room, doesn’t try it on Billy
Connolly once said, and
Janice Galloway In
Scotland, talking about
yourself is considered the
eighth deadly sin. The Scots
have always had a
reputation for clarity of
thought and also for the
vigour with which it is put
into words.  This collection
spans the entire gamut of a
nation’s recorded thought

and experience from Roman Scotland to the present day.
It covers the literary to the colloquial and bawdy, via
advice, aphorisms, the animal kingdom, art, childhood,
commerce, costume, death, education, family, fantasy,
food, human nature, landscape, law, medicine, music,
politics, religion, the sea, weather, sport, reflections,
war, language, writers and more.  Packed with sharp
observation and humour, it sounds other notes too.
Meditative, triumphant, tragic, accusing, tender - and
often hilarious - it reveals the spirit of Scotland in a truly
unique way.  160 page paperback.
£6.99 NOW £4

97717 PLACENAMES
OF SCOTLAND: Fully
Revised and Updated
by Iain Taylor
Placenames are a constant
source of debate and the
explanation is not what you
expect at first sight.  Who
was Edwin, whose name is
said to live on in that of
Scotland’s capital city?  Are
the ‘drum’ and ‘chapel’ still to
be found in Drumchapel?
And which ‘king’ had a ‘seat’
in Kingseat in Perthshire?
The answers to these and

many similar questions are often not what might be
expected at first sight and have their origins in many
languages - including Gaelic, Pictish, Brythonic, Norse,
Anglo-Saxon, Scots and Modern English - that have
been spoken in Scotland.  This is the essential
companion to the fascinating world of Scottish
placenames.  It features more than 8,000 placenames,
from districts, towns and villages to rivers, Gaelic
pronunciation, common generic elements, settlements,
lochs and seas, islands and rivers, mountains, hills , and
also includes a comprehensive introduction and maps.
274 page paperback.
£12.99 NOW £6.50
97102 GUIDE TO HOW TO WRITE -WRITERS’
& ARTISTS’  by William Ryan
Take your novel from idea to finished manuscript the
book covers organising your time and space, formatting
saving and revising, networking and learning, research,
atmosphere and setting, central characters and
questioning whether you have chosen the right central
character, managing subsidiary characters, the plot, first
chapters and prologues, writing scenes and deciding who
is telling the scene, the purpose of dialogue, motivation,
compromise, and identifying which agents to submit to,
negotiating a book deal and managing your relationship
with your publishers. Includes books for children and
non-fiction. 246 page paperback.
£16.99 NOW £6

97067 ALWAYS TAKE NOTES: Advice From
Some of The World’s Greatest Writers
by Simon Akam and Rachel Lloyd
Plotting and plunging, research, genre, audience, voice
and style, finding an agent, feedback and editing -
bestselling and award-winning authors share the secrets
to their success, and the hard lessons they have learnt
along the way.  Where do the best ideas come from?
How do you stay motivated?  What does it take to
become a published author?  And how do you actually
make money from your writing?  Featuring Alexander
McCall Smith, Anne Enright, Hadley Freeman, Hollie
McNish, Ian McEwan, Ian Rankin, Irvine Welsh, Jeffrey
Archer, Joanne Harris, Kate Mosse, Kiran Millwood
Hargrave, Kit de Waal, Simon Scarrow, Stig Abell, Terri
White, Tessa Hadley, Tim Rice, Toby Young, Tracy
Chevalier, William Boyd, William Dalrymple, and many
more. 276 pages.
£20 NOW £7
97143 SPANISH 4 CD INTENSIVE LANGUAGE
COURSE by Antony Peck and Simona Rizzardi
Hola! Lively, authentic dialogues, appealing and varied
exercises, solutions to exercises, as well as plays and
interviews for developing listing comprehension skills in
Spanish. Begin to speak confidently in any situation.
With specially designed activities, interactive audio and
clear, jargon-free grammar explanations you’ll quickly
develop your language skills and make genuine progress
right from the start.  You can also find the complete
audio material on the website by scanning the QR code
and use your smartphone or tablet and playback every
track or download each individually to listen to later, on
the go. Four CD box set.
ONLY £9
97141 GERMAN 4 CD INTENSIVE LANGUAGE
COURSE by Antony Peck and Simona Rizzardi
Lively, authentic dialogues for developing listening
comprehension skills in German.  Apart from the
texts on the four CDs, the extensive course book
contains the English translations of the dialogues and
exercises, as well as instructions and explanations about
correct language use. With specially designed activities,
interactive audio and clear, jargon-free grammar
explanations. Four CD box set.
ONLY £9

97443 IDIOT’S
GUIDES STRAW BALE
GARDENING
by John Tullock
Raised beds or built-in heat
straw bales? Grow your
own fresh vegetables just
about anywhere - they are
ideal for any space.  Warm
season crops include basil,
green beans and okra, and
cool season beetroot, kale,
lettuce and strawberry
among many more.  Extend
your growing season and
enjoy unique planting
opportunities for beans,
cucumbers, okra,
strawberries, broccoli, leeks,
potatoes, peppers, dill and
60 more types of fruit, veg
and herbs.  Protect your

plants from pests, diseases and weeds.  Gardening has

97017
DAFFODILS:
Beautiful
Varieties for
Home and Garden
by Naomi Slade
Celebrating the arrival of
spring, this beautifully
presented book explores one
of the season’s most beloved
flowers through a blend of
practical guidance, history,
and design inspiration.  Slade
presents daffodils not just as
garden staples but as plants
with character, highlighting
their remarkable diversity -
from compact species to bold,
architectural varieties. The
book offers clear advice on
cultivation, planting,
naturalising, container
growing, and using daffodils
effectively in borders,
meadows, woodland settings,
and pots. Alongside this
practical focus, it weaves in

botanical background, symbolism, and the cultural
history of narcissus.  Illustrated with elegant full-page
colour photography, the book showcases a wide range
of varieties including Ice Follies, Barrett Browning,
Sailboat, Sir Winston Churchill, Jack Snipe, Pinkie Lee,
Stainless, Petit Four, Acropolis, and White Marvel,
among many others. It concludes with a useful
glossary and guidance on care and growing. 240 large-
quality pages.
£25 NOW £7  SAVE £18!
96749 BY ANY OTHER NAME: A
Cultural History of The Rose
by Simon Morley
Grown in the Middle East 2,000 years ago for its
scent and medicinal properties, the rose has become one
of the world’s most beloved flowers, selected by
humans for its beauty and charm. From Shakespeare’s
sonnets to Bulgaria’s Rose Valley, Victorian England to
Belle Époque France, and the thriving rose trade in
Africa and the Far East, this book traces the astonishing
variety of species and hybrids that have captivated
hearts across cultures.  A beautifully illustrated history of
the Queen of Flowers, it explores the rose’s enduring
presence in gardens, art, religion, and imagination. Over
the centuries, roses have symbolized love, sensuality,
deceit, death, and the mystical unknown. Today, they
remain central to life’s celebrations, from gardens to
global commerce.  294 pages, colour photos.
£25 NOW £4  SAVE £21!

97000 WHAT MAKES A GARDEN
by Jinny Blom
Widely praised as a ‘future classic’ and recognised as
Gardening Book of the Year at the Garden Media Guild
Awards 2024, the book builds on themes from The
Thoughtful Garden, Blom takes a multidisciplinary
approach, weaving together architecture, conservation,

art, and a
holistic
design ethos
that centres
human
experience.
She
explores
how
gardens can
engage all
five senses
- touch,

scent, sound, taste, and sight - treating them as
dynamic spaces shaped by time, culture, and natural
forces.  The book also examines the practical and
structural elements of garden design, from walls,
fences, railings, gravel, and water features to soil
types, fungi, and container planting. It considers
planting choices, self-seeders, the meaning of flowers,
and the creation of atmosphere through both living and
built elements. Illustrated with striking photography and
botanical drawings, it showcases gardens in Italy,
England, Scotland, and urban settings, all presented in a
large, heavyweight 248-page volume.
£35 NOW £9.50  SAVE £25.50!
97423 VEGETABLE GARDENING FOR
BEGINNERS  by Samantha and Daniel Johnson
Nothing beats the taste of your first homegrown tomato,
and this friendly, practical guide gives you everything
you need to start growing your own fruit, vegetables and
herbs with confidence.  Adapted from The Beginner’s
Guide to Vegetable Gardening, it is designed for
gardeners at every level, whether you’re tending a
couple of pots on a balcony or planning a garden full of
raised beds. Clear advice helps you decide what to grow,
how to grow it and how to get the best results wherever
you live.  Learn how to cultivate asparagus, tomatoes,
squash, basil, peppers, dill, cauliflower, carrots, garlic,
kale, gourds, peas, spinach, lavender, oregano,
peppermint, tarragon, pumpkin and every other
vegetable and fruit and herbs under the sun. Along the
way, you’ll discover the essentials of soil preparation,
seedlings, germination, composting, plant families, season
extension, organic gardening and much more. Packed
with colour photographs and easy-to-follow guidance. 144
page large softback.
£9.99 NOW £4.25
96389 PLANT HOUSE: Beautiful Spaces
Inspired by Nature by Harper by Design
From sturdy succulents to wild, twisting vines,
this book shows how to create an indoor jungle
with longevity and variety. Display plants at different
heights, bend branches over furniture to form natural
canopies, and rotate placements to boost survival.
Packed with inspirational interior design ideas, the book
covers living rooms, studies, bedrooms, bathrooms, and
outdoor spaces including courtyards, decks, terraces,
and balconies. Colour-coordinated, 208 pages, 20.7 ×
25.7cm.
£14.99 NOW £5

GARDENING
There are few pleasures like really

burrowing one’s nose into sweet peas.
- Angela Thirkell

Gardening below

!!!!!

“grown” to be more popular than ever.  This specialised
Idiot’s Guide features a great way to grow vegetables -
even when space is limited.  Hundreds of helpful, step-
by-step colour photographs illustrate how to construct
trellises, arrange, prepare, and successfully grow a very
attractive looking straw bale garden.  Professional
advice on what to grow and how to maximize yield is
also included, plus design and building, fertiliser basics,
trellises, irrigation, sowing seeds, transplanting, pests and
more.  Very clear layout and full of colour. 19.7 x
23.5cm.  218 glossy page paperback.
£12.99 NOW £7

97208 WATER IN THE GARDEN
by Andi Clevely
Waterfalls, a watercourse, a series of pebbled streams, a
classy Koi carp pond, assertive geometry of a formal
pool - a water feature will bring vitality and
enchantment to any garden.  This beautifully designed
book shows you how you can create one, whatever the
size of your garden, ambition or budget.  Do you want a
lively cascade or a tranquil pool?  A formal style with a
classic fountain or a
naturalistic design planted
to attract wildlife?
Clevely supplies all the
practical know-how that
you need to make a
pond, a fountain or a
waterfall, providing clear
instructions on calculating
size, construction and
pump installation as well
as advice on extra
touches such as islands,
edges, lighting and fish.
He tells you too about the plants that revel in watery
conditions, and how best to grow them: those like water
lilies that like to stand in deep water, the marginals such
as irises and kingcups that flourish on the edges, ‘floaters’
and bog plants. Colour photos, 112 large pages.
£9.99 NOW £4.75
97207 TOPIARY DESIGN AND TECHNIQUE
by Christopher Crowder and Michaeljon
Ashworth
Covering history, inspiration, site preparation and
planting, assessing the site, design of shapes and
spaces, clipping, hedges, simple shapes, complex and
figurative shapes, special projects, and not forgetting
problem-solving, this is a very special colour illustrated
handbook. From ancient Egyptian gardens to today’s
sculpted landscapes, topiary has long been one of
gardening’s most striking art forms. Whether you’re
creating simple cones and hedges, architectural forms,
or more ambitious figurative designs, clear step-by-step
instructions and diagrams guide the transformation from
unruly shrub to living sculpture. The book also explores
design principles, problem-solving and special projects.
Colour photos, 128 large pages.
£19.95 NOW £7
96923 PLANTING A PARADISE A Year of
Pots and Pollinators  by Arthur Parkinson
Selected for The Times Best Gardening Books of the
Year 2023, this volume by bestselling author Arthur
Parkinson. Drawing on his training at Kew Gardens,
Parkinson shares planting ideas and recommended
varieties, from muscari, narcissi, and seeding grasses to
dahlias, herbs, figs, and crab apples - creating gardens
that are both visually rich and supportive of wildlife.
The book showcases a wide range of plants in vivid,
high-quality photography, including salvias, roses in
deep magentas, dahlias such as Molly Raven and
Tartan, and tulips with striking colour combinations and
fragrance. It also highlights pollinator-friendly planting
alongside practical sections on organic pest control,
seasonal nectar and pollen planning, composting
materials, and adapting to extreme weather. Organised
seasonally, the book blends aesthetic inspiration with
hands-on advice. 208 large, colour-illustrated pages.
£22 NOW £10

MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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EROTICA
I admit, I have a tremendous sex drive. My

boyfriend lives forty miles away.
- Phyllis Diller

Gardening

96232 SEXY
RECORD
COVERS
by Dian Hanson
and Eric
Godtland
Eric Godtland as
manager of the
American band Third
Eye Blind from 1995
travelled the world,
exploring record
stores in every
country, adding to

his collection.  Sexy covers were not a priority, but
always welcome.  When Godtland switched to
managing, and touring with, Village People in the 2010s
he encountered such eccentric, comical and erotic covers
in far-flung countries he concentrated on acquiring every
sexy record cover ever produced.  And he succeeded.
The hundreds of covers in this book come from North
and South America, Europe, Asia, Africa and Australia.
They range in age from Music Out of the Moon, the first
electronic album, 1947, to punk band Dwarves Concept
Album, 2023.  Genres go from mainstream pop to
Japanese jazz, German schlager, raunchy comedy and
uncensored sex talk.  The artists are well-known: Rolling
Stones, James Brown, Charlie Mingus, 2 Live Crew and
Queen; cult favourites: Chicks on Speed and comic
Blowfly; and frankly profane: Sex Organs, V8 Wankers
and The Pleasure Fuckers.  All used sex to sell their
music.  Masses of nostalgic super-sexy colour images.
29.3cm square, nearly 4kg, 528 pages, Taschen.
ONLY £60

96205 ARAKI: TOKYO LUCKY HOLE
by Nobuyoshi Araki

No-panties coffee shops with private cubicles and peep
rooms were very much a part of Tokyo’s Shinjuku area.
They catered for commuter-train fetishists to role-playing

young virgins to clients lying naked in coffins.  One
establishment was called the Lucky Hole.  It was a

series of cubicles separated by plywood partitions.  The
customer entered a cubicle, removed his trousers,

grasped the handrail and inserted the most precious part
of his body into the lucky hole.  Sex magazines began to
expose the other side of the plywood partition and when
they did, a star by the name of Chikage was born.  She
was a beautiful woman who had the greatest affection

for the male organ.  She set up her own business,
Happy Hole, one room which accommodated one

customer at a time.  With some 800 mono graphic scenes
of S & M and bondage, though mostly playful and

everyday, here are very private lives and private parts,
tawdry street scenes, bath tubs, bedrooms, orgies all

captured in black and white stills.  Captures the free-for-
all spirit of the Shinjuku sex clubs via Araki’s all-seeing,
peephole voyeuristic lens.  Explicit and hirsute, adults

only photos. Taschen, 5½” x 7½”, 704 pages.
ONLY £20

96207 ART OF PIN-
UP by Dian Hanson
Tiny waists, sheer
negligees, fringe
dresses, high stilettos,
swimsuits, leather biker
gear, teasing skirts and
stockings on display -
you get the idea. This
book celebrates the
golden age of the pin-
up, when glamorous,
playful fantasy ruled
calendars and magazine
covers.  Featuring work
by legendary artists
such as Alberto Vargas,

George Petty, and Gil Elvgren - whose paintings now
sell for hundreds of thousands of dollars - it brings
together drawings, paintings, and pastels created
between 1920 and 1970 for calendars, magazines, and
centrefolds.  This attractively priced edition showcases
the top ten names in pin-up art, with hundreds of iconic
images. Each chapter opens with a beautifully
reproduced original calendar or magazine cover, and
the high print quality lets you appreciate every
brushstroke and detail.  Taschen edition. 512 pages.
15.6 × 21.7 cm.
ONLY £25
96231 RALPH GIBSON: NUDE
by Eric Fischl
Sexy, sensual and softly surreal setting in gorgeous
colour, the nude photography of Ralph Gibson frames
the female form while also innovating in the arena of
erotic imagery, calling out for tactile attention.  Thumb
through this exquisite tribute to the contours and curves
of womanhood and experience the intimacy of the
photographic lens.  Strikingly graphic and loaded with
subtle provocations, the master photographer’s
mysterious, dreamlike images pay homage to greats
such as Man Ray and Edward Weston, while
continually pursuing new frontiers.  “A photographer
once said that beauty in women is endless. Perhaps it
was I who said it. [...] I love photographing women
and could say that the form of the female body is
absolute and perfect.” - Ralph Gibson.  A big and
beautiful hardback23.7 x 31.6cm, 352 pages. Striking
monochrome and colour images, many nipples and
hirsute models.  New from Taschen.
ONLY £50

MODERN HISTORY AND
CURRENT AFFAIRS
Parliament may as well close down if a few

men between them are to be allowed to own
the entire Press of the country, and stifle

every voice that does not shout their
bidding.

- Jerome K. Jerome, Complete Works of
Jerome K. Jerome

97034 ON DEMOCRACIES
AND DEATH CULTS
by Douglas Murray
Israel, Hamas and the Future of
the West.  A highly controversial
and widely discussed book
examining the Israel-Hamas
conflict, beginning with the 7
October 2023 attacks. When
journalists saw the 46-minute
footage made from the terrorists’
own recordings, they were all
silenced. Murray compares the
terrorists’ open claims of violence

with the secretive words of the SS commander Himmler
saying they would never speak about the Holocaust in
public. The author analyses the ideological roots of
Hamas and contrasts them with Israeli political and
military doctrine, focusing on themes of violence,
survival, and international reaction to the conflict.
Drawing on journalistic experience and eyewitness
accounts, the book discusses events on and after 7
October, hostage-taking, and global responses, including
protests and incidents of antisemitism.  It also situates
the conflict within a broader geopolitical context,
referencing Iran, Iraq, and long-standing regional
tensions, while arguing over interpretations of population
data and military outcomes.  Provocative and polemical
in tone, it presents a strongly argued perspective on a
deeply divisive contemporary issue. 287 pages.
£25 NOW £7.50  SAVE £17.50!
96089 ADAM DANT’S POLITICAL MAPS
by Adam Dant
These 47 quirky maps from a brilliant cartoonist’s pen
cover subjects such as Paris Argot, debt in Canary
Wharf, a timeline of the Presidents of the USA,
“Guardians of London’s Lost Rivers.  Famous people’s
anniversaries include Babe Ruth, Mae West, Orson
Welles, Edith Sitwell, Peter Sellers, Aristotle and Julius
Caesar (the Ides of March), while notable events include
Groundhog Day, Burns Night, Absinthe Day and the
invention of the shoelace. Test your people-spotting
skills to find Keira Knightley, Boris Johnson and others.
Hours of fun. 32 x 26.5cm landscape format, 128pp, 47
hand-tinted meticulously detailed colour maps.
£30 NOW £6  SAVE £24!

97041 WHAT EVERYONE KNOWS ABOUT
BRITAIN (EXCEPT THE BRITISH)

by Michael Peel
Is Britain merely a marginal northern European island
nation, marked by injustices, corruption and a bloody
history of slavery, repression and looting? Drawing on
reporting from across Africa, the Middle East, Asia and
Europe since joining the Financial Times in 2002, Peel

reflects on revolutions, wars, coups and the UK’s
changing place in the world. He asks how Britain sees
itself, whether as a tolerant, fair-minded nation shaped

by “core values,” or as a country still influenced by
imperial history, mythmaking and nostalgia for the
Second World War.  The book examines how these

competing narratives shape politics, media and public
opinion, and compares Britain’s self-image with the
realities of other nations grappling with their own

histories and power structures.  Sharp, reflective and
critical. 262 pages, paperback.

£10.99 NOW £5
97395 HISTORY IN THE
HOUSE: Some Remarkable
Dons and the Teaching of
Politics, Character and
Statecraft
by Richard Davenport-
Hines
A Spectator Best Book of the
Year. 500 years ago, Thomas
Wolsey endowed in Oxford a
foundation he called Cardinal’s
College.  Henry VIII, the
monarch who dismissed and
ruined him, re-established it as

Christ Church later in his reign as an institution rich,
spacious and imposing beyond any other.  It was
believed that the study of history - touching the
ancient world at one end and modern politics at the
other - interlaced with geography, economics, political
science, law and modern languages, would
demonstrate the reasons for the success or failure of
states. This book examines the intimate connections
between British politics, statecraft and the Oxford
University history course.  It explores the
temperaments, ideas, imagination, prejudices,
intentions and influence of a select and self-regulated
group of men who taught modern history at Christ
Church: Frederick York Powell, Heath, anarchist and
jingo; Arthur Hassall, Keith Feiling, J. C. Masterman,
doyen of the modern history corps,  Roy Harrod,
Patrick Gordon Walker, Hugh Trevor-Roper and Robert
Blake; by turns an unruly Victorian radical, a staunch
legitimist of the Protestant settlement, a Tory, a Whig,
a Keynesian, a socialist, a rationalist who enjoyed
mischief, and a student of realpolitik who enjoyed the
busy hum of rumour and intrigue. It also touches on
the influence they have used in the significance of their
arguments to public life today.  A shrewd, amusing and
elegant book. 420 pages with 16 pages of colour
plates, 28 illus.
£26 NOW £9  SAVE £17!

96755 EGYPTIANS
by Jack Shenker
Shenker’s The
Egyptians: A Radical
History of Egypt’s Unfinished
Revolution is a deeply
immersive, on-the-ground
account of the country’s
struggle since the 2011 uprising
that ousted Hosni Mubarak.
Drawing on his years living in
Cairo, from workers seizing
control of factories and
squatters defying state
violence, to graffiti artists

reclaiming urban space, DJs spreading underground
music, and Bedouins confronting government nuclear
sites, Shenker portrays the rebellion as a broad,
ongoing popular struggle against authoritarian control
and economic exclusion. The book explores the
courage, creativity, and radical ideas - about
democracy, social justice, and sovereignty - emerging
from communities and individuals across Egypt. 544
pages.
$32.50 NOW £2.50
97144 DETAILS: ICONIC MEN’S
ACCESSORIES  by Josh Sims
A sophisticated exploration of the stories behind the
ultimate, classic accessories in men’s fashion, weaving
together design history, cultural influence, and the many
famous actors and personalities who made these objects
legendary. Here are loafers and espadrilles, the pork pie
hat and the bowler, the Trilby and the bucket hat, the
cowboy hat to boxer shorts and pyjamas, cufflinks and
the pilot’s watch, the rucksack and the satchel, beards
and tattoos, the pocket square and gloves to sunglasses,
all illustrated in examples from famous mostly Americans
like Elvis Presley in swimming shorts posing on a
surfboard or Peter O’Toole in a pair of Derbys in 1962.
Large softback, colour and archive photos and film stills.
176 pages.
$29.95 NOW £6
97404 ON THIS DAY IN POLITICS
by Iain Dale
Britain’s political history in 365 days from the broadcaster
in his opinionated book on key moments in British
political history. He notes occurrences from every day of
the year from the 1st of January 1973 when Britain
joined the European economic community, the 2nd of
January 1807 when Lord Grenville introduced the slave
trade Bill into the House of Lords, through to the year
end when on Saturday 31st of December 1960 National
Service ended. From the first meeting of an elected
English parliament on 20 January 1265 to the tabling of
the Bill of Rights on 13 February 1689; from the Peterloo
Massacre of 16 August 1819 to Britain voting to leave
the EU on 23 June 2016, there is a growing thirst for
knowledge about the history of our constitutional
settlement, our party system and how our parliamentary
democracy has developed. 390 pages, line art.
£20 NOW £8

MORE OVER PAGE

97043 100 HERBS TO
GROW
by Jekka McVicar
With a foreword by Monty
Don and a cover quote
from Jamie Oliver praising
the author’s expertise, this
book opens the door to the
wide world of herbs -
culinary, medicinal,
aromatic, and ornamental.
Each herb is simply and
practically explained, with
guidance on where it

thrives, how to plant and harvest it, and how to keep it
healthy in pots or garden beds. The book also covers
botanical names, climate and growing conditions,
propagation, pest and disease management, and includes
planning advice for designing an herb garden, along with
a helpful glossary.  Illustrated with colour photography
and planting plans, it highlights interesting varieties such
as purple shiso, prized for its ornamental contrast, and
myrtle, a versatile culinary herb, alongside notes on
medicinal plants like foxglove (noting its toxicity).
Covering around 400 different culinary and medicinal
herbs from Jekka’s herb garden in South Gloucestershire.
288 very large pages, page marker.
£30 NOW £14  SAVE £16!
96744 THOUSAND YEAR OLD GARDEN
by Nick Stewart Smith
Subtitled ‘Inside the Secret Garden at Lambeth Palace,’
this book invites readers behind high stone walls in
central London to explore a 10-acre garden cultivated for
over a thousand years. Head Gardener Nick Stewart
Smith opens the gates and leads us through a haven
where nature and wildlife thrive, even in one of the
world’s busiest cities.  Full of reflections, wisdom, and
charming anecdotes, the book reveals the delicate
balance between cultivated and wild spaces and the
gardener’s role in bringing out the best of both. With
beautiful line illustrations, it offers a captivating story of
a historic garden and the people who care for it. With
beautiful line art, 176 pages, paperback.
£16.99 NOW £4

Erotica below

!!!!!

96861 REN HANG  edited by Dian Hanson
Ren Hang (1987-2017) was an unlikely rebel. Slight of

build and shy by nature, the Beijing photographer
became a leading voice for creative freedom in China.

Like Ai Weiwei, he was controversial at home yet
celebrated worldwide.  Ren’s images - often of naked

friends, fans, and models outdoors, in trees, or on
vertiginous Beijing rooftops - combine surreal playfulness
with startling visual invention. Heads wrapped in octopi,

bodies entwined with cords and flowers, urine and
insertions, extreme poses and unusual erections: all

captured with a clean, detached eye. Ren denied sexual
intent, insisting that his interest was in portraying every

body organ vividly and emotionally, regardless of
gender. In his brief six-year career, Ren produced all his

work on film, self-published 16 monographs in tiny
editions, and was featured in over 20 solo and 70 group

shows. This Taschen retrospective collects his entire
oeuvre, including beloved favourites and never-before-
seen photographs, celebrating his fearless, boundary-
pushing vision. 22.5 × 30cm, 312 pages, Taschen.

ONLY £30
96020 STRENGTH AND FLEXIBILITY OF
WOMEN  by Jonathon Harrington
Exquisite images capture slim, flexible women in elegant
yoga poses, their bodies forming graceful lines and
shapes. Fifty-seven women posed nude for the
photographer, performing splits, forward bends, bridges,
shoulder stands, twists, and balances - each movement
rendered with serene, balletic precision.  The images are
softly focused, often in white tones, with hair neatly
tucked and faces deliberately blurred to emphasize form
and flow over identity. Over 100 subtle, balletic,
powerful photographs fill 132 glossy pages, 31cm
square.
£34.95 NOW £4
96015 SECRET LIFE OF A CARTOONIST:
Story and Art
by Ferocius
An elderly, overweight cartoonist, once a star of
American newspaper strips, finds his romantic serials
fading. Turning his attention to his nephew Clarence, the
story dives into graphic, explicit adult encounters,
exploring fantasies brought vividly to life.  Plenty of
slippery, slidy, foamy, hot hard sexual acts in nearly
every frame, the cartoonist also channels his desires into
oil paintings of highly erotic scenes, blending fantasy and
reality. Very large softback, 60 glossy colour pages.
Adults only.
ONLY £5

96006 NAIMAH PART
2: Story and Art
by Fildor & Shiny Beast
Another in the highly
collectable Priaprism Press
series, phallic creatures
penetrate a blonde buxom
leather-clad beautiful
woman, Naimah.  From the
chronicles ‘The Books of
Death and Orgasm’: ‘The
priestesses of the sacred
vulva have kidnapped
Wander...’  Serpent-like
humanoids with long pointed

erect phalluses, the Pawns cover the queen and probe
her everywhere in this exotic, erotic fantasy.
Definitely for adults only, graphic colour cartoon strips
throughout, 60 page large softback.  Part one available
product code 96005.
ONLY £4  BACK IN STOCK

53023 BIG BOOK OF
BREASTS
by Dian Hanson
Dian Hanson explores the
origins of mammary
madness through three
decades of natural big-
breasted nudes. Starting
with the World War II
Bosom-Mania that
spawned Russ Meyer,
Howard Hughes’s ‘The

Outlaw’ and Frederick’s of Hollywood, Dian guides
you over, around, and in between the dangerous
curves of infamous models including Michelle Angelo,
Candy Barr, Virginia Bell, Joan Brinkman, Lorraine
Burnett, Lisa De Leeuw, Uschi Digard, Candye Kane,
Jennie Lee, Sylvia McFarland, Margaret Middleton,
Paula Page, June Palmer, Roberta Pedon, Rosina
Revelle, Candy Samples, Tempest Storm, Linda West,
June Wilkinson, Julie Wills, and dozens more, including
Guinness World Record holder Norma Stitz, possessor
of the World’s Largest Natural Breasts.  The 420 pages
of this book contain the most beautiful and provocative
b/w and colour photos ever created of these iconic
women, plus nine original interviews. Text is in
English, French and German.  With ‘peel off’ black bra
on plastic book cover!  11½” x 11½”, 396 pages.
ONLY £60
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LITERATURE AND
CLASSICS
I am simply a ‘book drunkard.’ Books have
the same irresistible temptation for me that

liquor has for its devotee. I cannot
withstand them.

- Lucy Maud Montgomery

Modern History
97113 BIRTH OF THE
SOVIET SECRET POLICE
by Boris Volodarsky
This deeply researched study
traces the origins and early
development of the Soviet
security state, from the Tsarist
Okhrana through to early
Soviet agencies such as the
Cheka, GPU and OGPU.
Drawing on newly available
Russian archival material, it
reassesses how these
organisations evolved in the

years after the 1917 Revolution, challenging
established assumptions about their original purpose
and functions. The book explores internal Soviet power
struggles, the consolidation of authority under Stalin,
and the roles of key revolutionary figures such as
Trotsky, alongside the Comintern’s activities as an
instrument of international influence. While British
networks operated inside Russia and later from Riga,
Helsinki, and Stockholm, young Soviet officers were
dispatched to London, Paris, Berlin and Constantinople.
393 pages, photos.
£25 NOW £10  SAVE £15!
97394 GREAT WAVE  by Michiko Kakutani
This book explores the political, cultural and technological
upheavals of the 21st century and the rise of the
“outsider” as a defining force in public life.  It argues that
declining trust in institutions has opened space for
disruptive figures, from populist politicians to activists,
hackers and entrepreneurs, who challenge established
systems and reshape governance, business and culture.
Drawing comparisons with earlier historical turning
points, it examines volatility, uncertainty and the shifting
balance of power, asking whether these changes signal
collapse or renewal. He outlines the consequences of
these new asymmetries of power, and looks back to
similar turning points in history, from the waning of the
Middle Ages to the aftermath of the Second World War,
to find a way forward.  For there is, Kakutani argues,
always the promise of transformation in times of turmoil.
Ultimately, it presents the current era as a moment of
instability but also potential transformation, where chaos
and innovation coexist. 238 pages, paperback, illus.
£14.99 NOW £4.50

97376 ARCHITECTS OF
TERROR Paranoia,
Conspiracy and Anti-
Semitism In Franco’s
Spain  by Sir Paul Preston
A Times History Book of the
Year, a new history of how
paranoia, conspiracy and anti-
Semitism was used to justify
the military coup of 1936 and
enabled the construction of a
dictatorship built on violence
and persecution. The Spanish
military coup of 1936 was
launched to overturn the social

and economic reforms of the democratic Second
Republic, and its educational and cultural challenges to
the established order.  The consequent civil war was
fought in the interests of the landowners, industrialists,
bankers, clerics and army officers whose privileges were
threatened.  However, a central justification for a war
that took the lives of around 500,000 Spaniards was that
it was being fought to combat an alleged scheme for
world domination by a non-existent ‘Jewish- Masonic-
Bolshevik Conspiracy’.  In a country with a tiny
minority of Jews, perhaps fewer than 6000 in 1936, and
a similar number of Freemasons, the book touches on
bestselling books and multiple publications which include
included tomes on sodomy and on Satanism. The result
is a detailed and disturbing account of how propaganda,
conspiracy theories and nostalgia for lost imperial power
contributed to a dictatorship and the deaths of hundreds
of thousands. 463 page large softback, photos.
£16.99 NOW £7.50

97396 IF RUSSIA WINS: A Scenario
by Carlo Masala

Set in March 2028, this geopolitical scenario imagines
Russian forces capturing the Estonian town of Narva and

the island of Hiiumaa, marking a dramatic escalation
after the war in Ukraine.  As Europe’s military

preparedness is tested, the book examines whether
NATO’s Article 5 would be triggered and how the

alliance might respond, including the extreme risk of
nuclear escalation.  Written by military expert Carlo

Masala, it explores the fragility of European security and
the consequences of Russian expansion into the Baltic

region, presenting a stark “what if” scenario grounded in
current geopolitical tensions.  Short, urgent, and

speculative, it asks how the West would respond if
peace in Europe were truly broken. 118 pages,

paperback, translated from German.
£9.99 NOW £4.50

95976 CHINESE IN BRITAIN: A History of
Visitors and Settlers  by Barclay Price
Over 400,000 Chinese now live in Britain, many
arriving as students, businesspeople, or tourists. This
book traces the 300-year history of Chinese visitors and
settlers, focusing on people from the area now
comprising the People’s Republic of China, including
Hong Kong.  The narrative covers sailors lodging
between voyages, the rise of London and Liverpool
Chinatowns, servants, missionaries, exhibitions,
ambassadors, and interactions with British royalty. It
also provides extended biographies of notable Chinese
who settled in Britain and examines episodes of suspicion
and prejudice arising from cultural and physical
differences. Colour photos, 288 pages.
£20 NOW £2  SAVE £18!

97408 PROPHECIES
by Leonardo da Vinci
Magnanimity - “the falcon
only preys upon big birds, and
it would sooner die than feed
on little birds or stinking
meat.”  A quick read at just
101 pages, this paperback
brings together the curious,
often cryptic writings of
Leonardo da Vinci (1452-
1519), one of the great
polymaths of the Renaissance.
Drawn from the Codex
Atlanticus, The Prophecies is a
collection of enigmatic

sayings, at times playful, at times dark and foreboding,
whose meaning remains open to interpretation but
reveal the extraordinary imagination behind Leonardo’s
work.  Alongside these are fragments of fables and
aphorisms, offering glimpses into his thinking on nature,
morality and observation, and providing a rare,
intimate look at the mind of a Renaissance genius.
£7.99 NOW £3.50
97374 ALCESTIS  by Ted Hughes
We have to thank Amazon for this marvellous review:
Greek tragedy can feel distant to modern readers, but
Ted Hughes’ bold poetic translation shows how
powerfully it can come alive in contemporary language.
In Euripides’ Alcestis, King Admetos is granted life on
condition that someone else dies in his place. His wife,
Alcestis, chooses to sacrifice herself, leaving her family
in grief. Into this situation arrives Heracles (Hercules), an
unexpected guest whose presence disrupts the
household.  The story unfolds as a mix of humour,
tragedy and emotional reckoning, with Hughes’ vivid,
modern language giving the ancient play fresh
immediacy and impact. “What loathsome sacks of refuse
old men are!” Faber paperback, 83 pages.
£7.99 NOW £3.75

97418 TINY FEET: A
Treasury for Parents
Introduced by Lauren
Child
Tiny Feet is an eclectic
showcase of the most
influential writing about
children from the past 300
years. From novelists to
paediatricians; from modern
parenting ‘experts’ to child
psychologists; from debunked
academics to 1950s ‘agony
aunts’, Tiny Feet contributors
include: Isabella Beeton,
Charles Darwin, Robert Louis
Stevenson, Maria Montessori,

Bertrand Russell, Bruno Bettelheim on the value of
fairy tales; Erik H. Erikson on the meaning of play;
Marvin J. Gersh on how to raise children in your ‘spare
time’; Good Housekeeping (1913) on how to have
‘better babies’.  Plus: memoir, fiction and further
opinion on education, child’s play, singing lullabies and
more. 150 pages, pagemarker and cloth clothbound
edition with tipped in illustration of booties on the
cover.
£15.99 NOW £3.75
97419 TOUCHSTONE
by Edith Wharton
Written by the giant of American literature, Edith
Wharton (1862-1937) was best known for her novel The
Age of Innocence.  Stephen Glennard is in desperate
need of money.  So, when he becomes aware of the
potential value of a series of passionate love letters
written to him by the recently deceased author Margaret
Aubyn, he sells them and marries the beautiful Alexa
Trent.  However, his shame and guilt at building a new
life on the betrayal of another’s love slowly begins to
eat away at him, and Margaret’s memory has a power
that can reach him from beyond the grave.  The first of
Edith Wharton’s works depicting life in ‘old New York’.
104 pages, paperback.
£5.99 NOW £3.25

23777 THIRTY-NINE STEPS by John Buchan
Recently returned from South Africa, adventurer Richard
Hannay is bored with life, but after a chance encounter
with an American who informs him of an assassination
plot and is then promptly murdered in Hannay’s London
flat, he becomes the obvious suspect and is forced to go
on the run. He heads north to his native Scotland,
fleeing the police and his enemies. Hannay must keep
his wits about him if he is to warn the government
before all is too late. 112pp. Paperback.
ONLY £3.25

97222 TREASURE
ISLAND
by Robert Louis
Stevenson
“Fifteen men on the dead
man’s chest, yo ho ho, and a
bottle of rum!” A battered old
seaman with a scarred cheek
takes lodgings at the Admiral
Benbow inn, drawing young
Jim Hawkins into a world far
removed from his quiet life
by the sea.  First published
in 1881, this unabridged
adventure follows Jim as he
discovers a mysterious map
that points to the buried

treasure of the notorious Captain Flint. Soon he is swept
into a perilous voyage aboard the Hispaniola, bound for
a distant island where X marks the spot.  But danger lies
not only in the hunt for gold - mutiny, betrayal and
sudden death stalk the voyage, and none is more
unpredictable than the charismatic ship’s cook, Long John
Silver, whose loyalties are never quite what they seem.
A thrilling seafaring classic of pirates, treasure and
betrayal. 238 pages, fairly large print.
ONLY £7
97424 VINDICATIONS
by Mary Wollstonecraft
Written as a passionate riposte to Talleyrand’s report to
the French National Assembly in which he declared that
women needed only a domestic education, A Vindication
of the Rights of Woman attacked the traditional view of
decorative femininity.  Indeed, independence was at the
heart of Wollstonecraft’s philosophy. As a companion
piece, this volume also includes A Vindication of the
Rights of Men - an earlier influential pamphlet advocating
republicanism and social equality.  The two Vindications,
taken together, showcase Wollstonecraft’s rhetorical
talents, as well as her brilliance and depth of thought as
an anti-establishment polemist and social reformer. 343
page paperback.
£8.99 NOW £3.75

95992 HIPPIE CHIC
by Lauren Whitley
For some, hippy style was the opposite of chic
- associated with scruffiness and a rejection of
couture in favour of bold combinations of colour, fabric
and pattern. Yet these influences filtered up into high
fashion houses such as Halston and Yves Saint Laurent,
inspired by bohemian boutiques, avant-garde labels
and musicians like the Beatles, Janis Joplin and Jimi
Hendrix.  Fashion moved between trippy, retro and
ethnic influences, incorporating Indian and tapestry
motifs, tie-dye, velvet, fringes and embroidered
designs. Designers such as Thea Porter, Ossie Clark
and Patrick Lichfield helped define the era, alongside
the BIBA aesthetic, patchwork styles and vivid acid
colours.  Richly illustrated with 145 colour images, this
152-page large volume captures the eclectic, influential
spirit of 1960s-70s fashion.
$35 NOW £6

96084 AT THE EDGE OF
EMPIRE  by Edward Wong
‘A Family’s Reckoning with
China’ is this sub-title of this
investigation into Edward
Wong’s father’s past in
Communist China while serving
as Beijing bureau chief,
exploring civil rights struggles in
Xinjiang, Tibet and Hong Kong.
As a young man, he fell under
the spell of Chairman Mao’s
promise of a powerful China,
spending years in the People’s
Liberation Army.  His journey

took him from Manchuria during the Korean War to
Xinjiang on the Central Asian frontier until, disillusioned
with the Communist Party, he planned a desperate
escape to Hong Kong in 1962.  After settling in
America, Yook Kearn Wong rarely spoke of his native
land.  When his son Edward became the Beijing bureau
chief at ‘The New York Times’, he began investigating
his father’s mysterious past. 450pp photos, maps.
£25 NOW £4  SAVE £21!
96540 OTHER PANDEMIC: How QAnon
Contaminated the World  by James Ball
It all began with an anonymous online platform called
4chan, which was a message board quickly developing
its own vocabulary, with pornographic, homophobic or
racist slurs.  Hillary Clinton became a target in 2017
with a conspiracy theory linking her to a satanic
paedophile ring, and the QAnon conspiracy theory
developed from this, with Clinton and Obama cast as
high-ranking officials whom Trump was fighting to
expose. At one point 44 percent of the Republican
party believed that anti-Covid vaccinations were used
by Bill Gates to implant a microchip. This fascinating
exposé covers many false claims, some of which arose
from the best intentions, and finishes with Q’s
disappearance following the 6 January storming of the
Capitol.  An alarming read. 279pp, paperback.
£9.99 NOW £3.50

96545 THEY CALL IT DIPLOMACY
by Peter Westmacott

Peter Westmacott’s memoir offers a vivid insider’s
view of a distinguished diplomatic career spanning Iran,

Turkey, the U.S., and three pivotal years as Prince
Charles’s principal private secretary (1990-1993), when
his marriage to Diana was under intense scrutiny. In

2014 he spoke candidly about Putin’s actions in Ukraine
without consequence.  Westmacott recounts his early

career with rich detail: mastering Farsi under a
formidable professor, leaving Iran just before the

Shah’s fall, and witnessing Saudi Arabia’s drift toward
fundamentalism alongside the Soviet invasion of

Afghanistan. Later posts included two stints in Turkey
and a key role in Washington, culminating in his
ambassadorship from 2012-2016. He closes with
reflections on Brexit, Trump’s presidency, and the
shifting global landscape. 358pp, colour photos.

£9.99 NOW £3.50
96751 CREATING HITLER’S GERMANY: The
Birth of Extremism
by Tim Heath
Tim Heath’s book offers a vivid, accessible introduction
to Germany under Hitler, tracing the nation’s turbulent
path from the devastation of World War I and the
Treaty of Versailles through the collapse of the dream
of a thousand-year Reich in World War II. Weaving
together the experiences of three German families,
Heath illuminates everyday life, military service, and
the moral conscience of ordinary citizens, using rare
and previously untapped sources.  While some may
find his description of the closing stages of WWII as a
‘reciprocal genocide of Germans’ provocative, the book
provides essential context for understanding the
pressures, choices, and tragedies that shaped German
society. 30 rare black-and-white archive photos and
family snapshots. 220 pages.
£25 NOW £5  SAVE £20!
96762 IRREPRESSIBLE ADVENTURES WITH
BRITANNIA edited by William Roger Louis
Covering personalities, politics, and intellectual life, the
essays explore subjects from Prince Albert to Ivy
Compton-Burnett, the Observer under David Astor,
Michael Roberts and the BBC, and Robert Graves’s war
poems, alongside broader topics like the breakup of
Britain, Tarzan, Sherlock Holmes, Harry Potter, and the
Black Hole of Calcutta. Contributors also examine
historical interpretation, from A. J. P. Taylor and Hugh
Trevor-Roper to Margaret Thatcher’s impact on
scholarship, and include reflections on British studies in
the USA  between 1975-2013. 400 pages, illus.
£38 NOW £3  SAVE £35!

96773 RESPLENDENT ADVENTURES WITH
BRITANNIA: Personalities, Politics and Culture
in Britain   edited by William Roger Louis
A rich exploration of British culture, history, and politics
through the eyes of distinguished writers, historians,
political scientists, journalists, biographers, and literature
specialists.  Chapters include  Richard Davenport-Hines’s
assessment of Gordon at Khartoum, Joseph Epstein’s
fresh appraisal of Larkin, Rosemary Hill on the
Bloomsbury Group, and Bernard Porter’s analysis of the
Tasmanian Genocide. Combining original insights,
historical and literary allusions, personality, and
anecdote. 400 pages.
£37 NOW £5  SAVE £32!

Shakespeare’s birthplace in Henley Street
in Stratford-upon-Avon

97430
COMPLETE
WORKS OF
WILLIAM
SHAKESPEARE
by William
Shakespeare
A MONUMENTAL tome,
a deluxe hardback edition
of William Shakespeare’s
complete poetry and
plays, stunningly
presented with ornate
cover foil lettering on the
cover, gold gilded page

edges, ivory quality paper, and red satin pagemarker.
Including the Bard’s deeply moving sonnets, as well as
his Comedies, Tragedies and Histories, The Complete
Works of Shakespeare celebrates the playwright and
poet who has remained at the forefront of English
literature for more than four centuries.  From the tragic
Romeo and Juliet to the historical Richard III and
comedic The Taming of the Shrew, seeped in magic
and romance, and featuring great courage in the face
of danger and deception, the plays and poetry in this
charming tome will imbue a sense of wonder as
readers embark on a monumental Shakespearean
adventure. Traditional arrangement by The Comedies
beginning with The Tempest and The Two Gentlemen
of Verona, The Histories with The Life and Death of
King John, and The Tragedies with Coriolanus,
Macbeth, King Lear, Antony and Cleopatra, and all our
favourites to pore over to our heart’s content. Ends
with Poetry, Sonnets (one of which is a newly
discovered version and is included) and Epitaphs, and
His Life and Times.  Beautiful woodcut illustrations ,
two-column layout of the texts in full, very sturdy
binding which folds open flat.  Imitation cloth,
heavyweight 1200 pages.  23.5 x 8.4 x 29.3cm. New,
full price direct from the publisher.
ONLY £60  BACK IN STOCK

MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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NEW AGE AND OCCULT
“I believe in reincarnation,” [Bjorn] said.  I

KNOW.  “I tried to live a good life. Does that
help?”  THAT’S NOT UP TO ME. Death

coughed. OF COURSE... SINCE YOU
BELIEVE IN REINCARNATION... YOU’LL

BE BJORN AGAIN.”
- Terry Pratchett, Men at Arms

Literature

96776 SECRET HISTORY
OF POLTERGEISTS AND
HAUNTED HOUSES
by Claude Lecouteux
Sub-titled ‘From Pagan Folklore
to Modern Manifestations’, this
book traces poltergeists from
ancient Greece and Rome
through medieval Europe to the
present. Claude Lecouteux
shows that while interpretations
change, the phenomena -
knocking, objects moving,
doors slamming - follow a
consistent pattern. He explores

connections to troubled adolescents, pagan spirits,
Christian exorcisms, Enlightenment skepticism, and
modern studies, revealing how poltergeists reflect our
enduring relationship with the unseen world. Includes
haunted houses, cursed places, mischievous and violent
manifestations, and cultural methods of dealing with
them across the centuries. 256pp, paperback.
£18.95 NOW £3.50
97307 LITTLE BOOK OF DAILY RITUALS:
Simple Self-Care Routines To Refresh Your
Mind, Body and Spirit by Vicki Jane Vrint
Drumming, self massage, giving, nurturing a plant, spa
making, body brushing, healthy snacking, forest
bathing, pampering bath - with over 80 guided
practices to choose from, this book is the ideal guide to
self-care for any occasion, whether you need to find
calm, energy, inspiration or comfort, and to carry it out
mindfully and with reverence.  Discover the restorative
wonders of daily rituals to relive the high points of
your day and recharge your batteries; for motivation;
or self-expression to free unexpressed emotions; a
candle ritual to refresh and re-focus your mind and
body on peace.  Simple recipes, 160 pages.
£9.99 NOW £4.25
96021 SUPERSTITIONS: Omens, Charms,
Cures 1787  by Francis Grose
Francis Grose’s collection of local proverbs and
superstitions explores ghosts, witches, fairies, omens,
charms, lucky and unlucky signs, and magical cures.
He shares crisp tales of seventh sons, witches’ cats,
and toads with stones in their heads. So striking was
his essay on ghosts that Encyclopaedia Britannica
quoted it in full in 1791. 104pp, illustrated, black
clothbound with silver tooling.
£4.99 NOW £2.75
96283 LITTLE BOOK FOR CRYSTAL LOVERS
by Astrid Carvel
A practical guide to enhancing your crystal collection,
featuring stones like opal, sapphire, garnet, sodalite,
Charoite, Lapis Lazuli, Kyanite, Citrine, and Blue Lace
Agate. Includes a brief history, cleansing and charging,
programming crystals with intention, and tips for
healing, prosperity, meditation, stress relief, sleep, and
birthstones. Stunning colour photos. 128pp, colour.
£8.99 NOW £5

97493 FULL MOON YEARBOOK by Julie Peters
Sub-titled ‘A Year of Ritual and Healing Under the Light of the
Full Moon.’  When the full moon rises in the night sky, it’s hard
not to be captivated by the light that streams down on earth
from our closest celestial neighbour. Over 13 chapters, the names and
mythology associated with each full moon are explored, as well as
corresponding crystals, rituals, and yoga practices to make engaging
with the energy of the full moon natural and fun. The 13th chapter is
dedicated to the Blue moon, along with its even more elusive friend,
the Black Moon.  Alongside the folk names, it highlights some of the
goddesses that have been dedicated to, or personified, the moon in
ancient religions, bringing their stories to life.  With the international
perspective, lunar festivals and customs from around the world and practical makes and recipes to help celebrate the
full moon are included in this illustrated guide, showing how important the full moon has been throughout history to
humankind.  Stunning colour illustrations throughout for each month including January’s Wolf Moon, March’s Worm
Moon, April’s Awakening Moon, May’s Flower Moon, June’s Strawberry Moon, September’s Harvest Moon,
October’s Hunter’s Moon and December’s Long Night Moon. 144pp, colour. Paperback, 236 x 194mm.
ONLY £14.99

97028 LOST IN THE
FOREST Notes on Not
Belonging from the
English Countryside
by Colin Heber-Percy
Drawing on his experience as a
troubled schoolboy, a burnt-out
screenwriter at the BBC, and
an ‘awkward’ parish priest in
the Church of England, Colin
Heber-Percy reflects on the
value of not belonging.  Colin
invites you to get lost, to shed
the labels society uses to box
us in, and to discover the

richness, creativity, spirituality and freedom that lie
beyond those boundaries.  Blending parish life
anecdotes with philosophy, literature and tales from
Savernake Forest, this is a gentle, funny and life-
affirming trail of crumbs through the woods.  The Rev
Dr has a PhD in Medieval metaphysics and has
lectured on spirituality, faith, film and fashion and lives
in Wiltshire with his wife and three children. 260 pages.
£18.99 NOW £7.50

PSYCHOLOGY AND
SOCIOLOGY
I have great faith in fools - self-confidence

my friends will call it.
- Edgar Allan Poe, Marginalia

96547 THOUSAND
GOLDEN CITIES 2,500
Years of Writing from
Afghanistan and its People
edited by Justin Marozzi
2,500 Years of Writing from
Afghanistan and its People, this
rich anthology restores a deeper,
more complex picture through
more than 70 prose extracts and
a selection of poetry.  Modern
accounts include Rory Stewart’s
The Places in Between, his 2004

walk from Herat to Kabul under constant danger; Ahmed
Rashid on militant Islam after 9/11; and Christina Lamb’s
moving report on secret sewing circles where young
women studied literature when girls’ education was
banned. Khaled Hosseini appears both as the author of
The Kite Runner and with his 1996 interview with
resistance leader Ahmad Shah Massoud.  The historical
range is equally striking: from Herodotus in the 5th
century BCE and Diodorus Siculus in Roman times, to
Ferdowsi’s epic Book of Kings. Later writers include
Kipling, E. M. Forster, Eric Newby, Robert Byron,
William Dalrymple and Peter Levi.  A portrait of a
country shaped by war, poetry, faith and resilience.
Paperback, 695 pages.
£30 NOW £10  SAVE £20!
95954 IN THE LAND OF THE CYCLOPS:
Essays by Karl Ove Knausgaard
In these wide-ranging essays, Norwegian writer Karl
Ove Knausgaard reflects on everything from Ingmar
Bergman’s notebooks and Anselm Kiefer, to the
Northern Lights, Madame Bovary, Rembrandt, and
Michel Houellebecq’s Submission. He explores the
fragmented self of schizophrenics and psychotics, the role
of an editor, and the interplay between personal
experience and universal truth.  Accompanied by colour
reproductions, Knausgaard illuminates Cindy Sherman’s
Shadowlands, Sally Mann’s sublime vision, and
Francesca Woodman’s serious play. These essays reveal
his remarkable ability to meditate on life and art with
intelligence, self-scrutiny, and a deep desire to
authentically see and understand the world. 342 pages.

$28 NOW £2.50
96789 LICENTIOUS
FICTIONS  by Daniel Poch
Subtitled ‘Ninjo and the
Nineteenth-Century Japanese
Novel’, this fascinating study
explores how Japanese fiction
became preoccupied with ninjo -
“human emotion” - especially
love, desire and erotic feeling.
Poch shows how anxieties about
literature’s power to shape
emotions and behaviour drove
Japanese storytelling from the

late Edo period through the Meiji era.  Rather than
replacing earlier ideas, the modern Meiji novel absorbed
and complicated them, balancing passion against reason -
a defining ideal of Japan’s new ‘civilised’ future. Through
close readings of major works from 1603 to 1912, Poch
reveals how writers struggled with the fear that fiction
might encourage readers not to control desire, but to
give in to it.  Paperback, 320 pages.
£54 NOW £3.75  SAVE £50.25!
96116 AROUND THE WORLD IN EIGHTY
DAYS  by Jules Verne
One evening at the Reform Club, the meticulous and
wealthy Phileas Fogg makes an astonishing £20,000
wager: he will circumnavigate the globe in just 80 days.
Breaking his precise routine, Fogg and his fiery French
valet, Passepartout, set off for Dover and a journey
filled with adventure.  By train, steamship, sledge, and
even elephant, they face storms, kidnappings, natural
disasters, Sioux attacks, and the relentless Inspector Fix,
who suspects Fogg of robbing the Bank of England. A
thrilling race against time and the elements ensues. 294
pages, paperback.
£7.99 NOW £2
97080 HOW TO WRITE LIKE TOLSTOY:
A Journey into the Minds of Our Greatest
Writers  by Richard Cohen
Cohen takes us on a fascinating excursion into the lives
and minds of our greatest writers from Balzac and Eliot
to Woolf and Nabokov, through to Zadie Smith and
Stephen King, with a few mischievous detours to
Tolstoy along the way. Here are Gabriel Garcia
Márquez’s thoughts on how to start a novel (“In the first
paragraph you solve most of the problems with your
book”); Virginia Woolf offering her definition of style (“It
is all rhythm. Once you get that, you can’t use the
wrong words”); and Vladimir Nabokov on the nature of
fiction (“All great novels are great fairy tales”).  The
result is a unique exploration of the act and art of writing
that enriches our experience of reading both the classics
and the best modern fiction. Illus and Archive photos,
323 page paperback.
£9.99 NOW £3.50
68844 RAGGED TROUSERED
PHILANTHROPISTS
by Robert Tressell
A classic representation of the impoverished and
politically powerless underclass of British society in
Edwardian England, ruthlessly exploited by the
institutionalized corruption of their employers and the
civic and religious authorities.  Epic in scale, the novel
charts the ruinous effects of the laissez-faire mercantilist
ethics on the men, women, and children of the working
classes, and through its emblematic characters, argues
for a socialist politics as the only hope for a civilized and
humane life for all. Paperback, 619pp.
ONLY £3.50

96539 ONE LAST THING: How to Live with
the End in Mind  by Wendy Mitchell

A Life to the Full is a courageous and uplifting memoir
by Wendy Mitchell, diagnosed with young-onset

dementia in 2014. She shares practical ways to prepare
for death, open honest conversations with loved ones,

and navigate end-of-life options, consulting experts
along the way. With warmth, honesty, and

compassion, Wendy explores the challenges of
dementia, the choices denied or available, and the
hope and dignity in confronting life’s final chapter.

227pp, paperback.
£9.99 NOW £2

97167 SECOND MOUNTAIN: The Quest for A
Moral Life  by David Brooks
By David Brooks, bestselling author of The Social
Animal contrasts the “first mountain” focused on
achievement, status, and self-interest - with the “second
mountain,” where fulfilment comes from commitment to
others and to something larger than oneself. He suggests
that lasting satisfaction is found not in independence, but
in connection, responsibility, and shared purpose.  At the
heart of the book are four key commitments - family,
vocation, philosophy, and community - which can guide
us toward a more meaningful life rooted in relationships
and moral purpose.  Paperback, 346 pages.
£10.99 NOW £4
95987 FROM BOYS TO MEN
by Bret Stephenson
Spiritual Rites of Passage in an Indulgent Age explores
how older cultures guided boys into adulthood through
initiation rituals - from Aleutian Eskimos to Polynesian
Islanders, African tribes to Australian Aborigines.
Stephenson shows that modern youth face challenges
once met with structured guidance, mentorship, and
personal courage, linking these lessons to mythic

journeys like the Hero’s Journey and Shamanic
Initiation. 289pp, illustrated paperback.
£15.99 NOW £2

96780 SHOGUN’S
SCROLL: Wield Power and
Control Your Destiny
by Stephen F. Kaufman
The Shogun’s Scroll distils the
strategies, ethics, and
philosophy of Japan’s medieval
samurai into guidance modern
readers can follow. Written as
the reflections of Hidetomo
Nakadai, a late twelfth-
century scholar in the court of
the first shogun, Minamoto
Yoritomo, it offers timeless
lessons on success, discipline,

and personal growth. Drawing on historical sources and
the author’s lifetime in martial arts, this docu-fiction is
for followers of samurai, Japanese history, and martial
philosophy. 128pp.
$14.95 NOW £2

96548 TWO HEADS
by Uta, Chris and Alex Frith with Daniel Locke
Explores how our minds work with other minds, told

through colourful cartoons and engaging stories.
Neuroscientists Alex Frith and his parents, Chris and
Uta, use humour and everyday examples to explain

how brains learn, play, and thrive socially. From
autism and social cognition to the quirks of memory

and improvisation, the book shows how no brain exists
in isolation. Packed with lively illustrations, anecdotes,

and interactive games, it’s a fascinating, accessible
read for science-minded teens and adults. 346pp,

softback, colour cartoons.
£18.99 NOW £4.25

96019 SHAMANIC ODYSSEY: Homer, Tolkien,
& The Visionary Experience

by Robert Tindall and Susana Bustos
Weaving together the native and healing traditions of

ancient Greeks and Celts alongside the wisdom of
indigenous plant medicine healers, the authors uncover
the hidden world of the Odyssey. From the Cyclops
encounter to Odysseus’s journey to the Land of the
Dead, episodes are seen through the lens of vision
quests, healing plants, and the lessons of animals.
Drawing on Homer, Shakespeare, Tolkien, and

shamans of the Americas, this is a journey into a world
where old gods, nature, and ritual guide human life.

212pp, illustrated softback.
£14.99 NOW £2.50

96007 NEW AGE: Searching for The Spiritual
Self  by Nevill Drury
By a leading scholar of Western esotericism, this book
explores how the New Age movement blends quantum
physics, consciousness research, and personal spiritual
experience. Drury traces its roots in the 1960s
counterculture, the influence of figures from
Swedenborg to Gurdjieff, and insights from Indian and
Native American traditions. Chapters examine Esalen,
Gestalt, psychedelia, mysticism, science and
spirituality, and the challenge of death. Softback,
224pp, largely in colour.
£14.95 NOW £2.50

97495 KITCHEN
MAGICK: A Recipe Deck
for Witches  by Carla
Torrents Murcia
Presented in a beautiful box
with an accompanying
instructional booklet, there are
52 recipe cards for savoury
meals and sweet treats inspired
by the Wheel of the Year.
Using seasonal ingredients,
there are recipes for both the
mid-week supper and the
festival feast with suggestions

for how to celebrate the passing of the seasons with
family and friends.  Kitchen witch Carla Torrents
encourages users of the deck to get it messy!  The
accompanying booklet provides excellent tips and tricks,
as well as practical information about weight conversions
between
imperial and
metric
measurements
and introduces
the dates of
festivals and
Sabbats for
both northern
and southern
hemisphere
witches.  Cook
up some Yule
Snow Moon
Cookies (Yule -
Winter Solstice), Carrot Bread, Cloud Buns, Garden
Pesto Bread, Candied Rose Petals, Mushroom Soup
(Mabon - Autumn Equinox), Chocolate Cakes (Samhain -
Spooky Season) while reading up on Ostara -
Celebration of Life and Lughnasadh - Harvest Season.
Beautiful colour photography, 152 x 96mm.
ONLY £12.49

97090 NIGHT SIDE OF THE RIVER: GHOST
STORIES  by Jeanette Winterson

Jeanette Winterson, author of Oranges Are Not The
Only Fruit, brings the classic gothic literature theme into

the 21st century, a “talky, smart, anarchic and quite
sexy” collection of short stories, interspersed with

memories of her own unexplained encounters with the
paranormal.  A ghost has no substance, but it has power
- and presence - and it can appear in alternative forms.

In the metaverse, we are all alternative forms. The
Dead will join us. We have changed, but our ghosts

have not. They’ve simply adapted and innovated, found
new channels to reach us. They inhabit our apps and
wander the metaverse just as they haunt our homes
and our memories. To take their revenge. 306 pages.

$27 NOW £5

96842 DALI TAROT: Deck
of 78 Tarot Cards
by Johannes Fiebig
For Live and Let Die, producer
Albert Broccoli commissioned
Surrealist maestro Salvador Dalí to
design a custom tarot deck.
Inspired by his wife Gala, Dalí
embraced mysticism and continued
the project even after the deal fell
through. Published in a limited
1984 edition that has long sold out,
it was the first entirely new tarot

set by a renowned painter.
Drawing on European art from

antiquity to modernity,
Dalí combined arcane
symbolism with his
signature wit and colour.

Taschen’s reissue
presents all 78 cards, each

reproduced in full colour, with
a booklet by tarot expert

Johannes Fiebig explaining the
cards, their meanings, practical reading tips, and step-by-
step instructions for newcomers. Deck and booklet in
box, 18.8 x 33cm, 184pp, English, French, and German.
New reissue from Taschen.
ONLY £50 BACK IN STOCK

Psychology below
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A Big Thank
You for the
most
gorgeous pop-
up cat in a tea
cup!  Sent
from Ms. A.G
of Bromley -
most
definitely Our
Cup of Tea!

and send us
fab gifts...

OUR GUARANTEE
All books supplied on approval. We will gladly accept the
return, at your expense, within two weeks of receipt of
any you do not wish to keep. Should there be anything
wrong with your order, please let us know within 7 days
and we will rectify this. Please report any mistakes in your
order in the same time period, enclosing packing note. You
will receive a credit or cash refund as you prefer.    Please
do not return the books unless we request you to do so.
Returns to: Bibliophile,  31 Riverside, 55 Trinity Buoy
Wharf, London  E14 0FP
Why are Bibliophile’s books so cheap?
In many cases, our mint condition books are publisher
overstocks.  All  are hardbacks unless paperback is
specified.  Where mentioned, ‘Remainder Mark’ denotes
small felt tip line across page edges: otherwise book in mint
condition.
YOUR DELIVERIES
The speed of delivery depends on a number of factors,
some of which are outside our control, such as the varying
time the our carriers take to deliver. So, please be patient.
The warehouse staff are very keen and strive valiantly to
achieve a quick turn-around of orders - but sometimes we
do need our full 28 days.

We have local couriers who operate between 07.30am and
9pm to provide deliveries at a more convenient time.  If
your courier has called and you are not at home, you simply
call the telephone number left on the “Sorry I missed you”
card to arrange a re-delivery directly with our courier at a
mutually agreeable time. They will also try a neighbour.
YOUR ORDERS
PLEASE ALLOW 7-10 WORKING DAYS FOR DELIVERY
(UK ONLY)
We endeavour to provide a 5 day turnaround of orders from
our small, expert Team. Our picking of multiple titles and
careful packaging is a time-consuming and precise business.
Please be patient during busy times.
Please send orders to Bibliophile 31 Riverside, 55
Trinity Buoy Wharf, London  E14 0FP
Queries and orders by telephone 020 74 74 24 74.
PRIORITY Orders £6.50 extra.
NO SUBSCRIPTION FEE.
POSTAGE AND PACKING CHARGES
We have always charged less for postage than the actual
cost to us. We have a flat rate agreement with our carriers
for every parcel, no matter how big or small. We charge
£4.50 per order to UK customers.

PRIVACY POLICY  See website.

BIB NEWS...
BABY BIBLIOPHILE
The latest addition
to the family is
Aydan, born 27th

May at 2.28am,
6.89 lbs.
He is our cataloguer
Debbie’s new
grandson.
Welcome the world,
young man!

A NEW FRIEND!
Our Annie grabs a cuddle in the Spanish
sunshine from the Padel Tennis Club cat
RALPH! May 2026

Our readers often write to us, but this Thank
You card struck us because our Jackie hides

her light under a bushel. She always goes the
extra mile and thinks ahead for the

Company, and has been with us for decades.
Thank you, Jackie, you are a superstar! 

SCIENCE FICTION
Looking at these stars suddenly dwarfed
my own troubles and all the gravities of

terrestrial life.
- H.G. Wells

SPORT
The only place that matters is first.

- Max Verstappen

97313 PLAY BETTER
POOL: A Stand-up Book of
Pool Techniques and
Strategy  by Duncan Steer
Pool is great fun, a game of skill
and playing it well requires
knowledge and intensive
practice. Covering the history,
rules and variations of the
game, it introduces core
techniques such as cue control,
stance and shot selection,
alongside clear explanations of

strategy and positioning. The book includes 25 focused
drills to build fundamental skills and a further 40 practice
exercises to help you apply them in real-game situations.
Illustrated throughout with colour diagrams and step-by-
step visuals, it is structured for easy reference and quick
learning. Its spiral binding allows it to stand upright, so
you can keep instructions in view while practising shots.
128 pages, colour illus.
$14.95 NOW £4.75
96300 GOAL! A FOOTBALL TRUMP GAME
by Ruben Errejon
For ages six to adult, the ultimate football face-off! 32 all-
time greats go head-to-head: Pelé or Eusébio? Maradona
or Messi? Bobby Moore or Bobby Charlton? Each player
is rated on Goals, Trophies, Caps, Skill, Tactics, and
Charisma, with a brief description and stunning
illustrations by Holly Exley. No red cards, no yellow
cards - just trump cards!
£8.99 NOW £3

96549 WISDEN CRICKETERS’ ALMANACK
2022  edited by Lawrence Booth

Every Wisden has two parts, the main one being the
Gazetteer with all the details and figures from the year’s
international, domestic and overseas matches, including
both the men’s and the women’s game, the Records and
Registers section which includes the Roll of Dishonour of
those banned on corruption charges, and the Almanack,
including not only rulings and personnel changes in the
sport’s governing bodies but snippets from 50, 100 and
150 years ago. In 2021 cricket was in the headlines,

making this 2022 edition of Wisden particularly
interesting. The editor’s comments are trenchant. For

overseeing the launch of The Hundred, the chief
executive and colleagues of the English Cricket Board

stood to gain a bonus of over a million, while meanwhile
we had lost the Ashes and the DCMS threatened to

withhold funds if the game did not clean up its act. Eight
of the Ashes team, including Anderson and Broad, were

dropped from the Caribbean Test, and there was a
general sense of doom. In August, Root became

England’s most victorious team captain, but his own
sublime batting was damaged by some poor strategy.

Other articles include cricket under the Taliban and three
photos from the 1960s, including one of John Lennon

playing beach cricket in 1966. 1536pp, numerous tables,
photos in mono.

£57 NOW £14  SAVE £43!
96528 DON REVIE: The Biography
by Christopher Evans
Arguably one of the greatest football managers of all
time, Don Revie began his career at Leicester City
before moving to Manchester City, where he developed
the influential “Revie Plan,” refining his reputation as a
precise and intelligent player.  Appointed manager of
Leeds United in 1961, Revie built a tough, highly
effective side that won the Second Division in 1963-64
and the First Division in 1964-65. Under his leadership,
Leeds also secured the League Cup in 1968 and the FA
Cup in 1972, and finished runners-up in the league
multiple times, dominating English football through the
late 1960s and early 1970s.  Becoming England manager
in 1974, his long-running rivalry with Brian Clough
remains one of football’s most famous clashes. 368 page
paperback, colour photos.
£12.99 NOW £5.50

96566 THE RATS
by James Herbert
Book one of the bestselling classic
trilogy from the Master of Horror first
published in 1974.  It was only when
the bones of the first devoured victims
were discovered that the true nature
and power of these swarming black
creatures, with their razor-sharp teeth
and their taste for human blood,
began to be realised by a panic-

stricken city.  With fleshed-out backstories, the novel
certainly shows what could happen following nuclear
testing or God forbid, a war.  198 page paperback
reprint.
£9.99 NOW £4
96565 LAIR by James Herbert
Book two of the Rats Trilogy. The mutant white rat has
grown and bred, creating a terrifying new generation
that dominates the dark-furred rats. Restless and
craving, the colony is driven by a monstrous intelligence
with a taste for human flesh. Horror and tension build to
shocking, grisly moments, including a memorable scene
in a graveyard. 272pp, paperback.
£9.99 NOW £4
96561 DOMAIN by James Herbert
The third in the Rats Trilogy, Domain delivers
apocalyptic survival at its most terrifying. London lies in
ruins after a nuclear conflict, and a few survivors
descend beneath the wrecked streets only to face
mutant rats, the demonic descendants of irradiated
forebears. Weakened humanity becomes prey, and
Culver leads a small group underground, encountering
Kate, who becomes his love interest. 482pp, paperback.
£9.99 NOW £4

96563 FLUKE
by James Herbert
A stringy mongrel wanders the city,
driven by hunger and a memory of
what he once was - a man. Follow
Fluke from birth through failed
homes, an animal rescue, life on the
streets, and his final quest to find his
human family. Along the way, he
meets Rumbo the streetwise dog,
Victoria the bitchy cat, a sly fox, and

a friendly badger. Heartwarming and poignant. 215pp,
paperback.
£9.99 NOW £3.75
96564 HAUNTED by James Herbert
James Herbert’s first novel in the David Ash trilogy
introduces the cynical paranormal investigator as he
confronts terror at Edbrook, a remote country house.
Over three nights, Ash faces horrifying games, the
specter of a nanny, and the dark secrets of his own past.
You will be haunted once again by the spectral image of
the nanny in this chilling gothic tale with a climactic
ending. 227pp, paperback.
£9.99 NOW £4.50

96870 JAMES HERBERT: Set of Five
by James Herbert

Buy all five paperbacks above and save even more.
£49.95 NOW £19

93927 H. P.  LOVECRAFT THE COLLECTION:
Classic Tales of Cosmic Horror
by H. P. Lovecraft
A collection of four of Lovecraft’s most chilling tales: The
Dunwich Horror, The Call of Cthulhu, The Hound, and
The Lurking Fear. From the remote hills haunted by
secret rituals to the depths where ancient cosmic entities
lie dormant, these stories explore forbidden knowledge,
necromancy, and decaying mansions shrouded in dread.
A masterful introduction to Lovecraft’s mythos and
cosmic horror. 107-page paperback.
$18.95 NOW £3

HEALTH
Her manner of inquiring after a trifling

ailment gave one the impression that she
was more concerned with the fortunes of
the malady than with oneself, and when

one got rid of a cold one felt that she almost
expected to be given its postal address.

- Saki, Complete Works of Saki

97200 SLEEP: All You
Need to Know
by Dr Sandi Mann
Beginning with asking how
people in other cultures sleep
and can we learn anything from
them, by explaining the science
of sleep and how human sleep
habits have changed, here are
easy to understand explanations
of the science, psychology and
function of sleep.  The book
includes a waking diary,
relaxation techniques, coping

strategies and natural sleeping aids.  We delve into
circadian rhythms and desynchronisation, medical
conditions, physiological and psychological reasons,
chemical causes, sleep hygiene, the role of medication,
pleasure seeking, learning to cope with little sleep, an
anxiety diary template, pleasure template, gratitude,
deep muscle relaxation script and a sleepy story script for
young children. Colour photos and diagrams. 128 pages.
£12.99 NOW £5
96533 INNER CLOCK: Living in Sync with our
Circadian Rhythms  by Lynne Peeples
Explores how our bodies are governed by circadian
rhythms and why aligning with them matters for health
and wellbeing, divided into ‘Clocks,’ ‘Broken,’ and
‘Reset. From jet lag to windowless classrooms, blue-
filtering glasses, LEDs and shift work to energy-efficient
lighting, she investigates how our physiology responds
to disrupted schedules. Personal experiments - such as
spending 10 days in a lightless bunker - reveal the
precision and adaptability of the human body clock.
Studies on school timings, sleep strategies, and even
vaccine efficacy highlight how timing can influence
performance and immunity.  A fascinating look, showing
how living in sync with our internal clocks can enhance
health, productivity, and resilience. 351 pages.
£20 NOW £4.50

 HOW TO…
When you get a thing the way you want it,

leave it alone.
- Winston Churchill

96319
BICARBONATE OF
SODA: 100s of
Household Uses
by Diane and Jon
Sutherland et al
If you could find a
naturally occurring
product that you could
use as a deodorant, a
toothpaste, an exfoliant

and an antiseptic, to clean out your pots and pans,
shampoo your pets, clean out a swimming pool, kill
cockroaches and relieve insect bites and stings.  And you
can buy it today for pennies.  Known as bicarbonate of
soda, bicarb, baking soda, bread soda, sodium
bicarbonate, saleratus or even sodium hydrogen
carbonate. Indigestion, deodorising clothes, smelly feet,
a dry skin bath additive, razor burns, smoky clothes, pet
cages and accessories, metal cleaning, floors and tiles,
leather and vinyl furniture and the loo, flush away your
cleaning problems, improve your health and the
appearance of many of your goods. Also includes
delicious recipes and colour photos. 256 page softback.
£9.99 NOW £5 BACK IN STOCK

97201 SPEAK: All You
Need to Know
by Diana Matha
When you speak, you want to
be heard, but even if the
audience is listening, are they
hearing the right message and
the message you want them to
hear? Chapters include how to
write and prepare your speech,
tailor it for your audience, how to
use your voice, how to make
sure you are heard and

understood.  It includes advice on what to wear, using
visual aids, coping with last-minute nerves, radiating
confidence, how to move and stand, and how to use
body language.  With practical tips and techniques for
building self-esteem, exercising your voice, and
controlling your breath, the book will take you through
every stage of public speaking from concept to
triumphant finish. 128 glossy pages, colour photos and
guidelines.
£12.99 NOW £4.50

And a BIG Thank You to Mrs P.L. of
Derbyshire for her fabulous artwork,
support and custom over the years.
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97330 15 PACK
WATERCOLOUR PAINTS
10ML by Art Hub Fine Art
This 15-piece water colour
paint set provides a
comprehensive selection of
colours for various art projects.
Each pot contains 10ml of
paint, offering ample supply
for multiple uses.  Ideal for art
clubs, creative hobbies and
budding artists, the compact
and organised packaging
makes it easy to store and

transport - perfect for painting in the garden or park.
The set is suitable for both beginners and experienced
artists, providing a range of colours to explore different
techniques and styles.  With strong, vivid, clean colours
- white, flesh tone, yellow, orange, blush rose, 2 reds,
2 greens, 2 blues (cobalt and ultramarine), purple, 2
browns (burnt ochre and burnt umber), and black, each
is 10ml and in a squidgy re sealable pot.  Boxed set 15
x 23cm. Pair up with the set of 12 Art Brushes (code
97326).
ONLY £7
97329 15 PACK ACRYLIC COLOUR PAINTS
10ML  by Art Hub Fine Art
A special starter pack of 15 acrylic paint ideal for both
beginners and experienced artists, this set provides a
broad palette to explore different techniques and styles.
The paints are formulated for good coverage and
blendability, allowing for smooth application and colour
mixing. This set is suitable for use on canvas, paper,
wood, and other surfaces.  The compact packaging
makes it easy to store and transport, perfect for
workshops, classes, or creating art on the go. With
strong, vivid, clean colours - white, flesh tone, yellow,
orange, blush rose, 2 reds, 2 greens, 2 blues (cobalt
and ultramarine), purple, 2 browns (burnt ochre and
burnt umber), and black, each is 10ml and in a squidgy
re sealable pot.  Boxed set 15 x 23cm. Pair up with the
set of 12 Art Brushes (code 97326).
ONLY £7

97239 ZAHA
HADID
by Philip Jodidio
The Guangzhou Opera
House in China 2003-10
graces the cover of this
superb tribute. Zaha
Hadid was a
revolutionary architect
who for many years built
almost nothing, despite
winning critical acclaim.
At the time of her
unexpected death in
2016, Hadid was firmly
established among the

elite of world architecture. Included here are her
revolutionary designs for a fire station, ski jump, Science
Centre, museum extensions, railway stations, Zaragoza
bridge pavilion, Evelyn Grace Academy, Glasgow
Riverside museum, Broad Art Museum, Galaxy SOHO,
Jockey Club Innovation Tower, Messner Mountain
Museum Corones, and the Investcorp Buildings among
them. During the latter years of her life, Hadid’s daring
visions became a reality, bringing a unique new
architectural language to cities and structures as varied
as the Rosenthal Center for Contemporary Art in
Cincinnati; the MAXXI Museum in Rome and the London
2012 Olympics Aquatics Centre. 21 x 26cm, 96 pages.
Colour photos and designs, new from Taschen.
ONLY £15

97232 CHARLES
RENNIE MACKINTOSH:
Glasgow Style
by Charlotte and Peter
Fiell
Scottish architect, designer,
and painter Charles Rennie Mackintosh (1868-1928) was
one of the earliest pioneers of modern architecture and
design of furniture, graphic design, landscapes, and flower
studies.  Blending strong lines, elegant proportions and
natural motifs with the influence of Japanese art,
Mackintosh developed the distinctive “Glasgow Style”,
often working in close collaboration with his wife,

Margaret Macdonald.  Featured projects include the celebrated Willow Tea Rooms,
the Glasgow School of Art, Hill House, Scotland Street School and 78 Derngate,
alongside furniture, textiles, posters and decorative interiors. Richly illustrated with
colour photographs, architectural drawings and archive images, this compact Taschen
volume captures the beauty and originality of Mackintosh’s work, from his iconic high-
backed chairs and stained glass to his refined interiors. 96 pages, 21 × 26cm.
ONLY £15

96865 ROTHKO: 1903-1970: Pictures As
Drama   by Jacob Baal-Teshuva
Mark Rothko was a pivotal figure among the Abstract
Expressionists, transforming the very language of
modern painting. An intellectual and lover of music,
literature, and philosophy, Rothko brought thought and
feeling to every canvas.  This beautifully illustrated
volume presents over 100 works spanning his career,
from early figurative pieces to the iconic, luminous
colour blocks that define his legacy. Reds, yellows,
ochres, maroons, blacks, and greens shimmer across the
page, inviting viewers to experience the emotional
power of pure colour. Each work is accompanied by
details of title, date, size, medium, and current location,

offering insight into his revolutionary approach and the depth of his intellectual
vision. Colour illus, 21 × 26cm, 96 pages, Taschen.
ONLY £15

97543 WORLD CLASSICS LIBRARY:
H. G. WELLS  by H. G. Wells
This spectacular bright red mock leather look
hardback collector’s edition brings together
five classic novels by H. G. Wells, presented
with striking gold cover embossing with fitting
symbols like a clock face, and illustrated page
edges. The striking design along the spine of
the pages is in colour  - a rich blue War of the
Worlds invader spacecraft with pink/red lights
looming over black, earthly buildings.  H.G.
Wells is often referred to as ‘father of science
fiction’.  His works have been continually
adapted to stage and screen and remain
pertinent to a modern audience. This beautiful
hardcover compendium with dust jacket
assembles four of his most iconic novels: The

War of the Worlds, The Invisible Man, The First Men in the Moon and
The Time Machine. Whether concerning alien invasion, time travel or the
risks of scientific development, these tales examine the potential futures
of humanity which are at once thrilling and terrifying.  Herbert George
Wells was a prolific writer born in Kent in 1866. He was nominated for
the Nobel Prize in Literature no fewer than four times. He was
passionate about politics as well as literature and his output included
several nonfiction pieces to go with his array of short stories and novels.  World
Classics Library series, imitation cloth, 640 pages. New, full price by arrangement with
the publisher Arcturus.
ONLY £19.99

ARCTURUS EPIC CLASSICS  SEE NEW ON PAGE 9
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97677 GRAND
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COLOURS

A Visual History of
the Formula 1 World
Championship
£32 NOW £12
see page 22

WELL HELLOWELL HELLOWELL HELLOWELL HELLOWELL HELLO
DOLLY!DOLLY!DOLLY!DOLLY!DOLLY!

97644 BEHIND
THE SEAMS: My

Life in
Rhinestones
Sparkling &

Entertaining 450
full colour

photographs
£39.99 NOW £18
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HISTORY
The reading of all good books is like a

conversation with the finest minds of past
centuries.

- René Descartes

97691 ST
PETERSBURG: A
History
by Arthur George and
Elena George
20 years after its original
publication in 2004, we are
delighted to have this 2024
reprint of this now classic
grand history that captures
all that is complex about
the city.  From its
foundation in 1703 by
Peter the Great in a
swampy war zone to its
leading role in
overthrowing Soviet

power and bringing Russia into the 21st century, St
Petersburg has undergone several transformations.
Virtually commanded into existence by Peter the Great,
the inherent artifice of St Petersburg has made it one of
the world’s most storied cities and the stage for political
and artistic dreamers.  It has had a leading role in 19th
century cultural life, but with the Russian Revolution of
1917, its glorious history descended into violence and
bloodshed. During the Second World War, Leningrad
suffered further atrocities in the form of a horrific Nazi
siege.  Yet it has remained rich in cultural, intellectual
and architectural history and been home to greats such
as Dostoevsky, Tchaikovsky and Nijinsky, figures who
were gifted with great creativity and passion, and who
were often dissatisfied with Russian traditions.  These
characters are explored by the author together with the
beguiling physical appearance of the city - canals,
bridges, promenades and palaces - but the most lively
writing hones in on the interplay between power and
intellect, reaction and reform in a city steeped in a tumult
of war, revolution and aesthetics, rising from the ashes
to help lead Russia on the path to modernisation.
Chapters are organised around rulers from Peter’s
Paradise, Elizabeth’s Petersburg, The Petersburg of
Catherine II, Under the Errant Knight, Alexander I and
The Decembrist Rebellion, Pushkin’s St Petersburg,
Imperial St Petersburg, The Hero City and more.  A
whopping, heavyweight 708 page softback, photos.
£22 NOW £8

97686 NECESSARY
WOMEN
by Dr Mari
Takayanagi and
Elizabeth Hallam Smith
On 2nd April 1911, the
suffragette Emily Wilding
Davison hid overnight in
the Crypt Chapel in the
Houses of Parliament.  This
dramatic protest was to
record her presence there
on census night as a
woman in the male bastion
of Parliament and to make
a claim to equal rights with
men.  What she may not

have known was that there were 67 other women
resident in Parliament that night - housekeepers, kitchen
maids, domestic servants, and wives and daughters
living in households, from palatial dwellings within the
Palace of Westminster to humble single-person rooms.
This book is their story.  From ‘Jane’, dispenser of beer,
pies and chops in Bellamy’s legendary refreshment
rooms; Eliza Arscot who went from reigning as Principal
Housemaid at the House of Lords to Hanwell Asylum;
May Ashworth, Official Typist to Parliament for 30
years through marriage, war and divorce; and Jean
Winder, the first female Hansard reporter who fought for
years to be paid the same as her male counterparts.
The authors uncover many women left out of the
history books including Mary Jane Anderson, a
previously unknown suffragette.  Girl Messengers,
cleaners and typists leap from the pages of this brilliantly
well written and researched book.  288 pages, 20
integrated illustrations and eight colour plates.
£22 NOW £8

97650 HOUSE
DIVIDED: Sunni, Shia
and the Making of the
Middle East
by Barnaby Rogerson
‘Eloquent and always
fascinating’ said William
Dalrymple of this
celebrated travel writer’s
work.  Masterfully this
History Book of the Year
2024 (Prospect Magazine)
engages with the most
delicate and important of
subjects and ends with a
Timeline of Islamic
Dynasties.  At the heart of

the Middle East, with its regional conflicts and proxy
wars, is a 1400-year-old schism between Sunni and
Shia.  Sunni form the majority of Muslims across the
world, while the Shia account for perhaps 15%
worldwide, and 37% in the central Middle East.  Sunni
derives from the ancient Arabic word for tradition or
trusted path, and Shia refers back to the partisans or
followers of Ali.  To understand the divisions and
modern resonances, we need to go back to the death of
the Prophet Muhammad in 632; the accidental coup that
set aside the claims of his son-in-law Ali; and the
slaughter of Ali’s own son Husayn at Karbala. These
events, known to every Muslim, have created a slender
faultline in the Middle East.  This special book follows
these narratives through the medieval empires of the
Arabs, Persians and Ottomans and Safavid Empires, to

97633 ROYAL PALACES: Secrets and Scandals
by Kate Williams
A lively description of 30 royal residences in the British Isles is a very good
read with delightful, coloured illustrations. Palaces are places where monarchs
are born and die, where they plan battles and conduct intrigues, and included here is
the Tower of London, where Anne Boleyn was imprisoned in disgrace and where her
triumphant daughter Queen Elizabeth I emerged from the very same chamber to be
crowned queen. Another featured residence is Hatfield House, which sheltered
Elizabeth I when her sister Queen Mary Tudor suspected her of treason. Edinburgh
Castle, like the Tower, was a fortification which repeatedly saw sieges and gunfire,
but eventually morphed into a tourist attraction. Balmoral was where Queen Victoria
and Prince Albert could relax far from the pressures of London, and after Albert’s death
it was at Balmoral that Victoria became devoted to her servant John Brown, to the
great resentment of her children. Queen Elizabeth II also enjoyed its informality,
though Princess Diana hated it and always escaped back to London as soon as
possible. Diana’s home was Kensington Palace, developed in the 17th century by

Christopher Wren to the instructions of William and Mary, and it was there that Diana secretly filmed the notorious
interview that precipitated the end of her marriage. It has
also been home to Princess Margaret and Prince William.
Windsor Castle, home of the princesses during World War II,
dates back to the Conquest and was developed by
Elizabeth I, though the Stuarts who succeeded her preferred
Hampton Court, and Queen Victoria spent more time at
Osborne House on the Isle of Wight. Edward VIII abdicated
his kingship from Fort Belvedere on the Windsor Estate, and
other residences in the Windsor grounds are Frogmore
House, built as a retreat for George II, and Frogmore
Cottage, home of the Sussexes during their most
controversial period. Clarence House and Glamis Castle,
both associated with the late Queen Mother, are among the
other palaces featured. 240pp, numerous colour illustrations.
£25 NOW £10  SAVE £15!

the contemporary Middle East.  It shows how a complex range of identities and rivalries - religious, ethnic and national
- have shaped the region, jolted by the seismic shift of the Iranian Revolution of 1979.  Rogerson takes us to the heart
of arguments and battles and reveals some stark truths, and the text is jauntily readable and thought provoking about
a Middle East still in the middle of global crises and still so often misunderstood.  Chapters also cover the rivalry of
Aisha and Fatima, and the three Turkic empires of the Seljuk (1037-1194), Mongol (1206-1368) and Timurid (1370-
1507) and includes maps.
£25 NOW £7.50  SAVE £17.50!

97656 RAIDERS, RULERS, AND TRADERS
by David Chaffetz
Sub-titled ‘The Horse and the Rise of Empires’, this
special book explores how horses shaped civilisation
through warfare, trade and culture from prehistoric times
to colonialism, drawing on genetics and archaeological
findings.  No animal is so entangled in human history as
the hors; the thread starts in prehistory with a slight,
shy animal, hunted for food.  Domesticating the horse
allowed early humans to settle in the vast Eurasian
steppe, and later their horses enabled new forms of
warfare, encouraged long-distance trade routes, and
ended up acquiring deep cultural and religious
significance.  From milking to marauding, this is a
compelling scholarly history which shows the strength of
horses who have added their own modest physical
abilities to help humans change everything from

agriculture and transportation to sports and warfare.  Over time, horses came to
power mighty empires in Iran, Afghanistan, China, India and later Russia.  Genghis
Khan and the 13th century Mongols offer the most famous example, but from
ancient Assyria and Persia to the 17th century Mughals, to the high noon of
colonialisation in the early 20th century, horse breeding was indispensable to
conquest and statecraft.  The history begins with their domestication for milk when
the entanglement begins 40,000-2,000 BCE.  Horse herders entered the settled world 2,000-500 BCE and horses
became the engines of empire in Iran and India 500BCE-400CE.  It looks at the Silk Road, China and the Turks,
hunting, Timur and his descendants 1370-1747, China and Russia 1584-1800, the Great Game, British India and Russia
1739-1881, and we march, trot, gallop and charge through to the last horsepowers, 1890-1919.  With timeline and
glossaries, 424pp, maps and illus.  Remainder mark.
£25 NOW £9.50  SAVE £15.50!

Ranjit Singh, founder of
the Sikh empire, still in
the saddle, despite his
age, ca. 1840
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